ROMANS

Chapter 8

C. H. Spurgeon

This wonderful chapter is the very cream of the cream of Holy Scripture. What a grand key-note the apostle strikes in the first verse!

R.C. Sproul
The great comfort of every believer is that our salvation is secure in Christ. Nothing we do can change what the Lord has done in us and for us. From first to last, our salvation is dependent on the grace of God and His promises. Throughout the Scriptures, we find God's assurances that those He has chosen out of the world will come to glory, will inherit the kingdom of heaven. 

While the Christian might be buffeted by the storms of sin in his own soul, by the onslaught of temptation from the world, like Peter, David, and other great saints of the Bible, God will hold them fast and bring them into His everlasting kingdom. This is the assurance, the promise, of every child of God. It is given by a faithful Father and secured by His Son, who died on the cross not for the possibility that some people might be saved but for the certainty that those the Father had given Him would not be lost. 

Charles Hodge aptly reminds us that our salvation, being totally dependent upon God, is sure and steadfast. If it were in any way dependent on our abilities, our choices, our salvation would not be secure. "If men were predestined to eternal life on the ground of their repenting and believing through their own strength, or through a cooperation with the grace of God which others fail to exercise, then their continuance in a state of grace might be dependent on themselves. But if faith and repentance are the gifts of God, the results of His effectual calling, then bestowing those gifts is a revelation of the purposes of God to save those to whom they are given. It is an evidence that God has predestined them to be conformed to the image of His Son, i.e., to be like Him in character, destiny, and glory, and that He will infallibly carry out His purpose. No one can pluck them out of His hands." 

This is our hope and comfort, that we are "kept by the power of God" (1 Peter 1:5). 

Matthew Henry 1714
The bitings of the fiery serpents were cured by a serpent of brass, which had the shape, though free from the venom, of the serpents that bit them. It was great condescension that he who as God should be made in the likeness of flesh; but much greater that he who was holy should be made in the likeness of sinful flesh.

Christ: His Love

When Paul was whipped, and beaten, and imprisoned, and stoned, did Christ love him ever the less? His smiles any whit suspended? His visits more shy? By no means, but the contrary. These things separate us from the love of other friends. When Paul was brought before Nero all men forsook him, but then the Lord stood by him (IITim. 4:16-17). Whatever persecuting enemies may rob us of, they cannot intercept his love-tokens, they cannot interrupt nor exclude his visits' and therefore, let them do their worst, they cannot make a true believer miserable.

Heaven

In our present state we come short, not only in the enjoyment, but in the knowledge of that glory (I Cor. 2:9; I John 3:2): It surpasses all that we have yet seen and known: present vouchsafements are sweet and precious, very precious, very sweet; but there is something to come, something behind the curtain that will outshine all. 'Shall be revealed in us'; not only revealed to us, to be seen, but revealed in us, to be enjoyed.

Honoring God

Those that will deal with God must deal upon trust. It is acknowledged that one of the principal graces of a Christian is hope (I Cor. 13:13), which necessarily implies a good thing to come, which is the object of that hope. Faith respects the promise, hope the thing promised. Faith is the evidence,  hope the expectation, of things not seen. Faith is the mother of hope.


Thoughts

Carnal pleasure, worldly profit and honor, the things of sense and time, are the things of the flesh, which unregenerate people mind. The favor of God, the welfare of the soul, the concerns of eternity, are the things of the Spirit, which those that are after the Spirit do mind. The man is as the mind is.

Types

Christ comes to do that which the law could not do. Moses brought the children of Israel to the borders of Canaan, and then died, and left them there; but Joshua did that which Moses could not do, and put them in possession of Canaan.

Victorious Christians

Be they ever so great and strong, ever so many, ever so mighty, ever so malicious, what can they do? While God is for us, and we keep in his love, we may with a holy boldness defy all the powers of darkness. Let Satan do his worst, he is chained; let the world do its worst, it is conquered: principalities and powers are spoiled and disarmed, and triumphed over, in the cross of Christ. Who then dares fight against us, while God himself is fighting for us?

Note:

How does the Christian live a righteous life without a constant struggle to keep God’s Law? Paul introduced another universal principle: the law of life lived in the power of the Spirit. Old Testament Law failed to produce righteousness. So in Christ God condemned “sin in sinful man” and provided His Spirit, who enables believers to fully meet the Law’s requirements without “trying”. We focus on responding to God’s Spirit rather than on trying to keep laws. If we’re controlled by the Spirit who brought life to Christ’s dead body, He will bring life to us who are spiritually dead. Our obligation is not to the Law, but to respond to the Spirit’s prompting.

Paul now looks ahead. One day creation itself will be renewed, even as we are being renewed. Meanwhile the Spirit helps us in our weakness, praying with and for us. It’s our relationship with God that brings us victory, for He has chosen us not to muddle on in the pit of sin but to be transformed into the image of His Son. On the way God will never forsake us, nor even permit us to be charged with sin. We are God’s loved ones. Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ our Lord.

8:1
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,  
There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

Rom. 5:16 

And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose form one transgression resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the free gift arose from many transgressions resulting in justification.

Rom. 8:2 

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

1Cor. 15:45 

So also it is written, 'The first man, Adam, became a living soul.' The last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

Rom. 6:14 

For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.

Rom. 6:18 

And having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

John 8:32 

Jesus said, "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

John 8:36 

Jesus said, "If therefore the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed."

8:1 “Not guilty; let him go free”—what would those words mean to you if you were on death row? The fact is that the whole human race is on death row, justly condemned for repeatedly breaking God’s holy law. Without Jesus we would have no hope at all. But thank God! He has declared us not guilty and has offered us freedom from sin and power to do his will.

TODAY IN THE WORD
We can be grateful that Paul didn’t end his discussion of Christian growth with the last verse of Romans 7, because we would be left without the answer to two very important questions. Are we destined to spend our lives in a frustrated, losing struggle against the sin nature that lives within us? Has God provided us with a source of power to defeat sin and enjoy the victory Jesus Christ won for us on the cross? 

Romans 8 answers each of these questions decisively. The answer to the first question is an emphatic no. We are not doomed to fight and lose against sin. That is because the answer to the second question is an emphatic yes. We have power from God to live every day in spiritual victory. 

In chapter 8 Paul makes a very clear distinction between those who belong to Christ and those who don’t. Even though Christians will struggle against sin as long as they are on earth, the ultimate victory has already been won. 

The exciting truth is that if you belong to Christ you are free from sin and the law, and you are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live a God-honoring life. This is possible since Christ won the decisive victory over sin and the law’s demands by His sinless life and His death on the cross (vv. 3-4). Everything we needed but couldn’t do for ourselves, Christ did for us. 

Therefore, a frustrated, powerless, sin-dominated Christian life is not the norm! In fact, people who live this way need to examine themselves spiritually. Why? Because domination by the sinful nature is a clue that the Holy Spirit may be absent from a person’s life. And if the Spirit is absent, Paul warns, that person doesn’t belong to Christ (v. 9). 

C. H. Spurgeon

“No condemnation”: that is the beginning of the chapter. No separation: that is the end of the chapter. And all between is full of grace and truth.

What a banquet this chapter has often proved to the souls of God’s hungry servants! May it be so now as we read it. No condemnation even now.

Many doubts, but no condemnation. Many chastisements, but no condemnation. Even frowns from the Father’s face apparently, but no condemnation. And this is not a bare statement, but an inference from powerful arguments. “There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” This is where they are. “Who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” This is how they behave themselves, not under the government of the old nature, but under the rule of the divine Spirit of God.

Now:

· Mercy obtained

· Righteousness manifested

· Justification declared

· Reconciliation received

· Righteousness unto holiness

· No condemnation

· Salvation nearer

Note:

 Here is a chapter that begins with no condemnation, gives more than a score of assuring evidences, and closes with no separation. Here is a chapter that gives us the how of sanctification. The Holy Spirit is the answer. Sanctification is not so much the expulsion of sin, as the incoming of the Holy Spirit, said A.B. Simpson.

Verse 1 looks all the way back to Romans 3:21. Judgment day for the believer is behind, but for the unbeliever it is ahead. Verse 2 gives the reason for the statement of the first verse. The law of the Spirit of Life takes the resurrection life of Christ and ministers to us. Christians saved from the penalty of sin, but still dragging along the iron ball of sinful habits of the old nature definitely are handicapped, miserable, empty and Christ-dishonoring! victory is not through suppression or eradication, but by the entrance of the Holy Spirit. Eradication goes beyond what the Bible says. Suppression does not go far enough since it is rather the expression of righteousness. Counteraction goes far enough and is true! What the believer must realize is that he has been made free. We are not struggling for this! In verse 3 Paul recapitulates chapter 7. God is operating on a new principle. Christ has condemned sin, not by eliminating or eradicating it, but by rendering it, inoperative for normal functioning, so that the purposes of God might be fulfilled in us.

Life Indeed:

· Living in Christ

· Instructed by Christ

· Following after Christ

· Enduring through Christ

C. H. Spurgeon

“No condemnation” — that is the first note of the chapter. In the last verse it is “no separation.” What glorious music there is here, — no condemnation to those who are in Christ, no separation of them from Christ! Happy are the people who have a share in this double blessing, and unhappy are the men and women who know nothing of it. We will read it again: “There is therefore now no condemnation, “There is a great deal of accusation, and a great deal more of tribulation, but there is no condemnation not the least hint of it. Some condemnation we might have expected, but “there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Sermon Note

Christ died so that sin can never condemn saved ones.


Christ lives so that sin should not control saved ones.


Christ is coming again so that sin will never be able to touch us.

So in Romans 8, Christ takes the place of I, and the Holy Spirit takes the place of the law!

C. H. Spurgeon

My hearers, we are each of us, by nature, under the condemnation of God.

We are not only subject to condemnation, but we are condemned already; and, on account of sin, there is judgment recorded in God’s book against every one of us, considered in our fallen state. But if we “are in Christ Jesus,” if we are made partakers of Jesus, if we have hidden ourselves in the cleft of the rock, Christ, and if our trust is solely in him, oh, precious thought, “there is therefore now no condemnation” for us. It is blotted out.

The old judgment that was recorded against us is now erased; and in God’s book of remembrance there is not to be found a single condemnatory syllable, nor one word of anger written against any believer in Christ Jesus.

Glorious freedom from condemnation!

How may I know whether I have been thus set free? This is the question that should enter into each of our hearts. The answer is: “Who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” My hearers, after which of these are you and I walking? Are we following the flesh? Are we seeking to please ourselves,-to indulge our bodies, to gratify our lusts, to satisfy our own inclinations? If so, we are not in Christ Jesus; for those who are in Christ Jesus “walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,” and every one of you who is fleshly and carnal is not in Christ, but is still under condemnation.

C. H. Spurgeon

To my mind one of the sweetest words of that verse is that little word now.

“There is, therefore, now no condemnation — at this very moment.

Walking under the power of the Spirit of God in Christ Jesus, there is, therefore, now no condemnation to believers. It is a logical conclusion, too, from something that went before. You and I are not absolved from sin apart from the truth, but there is a great truth at the back of it which necessitates it.” There is, therefore, now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

Illustration

The Emperor Menelek II of Ethiopia used an electric chair as his royal throne for many years. How come? During the late 1890’s the Emperor was told of the new method of executing criminals in the United States by electrocution. So he ordered three electric chairs from the States. But alas, he forgot that electricity had not yet been introduced into his country. To save his investment, he appropriated the same as his royal chair.

C. H. Spurgeon

Observe that Paul writes “There is therefore,” for he is stating a truth which is founded upon solid argument. “There is therefore now” — at this very day, at this very moment, — “no condemnation” — none of any sort, — none that will lie in the Court of Conscience or in the Court of King’s Bench above: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” Our forefathers used to read this verse, “There is therefore now no damnation.” One of the martyrs, being brought before a Popish bishop, the bishop said to him, “Dying in thy heresy, thou wilt be damned.”

“That I never shall be,” answered the good man, “for there is therefore now no damnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.’” He had sought the very spirit of the text, for there is nothing that can condemn the man who is Christ Jesus.

R.C. Sproul
Romans 8:1 is one of the most glorious verses in all the Bible. It declares that in Christ there is no condemnation for us. The beauty of this verse lies in that it comes right after Romans 7 where Paul makes it very clear there is still much sin in us. But wonder of wonders, though there is still much sin, there is now no condemnation!

Paul is not saying there is nothing in our lives that merits condemnation. In fact, since you and I were born again, we have repeatedly done things that deserve nothing but God's wrath and judgment. If God were to judge us based on our behavior, we would be condemned. But we have a Savior, and it is because we are in Christ Jesus that we are not condemned. When God looks at us He sees us covered by the righteousness of Jesus Christ, and that is why we are not condemned. The atonement of Christ is applied to us and to our sins. We have escaped from the wrath to come, and we never have to worry about future condemnation.

The New Testament often calls upon men to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved. The New Testament also repeatedly speaks of believers as being in Jesus Christ. Just from the English, it would seem that the same idea is being expressed in these two phrases, but that is not so. The phrase believe in Christ uses the Greek word eis which literally means into. Putting our initial trust in Christ involves motion into His kingdom. But once we have come in, then we are inside, thus, the idea of being in Christ uses a different word, the Greek word en which means inside. The believer, who has moved into Christ by faith, now resides in mystical union with Christ, in whom there is no condemnation.

Paul has been called the apostle of the heart set free. It's easy to see why. The verdict has been rendered; Not guilty! There is no condemnation and no future judgment to be brought against us. Focus your thoughts and prayer time today on the liberty you possess through the verdict rendered by the Supreme Judge of all the earth. When the Son has set you free, you are free indeed!

C. H. Spurgeon

This is the distinctive mark of a man in Christ Jesus. He does not let the flesh govern him, but the Spirit. The spiritual nature has come to the front, and the flesh must go to the back. The Spirit of the living God has entered into him, and become the master-power of his life. He walks “not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”

Timeless Insights
With those words, God declares the verdict on every life which has been invaded by Jesus Christ. Before you believed in Him, you were on death row; condemned by Go, deserving on His wrath and judgment. But now, set free by Christ's death in your place, you are serving a life sentence instead: eternal life in His service.

C. H. Spurgeon

Some simpletons have said that Paul was not a converted man when he wrote the closing verses of that 7th chapter. I venture to assert that nobody but an advanced Christian, enjoying the highest degree of sanctification could ever have written it. It is not a man that is dead in sin that calls himself “wretched,” because he finds sin within him; it is a man made pure by the grace of God, who, because of that very purity, tools more the comparatively lesser force of sin than he would have done when he had less grace and more sin. I believe that the nearer we get to absolute perfection, the more fit to enter the gates of heaven, the more detestable will sin become to us, and the more conflict will there be in our souls to tread out the last spark of sin. Bless God, beloved! if you feel a conflict, bless him and ask him that it may rage more terrible still, for that shall be one evidence to you that you are indeed out of all condemnation because you are struggling against the evil.

Thomas Chalmers
When a sinner comes to Christ, God reconciles him to Himself. God remembers his sins no more. They are among the things that are left behind, and which ought to be forgotten. The believer should feel his conscience relieved from the guilt and dread of his sins. He is right to look on the account as closed between him and God. It is wrong in a believer to live beneath his privileges. How will the spirit of bondage ever be done away with, or the joy of the gospel ever be made to spring up in the heart, if the believer tries to hang the forgiveness of his sins on anything other than the blood of Jesus?

All that he knows of that blood should assure him of a right standing with God, and should send an instant peace into his heart. Look to Christ lifted up for the offenses of sinful men and be encouraged in this thought: Christ has made full payment, and with it God is satisfied.  If so, you too may be satisfied; delighting yourself greatly in the abundance of peace, and going forth in the light and liberty of this comforting knowledge.

Days of Praise
One of the key doctrines of Christianity is the union of the believer with Christ. In fact, the expression in Christ or its equivalent is found over 160 times in Paul's epistles alone. Since, in God's sight, we are in Him, all His attributes and accomplishments are credited to us as well. For example, Paul said even to the carnal Corinthians, of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. To the Romans, he said as our text indicates, that being in Christ frees us from the judgment, since Christ has already borne our judgment. To the Galatians, Paul emphasized that ye are all one in Christ Jesus. The Ephesian epistle has many such expressions, the most comprehensive being Ephesians 1:3 God hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ Jesus. To the Philippians, he promised that the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. The Christians at Colossi were assured that ye are complete in Him, which is the head of all principality and power.

Even when we die, we sleep in Jesus and, when He comes again, the dead in Christ shall rise first. Paul even wrote to Timothy that God's own purpose and grace had been given us in Christ Jesus before the world began. These are only a few examples of the marvelous blessings shared by all who are in Christ Jesus. We should be willing gladly to acknowledge every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus.

I like the old translation. There was a martyr once summoned before Bonner. After he had expressed his faith in Christ, Bonner said, You are a heretic and will be damned. No, said he, quoting the old version, There is therefore now no damnation to them that believe in Christ Jesus.

No Condemnation:
What?

What a happy privilege! What a blessed hope! All the black dread past blotted out. Blessed are the people that are in such a case.

When?

We may walk through this world of sin and sadness with the assurance in our hearts that we are forgiven, and that our sins have already been judged, and that the night of guilt is passed and the day of peace has dawned in the soul.

Why?

Because He is the refuge of the soul. God is our refuge and strength. To be in Him is to be cleansed from all sin, and wrapped up in the center of God's eternal purposes.

Billy Graham 

The Bible says the judgment for sin that I deserved is already passed. Christ took my judgment on the cross. Every demand of the law has been met. The law was completely satisfied in the offering that Christ made of Himself for sins. The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree. But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.

The law had said: The wages of sin is death, and The soul that sinneth, it shall die.

I deserved judgment and hell, but Christ took that judgment and hell for me. Christ Himself said: Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. No statement could be any plainer that the true believer in Jesus Christ shall not come into judgment. That judgment is past. For thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. God said through Jeremiah the prophet: I will remember their sin no more.

We shall never understand the extent of God's love in Christ at the cross until we understand that we shall never have to stand before the judgment of God for our sins. Christ took our sins. He finished the work of redemption. I am not saved through any works or merit of the work of Christ. I shall never stand at God's judgment bar. That is all past.

Once while crossing the North Atlantic, I looked out my porthole when I got up in the morning and saw one of the blackest clouds I had ever seen. I was certain that we were in for a terrible storm. I ordered my breakfast sent to my room and spoke to the steward about the storm. He said, Oh, we've already come through that storm. It's behind us. If we are believers in Jesus Christ, we have already come through the storm of judgment. It happened at the cross.

Oh, for faith to lay hold on this! Oh, for an over powering faith that shall get the victory over doubts and fears, and make us enjoy the liberty with which Christ makes men free! You that believe in Christ, go to your beds this night and say, If I die in my bed, I cannot be condemned! Should you wake the next morning, go into the world and say, I am not condemned! When the devil howls at you, tell him, You may accuse, but I am not condemned! And if sometimes your sins rise, say, I know you, but you are all gone forever. I am not condemned!

As there is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus, so we may solemnly say, There is therefore now a most weighty condemnation on you who are not in Christ Jesus, who are walking, not after the Spirit, but after the flesh.

The goal of the baseball player is to get on base. But he does it by watching the ball, not peering intently at the base when the pitcher winds up. This is Paul's point. Our goal is to be righteous, and it is true that the Law describes righteousness. But we get there by keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus and our hearts responsive to the spirit, not by trying to keep the Law. Augustine said, Love God, and do what you please. What you please then will be good.

A Happy Condition:


Being in His Favor



Enjoying His grace


Being in His Name



Sharing His honor


Being in His Heart



Filled with His love

Also:


In Him by Faith




As Noah entered the Ark


In Him by Fruitfulness



As the branch is in the vine


In Him for Fellowship



As the members of the Body

Devotional 
Christ is our relationship with condemnation. Has it ever occurred to you what your relationship with condemnation is? Many times we live under a stream of condemning thoughts from the enemy in our mind. We relate to these thoughts by coping with them in some form or another. Sometimes we try beating them away in a fly-swatter fashion. Or we attempt to replace them with new resolutions and promises to God that we will not fail again. Or we just sink into depression. We live always feeling condemned.


God's answer to this spiritual disease is found in Romans 8:1. Not being under condemnation has nothing to do with your past record or your present performance. Nor is it dependent on your ability to cope with your thoughts. It is strictly a matter of where you are. Where are you? Are you in your self or are you in Christ Jesus? If you are in Christ Jesus, then you can shout "Hallelujah!" You can tell condemnation that you are now related to it in Christ. If Christ can be condemned, then you can be condemned. But since you are included and hidden in Christ (1 Cor. 1:30; Col. 3:3), all the arrows of condemnation have to go to Him. Of course, that is unthinkable. 

Sermon Note
1.
No Condemnation by the Law



The law is done with a dead man

2.
No Condemnation by God



He who justifies will not condemn

3.
No Condemnation by Conscience


The conscience purged from sin

C.H. Spurgeon 

Come,. my soul, think thou of this. Believing in Jesus, thou art actually and effectually cleared from guilt; thou art led out of thy prison. Thou art no more in fetters as a bond-slave; thou art delivered now from the bondage of the law; thou art freed from sin, and canst walk at large as a freeman, thy Saviour's blood has procured thy full discharge. Thou hast a right now to approach thy Father's throne. No flames of vengeance are there to scare thee now; no fiery sword; justice cannot smite the innocent.

Thy disabilities are taken away: thou wast once unable to see thy Father's face: thou canst see it now. Thou couldst not speak with Him; but now thou hast access with boldness. Once there was a fear of hell upon thee; but thou hast no fear of it now, for how can there be punishment for the guiltless? He who believeth is not condemned, and cannot be punished. And more than all, the privileges thou mightst have enjoyed, it thou hadst never sinned, are thine now thou art justified. 

All the blessings which thou wouldst have had if thou hadst kept the law, and more, are thine, because Christ has kept it for thee. All the love and the acceptance which perfect obedience could have obtained of God, belong to thee, because Christ was perfectly obedient on thy behalf, and hath imputed all His merits to thy account, that thou mightst be exceeding rich through Him, who for thy sake became exceeding poor. Oh! How great the debt of love and gratitude thou owest to thy Saviour!

Illustration
The American public has consistently backed capital punishment. In a Gallup Poll in 1976, 65% approved of it. But between 1966-76, no executions occurred in the US. The Supreme Court, in a 5 to 4 decision, abolished capital punishment in June, 1972. Death row now has about 1,000 inmates. However, since the Supreme Court's decision over 32 of the 50 states have voted to restore the death penalty.

On May 25, 1979, John A. Spenkelink, a 30 year old drifter, who committed murder, was put to death in the electric chair in Florida. The US Supreme Court refused to delay his death. He was the first person to be executed in the US since Gary Gilmore in 1977. Gilmore had actively demanded to die and was executed in Utah under the firing squad.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Writer and theologian John Stott has these insights into the Holy Spirit’s place in our lives: 

“There is no need for us to wait, as the one hundred and twenty had to wait, for the Spirit to come. For the Holy Spirit did come on the day of Pentecost, and has never left His church. Our responsibility is to humble ourselves before His sovereign authority, to determine not to quench Him but to allow Him His freedom. For then our churches will again manifest those marks of the Spirit’s presence which many young people are specially looking for, namely biblical teaching, loving fellowship, living worship, and an ongoing, outgoing evangelism.” 

Christ’s sacrifice enables our minds to be controlled and our hearts filled with the Holy Spirit, the promised divine Counselor (Jn. 14:16-17). 

Today’s reading draws a contrast between life in the Spirit and life under the law. In the old system, people were in bondage to sin and stood condemned. 

By contrast, in the new system, people are not condemned and are free in Christ. The difference is Christ, whom God gave as a sin offering (Rom. 8:3). Thanks to Him, we can and should live not according to the sin nature, but according to the Spirit (v. 4; cf. Gal. 5:24-25). 

This means that we should have our minds and wills set on God’s desires, not on our own sinful urgings (v. 5). 

The contrast could not be more complete. A life filled with the Spirit (cf. Eph. 5:18) is full of life, not death. It is characterized by peace, not hostility toward God. It submits obediently to God’s law--which is not even possible without the Spirit. 

8:2
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.  

because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.  
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.  
8:2 This Spirit of life is the Holy Spirit. He was present at the creation of the world (Genesis 1:2), and he is the power behind the rebirth of every Christian. He gives us the power we need to live the Christian life.

C. H. Spurgeon

None keep the law so well as those who do not hope to be saved by it, but who, renouncing all confidence in their own works, and accepting the righteousness which is of God by faith in Christ Jesus, are moved by gratitude to a height of consecration and a purity of obedience which mere legalism can never know. The child will obey better without desire of reward, than the slave will under the dread of the lash, or in hope of a wage. The most potent motive for holiness is free grace. A dying Savior is the death of sin. As we have been singing, we strove against its power until we learnt that Christ was the way, and then we conquered it.

Life Indeed:

· Living in Christ

· Instructed by Christ

· Following after Christ

· Enduring through Christ

Our Daily Bread
Laws seem to encourage lawbreaking. Issue a strong prohibition, and before long somebody breaks it. Tell a little boy he must stay out of the cookie jar, leave him alone in the kitchen, and what happens? The command creates in him an irresistible desire for one of the forbidden treats. He looks longingly; he yields. Had the order not been issued the youngster may not have become an offender.

We respond in much the same way to God's holy law. It seems to incite us to do the very thing it is intended to prevent. This is because another law, the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:2), also operates within us. Paul said he would not have known covetousness, unless the law had said, You shall not covet (Rom. 7:7). That prohibition, when brought in contact with Paul's heart, stirred up within him all manner of evil desire (Rom. 7:8). Although the law is good, it has no power to make us obedient.

How then can we fulfill God's law if all it does is condemn us? We must learn to live by the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:2), which gives us a marvelous freedom and power. It's like flying in an airplane. On the ground the aircraft is subject to gravity, aerodynamics displace the law of gravity. So, too, when we yield to what we know is right, God's Spirit takes over, superseding the law of sin and death, and then we find delight in keeping God's commands.

Law keeps us limping in the dark;

Grace sets us walking in the light.

He sees:

· What we are
· What we have done
· What we cannot do
· What we want
· What we would like to do
· What our difficulties are
· What our trials are
C. H. Spurgeon

I have broken away from its thralldom; the new law, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus, the law of grace has set me free from the domination of the law of sin and death. Happy is the free man who is thus liberated by the of God.

I am not the bond-slave of it; I am the enemy of it; I am free from it., fighting against it, struggling like a free man against one who would bring him into captivity; but even though I sometime feel as if I were a captive, I know I am not, I am free.

Illustration
A law is a set pattern of how things happen; it is a rule. The law of gravity deems that a heavy slab of concrete will remain where it is placed. Thus sidewalks stay in place. But we all have seen a sidewalk that is heaved up and twisted because once a small acorn fell between the slabs of the sidewalk and now has grown into a massive oak tree whose roots are powerful enough to move great weights. That is what is meant by the triumph of one law over another; such as the law of life over the law of sin and death.

C. H. Spurgeon

“Hath made me free” — that is, the real “I” of which he wrote a little while before — the true man himself: “‘ The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.’ I have broken its bonds, I am a free man. Contending against its usurpation, I have escaped from under its yoke, and I shall yet tread sin under my feet, and God shall bruise even Satan himself under my feet shortly.”

Today
A few years ago I learned that there was a law, or power, at work within me that affected my vision. It was the law of myopia, nearsightedness. This law made it impossible for me to see clearly. So I went to the eye doctor, who gave me some prescription glasses. As soon as I put those glasses on, there was a new law, or, power that enabled me to see perfectly well. Now, the glasses, the new law,, didn't eliminate the old law of myopia. So if I get overly self-confident and think that I don't need my glasses, immediately the old problem of nearsightedness takes over. But if I keep my glasses on, I am able to see just fine. All of us have a spiritual problem, and it's called sin. The law, or power, of sin so controls us that we are spiritually blind and unable to obey God. But God has provided us with some much-needed glasses. God has given us a new law or power; the Holy Spirit. As Paul puts it, Through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life has set me free from the law of sin and death.

Now, the gift of the Holy Spirit doesn't eliminate sin. So if we get overly self-confident and think that we don't need to live by the Spirit's power, then immediately the old sinful nature takes over. But if we humbly depend on the help provided by the glasses of the Holy Spirit, then we can live a life of obedience to God.

C. H. Spurgeon

Sin and death cannot govern me — cannot condemn me — cannot destroy me. Another law has come in. The Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has brought me into another kingdom wherein I cannot be affected, so as to condemn me, by the law of sin and death.

Law of the Spirit
Its Nature

The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. The moral law cannot give life, its force is only felt in making sin exceedingly sinful.

Its Sphere of Action

The living truth of God comes to us through Him who is the Word of God.

Its Power

The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus is mightier than the law of sin and death, bringing deliverance and freedom.

C. H. Spurgeon

And nothing else can do that. Every man is, by nature, under bondage to that which Paul describes as “the law of sin and death.” 
There is a law in our nature, which is so powerful that, even when we would do good, evil is present with us, and we cannot get away from that law, except by introducing another, which is “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” Dr. Chalmers has a remarkable sermon upon it. The Expulsive Power of a New Affection;” and it is this new affection for Christ, which is the accompaniment of the new life in Christ, which expels the old forces that used to hold us under bondage to sin and death.

Illustration
This passage tells us that, though the law of sin and death keeps a Christian from living the kind of life God wants him to live, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus sets us free from the law of sin and death. In the same way, the law of gravity acts to keep a plane from flying. But when a plane reaches a certain speed, the law of aerodynamics takes over and frees the plane from the effects of gravitational force.

Our Daily Bread
A few years ago I learned that there was a Law, or power, at work within me that affected my vision. It was the law of myopia, nearsightedness. This law made it impossible for me to see clearly. So I went to the eye doctor, who gave me some prescription glasses. As soon as I put those glasses on, there was a new law, or power that enabled me to see perfectly well.

Now, the glasses; the new law, didn't eliminate the old law of myopia. So if I get overly self-confident and think that I don't need my glasses, immediately the old problem of nearsightedness takes over. But if I keep my glasses on, I am able to see just fine. All of us have a spiritual problem, and it's called sin. The law, or power of sin so controls us that we are spiritually blind and unable to obey God. But God has provided us with some much-needed glasses. God has given us a new law or power: the Holy Spirit. As Paul puts it, Through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life has set me free from the law of sin and death.

Now, the gift of the Holy Spirit doesn't eliminate sin. So if we get overly self-confident and think that we don't need to live by the Spirit's power, then immediately the old sinful nature takes over. But if we humbly depend on the help provided by the glasses of the Holy Spirit, then we can live a life of obedience to God.

Illustration
One Sunday afternoon in Chicago, a group of ballplayers entered a saloon. When they emerged, they saw a group of people playing instruments, singing gospel hymns, and testifying of Christ's power to save from sin. Memories of a log cabin in Iowa, an old church, and a godly mother raced through the mind of one of the ballplayers. Tears came to his eyes. Presently he said, Boys, I'm through! Going to turn to Jesus Christ. We've come to the parting of the ways. Some of his companions mocked him, but others were silent. Only one encouraged him. He turned from the group and entered the Pacific Garden Mission.

Later the ballplayer told what occurred. I called upon God's mercy. I staggered out of my sins into the outstretched arms of the Savior. I became instantly a new creature in Him! The next morning at practice, my manager, Mike Kelly, greeted me and said, 'Billy, I read in the paper what occurred yesterday. Religion isn't my long suit, but I won't knock you, and I'll knock that daylights out of anyone who does. The converted ballplayer was Billy Sunday, who became the world-renowned evangelist.

C. H. Spurgeon

He did accomplish it. The law could not condemn sin so truly and so thoroughly as God did when he condemned sin in the person of Christ. O believer, let not thy sins grieve thee,-however great or however tremendous they may have been; weep over them, but do not be distressed about them, for they have been condemned in Christ Jesus. They may have been enormous, but if thou art in him, Christ was punished for thee, and God’s justice asks not for a second punishment for one offense. Christ offered once a complete atonement for all believers, and if I am a believer in him, there is no possible fear of my ever being condemned. There cannot be; for Christ was condemned for me, my sins were laid upon his head; and in the awful moment when he sustained the stroke of his Father’s vengeance, those sins ceased to be; and “there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”

8:3
For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,  

For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man,  
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:  

8:3 Jesus gave himself as a sacrifice (“sin offering”) for our sins. In Old Testament times, animal sacrifices were continually offered at the temple. The sacrifices showed the Israelites the seriousness of sin: blood had to be shed before sins could be pardoned (see Leviticus 17:11). But animal blood could not really remove sins (Hebrews 10:4). The sacrifices could only point to Jesus’ sacrifice, which paid the penalty for all sins.

Suffering for Sins

When we as believers suffer persecution, criticism, or even death, we are sinners suffering because of the sins of others. Our pain may come from the sins of hatred, anger, envy, or murder.

Christ also suffered for sins, but as the sinless One. First Peter 2:22 says He “committed no sin.” He never thought, said, or did anything evil. Rather, everything He thought, said, and did was perfectly holy. The sins of others placed Him on the cross: of those who mocked Him and those who nailed Him to the cross. He died because of the sins of the whole world.

Today’s verse says that Jesus died “on account of sin.” He suffered as a sin offering because “the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). Just as in the Old Testament God required an animal sacrifice to symbolize the need for our atonement for sin, the New Testament presents Christ as the sacrifice who provided not a symbol, but the reality of our eternal atonement for sin.

C. H. Spurgeon

This is our victory, that let the flesh lust as it may, we do not walk after it; we are kept by God’s grace; we are preserved, so that the bent and tenor of our life is after the rule of the Spirit of God.

Sin & Sins:

· Sin is the root

(sins are the fruit)

· Sin is the cause

(sins are the effect)

· Sin tells what we are

(sins proclaim what we have done)

· Sin is condemned

(sins are forgiven)

R.C. Sproul
Here Paul speaks of the impotence of the law to save us. The law cannot save fallen man. Why is this? Where does the weakness of the law lie? Paul tells us that the law is weak through the flesh. There is nothing wrong with the law. It is neither weak nor bad. Rather, the problem lies in our flesh, in our inability to obey the law. Since our fallen nature could not obey the law, God sent His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to save us. The Greek word for flesh is again sarx. Notice that Paul does not make an absolute identity between the flesh of Christ and the flesh of man. This is because flesh or sarx does not refer to our human nature, but to our corruption and fallenness.

Now, Christ certainly did take upon Himself human nature, with all of the attributes of unfallen humanity. But He did not take upon Himself a sinful nature. The incarnate Christ was without original sin. He came in the flesh in the sense of body, but not in the sarx in the sense Paul is using the term in Romans. In other words, Christ came like us, in the likeness of sinful flesh, but not as us, for His flesh was sinless. By doing this God condemned sin in the flesh. When Christ was put to death, God poured out His judgment upon human sin. After our sins were imputed to Jesus, God condemned them. That is why there is no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus, because it has already taken place. 

Why did God do this? It was that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. God's purpose was not simply to spare us, but also to remake us, so that we might live in obedience to His holy law.

Today, let your mind try to fathom what it must have been like for Christ to have been without sin in thought, intentions, words, and actions every second He lived on earth. The sinless nature of Jesus is incomprehensible. Thank God today for preserving Christ's perfection and consider what heaven will be like when we too will be totally free of sin.

C. H. Spurgeon

The law never made anybody holy, and it never will do so. The law says to a man, “This is what you ought to do, and you will be condemned if you do not do it.” That is quite true, but the law supplies no power to enable us to do this. It says to the lame man, “You must walk,” and to the blind man, “You must see; “but it does not enable them either to walk or to see. On the contrary, our nature is such that, when the law issues its commands, there is a tendency in us at once to disobey them. 
There are some sins, which we never should have thought of committing if we had not been commanded not to do them, so that the law — not because of its own nature, but because of the wickedness of our nature, is weak and ineffectual for the producing of righteousness. But the Lord Jesus Christ has come, has lived, and has died, — died for us who are his people, and put away our sins. Now we love him; now, being delivered from all condemnation, we love him who has delivered us, and this becomes the forge by which we are inclined to holiness, and led us further and further in a course, not merely of morality, but of holiness before God. 
What a blessed system this is, which saves the sinner from the love of sin, delivers a man from sinning, gives him a new nature, and puts a right spirit within him!

Our Daily Bread
Bible teacher William Pettingill used to tell of an experience he had one evening in the home of some friends who had invited him for dinner. He walked into the kitchen just as the hostess took a large fork and stuck it into a beautifully browned roast to lift it from the pan. But the meat was so tender and well done that the fork could not support it. Pettingill observed that the fork reminded him of the Mosaic law, and the roast exemplified man's sinful nature. Although the fork failed to lift the roast out of the pan, it was not the fault of the fork! The problem was with the meat. The fork was weak through the flesh (Rom. 8:3). God's law is perfect and good, but it can't save anyone because of the depravity of the human heart and the inability of sinful man to keep or support it. For that reason, God, sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us (Rom. 8:3-4). We aren't saved by trying to keep the Ten Commandments. We are saved by trusting Christ, who alone fulfilled all the demands of God's perfect law. He is the only hope for sinners with weak flesh.

We are saved by what Christ did,

Not by what we do.

I Problem!
I counted dollars 
while God counted crosses.

I counted gains while He counted losses.

I counted my worth 
by the things gained in store,

But He sized me up 
by that scars that I bore.

I coveted honors 
and sought for degrees,

He wept as He counted 
the hours on my knees.

And I never knew 
'til one day at a grave,

How vain are these things
 that we spend life to save!

Our Daily Bread
A sign on the freeway reads, SPEED LIMIT 55. You glance at your speedometer. It registers 60. A car passes you going at least 70. A huge semi follows, sucking you toward the center line. But what about the law; that 55 miles-per-hour sign? Laws are lifeless words in statute books. They restrain only if power backs them up. Who of us hasn't let up on the gas pedal when a patrol car appeared in the rear-view mirror? That's police power. But can you think of a time when a law or an officer instilled within you a love for driving 55?

The same is true with God's commands. Fear of punishment or getting caught may check or actions. But it takes a stronger force than that to make us want to obey. That power  comes from a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. He has fulfilled the law perfectly, and by dying on the cross He paid the penalty for our breaking the law. God can now declare, No condemnation! As we yield to Jesus, He fulfills the law in and through us by His Spirit. And when we break it, His grace is available to restore and renew us. The law tells us exactly what God expects, and that drives us to our knees to ask for mercy. But Christ renews and empowers us by His Spirit so that we desire all the more to live by His laws.

God's law shows us a need,

That only God's grace can supply.

Nothing more to say!
Why is He silent when a word,

Would slay His accusers all?

Why does He meekly bear their taunts,

When angels wait His call?

He was mad sin, my sin He bore,

Upon the accursed tree.

And sin hath no defense to make,

His silence was for me!

Our Daily Bread
Experiments with uranium were part of Louis Slotin's job as a research scientist in 1946. In one of his experiments, Slotin conducted a test in which he would bring two pieces of uranium close together. Just as an atomic reaction would begin, he would separate the two segments with a screwdriver and stop it.

One day, while performing the experiment, the screwdriver slipped and the pieces of uranium got too close together. The reaction instantly filled the room with a dazzling bluish light. Slotin did not run to protect himself from the dangerous radiation. Rather, he tore the pieces of uranium apart with his hands, stopping the chain reaction. His quick action saved the lives of the other scientists in the room, but 9 days later he died in agony. What this unselfish scientist did is a picture of what Christ did for us nearly 2,000 years ago. The Lord Jesus took to Himself sin's most deadly radiation. He willingly accepted its curse on our behalf. He let it bring Him to a horrible death. In so doing, He broke the chain reaction that entrapped us. He stepped between; He broke sin's power; He gave us life. What Christ did was no accident. He chose to die. Now the choice is yours. Have you put your trust in Him and escaped sin's deadly power?

Jesus is the only physician who can ,

Cure His patients by taking their disease.

One of us!
They brought Him before the judge,

They pressed for sentence of death.

He voiced no plea of innocence,

And He was condemned to die.

Was He really guilty?

Or was He, mistakenly condemned?

The judge proclaimed Him innocent,

Yet the judge sentenced Him to death.

Found free of guilt,

He yet died under judicial sentence.

Not a transgressor Himself,

He was numbered with transgressors.

C. H. Spurgeon

The law of God was a good law, a just and holy law. It was weak, not in itself, for, verily, if righteousness could have been by any law, it would have been by the law of God. But it was weak through our flesh. We could not keep it. We could not fulfill the conditions of life laid down under it.

Therefore, what the law could not do, God has now done for us. He has found a way of making us righteous through the righteousness of his own dear Son, whom he has sent in the likeness of sinful flesh. He has found out a way of condemning sin, without condemning us. He condemned sin in the flesh, but we escaped. And he has found out a way of making us practically righteous, too, through the abundance of his grace, enabling us to walk no longer after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Blessed be God for this, for when we had broken his law, he might justly have left us to take the consequences; but he has stepped aside: he has gone beyond all that might have been expected of him, and brought in a law by which a remedy is applied to all our ills. Glory be to his name!

The Condemnation of Sin:
The Weakness of the Law


The law can do much for it is holy, just and good, but it cannot forgive sin. It is utterly weak to justify a sinner.

The Love of God


Who can measure the depths of this love in allowing His only Beloved to be identified with human sin and guilt.

The Grace of Christ


Although in the form of God, and equal with God, He made Himself of no reputation and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. By grace are you saved.

The End of Sin

By the offering of His body as a sacrifice, He has finished transgression and made an end of sin as an obstacle in man's way to God.

Devotional

When 2 Corinthians 5:21 declares that Christ was made sin, this includes the sin spoken of in Romans 8:3 - sin in the flesh. When Christ died, He died for this thing called sin. Sin is a living, moving thing resident in our flesh. "Sin" is different from "sins" that we have committed. Sin dwelling in our flesh is that thing that feels "wrong" in us - that thing that wants to think on its own, that wants to be depressed, that wants to get angry, that wants to lust, that wants to live with its drives and compulsions. Sin moves, it reacts, it gets hurt. 

Sin in us is something that involuntarily happens by virtue of our being in the flesh. For example, you do not choose to wake up depressed. Before you even decide how you want to be, you are already depressed. That means sin in the flesh is a living kind of feeling that we coexist with and that is present alongside our organic union with Christ. It shows up in different ways. Sin in the flesh is the greatest factor in a believer's life for receiving all kinds of condemnation, accusation, and categorization from the devil. Because of the ugly manifestations of sin in the flesh - things that surface and show up in our thoughts and our emotions - there is a tug-of-war inside of us. Paul briefly describes this conflict in Galatians 5:17. While something for God is operating in us, simultaneously something else is operating that wants to sin. Sin plans to sin. It has already planned to do its next thing.

C. H. Spurgeon

Unregenerate men, the men who remain in the state in which they were born, the men who allow their lower nature to have the predominance, “they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh.” That is all that they care about, all that they think about, all that they toil for, all that they really “mind.”

8:4
in order that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  

in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.  

That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

Bound to Obey

Some people believe that since we are saved by grace and are no longer under the law, then we are no longer bound to the law. That’s true in this sense: we are not bound to the penalty of the law. Since we came to Christ, the law no longer has power to condemn or execute us. However, we are bound to its precepts, for God has not changed His morality.

The apostle Paul said, “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus…. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh” (Rom. 8:1–3). The sacrifice of Christ freed us from the penalty of the law—He died in our place. So we are free from the law only in the sense that it cannot condemn us, yet we are still commanded to obey its precepts.

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh, what a blessed thing it is to walk, freely, “not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” even though, all the while, there is, within the soul, this strife that the apostle has been describing!

Devotional
The subject of the Spirit's writing on our hearts in the new covenant is the law of God as it is described by the Lord Himself in Matthew 5 - 7. In these chapters, what the Lord spoke is the righteous requirement of the law. It is the inner reality of the outward law. Now this uplifted law is being written upon our hearts by the Spirit. It is this Spirit-writing that constitutes the Lord's voice within us.

The evidence of our hearing the Lord's voice is both the consciousness we have within our hearts as well as the inclination of our hearts. For example, the very consciousness and prompting within us forbidding us to take a certain course of action or hold a certain attitude is His speaking within. The consciousness itself is the Lord's voice. This kind of consciousness may also be understood as a consciousness of life, because the nature of the consciousness is an inner awareness that is being supplied to us by the life of God. If we cooperate with this consciousness, or in other words, if we listen to the Lord's voice within, and by faith obey His forbidding feeling, we will unlock the floodgate of the Spirit of life into our whole being. It is important to know that His voice always comes with this supply of His presence and 
This the secret of the holy,

Not our holiness, but HIM:

Jesus! Empty us and fill us,

With Thy fullness to the brim.

C. H. Spurgeon

Mark, again, how Paul brings us to this as the great evidence of our being in Christ Jesus,-the not walking after the flesh. Now, every man, as he is born into the world, left to himself, is sure to “walk after the flesh.” It is only the man who has the Spirit of God put into his soul, who has the heavenly gift from on high, who will “walk after the Spirit.” 
It is not talking after the flesh, but it is walking after it, that condemns us, and it is not talking after the Spirit that will save us, it is walking after the Spirit that is the evidence of salvation; not talking, but walking. How many of you are there who are talkative, who can talk religion, and give us as much as we like of it, but whose life and conversation are not such as become godliness! “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” If ye sow to the flesh, ye “shall of the flesh reap corruption,” but if ye sow to the Spirit, ye “shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”

8:5
For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.  

Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.  
For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit.  

8:5-6 Paul divides people into two categories—those who let themselves be controlled by their sinful natures, and those who follow after the Holy Spirit. All of us would be in the first category if Jesus hadn’t offered us a way out. Once we have said yes to Jesus, we will want to continue following him, because his way brings life and peace. Daily we must consciously choose to center our lives on God. Use the Bible to discover God’s guidelines, and then follow them. In every perplexing situation ask yourself, “What would Jesus want me to do?” When the Holy Spirit points out what is right, do it eagerly. For more on our sinful natures versus our new life in Christ, see Romans 6:6-8, Ephes. 4:22-24; Col. 3:3-15.

C. H. Spurgeon

Everything according to its nature. Water will rise as high as its source, but it will not naturally flow any higher. The great thing, then, is to be brought under the dominion of the Holy Spirit, and of that new nature which is the offspring of the Spirit. Then we try to rise up to our source, and we rise vastly higher than human nature ever can under any force that you can apply to it. The new nature can do what the old nature cannot do.

C. H. Spurgeon

That mind with which we are all born is enmity against God, and however much refined or polished a man may be, however amiable or polite, however he may shine amongst his fellow-creatures, if he has not had a new heart and a right spirit, he is at “enmity against God,” and he cannot enter heaven until there has been a divine change wrought in him. Some of you suppose because you have never been guilty of any vice, because you have not indulged in any great transgression, that therefore you do not require the work of regeneration in your hearts. You will be mightily mistaken if you continue under that delusion until the last great day. “For to be carnally minded,” even though that carnal mind is in a body that is dressed in silks and satins, “To be carnally minded is death,” even though it be whitewashed till it looks like a spiritual one. 
“To be carnally minded,” even though you sow the carnal mind with a few good garden seeds of the flowers of morality, will still be nothing but damnation to you at the last.

“To be carnally minded is death;” only, “to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God:”

R. C. Sproul

Romans *:5-6 says, “For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.” This passage speaks of two types of people: the spiritually minded and the carnally minded. Spiritually minded people are Christians and carnally minded people are unbelievers.

But what does it mean to be spiritually minded? It has to do with the focus of your thoughts, but it doesn’t mean that you think about nebulous spiritual matters or that you think about God in the abstract. Rather, it means that you set your mind on what the Spirit of God desires. Ask yourself, what do you think about then you daydream, when you’re alone in your car, when you’re gazing out a window, when you’re about to fall asleep, or when you wake up in the morning? Where do your thoughts turn? Are they perpetually on earthly things?

The mind of the unbeliever is set on the things of the sinful nature desires, the things of this world that consume us. A carnally minded person puts the things of the flesh in the center of his thoughts. But contrast, the Christian’s mind is set on spiritual things, even when he is sinning. He may struggle with sin and may even sin grossly in a backslidden way, but through it all he is thinking about God. His conscience is reminding him that his actions are wrong. He is aware of God’s chastising hand, and he is grieved in his heart that he is sinning.
A believer also thinks about the things of God without having to be externally motivated. Everyone thinks about God in the abstract at some time, but the Christian thinks about the Lord spontaneously. David wrote that he meditated on the law day and night, that the word of the Lord was always before him. Did this mean he never sinned? We know he did, but he also loved the word of the Lord and set his thoughts in that direction.

The spiritually minded person loves the things of God and delights in thinking about them. He is also grieved when he has sinned against the Lord. If this describes you, you are spiritually minded, which can be said only of believers.
C. H. Spurgeon

Those in whom there is a new life begotten by the Holy Ghost — these mind the things of the Spirit. Each nature seeks its own things, — the flesh seeks the things of the flesh, the spirit seeks the things of the Spirit. Judge ye, my hearers, to which case ye belong by this test, — for what are you living? That which you live for is the true index of your nature. Do you mind spiritual things or the things of the flesh?

Devotional

When we experience inclinations toward God and the things of God, it causes us to worship Him because we realize that the very thing He is inclining us to do, He Himself does. It is all grace! For example, He wants us to love Him, so He Himself imparts into us the love whereby we can love Him. We discover that the love of God is something poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit. Another inclination that we discover is a desire to share Christ with others. We gradually begin to realize that the inclination itself is the Lord's voice in us prompting us to preach the gospel. There are also the times when we wake up in the morning with a few words of a hymn or spiritual song. We are then inclined to go to our hymnal to find the rest of the words of that song. When we do, we are face-to-face with God's specific words or speaking to us for that day. How many times have you been inwardly directed to a devotional book, such as Daily Light, only to find the word, the line, or the verse that met your need at that moment?


To hear the sweet sound of the Lord's voice in our daily life, we need to look for and follow the Spirit-produced inclinations. Following these inclinations will issue in the sense of life and peace within. Under the new covenant, His speaking does not normally come to us as an audible voice. It comes in the line of a verse, in the words of a song, in fellowship with another member of the Body, in a message we heard from the Word, or in the growing burden we feel in our hearts. As we open ourselves to live out of the source of the Spirit (Rom. 8:4-5), we will increasingly be made aware of our heart's inclinations (Rom. 8:6). It is in those inclinations that we will find the Lord's voice for our daily life. 

C. H. Spurgeon

Flesh cares for flesh. The man who is all body cares only for the body. The man, whose mind is under subjection to his body, minds “the things of the.”

Where the Holy Ghost is Supreme where the spiritual world has become predominant over the heart and life. There, men live for something nobler than the worldly man’s trinity, “What shall we eat, and what shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed?” 
The carnal life is only becoming to a beast, or a bird, or an insect. But when a man cares for his immortal spirit, and lives for divine and spiritual things, he has attained to the life that is life indeed.

Illustration

A judge opened court with this announcement: Gents, I have in hand two checks, a bribe you might call it; one from the defendant for $15,000, another from the accuser for $10,000. My decision is to return the $5,000 to the defendant, and decide the case strictly on its merits.

C. H. Spurgeon

They live to eat and drink. They live for self-aggrandizement. They live for the world and its pleasures alone. It is according to their nature. Everything acts according to its nature. The wolf devours; the sheep patiently feeds.

They that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh.

God has given us, then, the Spirit to dwell in us, and now I trust we can say that we desire holiness, and righteousness, and peace, and joy, in the Holy Ghost, for these things are the things of the Spirit.

Timeless Insights
The game is into sudden-death playoff. The crowd is hushed. The player studies the angle of the shot. He concentrates, lifts his club, begins his swing and someone in the crowd sneezes. He falters slightly on the downswing, and the ball brushes the lip of the cup and rolls by. It was only a momentary distraction but it may have cost him the win. To focus intently on your task is half the battle in reaching any goal. Let Ruth Paxson explain how to keep your mind set on life's highest objective.

"Set your mind on the things of the Spirit. That doesn't mean once in awhile, or even in a few moments of devotional fellowship with Christ. It means the whole bent of our minds is to be fixed upon Christ, upon the things of the Spirit.  It means before you go to the kitchen or the office, when you first wake up in the morning, your mind goes to Him. Even while you are dressing, your mind can go to Him. Then you can sit down with your mind fixed on Him. If that takes place, He is in your mind and His Word is in your mind, so that you do not have to go out with your forehead all wrinkled up, saying 'How am I going to get through this day?' You go to your duties with a quiet, restful mind, an accurate assured mind, so that you do your work the way it ought to be done."

High achievers nearly always have clearly defined goals and definite plans for reaching them. They set their minds on their goals, and by hard work, determination, and concentration, more often than not they reach their goals. God's goal for believers is to make them like Jesus Christ. And He uses all the circumstances of life to do it. Check your mind-set. Is your goal for your life the same as God's?

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh! what a death it is to us if ever the flesh gets the mastery; and if it had the mastery in us, we should know that we were in death still; but oh! What a joy, what life, what peace it is to have the Spirit ruling in us, so that we are spiritually minded. God give us this to the full!

Righteousness of the Law:
Its Character

The law is righteous, and demands righteousness. By the law is the knowledge of sin.

Its Fulfillment

Love is the fulfilling of the law. For with the heart man believes in righteousness.

The Condition

They who would rejoice in Christ Jesus can have no confidence in the flesh.

Devotional The preposition "according to" in this verse signifies the standard by which we live. When God changes the source of our being, we discover that we have a new standard to live by. We no longer live according to the standard of the flesh. The flesh is not our point of reference anymore. We do not live out from the flesh, or according to the flesh. Our standard now is to walk according to spirit, which means to do things, conduct ourselves, and live according to the realm of the Spirit.


To live according to the flesh is to set your mind on the things of the flesh. This means that you take your self as your source and live according to it. Experientially, you are absorbed in your self. You live out of your self, considering your condemnation, your shortage, your condition, your situation. This is to mind the things of the flesh. Minding the things of the flesh means that your tendency is to bring up your whole history - your failures, your inability, your conflicting thoughts. When you begin thinking in this way, you get bent in this direction, and soon you are possessed with your self. Actually, you are susceptible to thinking the devil's thoughts (2 Cor. 2:11). Indeed, your soul-life is enmeshed with the demonic realm (James 3:15). You entertain demonic thought-life and patterns. Why? Because you have lived out of the wrong source - not according to spirit but according to flesh.

In contrast, when we live according to the spirit, we set our minds on the things of the Spirit. The new standard of the Spirit ushers us into a new realm with a new way of thinking and an entirely new set of values. We begin to value and prefer Christ above everything else. Consider what you value, and you will discover the standard by which you live.

8:6
For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,  

The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;  
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.  
Rom. 6:21 

Therefore what benefit were you then deriving from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the outcome of those things is death.

Gal. 6:8 

For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.

C. H. Spurgeon

Flesh must die. Its tendency is to corruption; but the spirit never dies. Its tendency, its instinct, is growth, advance, immortality.

Days of Praise
This passage defines for us both the carnal mind and the spiritual mind, not with formal definitions, but by giving the equivalent terms.

First the carnal mind is identified as being enmity against God (Romans 8:7), a rampant disregard for God's law. Furthermore, the carnal mind is equated with death, specifically eternal, spiritual death. A physically living person may have a carnal mind, bringing with it a spiritual deadness and eternal doom. This also serves us as a working definition of death; being hostile toward God, or minding the things of the flesh. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.

Next, we see that the spiritual mind is life and peace; a supreme preference for God and subjection to His will. This state not only leads to eternal life but is life, along with peace, even now. There can be no peace for the carnally minded. Some would wrongly teach that the physical death of the unbeliever leads to the total annihilation of his body, soul, and spirit. However, this passage teaches that the minding of the things of the flesh does not only lead to ultimate physical death, but is death right now. Death is not the extinction of being, but the alienation of that being from Christ. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. If Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

The word here is phronema, which means way of thinking. We must reorient our whole approach to life so that we seek to be responsive to God the Spirit and rely on Him, rather than seek to keep God's Law and rely on our own strength.

Yielding Control

To be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. —Romans 8:6

During a visit with a friend suffering from Lou Gehrig's disease, I asked what lessons God was teaching her as she traveled down this difficult road. Her immediate response was, "Loss of control."

She had always been a highly organized, independent person whose corporate job involved long hours and frequent travel. Now she had to depend on others for everything from getting dressed to brushing her teeth. Unable to move her arms or legs, she had control over only what she thought and what she said. She knew that soon she would even lose her power of speech. "I used to stress over my job," she said, "and never really gave it to the Lord. Now, with almost all control gone, I can stress about [my physical limitation] or surrender it to Christ."

The question facing each of us is, "Will I retain control of my life or yield it to the Lord today?" To live only for what I want is to be controlled by the sinful nature. Paul said that this leads to death, "but to be spiritually minded is life and peace" (Romans 8:6).

To one degree or another, we will all lose control of our lives as we grow older. Yielding control to God is a choice we can make every day—starting today. 

 

True freedom comes not from choosing our way, but from yielding to God's way.

Illustration

Some years ago Richard Speck allegedly murdered eight student nurses in Chicago in cold-blooded deliberateness. He was tried and sentenced to death. Acknowledging his guilt, the Supreme Court of the United States later ruled that the death sentence was illegally passed upon him because there was no one on the jury opposed to a death penalty! Therefore the imposition of the death penalty was illegal.

A Life Worth Living

To be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. --Romans 8:6

At a banquet for an academic society, I sat next to a world-renowned scholar. I knew he was admired globally for the books he had written and for his lectures. I also knew that for years he had been struggling with depression. He told me that he was dependent on medication and counseling to keep him going. Then he said, "But Jesus Christ gives me a reason for living." Those words are etched in my memory.

Whether we are afflicted physically or distressed emotionally, or if we are robustly healthy in body and mind, we all need a reason for living. If we are merely existing from day to day, we understand what Shakespeare meant when he wrote that our lives can be like "an idiot's tale, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing."

In the midst of our frantic activity we occasionally become aware that apart from a life of faith in Christ there is no eternal purpose for what we are doing. Our busyness keeps us from facing the fact that everything we do adds up to zero—unless we believe what the apostle Paul said, "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21).

Is that your testimony? Are you experiencing in Jesus Christ a life that is really worth living?   
Living for Jesus is the best reason
 for living.

A.W. Tozer 

In the Pauline epistles, the gravitational pull of the heart in one direction or another is called the mind. In the eighth chapter of Romans, for instance, when Paul refers to the mind he is referring to the sum of our dominant desires. The mere intellect, then, is not the mind: the mind is intellect plus an emotional tug strong enough to determine action! As Christians, our only safety lies in complete honesty. We must surrender our hearts to God so that we have no unholy desires, then let the Scriptures pronounce their judgment on a contemplated course. If the Scriptures condemn an object, we must accept that judgment and conform to it, no matter how we may for the moment feel about it.

To want a thing, or feel that we want it, and then to turn from it because we see that it is contrary to the will of God is to win a great battle on the way to spiritual mindedness. To bring our desires to the cross and allow them to be nailed there with Christ is a good and a beautiful thing. To be tempted and yet to glorify God in the midst of it is to honor Him where it counts. This is more pleasing to God than any amount of sheltered and untempted piety could ever be! God is always glorified when He wins a moral victory over us, and we are always benefited, immeasurably and gloriously benefited! The blood of Christ will cleanse not only actual sins but the very inward desires so that we will not want to sin. A blessed state indeed, and blessed are they that reach it!

Open Windows
This text indicates the prevalence of two sources from which our lives are influenced: the spiritual and the worldly. With freedom to choose, life may flow upward or downward. One's energies may glorify God as inspired from on high or yield to injurious temptations from below. Hence, the scriptural advice to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. In the long run that is the only real difference between us. Life for us means either that we want to live on the tope floor, or that we are content to live in the cellar.

What is spiritual-mindedness? It is an awareness of God through the revelation of our Lord and Savior. It is a way of looking at life with Christ at the center of it all, which brings life's greatest rewards. The new life of the spiritually-minded is a blessing in the present with the promise of full fruition in eternity. It is life lived under the rule of God with the glow of God in the heart: a sense of harmony, a joyous spirit, and inward strength. The text brings it down to the bottom line of our existence: To be spiritually minded is life and peace.

Pray that you may be spiritually minded 

and possess life and peace.

Illustration
A little girl whose baby brother had just died asked her mother where baby had gone. To be with Jesus, replied the mother. A few says later, talking to a friend, the mother said, I am so grieved to have lost by baby. The little girl heard her, and remembering what her mother had told her, looked up into her eyes and asked, Mother, is a thing lost when you know where it is? No, of course not. Well, then, how can baby be lost when he has gone to be with Jesus? Her mother never forgot this. It was the truth.

C. H. Spurgeon

As long as a man lives only for this present evil world, lives for self, lives under the domination of the flesh, he cannot really know God, or truly serve him. Such a mind as his “is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.”

The Carnal Mind
There is absolutely nothing in it that is pleasing to God. He that goes to this fleshly mind shall reap corruption, the proof of death. They that are in the flesh cannot please God. The carnal mind is not death in a passive sense, for it is even worse than that, it is enmity against God, and so very bitter that it cannot possibly be subject to the law of God. A corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. The only cure for the carnal mind is crucifixion. Saul was delivered from his fleshly mind when he said, What wilt Thou have me to do? I am crucified with Christ.

The Spiritual Mind
It is the evidence of a great change. Life and peace are the results of this new Spirit-creation. The enmity has been slain by the Cross. They now sow to the Spirit and reap life everlasting. The spiritual mind is a mind illumined by the Spirit of truth, enjoying the love of God, and seeking the carrying out of His purposes. They are alive unto God, and thus members are yielded to Him as instruments of righteousness. It is the good tree that cannot bring forth evil fruit. It is a condition of life in Christ and peace with God.

Devotional In the realm of life there are feelings and sensations (Eph. 4:18-19). These sensations may also be identified as the consciousness of life. For example, when you are talking with someone out of the source of your self, you may have a consciousness of feeling awkward, restless, uneasy, and uncomfortable. There is something within you forbidding. If you do not know the realm of life, you will just ignore those sensations and proceed with your thought, your view, your argument, your words. This means you are living out of the wrong source. Instead of coming from the source of the spirit, being sensitive to the feelings of life, you override the realm of the spirit by the self. So the undealt-with, ignorant self does not know how to relate in life.

To be a person in the realm of life is to be one who progressively learns to take care of the spirit and the inner registrations of life and peace. It is not to pay attention to right and wrong according to the self, but to pay attention to life and peace according to the Spirit. This is to take care of the inner consciousness in our being. It is the same as paying attention to the registrations of the Spirit written on our heart and mind (Heb. 8:10). It is the same as taking care of the flow of life coming from our innermost being (John 7:38-39). And it is also the same as recognizing peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom. 14:17). This is how we relate in life. 

C. H. Spurgeon

The old nature never will obey the law of God; it never can do so. What then is to be done with it? Improve it? Nay, my brethren, the only thing to be done with it is to let it die, and then to bury it. In baptism you have a most significant symbol of what is to be done with the flesh; you are to treat it as a dead thing, and therefore to bury it. Let the old life be crucified and put to death with Christ, and let the new life take its place.

C. H. Spurgeon

It is so deeply vitiated, so thoroughly depraved, that so long as the fleshly mind exists, it will be in rebellion against God. “Ye must be born again,” for that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and only that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Unless we are renewed, then, by the Spirit of God, we never shall be subject to the law of God; neither, indeed, can we be.

8:7
because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so;  

the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.    
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.  

James 4:4 

You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

C. H. Spurgeon

The old nature is hopelessly bad. There is no mending it. It is enmity, not merely at enmity; but it is absolutely enmity. It is not subject to God’s law, and you cannot make it so.

R.C. Sproul
One of the primary objections often raised against the doctrine of divine election is that it violates man's free will. To answer this we must look at man's ability to choose and what is meant by free will. Once again we turn to the Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689: Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation, so as a natural man, being altogether averse from that good, and dead in sin, is not able by his own strength to commit himself, or to prepare himself thereunto (Chap.. 9:3). Earlier this century Gresham Machen wrote, A man's choices are free in the sense that they are not just determined by external compulsion. But they are not free if freedom is meant freedom from determination by the man's own character.

All mankind is free in the sense that all people act according to their nature. We have the freedom to make choices according to our wills, which are fashioned by who we are. We do not have the freedom to be anything we are not. For example, we do not have the freedom to choose to be infinite. We do not have the freedom to be in more than one place at once. God also is bound by His own nature in this way. He feely acts in accord with His won nature. For example, God cannot choose to be finite. He cannot choose to stop being God. He cannot choose to sin. Likewise, fallen men, because they are totally depraved (not one is good, Scripture says), cannot choose to be righteous. For a fallen person to choose to have faith in Christ (which is totally contrary to his nature) would mean he has righteousness remaining in his nature. But the historic confessions uniformly affirm, and our experience universally confirms, that fallen man does not have this ability.

Therefore, election does not violate man's free will. Fallen man freely chooses according to his nature. Because that nature is sinful, he only freely chooses to sin; no one compels him to sin. In order for a person to have faith, his nature must be changed. This is what God does in the regeneration of the soul. Once the nature is changed, that person freely chooses to love Christ and to put faith in Him alone.

Read Matthew 7:16-18. How does Jesus' analogy of the tree apply to fallen man's ability to choose the good? Read John 3:3-8. What does Jesus say must happen in order for a person to come to Christ? Is this something man can do on his own? Why is this necessary to salvation?

Paul uses a noun, not an adjective. He does not say that the carnal mind is opposed to God merely, but it is the positive enmity. It is not black, but blackness. It is not at enmity, but enmity itself. It is not wicked; it is wickedness itself. The heart, though it be deceitful, is positively deceit. It is evil in the concrete, sin in the essence. It is the distillation, the quintessence of all things that are vile.

C. H. Spurgeon

The opponents of the free-grace gospel, which it is our delight to preach, assert that men can be saved, if they will, and that men most certainly can repent, and can believe, and can come to God of their own free will, and that it is not through any defect in any powers that they have if they are not saved. Now, we are not over prone to controvert that point; but, at the same time, we do not understand the meaning of this verse if what they say is correct. It says here, “The carnal mind is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” Some say that men could repent if it were their inclination. Exactly so; but that is what we assert,-that it never will be and never can be their inclination, except they are constrained to do so by the grace of God. Rowland Hill uses a very singular and odd metaphor in his “Village Dialogues.” Two parties are speaking together on this subject, and one of them, pointing to the cat sitting on the hearth says, “Do you see that cat? She sits there, and licks her paws, and washes herself clean.” “I see that,” said the other. “Well,” said the first speaker, “did you ever hear of one of the hogs taken out of the sty that did so?” “No,” said he. “But he could if he liked,” said the other. Ah, verily, he could if he liked; but it is not according to his nature, and you never saw such a thing done, and until you have changed the swine’s nature, he cannot perform such a good action; and God’s Word says the same of man. We do not care about fifty thousand aphorisms, or syllogisms, or anything else; God’s Word against man’s any day. Jesus said, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him.” “The carnal mind is enmity against God.”

Men cannot come to Jesus, unless the Father draws them to him. We assert that, from first to last, the work of salvation is all of grace; and we are not afraid of any licentious tendency of that doctrine, or anything of the kind. God’s Word, in all its simplicity, must be preached, and we leave him to take care of his own truth. Blessed be God, this humbling truth is of far more use than the other doctrine, which puffs men up with pride, telling them that they can perform what most assuredly they cannot do. “It is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.”

Enmity Against God:

The carnal mind shows its enmity;

· By Trifling with the 

Name of God.

· By Neglecting the 

Word of God.

· By Sneering at the 

Work of God.

· By Scoffing at the 

People of God.

· By Unthankfulness for the 

Mercies of God.

· By Resisting the 

Holy Spirit of God.
· By Rejecting the 

Saving Son of God.

C. H. Spurgeon

We must be born again then. It is no use improving the flesh. The taking away of the filth of the flesh was the old law but the burying of the flesh, that is the new. The plunging of it into the death of Christ is the very sign of the new covenant. Oh! to know to the full the power of the life of God for the death of the flesh!

Illustration
Voltaire, on his deathbed, addressed his doctor: I am abandoned by God and man. I will give you half of what I am worth, if your will give me six months' life. The doctor replied, sir, you cannot live six weeks. Voltaire replied, Then I shall go to hell, and you will go with me. Soon after he expired.

Illustration
In a courtroom drama written by Judge Curtis Bik, the plaintiff, who was a sculptor, at one point asked the judge in frustration, Isn't this a court of justice? No, replied the judge. It is a court of law. Justice is an ideal like truth or beauty. As you try to achieve beauty with your mallet and chisel, so law is our tool in the pursuit of Justice.

8:8
and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  

Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.  
C. H. Spurgeon

So long as we are under the dominion of the old nature, the depraved and fallen nature, there is no pleasing God.

Men may wash this old nature, they may clothe it, they may decorate it, they may educate it, but there is no evolution which can produce grace out of nature. The child of nature may be finely dressed, but it is a dead child however gaudily it is attired. There is a vital eternal difference between the old nature and the new.

R.C. Sproul
These verses fall like a hammer on any kind of Pelagianism, semi-Pelagianism, or Arminianism. Each of these positions in its own way teaches that somehow fallen man still has the ability to please God, or to choose salvation. These verses show that fallen man cannot please God.

The carnal or fleshly mind is at war with God. This is because it is not subject to the law of God, and indeed it cannot be subject to God's law. This is the doctrine of the total depravity of man. It does not mean that man is utterly depraved; that is, as bad as he possibly can be. Rather, the issue is this: Does man in his fallen nature have the moral ability to obey God? The answer of Paul is a resounding no. Man is his carnality suffers under a moral inability to do the will of God. 

It is not just that man is not subject to God's law, but that man cannot be subject to God's law. This is because of his flesh, and remember that flesh (sarx) here does not refer to man's physical nature but to his sinful nature. The great American theologian Johathan Edwards once wrote in a sermon that we are by nature enemies of God. That's why the Bible spends so much time talking about reconciliation. Paul summarizes his point in verse 8. It is impossible for someone who is pure flesh (sarx) ever to please God. The Armenian holds that it is possible for fallen man, still in the flesh, to choose Christ and be born again. We have to say that this is not so, however, Paul makes it clear that unless God first does a work of grace in our souls and quickens us, we would never choose Christ, because we are by nature enemies of God.

No one likes to be told that there are things that are impossible for him to accomplish. For the most part we have an inflated view of our capabilities. After all, have we not sent men to the moon? The same remarkable accomplishments however are impossible for the unregenerate in the moral and spiritual realm. Thank God today for His electing love and the consequent grace of Christ.

C. H. Spurgeon

So that although Christ dwells in a man, he must not reckon that he will be free from suffering, and pain, and sickness, for the body has not yet risen from the dead, and does not yet feel the full effect of regeneration. The soul is risen from the dead by regeneration, and it therefore “is life because of righteousness;” and the body will, in due time, also share in the power of Christ’s Spirit. The day draweth near when we “shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”
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Just you and me and brother, you'd better get busy, for it's too much for me!

C. H. Spurgeon

No man “in the flesh” can please God. Oh, what a sword this is,-a sharp two-edged sword against many of you, my friends! 
Some of you who regularly attend this house of prayer, and others of you who stray in here in the evening, you “are in the flesh,” and you “cannot please God.” Perhaps you have been attempting to do it. You have said, “I will attend the house of prayer regularly.” You cannot please God by doing that, so long as you are “in the flesh.” You may be as moral as you please, and we beseech you so to be; but unless you have the Spirit of God unless you are really changed in heart, and made new creatures in Christ Jesus, all that you can do, as long as you are “in the flesh, cannot please God.” 
Virtues, in unregenerate men, are nothing but whitewashed sins. The best performance of an unchanged character is worthless in God’s sight. It lacks the stamp of grace upon it; and that which has not the stamp of grace is false coin. Be it ever so beautiful in model and finish it is not what it should be. “So then they that are in the flesh cannot praise God.”

Devotional

God has unique designs with every one of us - to so arrange our environment and circumstances that we would be brought on to conformity to the image of His Son (Rom. 8:29). Thus, there is the intercession of the Spirit with groanings which cannot be uttered. Due to our weakness, we do not know how to pray as we ought. Verse 26 says, "Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what . . ." In the original Greek, the definite article "the" is before the word "what." Thus it would read "We do not know the what we should pray for as we ought." 

Now, what is the what? According to the context of this passage, the what refers to the specific things that are divinely arranged to take place in our environment. Whatever these things turn out to be, they are working together for good - to cause us to be more conformed to the image of God's Son. They may include what we would consider negative. They may be specific things and situations that are contrary to what we would choose or prefer. Hebrews 12 tells us that these environmental things are our discipline under the Lord's hand. The discipline may come in the form of a physical problem. It may be a family problem. It may be a job problem. It may be some pressure in your marriage relationship. It may be pressure in other relationships. The Lord knows exactly what every one of us needs 

C. H. Spurgeon

Christ does not own any that are not indwelt by his Spirit. They may wear the Christian name; they may perform some acts which look like Christian acts; but all this avails nothing. You must have the Spirit of God within you, or else you are none of his; and what a thing it is to be “none of his.”

“Verily,” says Christ, “I never knew you.” “But, Lord, we ate and drank with thee: thou didst preach in our streets.” But he says, “I never knew you.” They are none of his. Oh! dear friends, the highest point to which human nature can reach of itself falls short of being in Christ. There must be the Spirit of God dwelling in us, or else we are none of his.

8:9
However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.  

You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.  
But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.  

1Cor. 3:16 

Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

Gal. 4:6 

And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 'ABBA!' Father!'

Phil. 1:19 

For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

1 John 4:13 

By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.

8:9 Have you ever worried about whether or not you really are a Christian? A Christian is anyone who has the Spirit of God living in him or her. If you have sincerely trusted Christ for your salvation and acknowledged him as Lord, then the Holy Spirit has come into your life, and you are a Christian. You won’t know that the Holy Spirit has come if you are waiting for a certain feeling; you will know he has come because Jesus promised he would. When the Holy Spirit is working within you, you will believe that Jesus Christ is God’s Son and that eternal life comes through him (1 John 5:5); you will begin to act as Christ directs (Romans 8:5; Galatians 5:22-23); you will find help in your daily problems and in your praying (Romans 8:26-27); you will be empowered to serve God and do his will (Acts 1:8; Romans 12:6ff); and you will become part of God’s plan to build up his church (Ephes. 4:12-13).

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh! this is a very wonderful fact, that the Spirit of God should dwell in us.

I have often said to you that I never know which of two mysteries most to admire — God incarnate in Christ, or the Holy Spirit indwelling in man; they are two marvelous things, miracles of miracles.

A.W. Tozer 

One of the most telling blows which the enemy ever struck at the life of the Church was to create in her a groundless fear of the Holy Spirit! He has been and is so widely misunderstood that the very mention of His Name in some circles is enough to brighten many people into resistance. Perhaps we may help by examining that fire which is the symbol of the Spirit's Person and Presence.

The Holy Spirit is first of all a moral flame. It is not an accident of language that He is called the HOLY Spirit, for whatever else the word holy may mean it does undoubtedly carry with it the idea of moral purity. And the Spirit, being God, must be absolutely and infinitely pure! It follows then that whoever would be filled and indwelt by the Spirit should first judge his life for any hidden iniquities; he should courageously expel from his heart everything which is out of accord with the character of God as revealed by the holy Scriptures.

At the base of all true Christian experience must lie a sound and sane morality. No joys are valid, no delights legitimate where sin is allowed to live in life or conduct. No transgression of pure righteousness dare excuse itself on the ground of superior religious experience. Be ye holy is a serious commandment from the Lord of the whole earth. The true Christian ideal is not to be happy but to be holy. The holy heart alone can be the habitation of the Holy Spirit!

He is called in the first part of the verse, the Spirit of God, and then he is styled, the Spirit of Christ. Christ and God are essentially one. The Holy Ghost stands in intimate relationship both to the Father and to the Son, and is rightly called by either name.

C. H. Spurgeon

O beloved, we have need each of us to put ourselves in this scale! Come, preacher, be not too sure of thine own salvation. Come, church-member, do not be too certain of thine own regeneration. Come, Christian, put thyself in this scale: “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” If he has not the Holy Ghost really dwelling in him, guiding him, directing him, teaching him, comforting him, supporting him, he is none of Christ’s. And if we do not exhibit the Spirit of Christ in our character,-if we have not gentleness, meekness, purity, holiness, benevolence, we are none of Christ’s. 
Ah, this will take some of your flimsy Christians to pieces. Half of your professors, we fear, will at the last be found not to have had “the Spirit of Christ.” It is one thing to profess religion, beloved, it is quite another thing to possess vital godliness. We may sit down at the communion table, but oh! if we never had the Spirit of Christ, we “are none of his.” We may plead our own goodness before the throne of God at the last; but Jesus Christ will say, “You have not my Spirit; you are none of mine;” and then, however much we may have striven to serve God, unless we have the Spirit of Christ, there shall be nothing for us but the fearful curse, “Depart! depart! depart!” “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.” 
Let us ask him for his Spirit; let us plead with him for his grace; and though some of you have never had it, yet if you now ask for it, our God is a gracious God, full of mercy, and exceedingly pitiful; whosoever calleth upon his name shall be saved; and though the chief of sinners, if you sincerely ask for pardon and for grace, you shall receive it at his hand. The Lord help you so to pray, for Jesus Christ’s sake! Amen.

Oswald Chambers
If we have the indwelling identification with Jesus Christ, then we are alive, and more and more alive. In the Christian life the saint is ever young; amazingly and boisterously young, certain that everything is all right. A young Christian is remarkably full of impulse and delight, because he or she realizes the salvation of God; but this is the real gaiety of knowing that we may cast all our cares on Him and that He cares for us. This is the greatest indication of our identification with Jesus Christ.

If it were possible (which it is not) for you to produce the same virtues in yourself which are produced by the Holy Spirit, yet even those would not suffice, for the text is absolute. It does not say, If any man have not the works of the Spirit or the influences of the Spirit or the general character which comes from the indwelling of the Spirit. It goes deeper and declares, If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. The difference between the regenerate and the unregenerate is not one of degree, but of kind.

C. H. Spurgeon

Ye saints of Rome to whom Paul was writing, and ye who believe in Christ now: “Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.”

If Christ’s Spirit has not quickened you, you do not belong to Christ. Some preach a very general sort of gospel in which everybody has a share, but the Bible knows nothing of that sort of gospel. “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” Do you know what it is to have the Spirit of Christ ? If not, my hearer, do not deceive yourself you are none of his. “If any man” — be he prince or magistrate, a member of Parliament or a doctor of divinity, — ” if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”

Illustration
To be filled with the Holy Spirit is to be filled with one who is already there, in our hearts. Take up a sponge and while it is in your hand squeeze it. In that condition, plunge it in water and submerge it, keeping it in there. It is now in the water and the water is in it. As you hold it in the water, you open your hand, and as you do so the water fills all the pores which you release in this way. It is now filled with the water. When we receive Christ we are born anew and put into that sphere where the Holy Spirit is operating and the Holy Spirit comes to reside in us!

Oswald Chambers
The one thing about our Lord that the Pharisees found it hard to understand was His gaiety in connection with the things over which they were appallingly solemn. And what puzzled the religious people of Paul's day was his uncrushable gaiety; he treated buoyantly everything that they treated most seriously. Paul was in earnest over one thing only, and that was his relationship to Jesus Christ. There he was in earnest, and there they were totally indifferent.

C. H. Spurgeon

That is why we have aches and pains, and infirmities, because the body is dead; that is, doomed to die, must die; it must see corruption unless the Lord come, and even in that case it must undergo a wondrous change; so we regard our body as dead. No wonder, then, that all those aches and pains and troubles of body do come upon us. The day shall come when, however, even it shall be delivered from the power of death; meanwhile, blessed be God, “the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”

Definitions:

Justice



The state, action or principle of treating all persons equally in


accordance with the law.


Goodness 


The quality or state of being morally sound.


Truth 



Freedom from deceit or falseness.


Eternal



Without beginning or end.


Infinite 



Incalculable, eternal, endless, and imperceptible.


Unchangeable


Incapable of changing or being modified.


Wisdom 


Deep, thorough, or mature understanding.


Power 



The right and power to command, decide, rule or judge.


Holiness 


Blessedness, sacredness or sanctity.

Illustration
An American with an English gentleman was viewing the Niagara whirlpool rapids, when he said to his friend: Come, and I'll show you the greatest unused power in the world. And taking him to the foot of Niagara falls, there, he said, is the greatest unused power in the world! Ah, no my brother, not so! was the reply. The greatest unused power in the world is the Holy Spirit of the living God.

In the Spirit:
Not in the Flesh

They that are in the flesh cannot please God, for they are in a state of death. You are not 
in that condition, for you have passed from death into life, being born of God.

In the Spirit

The flesh stands for sinful, helpless man, the Spirit is the holy, mighty, life-giving One. To be in the Spirit is to be in God, bound up in the bundle of the living ones.

The Spirit in You

The indwelling Spirit is the secret of Divine wisdom and power. He is able to work the good will of God in the heart and through the life. If the Spirit of God who leads into all truth, is in you, then you need not that any man teach you.

C. H. Spurgeon

The regeneration of the body, so to speak, is not performed in this life; Resurrection is tantamount to that. The body is still under the old law of death, and so we have pain and weakness, and we die; but the spirit, oh!

how it triumphs, even in the midst of pain and weakness. “The Spirit is life, because of righteousness.” That will not die.

8:10
And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.  

But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.  
And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  

C. H. Spurgeon

Hence the body suffers, the body is sick, the body decays, the body is under the dominion of death because of sin, but the Spirit is full of life because of righteousness.

Devotional Christ is life in the realm of our spirit. So our spirit is the focus in our experience of God being our source. God made our spirit to be a part of us that cannot be disturbed or shaken. Our spirit can always be the life-center and life-source for our whole being, because our spirit is backed by righteousness. The Lord Himself as our righteousness is what guards our spirit hour by hour to be the source from which we live. Our spirit is like Fort Knox, a place that is constantly and heavily guarded. Indeed, it is guarded by God's righteousness. My mind might be distracted, my feelings might be distraught, but in me is a regenerated spirit protected by righteousness, where God has set Himself up in my being to be my source. God Himself in the Person of His Son is dwelling in our spirit. From this life-center God now wants to become our source.

Again, our spirit being life is connected with Christ being our righteousness. This has practical implications for how we experience God as our source. When Christ is our righteousness and we have no righteousness of our own, then we are spontaneously redirected from ourselves to God as the source of our being. We are no longer expecting anything from ourselves (2 Cor. 3:5). We have no illusions about our potential, no hidden hopes of making it on our own. 

C. H. Spurgeon

Therefore, it suffers disease and pain, for the soul is regenerated, but not the body. If I may so speak, the regeneration of the body happens at the resurrection. It is then that it will receive its full share of the blessed work

of Christ. “The body is dead because of sin.”

So there is a complete deliverance provided for body, soul, and spirit. As Moses said to Pharaoh when he agreed to let the people of Israel go, but said that they must leave behind their flocks, “Not a hoof shall be left behind,” so no particle of our real manhood shall be left under the thralldom of sin and death. The soul is already emancipated, and the body shall be, by the Spirit which dwells in you.

Devotional In our Christian life, as we pursue the Lord, it is important to understand that we have an intrinsically corrupt nature in our flesh. Pursuing the Lord while feeling the corruption of our flesh seems paradoxical, yet Paul puts these two things together in the verse above. We might think that when Paul says, "If Christ is in you," he would conclude with, "you are forgiven of your sins, you have full joy and happiness, and you do not have a problem in the world." But instead Paul says, "If Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin." Here Paul is stating a fact about our actual condition while we are in this mortal body. Even though Christ is in us, there is still a part of us in a state of deadness, or utter weakness. This part has been smitten with total inability in relation to the things of God. So with our "dead" body, we do not have the ability to perform what we desire to do or even what we will to do. There is something dragging in us, and we can feel the pull of it. That pull is the feeling of death due to sin in the flesh, or indwelling sin.

The last part of Romans 8:10 says, "but the spirit is life because of righteousness." Most Bible versions translate "spirit" with a small "s" because here Paul is contrasting the human body with the human spirit, not the Holy Spirit. Two things are equally true of us as believers: on one hand, the body is dead because of sin, and thus we feel our weakness; on the other hand, the human spirit joined to the Lord is life because of righteousness. If Christ is in you, these two things are true. This helps us understand the actual situation of our Christian life. 

8:11
But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.  

And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.     

But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.  

8:11 The Holy Spirit is God’s promise or guarantee of eternal life for those who believe in him. The Spirit is in us now by faith, and by faith we are certain to live with Christ forever. See Romans 8:23; 1 Cor. 6:14; 2 Cor. 4:14; 1 Thes. 4:14.

C. H. Spurgeon

So there is coming a time for your body to experience the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the body. He does not say that he will give you a new body. Do not believe this modern doctrine. But he shall quicken your mortal body; that is to say, the same body, which is now subject to death, and so is mortal, is to be quickened at the resurrection.

Follow Me to the:

· Manger

of humility

· Nazareth
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of surrender

· Wilderness
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· Mount

of instruction
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of service
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of Gethsemane

· Cross

of Calvary
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of resurrection
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· Hope
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R.C. Sproul
In these verses Paul refers to the body. Up to now, he has been speaking of the flesh (sarx), by which he means our sinful, fallen natures. In these verses, however, he speaks of the body (soma), by which he means our physical bodies These verses discuss the relationship of the Holy Spirit to our bodies.  

Paul begins by saying that though the body is dead because of sin, yet if Christ is in us, then the Spirit is life because of righteousness. Our bodies are still doomed to die. We must still pay the temporal punishment for sin. The decay of our dying bodies reminds us of this. The apostle Paul is not speaking here of the wickedness of our sinful flesh, which we still carry with us and which still afflicts us. Rather, he is speaking of the consequences of that sinful nature, which is death to our mortal bodies. We carry this death with us at all times, but we also carry something else, something more powerful than death.

Paul elaborates in verse 11. He tells us that it was the Holy Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead. Just so, he says, our dead bodies will someday be raised from the dead as well. Life will triumph over death. Beyond this, the same power that God used to raise the corpse of Jesus is indwelling us right now. Our bodies will still die because of sin, but even as they die, the Spirit of Life is dwelling within us. He is making us essentially alive even now, and His presence guarantees us bodily resurrection in the future.

Since the entrance of sin into the world, death is a painful and distressing fact of life. Death is "the last enemy" (1 Corinthians 15:26). The decaying of our bodies will someday be raised for the dead as well. Life will triumph over death. Beyond this, the same power that God used to raise the corpse of Jesus is indwelling us right now. Our bodies will still die because of sin, but even as they die, the Spirit of Life is dwelling within us. He is making us essentially alive even now, and His presence guarantees us bodily resurrection in the future.

Now:

· Mercy obtained

· Righteousness manifested

· Justification declared

· Reconciliation received

· Righteousness unto holiness

· No condemnation

· Salvation nearer

C. H. Spurgeon

You believers may have a good hope concerning your bodies: “He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies.” Wait a while, therefore; what God has done for your souls he will is due time do for your bodies also. This should make you long for the day of Christ’s appearing, as Paul says in the 23rd verse of this chapter, “waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body,” when Christ shall appear, and we shall be raised 

“From beds of dust and silent clay,” 
Days of Praise
The fourth verse of the precious old hymn, Arise, My Soul, Arise, speaks of God the Father answering the request of God the Son and granting salvation to a repentant sinner, adopting him into His family.

The Father hears Him pray,
His dear Anointed One;

He cannot turn away 
The presence of His Son.

His Spirit answers to the blood,

And tells me I am born of God.

As Christ the Messiah (which literally means the anointed One) hung on Calvary's tree, God the Father turned away, unable in His holiness to look upon Christ as He bore the sins of many. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me He cried in His agony. But once God's righteous justice was satisfied, the Father turned back and answered Christ's prayer, even from the horns of the altar, as it were. I and my Father are on, Christ had said, and once sin's penalty was paid, there would be no more separation. 
And when a sinner comes to God, claiming a blood of Christ as a full payment for his sins, and Christ, Himself, prays for the sinner's full forgiveness and acceptance, the Father cannot turn away, for He loved us, and sent His son to be the propitiation for our sins. In our text, the same Spirit which raised up Christ grants the spiritually dead sinner new life, and declares him to be born of God. Marvel not that I say unto thee, Ye must be born again. Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God.

This verse affirms one of the most exciting of the Spirit's ministries. He vitalizes us here and now, even though we are sinful human beings, infusing us with that same power which raised Jesus from the dead, enabling us to live holy lives. Every one of our spiritual failures shouts out, We can't. And every spiritual victory affirms, But He can!

C. H. Spurgeon

The blessing of life is to come to the body too; it shall be immortal by-and bye, delivered from all the infirmities and sorrows which sin and death have brought upon it.

Illustration
In an underground storage site near Los Angeles, a dozen men and women lie in capsules that look like giant vacuum flasks. Their bodies are wrapped in tinfoil. Remove the foil and a thin layer of frost covers their faces. An icy mist of liquid nitrogen clings around each body. These people have been dead for some years. But centuries from now, attempts may be made to bring them back to life again. They chose this odd method of entombment in the hope that, at some time in the future when medical science has improved far beyond today's standards, they will be thawed from their deep-frozen state and cured of the disease that killed them. Some of the corpses have been there since 1967. They could be there for hundreds of years because, if the person died from a particular form of cancer, it could take that long before an effective cure is found.

Timeless Insights
Ever since God gave Adam the command to fill the earth and subdue it (Gen. 1:28), humanity has struggled to channel the forces of nature for its own use. Did you ever stop to realize that as a Christian you also have become a recipient and channel of God's power? Donald Barnhouse describes how God's infinite power has been made available to you.

"The Holy Spirit is presented to us as the Spirit of resurrection life. God is multiplying every means of expression to bring us to the wonder of the life that is now ours. The One who dwells in us is none other than the Spirit of the heavenly Father, the Almighty God who raised Jesus from the dead. Our text cries out that the purpose of God is a daily transformation of these very bodies of death. This dust forms the walls of the temple of the Holy Spirit. This clay makes the platform for the exercise of God's glory. This throat, once a grace, has now become a flowing fountain; this tongue, which once used deceit, now speaks the truth in love. Under these lips, where once poison was stored, lies the refreshing spring of the grace of God. The cursing and bitterness of mouth have been banished by songs of praise and the sweetness of gratitude. These feet, once swift to shed blood, are now swift to proclaim the glories that flow from the blood of the Redeemer. Salvation and peace mark our ways, and before our eyes there is the loving fear of God."

Father, I read in Your Word that the infinite Spirit has bade my temporal, feeble body His abode, and I marvel. But when I look back over my life and see His transforming power at work in me, I worship. Where there has been growth in grace, I thank You; where growth is yet to come, I trust You.

The Resurrecting Spirit:
The Cause of Death

Sin was the death of the soul, it is also the death of the body. In Christ Jesus both soul and body will yet be delivered from its power.

The Secret of Life

The Spirit brings life because it brings the soul of the believer into rightness of relationship with God.

The Abode of the Spirit

When Christ was restored to the home of His Father's bosom, the Holy Spirit came to seek a home in the hearts of those redeemed by His blood.

The Relationship between Spirit and Christ

The indwelling or abiding of Christ in the Spirit is often spoken of as synonymous.

The Power of the Spirit

He raised up Christ from the dead.

He shall raise your mortal body also.

C. H. Spurgeon

We have got nothing good out of the flesh at present, for it is not yet “delivered from the bondage of corruption,” though it is to be delivered.

8:12
So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh--  

Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation--but it is not to the sinful nature, to live 
according to it.  
Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.  
TODAY IN THE WORD
Susie always knew that she had been adopted. When she was old enough, her parents told her how God had miraculously allowed them to adopt her days after the death of their firstborn child. 

As she grew, she never felt different from her younger brother and sister, who had not been adopted. Although Susie knew very little about her birth mother, she knew that this poor woman died soon after Susie’s birth. Susie couldn’t imagine what would have happened to her if she had not been adopted into a caring home. 

The legal process by which a person is adopted into a family presents a powerful analogy for the spiritual condition that results when we place our faith in Jesus Christ. Today’s passage shows that when we received the Holy Spirit, we received the “Spirit of sonship,” or adoption, by which we are able to cry out to the Father just as a small child would (Rom. 8:15). 

Yesterday, we saw that our condition prior to salvation was likened to slavery. Today we see clearly that salvation has not only redeemed us from slavery, but it has also placed us into the family of God. We are no longer slaves to sin, but children of God (v. 16). 

Additionally, our adopted status as God’s children also means that we are heirs. As the Parable of the Wicked Tenants (see Nov. 22) made clear, the only true Heir is the Son, Jesus Christ, who has inherited all things (Heb. 1:2). Think about it! When we received the Spirit of sonship, we were made “co-heirs” with Christ (Rom. 8:17). With Him, we will share in this eternal inheritance
C. H. Spurgeon

What do we owe the old nature? Nothing, surely. Give it a decent burial.

Let it be buried with Christ in baptism. Let the Spirit of God come and renew it. But we owe it nothing, and we are not debtors to it.

We owe the flesh nothing; I mean the law of sin in our members, we owe nothing to that. It has been a curse and a plague to us; we are not debtors to the flesh, so we must not “live after the flesh.”

Our Daily Bread
Following the terrible Mexico City earthquake of 1985, live satellite coverage carried the news of Mexico's anguish to a watching world. I sat in front of our television set stunned by the extent of the damage. Mountains of broken concrete filled the screen. Rescue workers dug frantically. Fires raged. Smoke and dust filled the air. Then suddenly in the lower left-hand corner of the screen appeared the words Courtesy: SIN. The letters S-I-N actually stood for Spanish International Network, but for a moment it meant something different to me. It reminded me that in some way all trouble, pain, and suffering can be traced back to the problem of sin. That's not to say that God judged Mexico City with an earthquake. But if sin directly or indirectly causes such tragedy, or even the more disastrous quake described by John in Revelation 6:12, it deserves to be treated with contempt, not courtesy.

Since all human anguish can be traced back to the entrance of sin into this world, how can we take it so lightly? Why do we comply with an evil that causes a loving God to react with the judgment described in Revelation 6? We don't owe sin anything. Jesus paid sin's debt and broke its power when He died on the cross and rose from the grave. We can avoid the courtesy sin offers by living in the power of the resurrection. The wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23), and that's a courtesy we don't need.

God will give us the victory;

If we will go to the fight.

Sermon Note

Divine Sovereignty


Having political independence.


Forgiving Grace



Kindness and warmth.


Creative Power 



Capacity to exert and influence.


Unchangeableness


Incapable of changing or being modified.

C.H. Spurgeon 

As God's creatures, we are all debtors to Him: to obey Him with all our body, and soul, and strength. Having broken His commandments, as we all have, we are debtors to His justice, and we owe to Him a vast amount which we are not able to pay. But of the Christian it can be said that he does not owe God's justice anything, for Christ has paid the debt His people owed; for this reason the believer owes the more to love. I am a debtor to God's grace and forgiving mercy; but I am no debtor to His justice, for He will never accuse me of a debt already paid. Christ said, It is finished! and by that He meant, that whatever His people owed was wiped away for ever from the book of remembrance. 

Christ , to the uttermost, has satisfied divine justice; the account is settled; the handwriting is nailed to the cross; the receipt is given, and we are debtors to God's justice no longer. But then, because we are not debtors to our Lord in that sense, we become ten times more debtors to God than we should have been otherwise. 

Christian, pause and ponder for a moment. What a debtor thou art to divine sovereignty! How much thou owest to His disinterested love, for He gave His own Son that He might die for thee. Consider how much you owe to His forgiving grace, that after ten thousand affronts He loves you as infinitely as ever. Consider what you owe to His power; how He has raised you from your death in sin; how He has preserved your spiritual life; how He has kept you from falling; and how, though a thousand enemies have beset your path, you have been able to hold on your way. Consider what you owe to His immutability. Though you have changed a thousand times, He has not changed once. Thou art as deep in debt as thou canst be to every attribute of God. To God thou owest thyself, and all thou hast' yield thyself as a living sacrifice, it is but thy reasonable service.


Illustration
One night in 1962 in a hotel in Seattle, Billy Graham was sound asleep. Suddenly he awoke with what he later described as a burden to pray for Marilyn Monroe, the movie actress. When the feeling continued the next day, one of Graham's associates tried to reach the actress through one of her agents. The agent offered no hope for a meeting immediately. Not now. Maybe two weeks from now, he said. Two weeks later Marilyn Monroe's suicide shocked the world. Two weeks was too late.

C. H. Spurgeon

For we owe the flesh nothing by way of gratitude or service. The flesh has dragged us down. The flesh has ruined us. We owe it nothing, except mastery of it. We are not debtors to it, to live after it.

8:13
for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.  

For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,  
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.  

8:13 “Put to death the misdeeds of the body” means to regard as dead the power of sin in your body (see Romans 6:11; Galatians 5:24). When we regard sin’s appeal as dead and lifeless, we can ignore temptation when it comes.

C. H. Spurgeon

Your “universal fatherhood” is rubbish. “As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God,” and none others. This is the essential to sonship — that we should have the Spirit of God within us.

A Life-And-Death Matter

If by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. —Romans 8:13

Nature is violent. Life and death are the law of field, stream, and jungle. A lion stalks a gazelle. A heron stands motionless at the edge of a pond, its sharp beak poised and ready to kill. High overhead a red-tailed hawk holds its deadly talons close to its body, watching for movement in the grass below. A leopard family exists at a zebra's expense. Each survives on another's demise. This sounds natural enough, but it's more graphic than most of us care to watch.

The principle that nothing lives unless something else dies extends beyond nature to our daily walk with God. Interests of the flesh must succumb to the interests of the Spirit, or else the interests of the Spirit will succumb to the interests of the flesh (Romans 8:13). In the jungles and fields and streams of our own heart, something must always die so that something else can live.

We can't be committed to Christ and to the world at the same time. We can't be filled with His Spirit if we are protecting the life of selfish interests. That's why our Lord said so pointedly that we will need to die daily to ourselves if we are going to walk with Him (Luke 9:23-24). We must continually choose what will have to die so that Christ can live freely in us. 
To live for Christ, we must die to self.

R. C. Sproul

The second  obstacle in our growth as Christians is the flesh. The Bible is replete with passages referring to our battle with the flesh. Paul writes of crucifying the flesh and its sinful desires, and of putting to death the misdeeds of the flesh. In passages such of these, Paul is ot talking about the body. He isn’t advocating some form of dualism where the flesh or the body is evil and the spirit is good. He is referring only to our fallen, corrupt, human nature.

Jesus tells us that the flesh profits nothing. The sinful nature of our fallen humanity produces no fruit, whereas the redeemed man, whose nature has been made new by the power of the Spirit, produces spiritual fruit.

The Apostle Paul writes at length about the war between the Spirit an the flesh. Though the redeemed man has been born again, the old man, or the flesh, has not been annihilated. There is still a very real struggle between the desires of the flesh and the desires of the Spirit. The new man is constantly subduing the old an in a was that will continue until we die and go to heaven.

When we bean our study on keeping in step with the Spirit, we stated that the Christian life is difficult, that it is a struggle. While a part of the Christian life involves suffering and persecution by other sinners, most of our struggles come from our internal war between the old and the new man. The desires of the flesh rise up against the convictions of the Spirit, and a battle ensues, sometimes even to extreme degrees.

It is important for Christians to understand that they will struggle against the sinful desires of the flesh until they die. Otherwise, they will become discouraged or frightened by the reality of their own sin, causing them to despair. If we think that sin has been completely vanquished in our lives when we are converted, we will not know how to deal with it when we is again. We must enter the Christian life with our eyes open, knowing that though we have been born again, though we are indwelt by the Spirit, we are engaged in a daily battle as the flesh wars against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh. The only way to win this battle is to keep in step with the Spirit, to set one’s mind on what the Spirit desires, and to resist temptation.

C. H. Spurgeon

If you live simply to gratify your ambition, if you live for avarice, if you live to please yourself, if you live for any earthly object which can be comprised under the term “after the flesh,” you will certainly be disappointed, for you will die, and your hope will die with you.

If you reek, by the Holy Spirit’s power, to kill sin, if you try to crush all sinful desires, if you keep evil with a rope about its neck, if you mortify it put it to death, then you shall live. Holiness is the mode of the Christian; life, sin is the way of the sinner’s death

Our Daily Bread
Nature is violent. Life and death are the law of field, stream, and jungle. A lion stalks a gazelle. A heron stands motionless at the edge of a pond, its long, sharp beak poised and ready to kill. High overhead a red-tailed hawk holds its deadly talons close to its body, watching for movement in the grass below. Suddenly a rabbit's pain becomes an eagle's gain. A leopard family exists at a zebra's expense. Each survives on another's demise. This sounds natural enough. But it's more graphic than most of us care to watch.

The principle that nothing lives unless something else dies extends beyond nature to our daily walk with God. Interests of the flesh must succumb to the interests of the Spirit, or the interests of the Spirit will succumb to the interests of the flesh. In the jungles and fields and streams of our own heart, something must always die so that something else can live.

We can't be committed to Christ and to the world at the same time. We can't be filled with His Spirit if we are protecting the life of selfish interests. That's why our Lord said so pointedly that we will need to die daily to our own selves if we are going to walk with Him. We must continually choose. What will die so that He can live freely in us?

We die by living to ourselves;

We live by dying to ourselves.

C. H. Spurgeon

Shall a dying body, then, be my master? 
Shall the appetite for eating and drinking, or anything else that comes of the flesh, dominate my spirit? God forbid! Let death go to death, and the flesh is such; but the newly-given spirit of God, the spirit who has quickened us with immortal life shall rule and reign in us evermore.

Oswald Chambers
Sensuality is not sin, it is the way by body works in connection with external circumstances whereby I begin to satisfy myself. Sensuality will work in a person who is delivered from sin by Jesus Christ as well as in a person who is not. I do not care what your experience may be as a Christian, you may be trapped by sensuality at any time. Paul says, Mortify the deeds of the body ; mortify means to destroy my neglect. One of the first big moral lessons a person has to learn is that one cannot destroy sin by neglect; sin has to be handled by the redemption of Jesus Christ, it cannot be handled by me. Heredity is a bigger problem than I can cope with; but if I will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit on the basis of Christ's redemption, He enables me to work out that redemption in my experience. With regard to sensuality, that is my business; I have to mortify it, and if I don't, it will never be mortified. If I take any part of my natural life and use it to satisfy myself, that is sensuality. A Christian has to learn that one's body is not one's own. Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and you are not your own? Watch that you learn to mortify.

Devotional

One thing is guaranteed when you apply the cross in your life - "you will live." You cannot help but live. Everyone that applies the cross is a living saint. You cannot apply the cross and not be living. Resurrection life is spontaneous. When you touch the Lord and by the Spirit interrupt your murmurings, your reasonings - all the activity of your flesh - you keep your self in death, you keep your flesh in death, and resurrection life bursts forth spontaneously. You come to a church meeting and you have a testimony. You meet someone and you have the gospel. You talk with the saints and there is genuine fellowship. You are just a living person. This is how you can tell if you have applied the cross.


How living are you? If you are dead, if there is no supply, no life, it may be that inwardly you have not cooperated with the cross in your environment, you have not activated your spirit. Or you have allowed unclean thoughts to go by unchecked, undealt with, so that your inward parts are defiled and you are deadened. Thus, the way to know if you have applied the cross is simply by your livingness. You are fresh and living. You are alive with God. This is the way you can tell the cross is operating in you. 

Illustration
A good old monk had a dream, and he told it around the monastery fire to the brethren. And he said, "Brethren, I had a strange dream last night: I saw a council of devils held in hell, and they were met in order to take counsel how to defeat the work of God on earth, and one of Satan's servants said to him, "My master, I saw a cargo of missionaries going to foreign lands to preach the Gospel, and I raised a storm and sand the vessel." Thou hast done nothing to stay the work of God. Then another servant of Satan stood forth and said, "My master, I have caused books to be written against God, and against all that is good and holy and pure." Well, said Satan, that is better than what your brother did, but they won't believe you. I have been trying to persuade them that there is not God, or heaven, or hell for 6 thousand years past, and they believe in it almost as much as ever. What hast thou done? said Satan to another one of particularly diabolical countenance, and he said, "Oh, my satanic master, let me tell you, let me tell you what I have done. There was a mission going on in a certain city, and I attended every service of the mission, and I said to the vast congregation, 'Every work that that stranger says is eternally true; God loves you, Jesus died for you, the Holy Spirit pleads with you, you can get perfect peace in your soul.' but at the close of each service as the congregation was going out, I used to whisper in their ears, 'Put it off till tomorrow, don't come to any decision, put it off till tomorrow.' Ha! Ha! Thou hast my satanic blessing! said Satan, thou hast done more than all the rest to defeat the counsel and purpose of God for their salvation.

Devotional 
I have no existence apart from Christ. I am in Him. I am in the beloved One. I do not have a history outside of Him. I dare not consider myself outside of Him, not even a millimeter outside. Everything that is true of Him is true of me. Hallelujah! I relate to myself in the realm of the Spirit of Christ. I can now by that Spirit put to death the deeds, or practices, of the body. I am no longer left to myself to handle those practices.

If however we do not remain in our union with Christ (Rom. 8:9-11), and we instead indulge in the practices and conversation of the flesh, eventually not only will we be relating to ourselves from our flesh, but we will also be relating to others in the same way. In other words, when we do not exercise ourselves to remain in the realm of the Spirit, we are left to the realm of the flesh and the self. In this realm there is no capacity to receive ourselves or one another. But through many failures in the realm of the flesh, we learn to quickly get to the Spirit. We learn to quickly get through all the mire of thoughts and feelings. We go directly to our spirit-union with Christ. We do not solve problems. We are not concerned about answers. We do not stay on that level. We go directly to Jesus.

Satan wants to have long, drawn-out conversations. He likes to talk things out, to reach a compromise - whatever allows him room to live in us, nullifying the cross. That is his realm. But God's realm is the realm of the Spirit where the cross is. You always know when you are in the reality of the cross, because the cross is always quick. It works fast. If what you are doing is prolonged, if you yourself are trying to live a crucified life, it is probably not the cross. The cross is in the Spirit, and when you touch the Spirit, there is a quick cutting off of the flesh. It just happens. A quick circumcision of the flesh takes place. When we identify with Christ's death in the Spirit, we will live. 

8:14
For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.  

because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  
8:14-17 Paul uses adoption or “sonship” to illustrate the believer’s new relationship with God. In Roman culture, the adopted person lost all rights in his old family and gained all the rights of a legitimate child in his new family. He became a full heir to his new father’s estate. Likewise, when a person becomes a Christian, he or she gains all the privileges and responsibilities of a child in God’s family. One of these outstanding privileges is being led by the Spirit (see Galatians 4:5-6). We may not always feel as though we belong to God, but the Holy Spirit is our witness. His inward presence reminds us of who we are and encourages us with God’s love (Romans 5:5).

8:14-17 We are no longer cringing and fearful slaves; instead, we are the Master’s children. What a privilege! Because we are God’s children, we share in great treasures as co-heirs. God has already given us his best gifts: his Son, forgiveness, and eternal life; and he encourages us to ask him for whatever we need.

C. H. Spurgeon

God has not got a dead child; never had one. God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.

Not those who say they are “the sons of God,” but those who undoubtedly prove that they are, by being led, influenced, gently guided, by the Spirit of God.

Note: Here we are introduced to the legal family status and the intimate family life of the Christian. Believers sometimes live like spiritual paupers. But we are sons in the family of God. Being a son of God involves birth. We are children of God, born ones of God.

It also involves adoption. Normally this idea is simply the voluntary taking of one into a family, like Pharaoh's daughter and Moses. However, in the Roman homes of Paul's day this was vastly different. An heir in a Roman family, as long as a child, was no better than a servant, supervised by tutors. When he came of age, at a public ceremony, he was given the robe of manhood, and became an adult member of the family. This was called adoption; placing as a son. He was a full grown son with all the rights, responsibilities and privileges of his family. For the believer, this placement comes at the moment of salvation! There is no childhood period recognized in the Christian experience.

Being a son of God involves heirship. The very purpose for adoption is heirship. A born-again person, adopted, must inherit as a son of God. In Jewish law the eldest son received a double inheritance. In Greek law, sons shared equally. The believer in Christ is joint-heir with the Savior. As sons of God, we are led of the Holy Spirit; at liberty by the Holy Spirit; witnessed to by the Spirit; and we have an inheritance under the keeping of heaven.

Led By The Spirit

As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. —Romans 8:14

As a young pastor during the 1940s, Francis Schaeffer was known for his organizational skill. A summer Bible school at his St. Louis church drew 700 children from all over the city and sparked a full-page story in the local newspaper. But when he and his wife began L'Abri Fellowship in Switzerland, Schaeffer intentionally set no organizational goals.

He described this unusual approach as God's specific leading for them and said it was the hardest thing he had ever done. But he wanted God's hand to be seen and not the success of well-organized programs.

Schaeffer said, "It's a very hard thing in our own generation, it seems to me, to find anything that can't be explained on the basis of public relations. We'll look to the personal God to see what He wants to do with this work."

Paul said, "As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God" (Romans 8:14). This may apply to specific decisions, but it also speaks of a general approach to life. God's children should not attempt anything without the leadership of the Holy Spirit.

Being led by the Spirit and following His direction is a walk of faith that brings honor to God and leads to life and peace (vv.6,13).


A man's heart plans his way,

but the Lord directs his steps.
Proofs:

· Obedience
proves Sonship

· Separation
proves saintship

· Shining

proves light

· Walk

proves life

· Following
proves discipleship

· Abiding

proves union
C. H. Spurgeon

You can judge yourself, dear friend, by this test. Do you follow the Spirit’s leading? Do you desire continually that he should be your supreme Guide and Leader? If you are led by the Spirit of God, then you have this highest of all privileges, you are one of the sons of God. Nothing can equal that honor; to be a son of God, is more than anything of which ungodly kings and emperors can boast, with all their array of pomp and wealth.

Ye did receive it once, and it was a great blessing to you. This came of the law, and the law brought you under bondage through a sense of sin, and that made you first cry for liberty, and then made you accept the liberating Savior; but you have not received that spirit of bondage again to fear.

Timeless Insights
Yesterday you discovered there is no more condemnations. Today for learn there is no more isolation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Romans 8 highlights the many facets of life in the Spirit. God has not called you to live for Him in a vacuum. Rather, in the Person of the Holy Spirit, He has provided all you need to enjoy daily victory and vitality in your walk with Him. The Spirit lives in you because He is life itself. The Spirit leads you because He knows the path of true freedom. The Spirit helps you because He knows best what you need.

C. H. Spurgeon

We who believe in Jesus are all children of God, and we dare to use that name which only children might use, “Abba;” and we dare use it even in the presence of God, and to say to him, “Abba: Father.” We cannot help doing it, because the spirit of adoption must have its own mode of speech; and its chosen way of speaking is to appeal to the great God by this name, “Abba, Father.”

Jonathan Edwards
There is a way in which the Spirit leads the sons of God, a way that others do not know; and that is by inclining them to do the will of God, to go in the path of truth and Christian holiness from a holy, heavenly disposition which the Spirit of God gives them. The Spirit inclines and leads them to those things that are excellent and agreeable to God. He enlightens them with respect to their duty, by making their eye single and pure, whereby the whole body is full of light. The purifying influence of the Spirit corrects the taste of the soul, thereby He savors those things that are holy and agreeable to God. Like one with a discriminating taste, He chooses those things that are good and wholesome, and rejects those that are evil. And thus the Spirit of God leads and guides; He enables men to understand the commands and counsels of God's Word, and rightly to apply them.

A.W. Tozer 

The man of God, the true Spirit-filled man of God, is a perpetual miracle! He has come to his knowledge of God by the wonder of the new birth and the illumination of the Spirit. Therefore his life is completely different from the world around him. Consider with me the words of 1 John 2:27: "But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him." John was a teacher and he says that your knowledge of God is not taught you from without, it is received by an inner anointing! What are we going to do with this truth?  Are we going to open the door of our personality, fling it wide?  Let us not be afraid of the Holy Spirit. He is an illuminator. He is light to the inner heart. He will show us more of God in a moment than we can learn in a lifetime without Him. He will not throw out what we have learned it if is the truth. He will set it on fire, that's all!

The blessed Holy Spirit waits to be honored. He will honor Christ as we honor Christ. He waits and if we will throw open our hearts to Him, a new sun will rise on us! I know this by personal experience in my own life and ministry.

Open Windows
The Bible describes one way in which the Holy Spirit influences human life. Clearly, we are meant to be led by the Spirit. Wasn't this exactly what held the apostle Paul on a steady course? In a state of constant struggle, his life was as hard as granite. What kept him steadfast? He was led by the Spirit of God. And the same possibility of spiritual guidance is available to Christians in every age. Such a life is not a gift limited to a favored few; it is an attainment for all who are willing to fully surrender to the leadership of the Spirit of God, walking the path in which He sets our feet.

Just as a colored glass window is almost meaningless until the sun shines through it, so is a life darkened by the absence of the guiding light of the Holy Spirit. We are not led when we go our own way., but are led when we are under His control and dare to live our lives under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Our aim then is not that the will of God be bent to accommodate our selfish wishes, but that our earthly wills be brought into harmony with the heavenly will of God.

Pray that you shall be led 

not by self but by the Spirit.

Illustration
An artist once drew a picture. It represented a night-scene. A solitary man is rowing a little skiff across a lake; the wind is high and stormy, the billows, white and crested, rage around his frail bark; and not a star, save one, shines through the dark and angry sky above. But upon that lone star the voyager fixes his eye, and keeps rowing away on and on, through the midnight storm. Written beneath the picture were these words, If I lose that star, I'm lost!

Many were:

· Baptized into Jesus Christ

· Led by the Spirit of God

· Walk according to this rule

· Perfected unto Him

· Loved by Him

· Received by Him

· Ordained to eternal life
C. H. Spurgeon

Leading implies following; and those who are enabled to follow the guidance of the Divine Spirit are most assuredly children of God, for the Lord ever leads his own children. If, then, you are following the lead of God’s Spirit, you have one of the evidences of Sonship.

Who's In Control?

As many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. --Romans 8:14

By nature we all have a desire to control our world. From infancy we turn to our own independent way, trying to control circumstances, the future, people--and even God if we could. Since we can't, we end up frustrated, hostile, and critical.

Our need to be in control is rooted in excessive self-love. For example, when people we love are sick, we often want them to get well so we can get some rest and not have to worry about them. "Boil it down to this," a Bible teacher once said, "we are madly in love with ourselves!"

In Romans 8, the apostle Paul called this self-centeredness "the flesh." By nature we live as if we owe the flesh our obedience. Paul reminded us in verse 12 that this isn't so. He then offered an effective alternative: We can be led and controlled by God's Spirit (v.14). We may be afraid to give up control of our lives to God, but we needn't be. Human control shackles us; God's control gives us freedom. Human control insists on immediate results; God's control allows for a lifelong process of change.

Are you "madly in love" with yourself? Why not turn the controls of your life over to God. Ask Him to change you and help you to love Him and others. 

To be under Christ's control 
is to have true freedom.

The New Life:

This is a life not after the flesh.


This life owes nothing to the flesh.


This is a life opposed to the flesh.


This life should be in the power of the Spirit.


This life is to be under the control of the Spirit.


This is to be a life of fellowship.

Devotional

The way to live a life inwardly applying the cross is by stimulating your spirit. This is the way to renew the vision of your sonship continuously in order to execute the cross over your self. This is exactly what Paul is saying in Romans 8. Let us consider verses 13-15 together, looking first at their structure. Verse 13 is the result of verse 14. That is, the putting to death of the practices of our body is the result of the leading of the Spirit. Verses 14-17 actually reveal to us what precedes the putting to death in verse 13. Paul says in verses 14-15, "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received a spirit of sonship in which we cry out, Abba, Father." In our experience verse 15 brings in verse 13. Verse 15 is the stimulation of our spirit by crying, "Abba, Father." You just consider - we have received a spirit of sonship in which we cry, "Abba, Father." And when we do something with our spirit, immediately "the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God" (v. 16). 

By the stimulation of your spirit you freshly renew the vision of who you are. Because this is a continuous experience, Paul uses present-tense verbs to describe it. We are crying "Abba, Father," and the Spirit Himself is witnessing with our spirit (vv. 15-16). Notice, the witness is that we are the children of God. And then in verse 17 Paul quickly adds, "And if children, then heirs - heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified with Him." This is vision coming to you instantly when you stimulate your spirit. And it is vision with a consciousness - "What am I doing here arguing? What am I doing vindicating myself? What am I doing living out this flesh again? What am I doing here? O Lord Jesus! Abba, Father!" You begin to activate your spirit and get out of your reasoning mind and your fickle emotions. As you cry "Abba! Father!" out of that crying comes the sensation that you are a child of God. Then from that initial sensation comes a deeper sensation that you are an heir of God and a joint heir with Christ. The vision of God's economy over your life rises within you simply by stimulating your spirit to have contact with God. 

C. H. Spurgeon

We are part and parcel of creation, and we shall draw it along with us.

There shall be new heavens and a new earth. The curse shall be taken from the garden, thorns and thistles shall no longer grow there; and there shall be no killing or devouring in all God’s holy mountain. The galling yoke, which we have laid on the whole of creation by our sin, shall be taken off from it by our Redeemer.

8:15
For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, "Abba! Father!"  

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."  
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  

C. H. Spurgeon

That is, when we have the Spirit, when we are renewed in the Spirit of our minds, when we come into the domain of Spirit, and quit the tyranny of the flesh. Then the Spirit beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.

Our Daily Bread
I arrived at the airport from an out-of-town trip, and as is our routine I called to let my family know they could pick me up. I dialed our number and expected to hear the customary Hello. Instead, 6-year-old Stevie picked up the phone and said, Hi, Dad! Having been told when my plane was expected, Stevie had complete confidence that I would be on the other end of the phone.

His faith in Dad to be where he said he would be is a little like our faith in God to be on the other end of our prayers. This certainty of knowing that we have a listening and responsive Father comes in part from passages such as Romans 8. Here Paul told us that we who have trusted Christ as Savior have become children of God, and that because of this relationship we can go to Him with the assurance that He will hear us. Paul said that we can cry out, Abba, Father. Abba is an Aramaic word expressing intimacy. Today's equivalent is Daddy. Do you need to talk with someone close? To share your cares and burdens? If you are a believer in Jesus, you have a Father who loves you and is waiting to hear from you. When the time comes to pray, you can be confident that your Father is on the line.

You'll never get a busy signal

on the prayer line to heaven.

C. H. Spurgeon

Is this true of you? “Ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.” Dear friends, hearing these words, can you respond to them? Are they true of you?

C. H. Spurgeon

The spirit of bondage is the spirit of servants, not of sons; but that servitude is ended for us who are made free in Christ Jesus. We are no longer afraid of being called the children of God. We are not afraid of our own Father; we have a filial fear of him, but it is so mixed with love that there is no torment in it. Whether Jew or Gentile, we cry, “Abba, Father.”

A.W. Tozer 

What can we do but pray for the throngs of defiant men and women who believe that their humanistic view of life is all-sufficient? They believe that they are responsible captains of their own souls.

The sad fact is that even while they are joining in the age-old rejection of Jesus Christ. "We will not have this Man to rule over us" they still are beset with fears within. The present competitive world and its selfish society have brought many new fears to the human race. I can sympathize with those troubled beings who lie awake at night worrying about the possible destruction of the race through some evil, misguided use of the world's store of nuclear weapons. The tragedy is that they have lost all sense of the sovereignty and omnipotence and faithfulness of the living God. Although the material world has never understood it, our faith is well-placed in the Scriptures! Those who take God's Word seriously are convinced of an actual heavenly realm as real as this world we inhabit!

C. H. Spurgeon

We did receive the spirit of bondage once. We felt that we were under the law, and that the law cursed us. We felt its rigorous taxation, and that we could not meet it. Now that spirit ‘has gone, and we have the spirit of freedom, the spirit of children, the spirit of adoption. I suppose that the apostle, when he thus spake and said. “ve,” felt so much of the spirit of adoption in his own bosom that he could not talk of it as belonging to others alone. He was obliged to include it thus’, and so he puts it, “Ye have received the spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Father.”

He wanted to intimate that he himself also was a partaker of this blessed spirit. And woe to the preacher who can preach an adoption which he never enjoyed. Woe to any of us if we can teach to others concerning the spirit of sonship, but never feel it crying in our own souls, “Abba, Father.”

Days of Praise
Charles Wesley's great hymn, Arise, My Soul, Arise, concludes in the fifth verse with a stirring testimony of the joy of salvation.

My God is reconciled; 
His pardoning voice I hear.

He owns me for His child; 
I can no longer fear.

With confidence I now draw night,

And, "Father, Abba, Father," cry.

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ. As our text explains, once we have received the spirit of adoption, we are the sons of God. He owns us as His child. This is a new thing. We who formerly you were estranged from our Creator have been reconciled to Him. Old things such as the bondage to fear, are passed away. The close-knit ties are strong, for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. I will not fear what men shall do unto me.

Now that He is our Father, we have direct access to Him. Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. As an earthly father desires the best for his children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him? And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us; And we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him. This father-child relationship goes deep.; The term Abba, Father reflects a most sensitive and loving bond, perhaps best rendered O Sweet Daddy. We pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God.

C. H. Spurgeon

You did receive it once. You needed it. You were in sin, and it was well for you when sin became bondage to you. It was grievous, but it was salutary; but you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear.

Billy Graham 

When I understand something of Christ's love for me as a sinner, I respond with a love for Christ and love has feeling. But love for Christ is a love that is above human love, though there is a similarity. There is also feeling. But feelings come and go. Commitment stays. We who have committed ourselves to Christ have feelings that come and go; joy, love, gratitude, and so on. But the commitment remains unchanged. Feelings are important, but not essential. The Bible says, Perfect love casteth out fear. And those who love Christ have that confidence in Him that raises them above fear. Psychologists tell us there is destructive fear and healthy fear. Healthy fear in instructive, causing us to care for our bodies and our loved one; Jesus told us to fear Satan.

When I understand that Christ in His death gained a decisive victory over death and over sin, then I lose the fear of death. The Bible says that He also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. It is not the feeling of boldness and confidence that saves us, but it is our faith that saves us, and boldness and confidence result from our having trusted in Christ. The Bible says that we are to fear the Lord. This is reverential fear. It is this kind of fear of the Lord that puts all other fears in proper perspective. Old John Witherspoon, the only cleric to sign the Declaration of Independence, had this to say of the subject: It is only fear of God that can deliver us from the fear of man.

Too Much With Us

You did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption. --Romans 8:15

William Wordsworth wrote, "The world is too much with us." He meant that too often we get caught up in the world's mad rush and fail to appreciate God's creation. But it's also easy to feel that the world is too much with us when we see people suffer for their faith in God.

The world is too much with us when we read the tragic story of a missionary family in India devastated by the murder of the father and two sons at the hands of people who hate Christians. And this world can overwhelm us when we think of the three missionary families in Colombia whose fathers and husbands were kidnapped and held for years. Added to these stories could be your own account of unjust treatment because of your faith. It happens in every country of the world.

Despite these sad situations, though, we have hope. We have the hope that comes from being God's children (Rom. 8:16-17). We can call our Creator, "Abba, Father" (v.15). We have His promise of future glory--a glory that far overshadows "the sufferings of this present time" (v.18).

Are the burdens of this world too much with you? Look to your heavenly Father. He lovingly offers help and hope to His struggling children. 

No one is hopeless 
who knows the God of hope
Illustration
Build me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough to know when he is weak, and brave enough to face himself when he is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest defeat, and humble and gentle in victory. Build me a son whose wishes will not take the place of deeds; a son who will know Thee and that to know himself is the foundation stone of knowledge. Build me a son whose heart will be clear, whose goal will be high, a son who will master himself before he seeks to master other men; one who will reach into the future, yet never forget the past. And after all these things are his, add, I pray, enough of a sense of humor, so that he may always be serious, yet never take himself too seriously. Give him humility, so that he may always remember the simplicity of true greatness, the open mind of true wisdom and the meekness of true strength. Then I, his father, will dare to whisper, 'I have not lived in vain.'

Devotional When we merge with God and allow Him to flow and pass through us, the first benefit we receive is that He imparts His life into our being. Romans 8:11 says, "But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you." This indwelling implies an intensive saturation of the Spirit throughout our being, which results in life being imparted into us. Although prayer has its answer, even if there were no answer, by our allowing the Triune God to pass through us we obtain the greatest benefit - the divine life is imparted into us. When we exercise our spirit to cry "Abba, Father," two things take place in us - the Triune God passes through us, and while passing through, He imparts life into our being.


The second benefit of allowing the Triune God to pass through us is that we get cleansed and purified. James 4:8 says, "Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded." This means that in our drawing near, God Himself draws near to us and begins to pass through us. This has the effect of cleansing and purifying our being. However, we should not think that this is merely an automatic thing that happens without our cooperation. "Cleanse" and "purify" are both in the imperative mood, indicating our responsibility to confess and deal with the Lord as God passes through us in an inward way. As we merge with God flowing in us, our sins are exposed and cleansed, and our double heart is exposed and purified. If you want to get into the Lord's light, just spend time with the Lord and draw near to Him. Your hands will be cleansed and your heart will be purified. This is the effect of allowing the passing-through of the Triune God. 

8:16
The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.  
The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:  
2Cor. 1:22 

Who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge.

Eph. 1:13 

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation; having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise.

C. H. Spurgeon

Many of you make a profession of being the children of God. Can your own spirit say that it is true? And is there, in addition to the witness of the Spirit within you that it is true? 
If not, unless there is a witness to our testimony, it avails nothing. Our Lord Jesus Christ said, “If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true”; and if he chooses to put himself on a level, as it were, with the rest of humanity in that respect, we cannot expect that our witness will stand for ought if it stands alone. No, there must be the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.

More Than A Contract

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs. —Romans 8:16-17 

We are all accustomed to contracts. We are often required to sign them, whether we're closing a business deal, taking out a bank loan, buying a car, leasing an apartment, or purchasing a major appliance. Contracts, formal or informal, specify what happens if one of the parties fails to live up to an agreement.

When we put our trust in Christ for salvation, however, we do more than sign a contract. We enter into a binding relationship with God whereby He makes us His children by the new birth and by adoption (1 Peter 1:23; Ephesians 1:5). Because of this close family relationship, we are permanent heirs of an eternal inheritance reserved in heaven for us (1 Peter 1:4).

Contracts can be broken if one of the parties fails to keep his part of the promise. Fortunately for us, our eternal destiny is based on more than some legal agreement we make with God. Rather, we are secure because of our family relationship with Him. If a youngster fails to show up for dinner, the parent's obligation isn't canceled. The parent starts a search for the child. One member's failure doesn't cancel the relationship.

How thankful we can be that eternal life is based on our relationship with God through Christ. 
We are heirs of God not merely 
by contract, but by birthright.

Fully Saved?

· From all doubt
· From dominion of sin
· From the world
· From Satan’s power
· Filled with Holy Spirit
· Consecrated to service
· From sickness
R. C. Sproul

I is quite common for people who have doubts about their salvation to go to other people for assurance. They’ll ask pastors, teachers, anyone in authority, “Am I a Christian?” But the problem with asking another person that question is that he or she can’t answer it. Though they might think you are a Christian because of the fruit they see, they can’t see into your heart. Only God can do that, and only God can give you the full assurance you need to approach Him with confidence. Only He can testify with your spirit that you are indeed His child. Paul writes in Romans 8, “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” It is God who answers the question, “Am I a Christian?” not a friend, a counselor, or a pastor.
There is some debate about how the Spirit testifies with our spirit. Some translate Romans 8:16 as saying, “the Spirit Himself bears witness to our spirit,” and others say that He bears witness with our spirit. Those who think the text says, “to” understand this testimony as direct, as the Spirit of God speaking to us in some way to give us thoughts of assurance. Those who maintain that it says “with” believe the Spirit guides our thinking and feelings by influencing us and giving us impressions that we are God’s children.

Whichever way it is, one thing is for sure, the Spirit opens our minds to understand what the Bible teaches. The man who doesn’t have the Spirit cannot discern the things of the Spirit. But those who do have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in them are able to understand the Word in a life-changing way. They don’t understand it completely or all at once, but they do understand it, and the Spirit applies its teaching in such a way that they are more and more confirmed in their salvation.

The Spirit also helps us to see evidence of our salvation (not the basis of our salvation) in the fruit of good works in our lives. And He stirs up our consciences so that we have an inner sense of assurance, an inner comfort that God is our Father. The Spirit does this so that we can have joy in our salvation, and so that we don’t fall prey to the evil one who seeks to burden us with despair.
Dying With Certainty

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God. --Romans 8:16

Over a period of a few months, I visited two dying people—a man of 82 and a woman of 52. Neither wanted to die. Both were greatly loved by their families. Each had many reasons for wanting to keep on living. Along with many others, I prayed earnestly for their healing, but God had other plans.

As soon as these two people realized that God wasn't going to heal them, I saw an amazing transformation in them. They both displayed a calm acceptance of death. Their faces took on a new glow, and from their lips came words of testimony and praise. They knew they were God's children and had the assurance that they would soon be with Jesus in heaven. The peace and joy they radiated brought comfort to their loved ones and friends.

What was the source of such absolute certainty in the face of dying? It wasn't what any of those who ministered to them said or did. It was supernatural grace imparted by the indwelling Holy Spirit. Paul put it like this: "The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God" (Romans 8:16).

Praise God! All who trust Christ and who walk in fellowship with Him need not dread the hour of death.  
Death is not a period—it's only a comma.

C. H. Spurgeon

There are two witnesses, then, and in the mouth of these two witnesses the whole truth about our adoption shall be established. Our own spirit — so changed as to be reconciled to God, and led in ways which once it never trod, — our own spirit bears witness that we are the sons of God; and then God’s own Spirit bears witness, too, and so we become doubly sure.

Our Daily Bread
We are all accustomed to contracts. We are often required to sign them, whether with a builder to construct our house or with the department store when we purchase an appliance. Contracts, formal or informal, specify what happens if one of the parties fails to live up to an agreement.

When we put our trust in Christ for salvation, however, we do more than sign a contract. We enter into a binding relationship with God whereby He makes us His children by the new birth and by adoption (1Pet. 1:23; Eph. 1:5). Because of this close family relationship, we are permanent heirs of an eternal inheritance reserved in heaven for us (1Pet. 1:4).

Contracts can be broken if one of the parties fails to keep his part of the promise. Fortunately for us, our eternal destiny is based on more than some legal agreement we make with God. Rather, we are secure because of our family relationship with Him. If a youngster fails to show up for dinner, the parent's obligation isn't canceled. The parent starts a search for the child. One member's failure doesn't cancel the relationship. How thankful we can be that eternal life is based on our relationship with God through Christ.

We are heirs of God 
not merely by contract,

But by birthright.

Note: How do we know that what Paul is speaking about is real? The Spirit's presence in us is unmistakable! We sense His prompting and respond. We find a new freedom in our relationship with God. Deep down, our changed lives and sense of closeness to God make it absolutely clear we are God's children. If you do not feel it, believe it. If you believe it, and act on it, you will surely feel it.

C. H. Spurgeon

It is first a quickening spirit, and then a witnessing spirit, witnessing with our spirit that we are the children of God. Now up again.

Oswald Chambers
We are in danger of getting the barter spirit when we come to God, we want the witness before we have done what God tells us to do. Why does not God reveal Himself to me? He cannot, it is not that He will not, but He cannot, because you are in the road as long as you won't abandon absolutely to Him. Immediately you do, God witnesses to Himself, He cannot witness to you, but He witnesses instantly to His own nature in you. If you had the witness before the reality, it would end in sentimental emotion. Immediately you transact on the Redemption, and stop the impertinence of debate, God gives on the witness. As soon as you abandon reasoning and argument, God witnesses to what He has done, and we are amazed at our impertinence in having kept Him waiting. If you are in debate as to whether God can deliver from sin, either let Him do it, or tell Him He cannot. Do not quote this and that person, try Matthew 11:28; Come unto me. Come, if you are weary and heavy laden; ask if you know you are evil.

The Spirit of God witnesses to the Redemption of our Lord, He does not witness to anything else; He cannot witness to our reason. The simplicity that comes from our natural common-sense decisions is apt to be mistaken for the witness of the Spirit, but the Spirit witnesses only to His own nature, and to the work of Redemption, never to our reason. If we try to make Him witness to our reason, it is no wonder we are in darkness and perplexity. Fling it all overboard, trust in Him, and He will give the witness.

C. H. Spurgeon

It corroborates the testimony of conscience. We feel that we are the children of God; and the Spirit of God comes forward as a second, but still greater and higher witness, to confirm the testimony that we are the children of God.

A.W. Tozer 

Many men and women are seeking counselors to aid them with their confessed feelings of emptiness and inadequacy. Each seems to have a plea about becoming a whole person. The importance of coming back into right relationship with God cannot be overestimated as we seriously think and study and pray. By the mysterious operation of the Spirit of God in the new birth, that which is called by Peter the divine nature enters the deep-in core of the believer's heart and establishes residence there. If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his, for the Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. Such a one is a true Christian, and only such. Baptism, confirmation, the receiving of the sacraments, church membership, these mean nothing unless the supreme act of God in regeneration also takes place!

Religious externals may have a meaning for the God-inhabited soul; for any others they are not only useless but may actually become snares, deceiving them into a false and perilous sense of security. Keep thy heart with all diligence is more than a wise saying; it is a solemn charge laid upon us by the One who cares most about us!

Billy Graham 

We have three great enemies: sin, Satan, and death.

Because Christ rose from the dead, we know that sin and death and Satan have been decisively defeated. And because Christ rose from the dead, we know there is life after death, and that if we belong to Him we need not fear death or hell. Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. He also promised, In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. We know these words are true, because Jesus died on the cross and rose again from the dead. What a glorious hope we have because of Jesus' resurrection.

No eye has been, no ear has heard,

No mind has conceived

What God has prepared for those

Who love Him.

C. H. Spurgeon

Does your spirit cry in that way tonight? Even if you be in the dark, yet if you cry for your Father, you will soon be in the light. There is no need to be distressed with any form of doubt so long as the Spirit makes this continual breathing, “Abba, Father, show thyself to me. Do what thou wilt to me. Let me taste thy love. Let me at least bow under thy hand.”

Note: Our confidence in the future is based firmly on the fact of what God has done for us in Christ. No matter what our situation may be, we need never despair because Christ is alive. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For Jesus our Lord.

C. H. Spurgeon

Our spirit knows that we are God’s children and then God’s Spirit adds his testimony to the witness of our spirit that we are the children of God.

Illustration
A painter once wanted a picture of innocence. He found and painted a little child kneeling beside his mother at prayer. The palms of his hands were reverently folded, mild blue eyes upturned with an expression of devotion and peace. The painter prized this portrait of young Rupert above all else and hung it prominently in his study, calling it innocence.

Years later when the artist was old, the portrait was still there. He had often thought of painting a counterpart, the picture of guilt. One day he purposely visited a neighboring prison. On the damp floor of the cell lay a wretched man, named Rupert, heavily ironed. His body was horribly wasted, his eyes hollow, vice sprouted all over his face. The old painter succeeded admirably, and the portraits hung side by side; Innocence and Guilt.

C. H. Spurgeon

We should not have that spirit else. Our spirit feels the spirit of adoption, and so there is a double witness, the witness of our spirit, and the witness of God’s Spirit, that we are the children of God. In the mouth of these two witnesses the whole shall be established.

Privileges of Sonship:
· Sons are delivered from bondage.

· Sons have the Spirit of adoption.

· Sons acknowledge the Father.

· Sons have the witness of the Spirit.

· Sons are heirs of God.

· Sons suffer with Him.

· Sons shall be glorified with Him.

8:17
and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.  

Now if we are children, then we are heirs--heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 
we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.  

Gal 4:7 

Therefore you are no longer a slave, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.

2Tim. 2:12 

If we endure, we shall also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;

1Pet. 4:13 

But to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.

8:17 There is a price for being identified with Jesus. Along with the great treasures, Paul mentions the suffering that Christians must face. What kinds of suffering are we to endure? For first-century believers, there was economic and social persecution, and some even faced death. We too must pay a price for following Jesus. In many parts of today’s world, Christians face pressures just as severe as those faced by Christ’s first followers. Even in countries where Christianity is tolerated or encouraged, Christians must not become complacent. To live as Jesus did—serving others, giving up one’s own rights, resisting pressures to conform to the world—always exacts a price. Nothing we suffer, however, can compare to the great price that Jesus paid to save us.
TODAY IN THE WORD
One of the basic principles of science is called the “second law of thermodynamics” or the “law of morpholysis.” This law states that left to themselves, natural systems become disordered or disorganized. The energy runs out. The complexity deteriorates. It’s called “entropy.” 

This principle applies universally. Your watch, without new batteries, will run down and cease to function. Your car will not stay in good working order if you pay no attention to it. The plant you don’t water withers. Stars eventually cool. People and animals grow old and die. There are no exceptions. 

But this is not the way it was meant to be. This may surprise you, since to us it just seems part of the “natural order” of things. The truth is that the created world is in “bondage to decay” (v. 21) because of the original sin. Nature suffers from our sin, and in some sense will share in our redemption. 

As heirs of Christ, we suffer like Him--this is the road to sharing in His glory (v. 17). In comparison to this future glory, our present troubles and trials are nothing (v. 18). 

The created world is also hoping in this future glory, waiting “in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed” (v. 19; cf. 1 John 3:2). Paul shows creation here waiting anxiously, knowing what will happen and longing for it. 

Why is creation interested in what happens to us? Because its destiny is hitched to ours, as we are its rulers or stewards (Gen. 1:28). It suffers from sin not by any fault of its own, but because of humanity’s disobedient choice in Eden (v. 20; cf. Gen. 3:17-19). The Greek word, translated frustration, carries implications of futility, frailty, and purposelessness--and scientifically speaking, entropy.

C. H. Spurgeon

It is not, of course, so in human families. All children are not heirs; but it is so in the family of God.

What a heritage! God himself becomes our heritage. We are heirs to all that God has, and all that God is.

The whole chapter is rather too long for our reading, so we will pass on to the 28th verse.

God gives:

· His love

to charm us
· His peace
to calm us
· His word
to arm us
· His promises
to cheer us
· His joy

to strengthen us
· His riches
to endow us
· His grace
to empower us
· His spirit
to guide us
· His beauty
to beautify us
· His glory
to satisfy us
Upper Room
Whatever may be going on in our lives, we are linked to one another, to God, and to Christ. Created by God, descended from common ancestors, redeemed by one Lord, we are linked by chains that are permanently forged.

Jesus gave us two commandments to hold all of that together: Love God; love one another. Love links us to one another. In love's bond, we are one family. This union does not promise constant bliss, continually joyful and fulfilling relationships, or an easy life. We can expect hardships, isolation, and persecution as the world goes through the process of a new birth. But we are upheld through this process by the love of God and by God's joy. And in the end we are promised a fullness of life that far exceeds any difficulties we could ever face.

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh that if — “if children.” There are some that get over all that. They believe in a universal fatherhood, which is not worth the words in which they describe it. This is a different fatherhood altogether.

Oh! this blessed co-partnership — this fellowship: joint-heirs with Christ: taking part in the whole heritage — as well the heritage of suffering as the heritage of glory. “It shall bruise thy heel, but thou shalt bruise his head.”

There is to be the heel-bruising for the Christ, as well as for us; but there is to be the head-crushing of sin and Satan for him and for us, too.

Cornelius Plantinga, Jr.
We do not want suffering; we want success. We identify not with those who are low and hurt but with those who are high and healthy. We don't like lepers or losers very well; we prefer climbers and comers. For Christians, the temptation to be conformed to this world is desperately sweet and strong. Yet, says the Apostle Paul, we are children of God if we suffer with Christ. God does not give his hardest assignments to his weakest children.

C.H. Spurgeon 


This chapter is like the Garden of Eden, which had in it all manner of delights. If one where shut up to preach only from the eighth of Romans he would have a subject which might last a lifetime. Every line of the chapter serves for a text. It is an inexhaustible mine. Paul sets before us a golden ladder, and from every step he climbs to something yet higher: from sonship he rises to heirship, and from heirship to joint-heirship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Days of Praise
One of the greatest doctrines of the Christian faith is the identification of Christ with His people in all the key events of His great work of salvation. For example, we are considered by God as dying with Him since He died for us. As Paul said, I am crucified with Christ.

Furthermore, when Christ was buried, we were in effect buried also. We are buried with Him by baptism into death. Then we are also resurrected with Christ. Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised Him from the dead. But that is only the beginning of our great salvation. Christ then ascended to heaven, sat down on the right hand of the Father, and we are there with Him! God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ. And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.

Not even is this the end, for we are joint-heirs with Christ, as our text assures us. He has been appointed heir of all things, and we share His inheritance. It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him. Identified with Christ in His suffering, His death, His burial, His resurrection, His ascension, and then in His eternal reign! This is our position by faith. When He returns, it will become actuality, and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh! what a rise is this from groaning under, “O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?’ up to this point, “That we may be also glorified together.”

Heirs of:


Salvation


Extrication from danger or


confinement.


Eternal life 


Endless, ageless and continual.


Promise 


Guarantee by solemn pledge.


Grace



To lend dignity or honor to by an act or favor.


Righteous 


Upright in principle and action.


Kingdom


Realm of God's sovereignty.

Salter 

As a dead man cannot inherit an estate, no more can a dead soul inherit the Kingdom of God.

C. H. Spurgeon

It is to be all with him. With him in the suffering; with him in the glory; with him in the reproach of men; with him in the honor at the right hand of the Father. But if we shun the path of humiliation with him, we may expect that he will deny us in the day of his glory.

Dr. Guthrie 

Inheritance. What is it? The pay of a soldier is not inheritance; neither are the fees of a lawyer, nor of a physician; nor the gains of trade; nor the wages of labor. The rewards of toil or skill, these are earned by the hands that receive them. What is inherited, on the other hand, may be the property of a new-born babe; and so the coronet, won long ago by the stout arm of valor, and first blazoned on a battered shield, now stands above the cradle of a wailing infant..

C. H. Spurgeon

For all God’s children are heirs, and all equally heirs. The elder-born members of God’s family, such as Abraham and the rest of the patriarchs, are no more heirs of God than are we of these latter days who have but lately come to Christ. “If children, then heirs.” Heirs of what?

Not only heirs of what God chooses to give, but heirs of himself. There need be nothing else said, if this is true: “The Lord is my portion, saith my soul.” “Heirs of God,

Do you ever have in your heart a longing to behold the glory of God? Do you feel pressed down when you see abounding sin? 
Are your eyes ready to be flooded with tears at the thought of the destruction of the ungodly?

Then, you are having sympathy with Christ in his sufferings, and you shall as certainly be an heir with him, by-and-by, in his glory.

Illustration
A dying judge, the day before his departure to be with Christ, said to his pastor, Do you know enough about law to understand what is meant by joint-tenancy? No, was the reply. I know nothing about law, I know a little about grace, and that satisfies me. Well, he said, if you and I were joint-tenants on a farm, I could not say to you: That is your hill of corn, and this is mine; that is your stalk of wheat, and this is mine; that is your blade of grass, and this is mine' but we should share and share alike in everything on the place. I have just been lying here, and thinking with unspeakable joy, that Jesus Christ has nothing apart from me, that everything he has is mine, and we will share and share alike through all eternity.

C. H. Spurgeon

This would not necessarily be true of any man’s family, for he might have children who were not his heirs; but, in God’s family, all who are born into it are born “heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” We must take our part of Christ’s portion,— his portion here, and his portion hereafter; the rule for us who are in him shall be, “share and share alike.” He himself has said, “Where I am, there shall also my servant be;” and all that he has he will divide with us. Are you willing, dear brother, to take shares with Christ? If not, then I question whether you can be rightly reckoned among his saints.

Born again? 


The Greek word for giving birth is gennao , which can mean to literally beget or bring forth but is often used figuratively in the NT. The phrase born again is found in John 3, in Jesus' discussion with the religious leader Nicodemus. Jesus makes it clear that being born again describes the action God's Spirit takes when he transforms human beings (3:6). Peter uses the same language, reminding believers, You have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of  imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God (1Pet. 1:23).

C. H. Spurgeon

That does not follow in other cases, but it does in the case of the family of God. In a man’s family, only one son can be an heir; but in God’s family, of is it declared “if children, then heirs.”

Not only heirs to God, but heirs of God. God himself is the heritage of his people; he belongs to them now, as an eternal endowment. “Heirs of God.”

We are to take the rough and the smooth, the bitter and the sweet, with Christ; and who will make any demur to that? If we are to be heirs with Christ, we do not wish to split the inheritance in pieces. Nay! we will take the cross as well as the crown — the reproach as well as the honor.

Adoption 


In adoption an individual's old relationships were severed. Old debts and obligations were canceled. The person was placed under the authority of the father of the new family. The father was considered owner of all the adoptee's possessions and was believed to have the right to control the adoptee's behavior. The father also had the right of discipline and became liable for the new son or daughter's actions. Each was committed by the act of adoption to support and to help maintain the other.


Likeness 


Although God makes it very clear that there is no way we can understand him by comparing him to a person or thing (Isa 40:18), we can understand the nature of man by comparing human beings with the Lord (Gen. 1:26).

Believe 


Jesus spoke very plainly. The Son came to save. No one who believes in the Son is condemned. Whoever does not believe continues in his present state of condemnation. Believing in Jesus is the one and only doorway to eternal life.

C.H. Spurgeon 

The boundless realms of His Father's universe are Christ's by prescriptive right. As heir of all things, He is the sole proprietor of the vast creation of God, and He has admitted us to claim the whole as ours, by virtue of that deed of joint-heirship which the Lord hath ratified with His chosen people.

The golden streets of paradise, the pearly gates, the river of life, the transcendent bliss, and the unutterable glory, are, by our blessed Lord, made over to us for our everlasting possession. All that He has He shares with His people. The crown royal He has placed upon the head of His Church, appointing her a kingdom, and calling her sons a royal priesthood, a generation of priests and kings. He uncrowned Himself that we might have a coronation of glory; He would not sit upon his own throne until he had procured a place upon it for all who overcome by His blood. Crown the head and the whole body shares the honour. Behold here the reward of every Christian conqueror! Christ's throne, crown, scepter, palace, treasure, robes, heritage, are yours. Far superior to the jealousy, selfishness, and greed which admit of no participation of their advantages, Christ deems His happiness completed by his people sharing it. 

The glory which thou gavest me have I given them These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.

The smiles of His Father are all the sweeter to Him, because His people share them. The honors of His kingdom are more pleasing, because His people appear with Him in glory. More valuable to Him are His conquests, since they have taught His people to overcome. He delights in His throne, because on it there is a place for them. He rejoices in His royal robes, since over them His skirts are spread. He delights the more in His joy, because He calls them to enter into it.

Illustration
Dr. Charles Hodge, writing of Laura Bridgmen, the famous deaf mute, said: 

"I can imagine on the resurrection morning, when God will touch her eyes and say Daughter, see. And she will open her eyes and see the face of her beloved. And he will touch her ears and say, Daughter the voice of many waters. And he will touch her lips, and she will sing the song of Moses and the Lamb, sweeter than them all. Our future will be like that. That is what glorified means. Every part of our being touched with his power and filled with his fullness.

Illustration
Charles Haddon Spurgeon preached a great sermon from a very short text. The text consisted of only four words: If children, then heirs (Rom. 8:17). The truth and force of those words came through as the expositor stripped them of what they did not say.

The words did not say, if creatures, then heirs. Many people think that we are in the family of God, but the Bible does not say that we are heirs just because we are His creation. Neither does the text say, if children of Abraham, then heirs. That is what many Israelites believed. They thought they were automatically children of God because they were children of Abraham. However, to some of them, Jesus said, Ye are of your father, the devil (John 8:44). The text also ruled out baptism, church membership, confirmation, and other works and rites. We must be spiritually born into God's family. If children, even the poor of this world are heirs of the kingdom (Jas. 2:5).

OPEN IT
01. If you were released from a three-year captivity as a hostage, what would you do during your first week of freedom?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02. What impact can a good father or a bad father have on a person's life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

EXPLORE IT
03. What is the status of a person who trusts in Jesus Christ? (8:1)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04. How is a person set free from the law of sin and death? (8:2)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05. What did God do that the Law was powerless to do? (8:3-5)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06. What is the difference between those who live according to their sinful nature and those who live according to the Spirit? (8:5-8)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07. How can a person know if he or she is controlled by the sinful nature or by the Spirit? (8:9)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08. What promise is given to people living in the Spirit? (8:11)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09. What kind of obligation do Christians have? (8:12-14)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10. What happens to the person who lives according to the sinful nature? (8:13)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11. By what means can a person find life? (8:13)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12. What is true of people who are led by God's Spirit? (8:14)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13. What kind of spirit do God's children have? (8:15)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14. What are the benefits of being a child of God? (8:15-17)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

GET IT
15. What feelings of condemnation and rejection may Christens feel?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16. In what ways does knowing Christ set us free?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17. How does living for Christ change the desires of our heart?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18. What have you seen the Spirit of God do in a person's life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19. What does unchecked sin and selfishness produce in a person's life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20. How does seeing and experiencing God as a loving Father change your understanding of what it means to live as a Christian?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21. What benefits does God give to His children?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

APPLY IT
22. What area of your life do you need to turn over to God's mighty power? How will you?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23. What changes have you been resisting in your life that you are now willing to allow your loving heavenly Father to complete?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

8:18
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.  

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  
For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.  

TODAY IN THE WORD
Pastor and author Leith Anderson was a boy in 1956 when his dad took him to his first major league baseball game, a World Series contest between the New York Yankees and Brooklyn Dodgers. Anderson was a big Dodgers fan, but he went home disappointed when none of the Dodgers even reached base in the game and they lost 2-0. Anderson was so upset he didn’t realize he had been part of a historic moment--the day Don Larsen of the Yankees pitched the only perfect game in World Series history. 

Leith Anderson draws this spiritual parallel: “I was so caught up in my team’s defeat that I missed out on the fact that I was a witness to a far greater page of history. So it is with us. We dare not be so fixed on our troubles that we miss God.” 

We’re part of the greatest story in history: God’s activity in saving lost people through the sacrifice of His Son. And our future is glorious, although it’s easy to lose sight of that on any given day when hard times knock us around. 

Paul mentions Christ’s sufferings alongside His glory (v. 17) because the two go together. Paul reminds believers that sharing eternal glory with Christ involves suffering for Him temporarily on earth (see 2 Cor. 4:17). 

When Adam plunged the human race into sin, God placed a curse on the creation. And just as we often long to trade our very imperfect bodies for new ones, so Paul pictures creation as groaning for its new “body” when Christ returns. 

That hasn’t happened yet, but it’s our hope (vv. 24-25). But what about those times when we are weakened by physical, spiritual, or emotional suffering and don’t even know how to pray? We don’t need to despair, because the Holy Spirit translates our groans to the Father. 

C. H. Spurgeon

Glory in us! Only think of that! You know the revelation that is in the book; but how grand will be the revelation that is in the man! “The glory which shall be revealed in us.” We shall be full of glory. And a part of God’s glory, which otherwise must have lain concealed, will be revealed in his people to his own praise forever and ever; but also to our own eternal joy.

God gives:

· His love

to charm us
· His peace
to calm us
· His word
to arm us
· His promises
to cheer us
· His joy

to strengthen us
· His riches
to endow us
· His grace
to empower us
· His spirit
to guide us
· His beauty
to beautify us
· His glory
to satisfy us
R.C. Sproul
Paul carries forward his discussion of the Christian struggle into Romans 8, where he reminds us that the Holy Spirit has been given to ensure our ultimate victory over the remaining horrors of indwelling sin. As he said in Chapter 6, so he says again in 8:10, we are to count our old selves as dead, and our new selves as alive in the sphere of the Resurrection. This leads Paul to remark that our present sufferings are not worth comparing to our future glory. In context, he is probably not referring to external persecution but to the inner struggle he has been describing for two chapters. There have been times in history when the church has not suffered external persecution, but there has never been a time when Christians did not suffer from the power of indwelling sin.

Paul describes this suffering as groaning and, of course, he has illustrated that groaning in Romans 7. The Christian suffers more than other people because only the Christian experiences the horrible struggle with sin. It is the work of the Spirit to bring about this suffering, because the Spirit shows us Christ, and shows us how we have betrayed Him over and over again. In this way the Spirit afflicts us for our own good, and causes us to look forward to the day when we shall no longer be burdened with sin. It is in this context that Paul writes that all things work together for good, and that we can be assured of eventual deliverance, because God is absolutely sovereign. It is important to see that Paul brings up the doctrine of predestination not as a theological abstraction to be considered at the beginning of his letter, but as a comfort to believers who groan as they struggle with sin, fear, worry, and nagging doubts. 

God controls everything, says Paul, and because He controls everything we can count on Him. His promises cannot fail, because He has predestinated everything from the beginning to the end. Our sufferings are part of His plan, and He will ultimately bring good out of them. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, because of them. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, because of them. Nothing can separate us from the love of God, nothing can interfere with His plan. Thus, no matter how much we suffer externally and internally, if we cling to the promises, we can rejoice in the knowledge that we are absolutely secure.

Not Worthy:

· Unworthy forerunner

· Unworthy disciple

· Unworthy guests

· Unworthy son

· Unworthy sufferings

· Unworthy world

· Humble supplicant
C. H. Spurgeon

It is not merely that the Spirit will bless the body, but that spiritual men will bless the whole creation. Materialism, which is like the body inhabited by the spirits of saints, is to share in the bliss which Christ has come to bring.

Billy Graham 

Affliction can be a means of refining and of purification. Many a life has come forth from the furnace of affliction more beautiful and more useful. We might never have had the songs of Fanny Crosby had she not been afflicted with blindness. George Matheson would never have given the world his immortal song, O Love That Will Not Let Me Go, had it not been for his passing through the furnace of affliction. The "Hallelujah Chorus" was written by Handel when he was poverty-stricken and suffering from a paralyzed right side and right arm. Job, who was called upon to suffer as few men have suffered, said: But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold. Affliction may also be for our strengthening and Christian development.

The other day a doctor told me that the man who had fought disease all of his life would be better able to resist it than the man who had never been sick a day in his life. It's the fellows who have never been sick who die in a hurry, he said. David said: Before I was afflicted I went astray; but now have I kept thy word. We learn through the trials we are called upon to bear.

C. H. Spurgeon

He had just mentioned the sufferings. They are too little. They are mere specks in the sun. They are too small to be weighed in comparison with the exceeding weight of glory which God has prepared for us.
Epigram


It is easier to suffer in silence if you are sure someone is watching.

C. H. Spurgeon

These sufferings, however, sharp, are short, compared with eternal glory, infinitesimal, not worthy to be taken account of; like one drop falling into a river and lost in it.

One Day

One day as I was fast asleep, 
I had this stirring dream;

I was caught up to be with God, 
with angels it did seem.

And while up there, 
I met God's saints 
from many parts of the earth.

Now some were great and famous men, 
and some of humble birth.

I talked to one great saint of God, 
the first one I had met;

He told how he died for Christ, 
his words I can't forget

He lived, he said, in Bible days, 
and died at Nero's stake.

"It was a joy to give my all 
and burn for Jesus' sake."

"I was so glad to die for Christ," 
with humble words he said.

But as I listened to it all, 
I bowed by guilty head.

Another man then gently spoke, 
"Here is my story, friend.

Twas cannibals that took my life, 
because I would not bend.

I tried to tell those heathen souls 
of Christ who came to die.

They ate my flesh and drank my blood 
but sent my soul on high.

Of course up here are millions more 
with stories rare and true.

But friend, before I tell you more, 
let's hear your story too."

I am ashamed of how I've failed, 
I've known no sacrifice.

I am ashamed of how I've failed, 
I've paid such little price.

I've never even given funds 
to send the gospel out, 

I've lived a life of luxury 
and never done without.

Those costly cars, 
those extra clothes 
seem needless now, 
and vain;

The very thought of how I've lived 
now fills my heart with pain.

Just then it seemed that Jesus said, 
"Take up my cross today:

I'll give to you another chance to work 
and give and pray.

My guilty heart began to burn, 
my nervous body shake.

Then I awoke with tear-filled eyes 
with new resolves to make.

I told the Lord form that day forth 
my best, my all I'd give,

To win the lost in every place, 
for this alone I'd live.

I told the Lord that from then on 
I would not waste a dime;

That I would give myself to prayer 
and really use my time.

That I would seek with all my heart 
that power from above,

To help me tell a heathen world 
of Jesus' grace and love.

C. H. Spurgeon

“Light afflictions” are contrasted with “an exceeding weight of glory.”

Temporary afflictions, but for a moment, are to be followed by everlasting crowns that fade not away. What a contrast!

Future Manifestation:

It is a great reality.


It will be the deliverance of creation from bondage.


It will have an effect in every creature.


It will be the redemption of the body.


It is a time earnestly longed for.


It gives joy in suffering.

C. H. Spurgeon

Paul made “the sufferings of this present time” into a matter of simple arithmetic and careful reckoning. He added them all up, and saw what the total was, he seemed to be about to state a proportion sum, but he gave it up, and said that the sufferings were “not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed.” Did they stand as one to a thousand? No, else they had been worthy to be compared. Did they stand as one to ten thousand, — or one to a million, — or one to a million of millions? If so, they would still have been worthy to be compared; but Paul saw that there was no proportion whatever between them. The sufferings seemed to be but as a single drop, and the glory to be as a boundless ocean.

“Not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”

That glory is not yet fully revealed; it is revealed to us, but not yet in us.

What, then, shall we do in the meantime? 
Why, wait with patience, and bear our appointed burden until the time comes for us to be relieved of it; — wait, however, with hope, — wait, too, as we must, quietly enduring the pains and pangs which precede so glorious a birth. In this respect, we are not alone,

R.C. Sproul
In Romans 8, Paul encourages his fellow believers to persevere in their suffering. This would have meant a great deal coming from Paul because he knew what it was like to suffer. He had been beaten, stoned, thrown in prison, hounded like a dog, shipwrecked, rejected by his people. He knew hunger and thirst, exhaustion and poverty. He suffered some kind of thorn in his flesh, which might have been a painful illness or disability. Because he was a man who knew suffering in a personal way, each of us can find great encouragement by this letter.

Paul found encouragement and strength in the midst of suffering by remembering who he was in relation to God and what he could expect in the future. Paul was not an outcast or a slave, but he was a son. As a son of God he was an heir, and as an heir of God he was a joint heir with Christ. To be a joint heir with Christ meant that he must suffer as Christ had suffered. But that was not all. Once the suffering was done, he would be glorified even as Christ had been glorified.

Those who suffer as the children of God will be raised in glory as the children of God. At that time, we will receive the inheritance of the Lord. Like the son who looks forward to the day when he will be old enough to receive his inheritance, so we look forward to the day of glory. On that day we will be brought into the heavenly kingdom of God, fitted with a crown of glory, and clothed in robes of majesty.

When Paul said that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that will be revealed in us, he knew what he was talking about. Not only had he experienced great suffering, but he had peered into the third heaven. He had a foretaste of what awaits us. Like Isaiah, he saw the glory of the Lord, and its splendor left him speechless. Once he had seen God’s Glory, the inheritance of the saints, he knew that all the suffering in the world could not outweigh the glory we will receive in heaven. That is our hope, our encouragement. As children of God, we have an inheritance in store for us, one that will make all the pain and sorrow of this life melt into oblivion.

Devotional

You may be in the throes of a situation where you find yourself perplexed, confused, and depressed. You do not know what is going on in your life. You are not clear about what the Lord is doing. You find yourself in the grip of anxiety. At that specific juncture, you need your vision renewed. You need a fresh realization that you are a child of God, an heir of God, and a joint heir of Christ. The Spirit needs to redraw on the screen of your heart that your destiny is to suffer with Christ and be glorified together with Him. You need a present life-consciousness that you are on the pathway of the cross, which leads all the way to the throne, to sit with Him on the throne (Rev. 3:21). For this realization to be your experience, you need to stimulate your spirit. 

You do not need to live feeling that everything is wrong and that all hope has vanished. You simply need to exercise your spirit to cry "Abba, Father!" When you do, a fresh consciousness will begin to arise in you. A fresh realization of your destiny as a child of God will begin to take hold of you. Fresh vision will emerge, and you will be able to sort out things from God's viewpoint. This is the meaning of Romans 8:13-19. To stimulate our spirit is to usher ourselves into inwardly applying the cross. This is the genuine leading of the Spirit mentioned in Romans 8:14. It is being led by the Spirit to put to death the practices of our body. 

TODAY IN THE WORD
Joni Erickson was a teenager when she dove into the Chesapeake Bay a healthy, athletic girl, and was pulled out of the water a quadriplegic. Already a Christian, Joni spent months praying for healing. But as time passed, her hope turned to despair, anger, and depression. During this time, one verse kept coming back to her–Romans 8:28. Finally, she saw that her dive was really no accident at all, and that God could use her situation for His greater glory. This single verse helped Joni to focus on God’s plan for her life and eased her despair. 

It’s fitting for us to close our study this month with another person impacted by the book of Romans. One of the first people we looked at, Augustine, was changed forever by Romans 13. For Martin Luther, Romans 1:17 had this same effect; and for Billy Graham, it was Romans 5:8. John Wesley found his heart was “strangely warmed” by the first part of Romans 8. Later, a young paralyzed woman was profoundly encouraged by that second half of Romans 8. You may recall from our study of John Wesley that Romans 8 begins with the wonderful declaration that believers in Jesus Christ have been freed from condemnation. The chapter continues with promises of life in the Spirit for those who have become children of God. 

Today’s passage continues by showing that the eternal glory of God at work within us far outweighs any trial that we experience this side of heaven (v. 18). And we are not alone in our trials--all of God’s creation suffers because of the effects of sin and longs for that time when things will be restored to God’s original intention (v. 21). Seeing life from this eternal perspective gives us confidence that God is working all things for good in His glorious purposes (v. 28). Because God Himself is for us, nothing can possibly separate us from His love (vv. 38–39). 

8:19
For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.  

The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.  
For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.  
8:19-22 Sin has caused all creation to fall from the perfect state in which God created it. So the world is subject to frustration and bondage to decay so that it cannot fulfill its intended purpose. One day all creation will be liberated and transformed. Until that time it waits in eager expectation for the resurrection of God’s children.

8:19-22 Christians see the world as it is—physically decaying and spiritually infected with sin. But Christians do not need to be pessimistic, because they have hope for future glory. They look forward to the new heaven and new earth that God has promised, and they wait for God’s new order that will free the world of sin, sickness, and evil. In the meantime, Christians go with Christ into the world where they heal people’s bodies and souls and fight the evil effects of sin in the world.

C. H. Spurgeon

We live in a world that is under a curse, — a world that was made subject to bondage through human sin. What means this cold? What mean these fogs? What mean the general mourning and sighing of the air all through the winter? What mean the disturbances, and convulsions, and catastrophes that we hear about on all hands? It is the creation groaning, travailing,

waiting, — waiting till there shall be a new heaven and a new earth, because the former things shall have passed away.

C. H. Spurgeon

There is something that the whole creation is waiting for, and it cannot come, till God’s children are manifested — till the glory is revealed in them.

The whole creation is in a waiting posture, waiting for the glory yet to be revealed.

Timeless Insights
Earlier in Romans, Paul described the process of setting sail on the voyage of the Christian life. The voyage is launched by faith, with Christ as the Captain and heaven as the destination. The key to staying on course is a firm eye on the destination, and the hope of Christ's return. Horatius Bonar expresses that hope.

C. H. Spurgeon

All creation is, as it were, watching and waiting on tip-toe for the day when God shall manifest his sons who are at present hidden. In due time, they shall come forth, acknowledged of God, and then shall the whole creation rejoice.

Come, Lord, and tarry not;

Bring the long-looked-for day;

O why these years of waiting here,

These ages of delay?

Come, for Thy saints still wait;

Daily ascends their sigh:

The Spirit and the Bride say, 'Come':

Dost Thou not hear the cry?

Come, for creation groans,

Impatient of Thy stay,

Worn out with these long years of ill,

These ages of delay.

Come, and begin Thy reign,

Of everlasting peace;

Come, take Thy Kingdom to Thyself,

Great King of Righteousness.

You're not the only one who longs for Christ's soon return. Even roses and redwoods, mountains and wildlife, experience the curse of humanity's sin, and long to be released from it. Someday they will and you will too. But in the meantime you can hope, and wait, and watch and work and sing!

C. H. Spurgeon

There is a future even for materialism. That poor, dusky clod in which we dwell is yet to be illuminated with the light of God; and these poor bodies which are akin to the dust of the earth, and still remain as if they were not delivered, being subjected to pain, and weakness, and death — even they are yet to be brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

The Millennium will be one of:


Peace


Happiness


Long Life and Health


Prosperity


Joy in Work


Mortals on Earth


Resurrected Saints

C. H. Spurgeon

So great is to be the glory of God’s children that all the world is waiting for it. Every creature stands on tip-toe, looking for the coming of Christ and the manifestation of the redeemed. What must be the greatness of this thing which the whole creation has learned to expect?

8:20
For the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope  

For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope  
For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,  

C. H. Spurgeon

“The whole creation.” It is the same word all through; so I have put the same word. The whole world is in its pangs and birth-throes, and there can never come its complete deliverance into the new heavens and the new earth, except there shall also be the manifestation of the children of God, and their deliverance from all that now hampers and hinders the divine life that is within them.

C. H. Spurgeon

We were in bondage, and we have come out in a measure into the liberty of the children of God. Now the world in which we live is in sympathy with us, and it is part under bondage because of sin, but it is only temporary bondage. There will come a day when the whole creation shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God — a new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

Days of Praise
Every creature of God that is, everything created by Him, has been subjected to "vanity," or futility. This is the great curse on the ground imposed thereon because of the primal rebellion of the man who had been given dominion over all the earth.

Although we see the effects all around and even in us, certain idealistic theologians argue that Christ, by His resurrection, has already started the gradual triumph of life over death, righteousness over evil, and order over entropy. But this is wrong. A whole generation after Christ's resurrection, Paul noted that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until not. Then, after still another generation, Peter said that the devil was still freely walking about seeking whom he may devour. Paul, just before his death, predicted that in the last days evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse. The best-proved of all scientific laws, the law of increasing entropy, describes the tendency in all natural systems toward disorganization and death. Despite the resurrection, therefore, death is still the great enemy and will continue to be so until death is swallowed up in victory when Christ returns.

Nevertheless, because of His death and resurrection, Christ has, in principle and sure prospect, abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. In the meantime, He commanded us to occupy till I come that we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.

C. H. Spurgeon

Just as our body is, so to speak, the world, the earth in which our spirit dwells: so this big earth is the body in which the Church dwells; and this body has its pains, so this creation has its pains; but as this body is to rise again, so this creation also, though it “groaneth and travaileth,” is to be brought into the “glorious liberty of the children of God.” And What a world it will be when the curse that fell on it through the sin of Eden shall be removed by the glorious Atonement of Calvary; and when the blood of Christ which fell to the ground, which you will remember has never gone away from the earth, but is somewhere still, shall have fully redeemed the world, the whole world shall be a trophy of the Redeemer’s power.

Illustration
Someone has said that if you could convince a man there was no hope, he would curse the day he was born. Hope is an indispensable quality of life. Years ago the S-4 submarine was rammed by another ship and quickly sank. The entire crew was trapped in its prison house of death. Ships rushed to the scene of disaster off the coast of Massachusetts. We don't know what took place down in the sunken submarine, but we can be sure that the men clung bravely to life as the oxygen slowly gave out. A diver placed his helmeted ear to the side of the vessel and listened. He heard a tapping noise. Someone, he learned, was tapping out a question in the dots and dashes of the Morse Code. The question came slowly; Is .... there .... any .... hope? this seems to be the cry of humanity; Is there any hope? Hope, indeed, is the basis of all human existence in Christ!

C. H. Spurgeon

We have already obtained salvation for our souls, but our body is still under bondage,— subject to weariness,— to pain,— to infirmity,— to death; but, by-and-by, with the new creation, our newly-moulded bodies shall be fit to live in the new world, and fit for our newborn souls to inhabit. This is the full redemption for which we are waiting.

Everything here is blighted, and subject to storm, or to decay, or to sudden death, or to calamity of some sort. It is a fair world, but there is the shadow of the curse over it all. The slime of the serpent is on all our Edens now. “The creation itself was made subject to vanity,” but it “also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”

8:21
that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  
Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  

A.W. Tozer
Is it possible that some of our brothers and sisters in Christ have forgotten that even though we are Christians, we live day by day in unredeemed physical bodies? Yes, brethren, this is orthodox Christian theology, given us by the Apostle Paul in these words: Even though we have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we groan within ourselves, waiting for the redemption of the body. These bodies of ours will be redeemed, for that is the promise of God. But in this life they are not yet actually redeemed. That is why we cannot do God's eternal work ourselves, for only the Holy Spirit of God can bring about His eternal purposes. If we are to successfully engage in the Christian witness God expects of us while we are here on this earth, we must consciously know and experience the indwelling illumination of the Holy Spirit of God. We must depend upon His gifts and His endowment and His anointing if we hope to cope with the universal blight which is upon mankind.

Glorious Things:

· Work

· Past

· Liberty

· Power

· Gospel

· Body

· Appearing
Illustration
When the Emancipation Proclamation was taken to Mr. Lincoln by Secretary Seward, for the President's signature, Mr. Lincoln took a pen dipped it in the ink, moved his hand to the place for the signature, held it a moment, then removed his hand and dropped the pen. After a little hesitation, he again took up the pen and went through the same movement as before.

Mr. Lincoln then turned to Mr. Seward and said: 

I have been shaking hands since nine o'clock this morning, and my right arm is almost paralyzed. If my name ever goes into history, it will be for this act, and my whole soul is in it. If my hand trembles when I sign the Proclamation, all who examine the document hereafter will say, 'He hesitated.'

He then turned to the table, took up the pen again, and slowly, firmly wrote Abraham Lincoln, with which the whole world is now familiar. He then looked up, smiled, and said, That will do.

Glory:

· Hope of glory
· Body of glory
· Partners of glory
· Liberty of glory
· Presence of glory
· Throne of glory
· Appearing of glory

8:22
For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  

We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.  
For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  .  

C. H. Spurgeon

The soul has obtained its redemption. Therefore, our heart is glad, and our glory rejoicing. But our body has not yet obtained its redemption. That is to come at the resurrection. Then will be the adoption. 
“Waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.” Oh I blessed fact! 
Though now, in common with the whole creation, the body is subjected to bondages, yet it shall be delivered, and we — the whole man, body as well as soul and spirit — shall be brought into the liberty of the children of God.

Illustration

It is not only Christian people who are expecting the Second Coming of Christ, the frustrated youth of America sense that judgment is near. Their sons reflect their anxiety. One popular record is called “Dooms-Day.” In his big number one record, “Bad Moon Rising,” Credence Clearwater warns that the time of the end is near and hopes that we are ready. One hit song suggests a meeting in the air with the Lord. In some of the hippie communes, where groups of boys and girls live together in remote areas under primitive conditions, young people are turning to religion in an effort to get right with God before the day of judgment.

C. H. Spurgeon

Deep groans are in the world. Have you not heard of earthquakes? Do you not know how the whole world is in a tremor? There is something coming, and all the world is groaning for that coming. God makes the universe to be like an instrument of music played upon by the fingers of mortal men: so

that when they are sorrowful, the world is sorrowful, and when they go forth with joy and are led forth with peace, then the mount-rains and the hills shall break forth before them into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. “We know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.”

C. H. Spurgeon

We groan in unison with a groaning creation, and we shall not at present get rid of our aches, and pains, and sicknesses altogether.

The birth-pangs of the creation are on it; the living creature within is moving itself to break its shell, and come forth.

8:23
And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body.  

Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.  
And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body

2Cor. 1:22 

Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God.

2Cor. 5:2 

For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothes with our dwelling form heaven.

2Cor. 5:4 

For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothes, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.

Gal. 5:5 

For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness."

8:23 We will be resurrected with bodies, glorified bodies like the body Christ now has in heaven (see 1 Cor. 15:25-58). We have the “firstfruits,” the first installment or down payment of the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of our resurrection life (see 2 Cor. 1:22; 2 Cor. 5:5; Ephes. 1:14).

TODAY IN THE WORD
An environmental catastrophe unfolded last summer in Brazil. When a pipe burst, more than one million gallons of crude oil was dumped by the Petrobras company into the Barigui River. The oil drifted downstream, endangering drinking water, farmland, and animal life for a distance of 140 miles. Workers and volunteers labored around the clock to stop the oil’s flow before it reached the city of Uniao da Vitoria (population: 70,000). 

Brazilian officials said the spill was the worst river contamination in their history--worse than a similar accident only six months before. That same company had spilled 345,000 gallons of oil into Guanabara Bay, polluting beaches and killing ocean life near the capital of Rio de Janeiro. For its carelessness, Petrobras was hit with a $28 million fine. 

When we read about or come in personal contact with incidents such as this, we can almost hear for ourselves the groans of creation described in today’s reading. 

Continuing from yesterday, we pick up the theme that the created world is waiting eagerly for our glorification, for at that time it will also be liberated from its bondage (v. 21). 

In the meantime, just as we suffer (v. 17), creation also suffers. Still personifying it, Paul described it as “groaning,” an emotional term suggesting crying or suffering. But specifically, creation is groaning like a woman in childbirth. Mothers reading this devotion need no further explanation--labor pains are intense! 

This simile illustrates the pain that sin causes. Both creation’s suffering and a woman’s labor pains trace back to the Curse (see Gen. 3:16). But since salvation will trump the Curse, and since labor leads to a newborn baby, this image also implies hope and life.

Waiting for Heaven

Trials in a believer’s life increase his anticipation for heaven. Just as trials create a growing disinterest in the passing world, they also create a greater desire, for example, to be reunited with a loved one who has gone to be with the Lord. If the most beloved people in your life have entered into the presence of our precious Savior, and if you have invested your time and money in eternal things, then you won’t have much tying you to this passing world.

Beyond this life of suffering is a glorious future for the believer that makes us all the more desirous for the fulfillment of salvation. 

Thus trials give us a greater affection for that which is eternal—they help us long for the eternal city of heaven.

C. H. Spurgeon

This is what we are looking for. Our manhood is not all soul: it is body, too. And here, as yet, this poor body seems to lie outside the gate, like Lazarus, while the soul rejoices in God. But its time of glorifying is coming. The trump of the archangel shall proclaim it.

What is redemption?

· Subjects
essence

· Source

originator

· Price

expense

· Substance
reality

· Receiver
recipient

· Meaning
significance

· Consummation
completion
C. H. Spurgeon

That is what we are waiting for: “ the redemption of our body; “ and we shall not wait in vain for it, for Christ is the Saviour of our body as well as of our soul, and the day shall come when even our bodies shall be free from pain, and weakness, and weariness, and sin, and death. Happy day! we may well look forward to it with the loftiest anticipations.

C. H. Spurgeon

That is our state now; at least, it is the condition of the most of us. Some of our brethren have gone ahead so tremendously that they have passed out of the world of groaning altogether; they are perfect. I regret that they are not in heaven; it would seem to be a much more proper place for them than this imperfect earth is. But as for us, our experience leads us, in sympathy with the apostle, to say that we are groaning after something better. We have not received it yet; we have the beginnings of it, we have the earnest of it, we have the sure pledge of it; but it is not as yet our portion to enjoy; we are “waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body;” for, the soul be horn again, the body is not. “The body in dead,” says the apostle, in the tenth verse of this chapter, “because of sin; but the spirit is life because of righteousness.” 
There is a wonderful process through which this body shall yet pass, and then it shall be raised again, a glorious body, fitted for our regenerated spirit; but as yet it remains unregenerate.

C. H. Spurgeon

Our soul has been delivered from the curse. The redemption of the soul is complete, but not yet that of the body. That must suffer pain and weariness, and even descend into the tomb, but its day of manifestation shall surely come. At the appearing of our Lord from heaven, then shall the body itself be delivered, and the whole creation shall also be delivered, so we wait in a travailing condition; and we may well be content to wait, for these pangs within us and around all signify the glorious birth for which we may wait in hope.

R. C. Sproul
When God justifies us, He also adopts us as His children. There is a true sense in which God is the father of all humanity, and all men are brothers. Acts 17:29 says that all men are to be considered as the offspring of God. Sadly, because of sin, human beings don't want to be God's children and have run away from home. Being cast out of the Garden of Eden, they have already been officially disinherited, and they will experience progressively more disinheritance in this life until they experience total disinheritance in hell.

God has adopted believers as His children in Christ. Adoption concerns our honors and privileges as sons and daughters of God. We are princes and princesses. (In a sense, in union with Christ we are all princes, and as members of His bride we are all princesses.) We begin to experience this adoption as soon as we are saved. God sends His Spirit so that we recognize Him as our Father, and the Bible as His Word.

Part of being a prince for God is to suffer for Him. David suffered for many years after he was anointed to be the eventual king of Israel. As we saw earlier in this month, since David was anointed as a prince, he was a son in a messianic sense. Being a son meant that he had the privilege of fighting as a knight for God's kingdom and suffering for it. Thus, Romans 8:17-22 says that adoption leads to suffering service for the King of Kings.

Adoption, however, also implies glory. Romans 8:23 speaks of the fullness of our adoption as the redemption of our physical body. The resurrection and our glorification is going to be a glorious aspect of our adoption. To the extent that God grants us health and life and prosperity in this world, it is only a foretaste of the glorious adoption to some.

Thus, adoption has to do with dominion. Adam forfeited his dominion, in a sense, by giving the world to Satan. Jesus took it back, and God has adopted us as Children and given to us. The parables speak of the master's giving talents into the hands of his servants to work with. So it is with those who have been adopted as sons of the King.

Consider your employment or your calling. Can you see your job as a privilege, a sign of your adoption by God as His child? If you are experiencing suffering in your role as a wife, husband, mother, worker, how can you turn that suffering into encouragement? Let today's lesson help you get through the day.

C. H. Spurgeon

Of course, we do groan within ourselves. Who said. we did not? And those brethren who say they never groan, I wish they would learn better. It is one of the signs of grace and marks of a child of God that he is not perfect, and does not think he is, but groans after it, cries after it. “We groan without ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.”

For this poor body still lies in measure under a curse, still with its pains, still with its carnal appetites and fleshly tendencies to hamper and to trouble it, but this we groan after — that this flesh of ours, and the whole creation in which we dwell, shall yet have a joyous deliverance.

Perhaps Today
Perhaps today our Lord will come

To bear us to our much loved Home;

Before the evening shadows fall

May sound the longed for clarion call;

Then out of sorrow, tears and strife,

We'll rise to realms of joy and life.

Perhaps today will be the last,

And time shall be forever past,

Our light affliction will be o'er.

Then Glory! Glory! Evermore!

These days of toil and pain will cease

And faithful workers rest in peace.

Perhaps today mine eyes shall see

The Lamb of God who died for me;

Oh, nothing else will matter then, 

If unto Him I've faithful been.

Live for that day, O soul of mine,

And joy eternal shall be thine.

C.H. Spurgeon
Present possession is declared. At this present moment we have the first fruits of the Spirit. We have repentance, that gem of the first water; faith, that priceless pearl; hope, the heavenly emerald; and love, the glorious ruby. We are already made New creatures in Christ Jesus, by the effectual working of God the Holy Ghost. This is called the firstfruits because it comes first. As the wave-sheaf was the first of the harvest, so the spiritual life, and all the graces which adorn that life, are the first operations of the Spirit of God in our souls. The firstfruits were the pledge of the harvest. As soon as the Israelite had plucked the first handful of ripe ears, he looked forward with glad anticipation to the time when the grain should creak beneath the sheaves.

So, brethren, when God gives us things which are pure, lovely, and of good report, as the work of the Holy Spirit, these are to us the prognostics of the coming glory. The firstfruits were always holy to the Lord, and our new nature, with all its powers, is a consecrated thing. The new life is not ours that we should ascribe its excellence to our own merit: it is Christ's image and creation, and is ordained for His glory. But the firstfruits were not the harvest, and the works of the Spirit in us at this moment are not the consummation; the perfection is yet to come. We must not boast that we have attained, and so reckon the wave-sheaf to be all the produce of the year: we must hunger and thirst after righteousness, and pant for the day of full redemption.

Dear reader, this day open your mouth wide, and God will fill it. Let the boon in present possession excite in you a sacred avarice for more grace. Groan within yourself for higher degrees of consecration, and your Lord will grant them to you, for He is able to do exceeding abundantly above what we ask or even think.

C.H. Spurgeon 

This groaning is universal among the saints: to a greater or less extent we all feel it. It is not the groan of murmuring or complaint: it is rather the note of desire than of distress. Having received an earnest, we desire the whole of our portion; we are sighing that our entire manhood, in its Trinity of spirit, soul, and body, may be set free from the last vestige of the fall; we long to put off corruption, weakness, and dishonor, and to wrap ourselves in incorruption, in immortality, in glory, in the spiritual body which the Lord Jesus will bestow upon His people. 

We long for the manifestation of our adoption as the children of God. We groan, but it is within ourselves. It is not the hypocrite's groan, by which he would make men believe that he is a saint too hallowed for us to tell abroad. We keep our longings to our Lord alone. Then the apostle says we are waiting , by which we learn that we are not to be petulant, like Jonah or Elijah, when they said, Let me die;  nor are we to whimper and sigh for the end of life because we are tired of work, nor which to escape from our present sufferings till the will of the Lord is done. We are to groan for glorification, but we are to wait patiently for it, knowing that what the Lord appoints is best.

Waiting implies being ready. We are to stand at the door expecting the Beloved to open it and take us away to Himself. This groaning is a test. You may judge of a man by what he groans after. Some men groan after wealth; they worship Mammon; some groan continually under the troubles of life; they are merely impatient; but the man who sights after God, who is uneasy till he is made like Christ, that is the blessed man. May God help us to groan for the coming of the Lord, and the resurrection which He will bring to us.

C.H. Spurgeon 

Even in this world saints are God's children, but men cannot discover them to be so, except by certain moral characteristics. The adoption is not manifested, the children are not yet openly declared. Among the Romans a man might adopt a child, and keep it private for a long time: but there was a second adoption in public; when the child was brought before the constituted authorities its former garments were taken off, and the father who took it to be his child gave it raiment suitable to its new condition of life. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be. 

We are not yet arrayed in the apparel which befits the royal family of heaven; we are wearing in this flesh and blood just what we wore as the sons of Adam; but we know that When He shall appear who is the first-born among many brethren, we shall be like Him, we shall see Him as He is. Cannot you imagine that a child taken from the lowest ranks of society, and adopted by a Roman senator, would say to himself, I long  for the day when I shall be publicly adopted. Then I shall leave off these plebeian garments, and be robed as becomes my senatorial rank?

Happy in what he has received, for that very reason he groans to get the fullness of what is promised him. So it is with us to-day. We are waiting till be shall put on our proper garments, and shall be manifested as the children of God. We are young nobles, and have not yet worn our coronets. We are young brides, and the marriage day is not yet come, and by the love our Spouse bears us, we are led to long and sigh for the bridal morning. Our very happiness makes us groan after more; our joy, like a swollen spring, longs to well up like an Iceland geyser, leaping to the skies, and it heaves and groans within our spirit for want of space and room by which to manifest itself to men.

Illustration
There is an inscription in the dome of our Capitol in Washington which few people know about. It says: One far-off divine event toward which the whole creation moves. A visitor saw this inscription and asked the guide what it meant, he said: I think it refers to the second coming of Christ. When the dome of our Capitol was erected, some God-fearing official ordered that inscription to be etched in the dome of our seat of government, believing that its truth was vital to the concern of our nation.

C. H. Spurgeon

As yet the body is under bondage. The body is dead because of sin: hence those headaches — this palpitation of the heart — this heaviness of the clay which incases us: but by-and-bye, as the material world is to be delivered from its bondage, so shall these bodies also pass away from all the encumbrance of weakness, and disease, and death, into a better state.

8:24
For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one also hope for what he sees?  

For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has?  
For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?  

8:24-25 It is natural for children to trust their parents, even though parents sometimes fail to keep their promises. Our heavenly Father, however, never makes promises he won’t keep. Nevertheless, his plan may take more time than we expect. Rather than acting like impatient children as we wait for God’s will to unfold, we should place our confidence in God’s goodness and wisdom.

8:24-25 In Romans, Paul presents the idea that salvation is past, present, and future. It is past because we were saved the moment we believed in Jesus Christ as Savior (Romans 3:21-26; Romans 5:1-11; Romans 6:1-11, 22-23); our new life (eternal life) begins at that moment. And it is present because we are being saved; this is the process of sanctification (see the note on § Romans 6:1-8:39). But at the same time, we have not fully received all the benefits and blessings of salvation that will be ours when Christ’s new kingdom is completely established. That’s our future salvation. While we can be confident of our salvation, we still look ahead with hope and trust toward that complete change of body and personality that lies beyond this life, when we will be like Christ (1 John 3:2).

C. H. Spurgeon

Ah! brethren, if we could be all we should like to be, there would then be no room for the exercise of hope. If we had all that we are to have, then hope, which is one of the sweetest of the graces, would have no room in which to exercise herself. It is a blessed thing to have hope. Though I have heard that faith and hope are not to be found in heaven, I very much question it. I do not think they will ever die. “Now abide these three — faith, hope, and love”; for in heaven there will be room, surely, for trust in the ever blessed God that he will never cast us out from our blessedness — room for the expectation of the second advent — room for the expectation of the conquest of the world — room for the fulfilled promise of bringing all the elect to glory; still something to be hoped for; still something to be believed. Yet here is the main sphere of hope, and therefore let us give it full scope; and when other graces seem to be at a non-plus, let us still hope. I believe the New Zealand word for hope is “swimming thought,” because that will swim when everything else is drowned. Oh! happy is that man who has a hope that swims on the crest of the stormiest billow.

Timeless Insights
What do you have to look forward to in the next few minutes, the next several days, the next few years, the rest of eternity? Chances are there's some event on your calendar, some person on your heart, that keeps you looking ahead. Perhaps it's a vacation, a birthday, a reunion with a friend, or even the return of Jesus Christ. The future can be an incentive in the present. Robert Haldane discusses the motivation power of the Christian's blessed hope.

"If believers were in the full possession of their salvation, faith would no longer be the conviction of things hoped for, since things hoped for are not things enjoyed. When Romans 8:24 says that we are saved in hope, it implies that all the good we can for the present enjoy of that distant and future happiness is obtained by hoping for it. The foundation and support of Christian hope is firm and certain. First, we have the immutable promises of God, for heaven and earth shall pass away, but His word shall remain forever. God has promised heaven as the eternal inheritance of His people. Shall we doubt His fidelity? We have, second, the blood of the Son of God, with which His promise has been sealed; and Jesus' obedience even unto death, which He has rendered to His Father, for the foundation of this hope. We have, third, the intercession of our great High Priest, who also makes intercession for us. He declares, too, that our hope enters into heaven, where Jesus, our forerunner, has entered for us."

If you are a child of God, then the future is bright with hoped-for but as yet unseen promises. Here is one of the most exciting: An inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you (1 Peter 1:4). Too good to be true? Take it from Peter and Paul, God's promises are never too much to hope for!

C. H. Spurgeon

That is a grand thing. We have got the first-fruits of the Spirit to be the pledge of all the glorious harvest. The very fact that the Spirit dwells in us is the conclusive proof that our bodies shall be raised from the dead.

Meanwhile, the Spirit of God is helping us, as we groan and labor, towards the complete perfection. “The Spirit helpeth our infirmities.”

C. H. Spurgeon

What a lesson that is, and how seldom do we learn it! Oh! in this present state our main duty is, “Then do we with patience wait for it.” You want to have your cake and keep it. but you cannot eat it and keep it too. With patience wait for it. There see some fruits of the earth that are not ripe yet.

You lay them by in store, and there are many good things that God has laid by in store for his people, and he says to us, “With patience wait for it:”

Oh! but you world fain have heavenly joy on earthly ground. It would be a sorry misfit if it were so. But God keeps time and season, and there is harmony in his music. You shall have earthly sorrow on earthly ground, and you shall have heavenly bliss on the heavenly shore: but not till then.

We do with patience wait for it.

C. H. Spurgeon

This is our attitude and our condition now, — waiting for the glory which is to be revealed in us, and accepting the sorrow which is appointed to us as an introduction to the joy which is to come to us mysteriously, through it But while we are waiting, we are not without present comfort.

Hope contains the major part of our salvation within itself.

C. H. Spurgeon

That same Spirit who gave us the spirit of adoption, that same Spirit who set us longing for something higher and better, “also helpeth our infirmities;” and we have so many of them that we show them even when we are on our knees.

This is our present position,-patiently waiting for “the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ,”-patiently waiting for “the manifestation of the sons of God,” for “ it cloth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.”

8:25
But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it.  

But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  

But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.  
1Thess. 1:3 

Constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of 

hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and Father.

The Spirit's work within us is present tense salvation: We are being saved from the power of sin and becoming righteous. When Jesus returns we will be saved completely, liberated from the last vestiges of sin which cling so persistently to us.

C. H. Spurgeon

“We know that all things work together for good.” That is a wonderfully positive statement, Paul. There are certain persons, nowadays, who say that we know nothing; yet the apostles constantly say, “We know this,” and “We know that.” These people tell us that there is a great distinction between believing and knowing,— but, evidently, it is a distinction of which the inspired apostles knew nothing at all. Read the Epistles of John, and note how he continually says, “We know, we know, we know,” and how frequently he adds, “We believe,” as though believing and knowing were the same thing. 
Agnostics may declare that they know nothing, if they please; but, as for us who do know, because we believe what we are taught of God in this Book, we will speak He who has something to say has s right to say it; we know, and therefore we speak.

Mark, brethren, how the apostle speaks here; he does not say that all things shall work together for good; no, but that they do work together they are now working for your present good. This is not merely something which shall eventually turn out right; it is all right now, “We know that all things are working together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” No sooner does the apostle mention that word “purpose” than he must needs found a long discourse upon it. He was not afraid or ashamed to speak of the purposes of God. There are some preachers who say nothing about God’s purpose, or God’s decree; they seem to be afraid of it, they say it is “Calvinistic doctrine.” Why, it was here, in the Scriptures, long before Calvin was born, so what right have they to call it by his name? Listen to what the apostle has to say:

Still Waiting
Waiting! Yes, patiently waiting!

Till next steps made plain shall be;

To hear, with the inner hearing,

The Voice that will call for me.

Waiting! Yes, quietly waiting!

No need for an anxious dread; 

Shall He not assuredly guide me,

Who giveth me daily bread?

Waiting! Yes, hopefully waiting!

With hope that needn't grow dim;

The Master is pledged to guide me,

And my eyes are unto Him.

Waiting! Yes, expectantly waiting!

Perhaps it may be today,

The Master will quickly open,

The gate to my future way.

Waiting! Yes, trustfully waiting!

I know, though I've waited long,

That, while He withholds His purpose,

His waiting cannot be wrong.

Waiting! Yes, waiting. Still waiting!

The Master will not be late;

He knoweth that I am waiting,

For Him to unlatch the gate.

8:26
And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groaning too deep for words;  

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express.  
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groaning which cannot be uttered.  

Matt. 20:22 

But Jesus answered and said, "You do not know what you are asking for. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?

Eph. 6:18 

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.

8:26-27 As a believer, you are not left to your own resources to cope with problems. Even when you don’t know the right words to pray, the Holy Spirit prays with and for you, and God answers. With God helping you pray, you don’t need to be afraid to come before him. Ask the Holy Spirit to intercede for you “in accordance with God’s will.” Then, when you bring your requests to God, trust that he will always do what is best.

C. H. Spurgeon

I should have thought that it would have read, “But the Spirit itself teaches us what we should pray for.” But it does more than that. He goes beyond teaching us what we should pray for. He “maketh intercession for us, with groanings which cannot be uttered.” 
Do you know what those groanings are? I am afraid that those who never had groanings which cannot be uttered will never know anything of that glory which cannot be expressed, for that is the way to it. The groanings that cannot be uttered lead on to

unutterable joy.

Timeless Insights
When your mind is crowded with cares and concerns, prayer may seem life a futile endeavor. That's when you need to turn to your prayer Prompter, whom God has provided to help you pray when words just can’t come. A.B. Simpson examines the role of this wordless Intercessor.

"In the consecrated believer the Holy Spirit is preeminently a Spirit of prayer. If our whole being is committed to Him and our thoughts are at His bidding, He will occupy every moment in communion. We shall bring everything to Him as it comes, and pray it out in our spiritual consciousness before we act it out in our lives. We shall, therefore, find ourselves taking up the burdens of life and praying them out in a wordless prayer which we ourselves often cannot understand. Prayer is simply the unfolding of His though and will within us and will be followed by the unfolding of His providence concerning us. Want of faithfulness and obedience to the faintest whisper of His will often hinder some blessing which He meant for us. For after a while we may get so dull and negligent that He will not be able to trust us with His whispers, and we shall thus stumble on in the darkness and miss His highest thoughts. Father, surely one of Satan's most effective schemes is causing me to use busyness as an excuse for prayerlessness. Thank You that, even when confusion reigns and words won't come, Your Holy Spirit is there, communicating my human hurts in syllables only You can understand. Though I cannot always speak my mind, thank You that You always hear my heart. I guess that's part of what being Your child is all about. In the name of Him who taught me to pray. Amen."

C. H. Spurgeon

Especially our infirmities in prayer. I think that if anywhere our infirmities come out, it is in prayer: even the strongest are, on their knees, comparatively weak. How few there are among us that prevail with God. as Elias did! We ought to do so. We need, none of us, stop short of the fullest stature of a man in Christ Jesus. and a man of full stature in Christ would surely carry the keys of heaven’s treasury at his girdle. He would have but to ask, and to receive — to seek and to find. May the Spirit help our infirmities.

Open Windows
Paul reveals this blessing that the Holy Spirit brings to believers: The Spirit helps our infirmities. But there is more: when we do not know what we should pray for, the Spirit intercedes for us. In this world, Christians may never be free of difficulty, but they have the help of the Holy Spirit. Facing many desperate needs, we may not know which prayer to bring before God. The best among us may fail at this point. But the Spirit is a partner with us in our prayers. For prayer is the breath of God in man, returning whence it come as a part of the deep silent work of the Spirit of God within us.

The unuttered longings are sure to be answered, for He that searches the heart knows the meaning of the Spirit's unspoken prayers. Here is the secret of the strength and endurance of the Christian, a secret that the world does not know; if our prayers are weak, they are heard not from our weakness, but in the strength of the Spirit.

Let us be thankful that we pray to a God

Who can discern the 
prayer within the prayer.

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh, how many these are! Want of memory, want of faith, want of earnestness, ignorance, pride, deadness, coldness of heart, — these are some of our infirmities; but, thank God, we have the omnipotent Spirit of God to help us.

Our Prayer Partner

We do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us. --Romans 8:26

My son Brian had been struggling for several hours to repair the plumbing in his bathroom. No matter what he tried, nothing seemed to work. His 4-year old son J.D. had been watching his dad, wanting to help but not knowing what to do. Brian was about to make one more try, but before doing so he looked up at J.D. and said, "Please pray."

The boy didn't know what to say, so he began with his usual nighttime requests: "Dear God, bless Dad, bless Mom, bless Sarah, bless Julia. Amen." Brian tried once more to fix the problem—and this time he succeeded.

Often we feel like J.D., not knowing what words to say. But we still come to God with our need because our confidence lies not in ourselves nor in our intercession, but in the Holy Spirit. He hears and knows our hearts, but He also hears and knows the heart of God the Father. George MacDonald wrote, "Father, . . . look deep, yet deeper, in my heart, and there, beyond what I know, read Thou the prayer."

God's Spirit takes our inadequate prayers, breathes into them the Father's will, and turns them into meaningful requests (Romans 8:26). Although we may not get what we thought we wanted, we will receive God's best, for our Prayer Partner knows our deepest needs.  
God hears more than words:

He listens to the heart.

Billy Graham 

This kind of prayer can span oceans, cross burning deserts, leap over mountains, and penetrate jungles to carry the healing, helping power of the gospel to the objects of our prayer. This kind of mourning, this quality of concern, is produced by the presence of God's Spirit in our lives. That the Spirit itself maketh intercession indicates that it is actually God pleading, praying, and mourning through us. Thus we become co-laborers with God, actual partners with Him: our lives are lifted from the low plane of selfishness to the high plane of creativeness with God.

John Knox spent much time in prayer, and the Church in Scotland expanded into new life. John Wesley prayed long and often, and the Methodist movement was born. Martin Luther prayed earnestly, and the Reformation was under way. God desires that we Christians be concerned and burdened for a lost world. If we pray this kind of prayer, an are of peace may come to the world and hordes of wickedness may be turned back. As soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.

How much do you pray? If someone were to examine your prayer life, would he find that you are more excited about watching football or visiting a friend than talking to God?

C. H. Spurgeon

You must, I am sure, as children of God, often have felt that Spirit within you groaning in prayer what you could not express. How often have you risen from your knees feeling the utter inadequacy of words to express the

desires of your heart! And you have felt that you had larger desires than you have been able to interpret. There have been mighty pangs within you telling of the presence of this wrestling spirit.

C. H. Spurgeon

But down here a groan is sometimes the fittest wheel for the chariot of progress. We sigh, and cry, and groan, to grow out of ourselves, and to grow more like our Lord, and so to become more fit for the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Golden Thought
It is a mark of wondrous condescension that God would not only answer our prayers when they are made, but should make our prayers for us. That the king should say to the petitioner, Bring your case before me, and I will grant your desire, is kindness. But for him to say, I will be your secretary. I will write out your petition for you. I will put it into proper words so that your petition shall be framed acceptably, this is goodness at its utmost stretch. But this is precisely what the Holy Ghost does for us poor, ignorant, wavering, weak men. Jesus in his agony was strengthened by an angel; you are to be helped by God himself. Aaron and Hur held up the hands of Moses, but the Holy Ghost himself helps your infirmities.

Oswald Chambers
To ask how we are to get our prayers answered is a different point of view from the New Testament. According to the New Testament, prayer is God's answer to our poverty, not a power we exercise to obtain an answer. We have the idea that prayer is only an exercise of the spiritual life. Pray without ceasing. We read that the disciples said to our Lord, Lord, teach us to pray. The disciples were good men and well-versed in Jewish praying, yet when they came in contact with Jesus Christ, instead of realizing they could pray well, they came to the conclusion they did not know how to pray at all, and our Lord instructed them in the initial stages of prayer. Most of us can probably remember a time when we were religious, before we were born again of the Spirit of God, when we would pray fairly well; but after we were born again we became conscious of what Paul mentions here, our utter infirmity, I do not know how to pray. We become conscious not only of the power God has given us by His Spirit, but of our own utter infirmity. We hinder our life of devotion when we lose the distinction in thinking between these two. Reliance on the Holy Spirit for prayer is what Paul is bringing out in this verse. It is an unrealized point, we state it glibly enough, but Paul touches the thing we need to remember; he uncovers the truth of our infirmity. The whole source of our strength is receiving, recognizing, and relying on the Holy Spirit.

C. H. Spurgeon

See what little worlds we are. Microcosms, — to use a harder word; for as there are groanings and travailings in the whole creation, so are there such in the little world of our own heart. Only nature’s travail is but natural; but our travail is supernatural. It is the Spirit himself groaning within chosen breasts with groanings that cannot be uttered.

Power of Prayer:

Conditions:


The Will of God


The Name of Jesus


The Ministry of the Holy Spirit

Hindrances:


Selfishness


Secret Sin


Unbelief


Formality


Unforgiving spirit


Impatience

C. H. Spurgeon

Groanings, then, are prayers, are, and prayers which the Spirit of God most certainly hears. And those desires which altogether exhaust language, or which cannot be put into language by reason of the exhaustion of our sorrow, these are nevertheless heard of God, for the Spirit of God is in them.

A.W. Tozer 

Probably none of us really know as much about prayer as we should but as students of the Word of God we may agree that only the Spirit can pray effectively. he idea has been expressed that wrestling in prayer is always a good thing, but that is by no means true. Extreme religious exercises may be undergone with no higher motive than to get our own way! The spiritual quality of a prayer is determined not by its intensity but by its origin. In evaluating prayer we should inquire who is doing the praying; our determined hearts, or the Holy Spirit? If the prayer originates with the Spirit, then the wrestling can be beautiful and wondrous; but if we are the victims of our own overheated desires, our praying can be as carnal as any other act.

Consider Jacob's wrestling: a man wrestled with him till daybreak. But when Jacob had been beaten upon, he cried, I will not let you go unless you bless me! That wrestling was of divine origin, and the blessed results are known to every Bible student!

The sufferings of the dumb animals, under the brutal tyranny of man; in hard service; in the torture chambers of vivisectionists; to yield pleasure; to give food; or to provide dress, must fill the ear of Heaven with groans. The sighs of myriads of acres, condemned to bear the poisonous poppy or the barley for the manufacture of spirit, must be heard across the broad expanse of space. There is a discord, an oppression, a vanity in the universe around us, which constantly betrays the secret oppression of evil. Goethe said that Nature seemed to him to be like a captive maiden crying aloud for release.

The Saints Groan


We wait for our adoption, for the manifestation of our sonship, for the redemption of our bodies from the last remnants of the fall; and as we wait, we groan beneath the pressure of the present, the weight of mortality, and with eager desire for the blessed advent of the Lord.

C. H. Spurgeon

Our weaknesses, our insufficiencies, our inabilities: the Spirit of God comes in to be a helper to the children of God.

We do not know our own infirmities. Perhaps we think that we are strong, where we are exceedingly weak. The Spirit of God spies out the infirmities, and puts the help where the strength is required. “We know not what we should pray for as we ought.”

Those great things in prayer that we cannot ask for, which can never be expressed in human language, the Holy Ghost translates into groans, and so we are made to groan when we cannot speak; and those groanings bring us blessings which words cannot compass. Have you been into your prayer-chamber lately, pleading with God, and have you felt as if you could not pray? We often pray best when we think that we are praying worst.

When there is the most anguish, and sighing, and crying in prayer, there is most of the very essence of prayer.

The Spirit Groans

The pressure of sin and sorrow in our world is heavy for Him to bear, and He sighs bitterly, as Jesus did when He stood face to face with the grave of his dead friend. But these groans portend life, not death. They are full of hope, not despair. They are the pangs of birth, not the throes of death. Out of the agony of the present the new heavens and earth are being born.

C. H. Spurgeon

These groanings are too deep, too full of meaning to be expressed in words. There are some things the Christian wants for which he cannot ask; perhaps he does not even know what it is that he wants. There is a vacuum in his heart, but he does not know what would fill it. There is a hunger in his spirit, but he knows not what the bread is, nor where the bread is, that can satisfy his wants. But the Holy Ghost can articulate these unuttered groans, and the deepest needs of our soul can thus be brought before God by his own Spirit. You, then, who find it difficult to pray, do not give up praying. 
The devil tells you that such poor prayers as yours are can never reach the ear of God. Do not believe him. The Spirit helps your infirmities: and when he helps you, you shall, you must prevail.

Oswald Chambers
We realize that we are energized by the Holy Spirit for prayer; we know what it is to pray in the Spirit; but we do not so often realize that the Holy Spirit Himself prays in us prayers which we cannot utter. When we are born again of God and are indwelt by the Spirit of God, He expresses for us the unutterable. He, the Spirit in you, maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God, and God searches your heart not to know what your conscious prayers are, but to find out what is the prayer of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God needs the nature of the believer as a shrine in which to offer His intercession. Your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost. When Jesus Christ cleansed the temple, He would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple. The Spirit of God will not allow you to use your body for your own convenience. Jesus ruthlessly cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and said; My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.

Have we recognized that our body is the temple of the Holy Ghost? If so, we must be careful  to keep it undefiled for Him. We have to remember that our conscious life, though it is only a tiny bit of our personality, is to be regarded by us as a shrine of the Holy Ghost. He will look after the unconscious part that we know nothing of; but we must see that we guard the conscious part for which we are responsible.

Illustration
In 1517 there was a great riot in London, in which houses were sacked and a general insurrection reigned; guns in the tower were thundering against the insurgents and armed bands were assailing them on every side. Three hundred were arrested, tried and hanged; five hundred were cast into prison, and were to be tried before the king, Henry VIII. As he sat in state on the throne, the door opened, and in they came, every man with a rope about his neck. Before sentence could be passed on them, three queens entered, Catherine of Aragon, wife of the king; Margaret of Scotland, sister of the king, and Mary of France. They approached the throne, knelt at the feet of his majesty and there remained pleading until the king forgave the five hundred trembling men. But there is a better intercession than that going on for you and for me at this moment.

Pleading Spirit:
· The Spirit is needed.

· The Spirit helps our infirmities.

· The Spirit makes intercession for the saints.

· The Spirit makes intercession with groanings.

· The Spirit makes intercession according to the will of God.

· The Spirit of hearts knows what is the mind of Christ.

Oswald Chambers
An abiding way of maintaining our relation to reality is intercession. Intercession means that I strive earnestly to have my human soul moved by the attitude of my Lord to the particular person I am praying for. That is where our work lies, and we shirk it by becoming active workers; we do the things that can be tabulated and scheduled, and we won't do the one thing that has no snares. Intercession keeps the relationship to God completely open. You cannot intercede if you do not believe in the reality of redemption, you will turn intercession into futile sympathy with human beings which only increases their submissive content to being out of touch with God. Intercession means getting the mind of Christ about the one for whom we pray, that is what Paul meant by fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ; and that is why there are so few intercessors. Be careful not to enmesh yourself in more difficulties than God has engineered for you to know; if you know too much, more than God has engineered, you cannot pray, the condition of the people is so crushing that you can't get through to reality. The true intercessor is the one who realizes Paul's meaning when he says, We do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

C. H. Spurgeon

Our weaknesses, our insufficiencies, our inabilities: the Spirit of God comes in to be a helper to the children of God.

We do not know our own infirmities. Perhaps we think that we are strong, where we are exceedingly weak. The Spirit of God spies out the infirmities, and puts the help where the strength is required. “We know not what we should pray for as we ought.”

Those great things in prayer that we cannot ask for, which can never be expressed in human language, the Holy Ghost translates into groans, and so we are made to groan when we cannot speak; and those groanings bring us blessings which words cannot compass. Have you been into your prayer-chamber lately, pleading with God, and have you felt as if you could not pray? We often pray best when we think that we are praying worst.

When there is the most anguish, and sighing, and crying in prayer, there is most of the very essence of prayer.

Our Daily Bread
At times we may find ourselves in situations where we don't know how to pray. A loved one may be suffering without relief. Or we must make a major decision. It is then that the Holy Spirit helps in our weaknesses and intercedes for us.

William Hendrikson illustrated this ministry of the Spirit by telling of a pastor who became seriously ill. The congregation dearly loved him and prayed earnestly, Lord, please restore him to death. But he died. At the funeral, a minister who had been the pastor's life long friend spoke lovingly and with insight. He said, 

Perhaps some of you are in danger of arriving at the conclusion that the heavenly Father does not hear prayer. He does indeed hear prayer. But in this case two prayers (may have been) opposing each other. You were praying, 'O God, spare his life, for we need him so badly.' The Spirit's groaning prayer was, 'Take him away, for the congregation is leaning too heavily on him, not upon Thee.'  

The Father answered the prayer that the Spirit offered on their behalf. Although the pastor's words were a gentle rebuke, they brought comfort, for they assured the people that God did respond to their prayers, but in ways far better than they could see. How wonderful that in time of confusion the Holy Spirit intercedes for us!

God's answers are often 
better than our prayers.
Illustration
The two most famous legions in the Roman army were the Tenth Legion and the Thundering Legion. The Tenth Legion was composed of Caesar's veteran shock troops. In every great emergency it was upon that Legion that he called, and it never failed him. The Thundering Legion was the name given to the Militine Legion in the days of the philosopher emperor and yet one of the worst persecutors of the Church; Marcus Aurelius.

Tertullian tells us how the legion won that name, the Thundering Legion. In AD 176 the army of the emperor was engaged in a campaign against the Germans. In their march the Romans found themselves encircled by precipitous savage enemies. In addition to this danger the army was tormented by thirst because of the drought. It was then that the commander of the Praetorian Guard informed the emperor that the Militine Legion was made up of Christians, and that they believed in the power of prayer.

Let them pray, then, said the emperor. The soldiers of the Legion then bowed on the ground and earnestly besought God in the name of Christ to deliver the Roman army. They had scarcely risen from their knees when a great thunderstorm arose, accompanied by hail. The storm drove the barbarians out of their strongholds; and descending from the mountains, they entreated the Romans for mercy. His army delivered from death by the drought, the emperor decreed that this legion should be thereafter called the Thundering Legion. He also abated somewhat his persecution of the Christians.

OPEN IT
01. What type of sacrifices do people commonly make for the sake of a future reward?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02. What makes it hard for some people to ___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

EXPLORE IT
03. How did Paul describe the difference between his present and his future? (8:18)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04. What is the world waiting to see? (8:19)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05. For what reason has the world been forced to wait? (8:20-21)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06. To what human experience did Paul compare his waiting? (8:22-23)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07. For what are the children of God waiting? (8:23)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08. What is and is not genuine hope? (8:24-25)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09. What causes us to wait patiently? (8:25)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10. How does the Spirit help us in our weakness? (8:26)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11. For whom does the Spirit intercede? (8:27)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12. What is the relationship between God and the Spirit? (8:27)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

GET IT
13. What are some of the sufferings a Christian can experience?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14. What does God promise to us that can make any suffering bearable?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15. How does suffering affect our relationship with God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16. What hinders us from being what God intends us to be?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17. In what ways do Christians live in glorious freedom?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18. What frustrations do Christians feel as they wait for Christ to return?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19. What counsel would you give a Christian who has grown weary of waiting for Christ's return?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20. What is real hope?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21. In what circumstances do Christians find it hard to pray?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22. What do we learn about God's love for us when we realize that the Holy Spirit helps us even when we cannot pray?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

APPLY IT
23. In what circumstances of your life do you need to wait patiently for God to act?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24. For what can you ask the Spirit's help this week?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

8:27
and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He `intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.  
And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.  

C. H. Spurgeon

When we ourselves hardly know the mind of the Spirit, he that searches all hearts knows it. When we feel as if we could net pray, yet the Spirit of God makes intercession in us, and the great Father reads the purport of the

intercessions, and blesses us, not according to our knowledge of our own prayer, but according to his knowledge of what the Spirit means by those prayers. Have you never noticed that holy men of old sometimes spoke much greater things than they thought they should, for the Spirit of God in them spoke by them more than they themselves understood; and I believe that it is so in prayer. 
Oh! oftentimes the groaning, wrestling believer may have no inkling of the full purport of his own prayer, but he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

C. H. Spurgeon

That is the whole process of prayer. The Spirit of God knows the will of the Father, and he comes and writes it on our hearts. A true prayer is the revelation of the Spirit of God to our heart, making us desire what God has appointed to give to us. Hence the success of prayer is no difficulty to the predestination. Some foolishly say, “If God has ordained everything, what is the use of praying?” If God had not ordained everything, there would be no use in praying; but prayer is the shadow of the coming mercy which falls across the spirit, and we become in prayer in some degree gifted like the seers of old. The spirit of prophecy is upon the man who knows how to pray; the Spirit of God has moved him to ask for what God is about to give

C. H. Spurgeon

When you do not know your own mind, God knows the mind of the Spirit, and that is the very essence of prayer. He “knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit,” —

Whatever the spirit of God prompts us to pray for, is according to the mind of God, for it is not possible that the Holy Spirit should ever be otherwise than in perfect accord with the Divine Father. The eternal degrees, if we could read them, would convey to us the same truth as the impulses of the Spirit in our heart. And this is the true exploration of prayer, — that what God intends to do, his spirit leads his people to ask him to do; and thus there is no conflict between the eternal predestination of God and the earnest entreaties of his people. They are, in fact, the outcome of that very predestination.

C. H. Spurgeon

This explains what to many is the mystery of prayer. The Holy Spirit, being himself God, knows the secret purposes of the divine will, and therefore moves the saints to pray in accordance with that will, and makes their supplications effectual through his own prevailing intercession.

C. H. Spurgeon

It cannot be supposed that the Father does not know what is the mind of the Spirit, since they are one God, and, moreover, inasmuch as the Spirit of God never intercedes for anything which is not according to God’s will, we are sure that our heavenly Father will grant every Spirit-indicted prayer.

Illustration

In our country we do not realize the intimacy of a shepherd with his flock as they do in Syria and in parts of Southern Europe. It was my daily delight every day for many weeks and a dozen times a day, to watch a shepherd who had this almost incredibly close communion with his flock. Many times have I accompanied him through the green pastures and by the stream. If my shepherd wished to lead his sheep from one pasture to another, he went before them, and he was usually singing.

He led them with a song or with a sweet, low, wooing whistle like the call of a bird, and the sheep raised their heads from the herbage, looked at their guardian and guide, and followed on. I have heard his song and his low-bird-call by the watercourse, and have seen the sheep follow his course over the rocky boulders refreshed. At noon he would sit down in a place of shadows, and all his flock crowded around him for rest. At night, when the darkness was falling, he gathered them into the fold.

We must realize an intimacy like this if we wish to understand the shepherd imagery of the Old Book. The communion is so intimate that the shepherd knows if one of his sheep is missing.

C. H. Spurgeon

That is, when the mind lies still, and God the Holy Spirit writes his will upon it, and also writes God’s will. Hence such prayers are sure to be effectual, for they are but the shadow of God’s secret purpose falling upon the soul as a kind of prelude to the coming fulfillment of that purpose.

Saints’ prayers are prophets of God’s mercies. We are sure of it; we have no doubt whatever; we know it by experience, as well as by revelation.

C. H. Spurgeon

That is the philosophy of prayer. Whatever God’s will is, the Spirit of God writes it on the hearts of praying saints, and they pray for the very thing which God intends to gave. As the barometer often foretells the weather that is coming, so the spirit of prayer in the Christian is the barometer which indicates when showers of blessing are coming. It is well with us when we can pray. If we cannot do anything else, if we feel that we can pray, times are not so bad with ,us as we might think.

The Spirit knows what we want. God knows: what the Spirit is asking for; and so our prayer makes the complete round, and God sends us the blessing.

8:28
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.  

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  
And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  

Rom. 8:32 

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?

Rom. 8:30 

And whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Eph. 1:11 

Also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all thing after the counsel of His will.

8:28 God works in “all things”—not just isolated incidents—for our good. This does not mean that all that happens to us is good. Evil is prevalent in our fallen world, but God is able to turn every circumstance around for our long-range good. Note that God is not working to make us happy, but to fulfill his purpose. Note also that this promise is not for everybody. It can be claimed only by those who love God and are called according to his purpose. Those who are “called” are those the Holy Spirit convinces and enables to receive Christ. Such people have a new perspective, a new mind-set on life. They trust in God, not life’s treasures; they look for their security in heaven, not on earth; they learn to accept, not resent, pain and persecution because God is with them.

A Good Miss

We know that all things work together for good to those who love God. --Romans 8:28

I was watching with interest a game in which my grandson Peter was playing. It was his second year of playing T-ball, which introduces 6-year-olds to baseball. In this game the ball is placed on a rubber post that sits on home-plate. A baseball rests on top of the batting tee just waiting to be slugged. The youngsters swing with all their might, hoping to hit a home run, but often they miss the ball completely.

This had just happened to my grandson, and he appeared to be very upset with himself. The coach wanted to encourage him, so he shouted, "That was a good miss, Peter!" My grandson had missed, and yet the coach called it "good."

This reminds me of our failures as believers in Christ. God never calls our sin good, yet He doesn't treat failure as final. By His grace, He can bring good out of our greatest defeat. In Romans 8:28 we read that God is working all things together for the good of those who love Him. What a hopeful mystery!

If you love God and want to please Him, don't give up or get down on yourself. Ask Him for forgiveness and for strength to overcome your weaknesses. Trust Him. Let Him bring "good" out of your miss.   

Failure is never final for those

who begin again with God.

The Called of God

The New Testament epistles use the terms called and calling in reference to the sovereign, regenerating work of God in a believer’s heart that brings him to new life in Christ. All the called of God are chosen and redeemed by Him and are ultimately glorified. He has securely predestined them to be His children and to be conformed to the image of His Son.

Although human faith is essential if we are to be among the called, it is even more essential that God initiate our calling to salvation. God’s choice not only precedes man’s choice but makes man’s choice possible and effective. “‘No one can come to Me [Christ] unless it has been granted to him by My Father’” (John 6:65).

Primarily, God’s call to the redeemed is once and for all. But secondarily, it continues until the Christian is finally glorified. That ought to thrill us and motivate us to emulate Paul’s resolve to “press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).

God’s Providence

God regularly and consistently takes all that He allows to happen to Christians, even what seems to them to be the worst things, and turns those events ultimately into blessings. That is divine providence at work.

No matter what your situation—happy, prosperous, and easy; or sad, painful, and difficult—through it all, God works to do what is ultimately best and most blessed for you.

In His providence, the Lord uses “all things,” circumstances that are evil and harmful as well as those that are good and helpful, to mold you into the kind of person He wants you to be. When you struggle with life, just remember what God promised the apostle Paul, “‘My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Cor. 12:9). That pledge is for you as well.

C. H. Spurgeon

This is not a matter of opinion. This is scarcely a matter of faith. “We know.” We are sure of it. We have proved it.

They all work. They work in harmony. They work for one purpose. That purpose is for good.

That is their private character, which God knows, and which he reveals to them in course of time.

Now we are getting upon a dear old passage which reads like music. There is no eloquence in the world that ever touches the eloquence of the Apostle here.

That is their secret character, and the reason why they love God at all.

He Can Be Trusted

We know that all things work together for good to those who love God. --Romans 8:28

When quoting Romans 8:28, we often begin with the words, "All things work together for good." But the verse really begins like this: "We know that all things work together for good to those who love God." Our knowing comes by faith. By faith we are confident that God will never disappoint us.

I read a story about a shipwreck. When the sole survivor reached a small, uninhabited island, he prayed for God to rescue him, but help didn't come. Eventually he built a hut out of driftwood for protection from the elements. One day he returned from scavenging for food and found his hut in flames, the smoke rising into the sky. Angrily he cried, "God, how could You do this to me?" The next morning he was awakened by rescuers. "How did you know I was here?" he asked. "We saw your smoke signal," they replied.

Pastor Lud Golz wrote, "Sometimes God's love almost seems like hatred because of the difficulties He allows to come our way. The final result, however, always confirms its true nature."

The next time it seems as if your last hope has gone up in smoke, remember what "we know" to be true (Romans 8:28). When God says that all things work together for good to those who love Him, He means all things!  
God may test our faith

so we may trust His faithfulness.

R.C. Sproul
The subject of predestination occupies the thoughts of the apostle Paul in Romans 8-11. We shall settle down and consider this awesome subject. 

John Calvin and the other Protestant Reformers emphasized that the doctrine of predestination is often misunderstood and needs to be handled with special care. Often people react against the notion of God's predestination, and we don't get an opportunity to handle the subject at all, carefully or not. When we do deal with it, we should be careful to respect the limits of human knowledge and ability.

We must say that God predestines and controls all things; otherwise, we are not talking about a creator God at all. To create the universe, God created time and created every event in time. This is something we will never understand, because we would have to be God in order to understand it. We must affirm the truth of it, however, or else we will have to say that there are some things that are outside of God's plan and control. If such things really exist, then God is not God, and we cannot trust His promises. After all, one of those things outside of His control might wreck His best intentions. A God who does not create all things and predestine all events is nothing more than Zeus.

The Bible tells us that God's sovereignty undergirds our salvation and our freedom. He works all things together for our good, and He must be completely sovereign in order to do this. Not all things are good, in the sense that they reflect God's original good intention for the world' but all things work together for good under God's guidance. Even our sins, which bring God's judgments, are woven into His amazing plan. In order for God to do this, He must be all powerful, and He must be sovereign over all events in history.

This should not cause us to cringe in fear. God's sovereignty is for us. He is controlling all things for our good. He is working all things together not simply for His own purposes, but for the good of those He has called into His kingdom.

Still In The Book

We know that all things work together for good to those who love God. --Romans 8:28

When Pastor Mark Tromp was wheeled into the operating room, he said to his family, "Remember, Romans 8:28 is still in the Book."

Earlier that day, Mark had been removing ice from the church roof when a huge chunk broke off and crushed his foot. Because of the extent of his injuries, the doctors decided to amputate his leg below the knee.

After he was released from the hospital, Mark came to church the next Sunday in a wheelchair and greeted the congregation. On the second Sunday, though, he woke up feeling faint and short of breath. He told his son that he saw an open door and he was going through it. Then, while being held in his son's arms, Mark died of a pulmonary embolism. The destructive work that a chunk of ice had started, a blood clot in his lung finished. Instead of entering the presence of his congregation that Sunday morning, Mark entered the presence of his Savior.

Mark's father, Woody Tromp, has often repeated his son's statement, "Remember, Romans 8:28 is still in the Book." In many situations throughout his life, Woody has seen God turn bad events into opportunities for blessings. He continues to believe God's Word—even after one of life's most crushing blows.  
Faith in Christ enables us to live above our circumstances, not under them!

C. H. Spurgeon

“All things.” That is a very comprehensive expression, is it not? It includes your present trouble, your aching head, your heavy heart: “all things.” “All things work.” There is nothing idle in God’s domain. “All things work together.” There is no discord in the providence of God. The strangest ingredients go to make up the one matchless medicine for all our maladies.

“All things work together for good” — for lasting and eternal good, — “to them that love God,” that is their outward character, “All things.” That is a very comprehensive expression, is it not? It includes your present trouble, your aching head, your heavy heart: “all things.” “All things work.” There is nothing idle in God’s domain. “All things work together.” There is no discord in the providence of God. The strangest ingredients go to make up the one matchless medicine for all our maladies.
“All things work together for good” — for lasting and eternal good, — “to them that love God,” that is their outward character,
All-Sufficient Promise:
To Whom it was given:


To the Loving Ones


To the Called Ones

C. H. Spurgeon

Paul, like John, was no Agnostic; he did not even say, “ We think, we imagine, we suppose.” No; “ we know “-

We must not stop there, otherwise the statement will not be true, for all do not work together for good to all men, but only-

How are we to know who they are who are the called according to God’s eternal purpose? The previous clause informs us, for both relate to the same individuals; “ them that love God” are “ them who are the saved according to his purpose.” We cannot peer into the pages of the Lamb’s book of life, yet we can tell by this simple test whether our names are recorded there,-do we truly love the Lord? If so, all things are working for our present and eternal good,-all things visible and invisible, all things friendly and unfriendly, all things in providence and grace.

The Nature of it:


Great


(substantial, fabulous, radical)

Active


(moving, working, incessant)


Harmonious


(stable, steady, quiet, tranquil)


Precious


(term of endearment, angel, dear)


Sure


(resolute, determined, persevering)

Good Out Of Evil

We know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. —Romans 8:28

The events of life can challenge our trust in the Scriptures. Romans 8:28 teaches that God can bring good out of "all things." But in August 2004 "all things" seemed hard to fathom. Some longtime friends of mine contacted me and others asking prayer for their son and his fiancée who were missing. It was so out of character for Jason and Lindsay that we feared the worst. Several days later, their murdered bodies were found, just 2 weeks before their wedding.

In those troubling days, "all things" seemed incapable of including such a senseless act. Yet the victims' families were amazing in their resolve to trust Jesus Christ, reaffirming their confidence that God would graciously bring good out of great evil.

In the following months, incredible stories began to roll in. Through letters, e-mail, and phone calls, we heard of people who had seen the families' example in the media coverage and had come to Christ. Eternal destinies had been changed and lives had been won through the testimonies of Jason and Lindsay and their families.

Nothing could ever justify those murders or replace precious lives cut short. But we are drawn again to hope, for we see God's ability to bring good out of evil. 
God can turn tragedy into triumph.

C. H. Spurgeon

These great truths must never be separated. Any one of these things before true of us, it is most certain that the rest are also true. 
Now, my dear brother, you cannot read God’s foreknowledge, neither can you enter into the secrets of predestination; but you can tell whether you are called, or not; you can know whether you are justified by faith, or not; and if you get hold of those links, you have got a grip of that endless chain which is firmly fastened to the granite rook of eternity past, and which is also fastened to the rook of the glorious eternity which is yet to be revealed.

Our Daily Bread
A man in China raised horses for a living. When one of his prized stallions ran away, his friends gathered at his home to mourn his great loss. After they had expressed their concern, the man raised this question: How do I know whether what happened is bad or good? A couple days later the runaway horse returned with several strays following close behind. The same acquaintances again came to his house, this time to celebrate his good fortune. But how do I know whether it's good or bad? the old gentleman asked them. That very afternoon the horse kicked the owner's son and broke the young man's leg. Once more the crown assembled, now to express their sorrow over the incident. But how do I know if this is bad or good? the father asked again. A few days later, war broke out. The man's son was exempted from military service because of his broken leg. Again the friends gathered.

From our limited human perspective, we cannot know with certainty how to interpret life's experiences. For the trusting child of God, however, it's altogether different. We can be assured that God is working for our benefit through everything that happens. We do not need to ask, as did the old Chinese gentleman, How do I know whether it's good or bad? According to Romans 8:28, we know that it's always for the good.

What the unbeliever calls good luck

the believer knows to be God's love.

C. H. Spurgeon

I do not like to hear this text quoted, as I often do, only in part — only half of it. “All things work together for good,” say people. 
“Oh! yes; somehow or other, good will come of it.” It does not say so here. It says, “All things work together for good to them that love God; to them that are the called according to iris purpose.” A special purpose and object of God for a special people. And if you do not belong to this people, things are not working together for your good. No; but you may find that they will work together for your banishment from life and from the presence of God. Take your heed to this. 
The stars in their courses fight against you, if you fight against God; and the very earth groans and complains of bearing up your weight if you are a rebel against the Most High. You must, first of all, be reconciled so as to love God, and the eternal purpose must be wrought in you by your effectual calling from out of the world, or else you must not dare to intrude into the holy sanctuary of my text. “We know that all things work together for good to them that love God.” Of course, they do, for God loves them. “To them that are the called according to his purpose.” Of course, they do, for that purpose which called them is not consistent with anything, but a purpose of infinite love to them. The great eternal purpose encompasses all things that happen, and bends all to the grand object of the

good of the called ones.

I do not like to hear this text quoted, as I often do, only in part — only half of it. “All things work together for good,” say people. “Oh! yes; somehow or other, good will come of it.” It does not say so here. It says, “All things work together for good to them that love God; to them that are the called according to iris purpose.” A special purpose and object of God for a special people. And if you do not belong to this people, things are not working together for your good. No; but you may find that they will work together for your banishment from life and from the presence of God. Take your heed to this. The stars in their courses fight against you, if you fight against God; and the very earth groans and complains of bearing up your weight if you are a rebel against the Most High. You must, first of all, be reconciled so as to love God, and the eternal purpose must be wrought in you by your effectual calling from out of the world, or else you must not dare to intrude into the holy sanctuary of my text. “We know that all things work together for good to them that love God.” Of course, they do, for God  loves them. “To them that are the called according to his purpose.” Of course, they do, for that purpose which called them is not consistent with anything, but a purpose of infinite love to them. The great eternal purpose encompasses all things that happen, and bends all to the grand object of the good of the called ones.

Illustration
All afternoon a little boy tried to put together his birthday gift from his father, a picture puzzle. Some of the pieces were bright, some dark; some seemed to go together, others seemed to fit nowhere. Finally, frustrated and exhausted and with nothing to show for his efforts, the boy gathered the pieces, put them in the box, and gave it to his dad. I can't do it, he explained. You try it. To his amazement, his father assembled the entire puzzle in a few minutes. You see, he said, I knew what the picture was like all the time. I saw the picture in the puzzle, but you saw only the pieces.

Paul tells us here that God causes all things to work together for good those all things are the pieces. He then tells us how they work together for the good; according to God's purpose. This is the picture. Are you perplexed and frustrated over this event or that happening in your life? Do not take the situation out of God's hand and try to work it into your own design. God made the picture your life is composed of, and he will complete it; if you will let Him.

C. H. Spurgeon

Not yet “all mankind,” but these who “love God.”

For they would never have loved God if he had not called them to it, and had not purposed to call them.

Oswald Chambers
To talk about intercession for another soul being the means of doing what the Bible says, the effective fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much sounds utterly ridiculous until we get the basal thinking revealed through the atonement and the indwelling Holy Spirit; then it is an amazing revelation of the marvelous love and condescension of God that in Christ Jesus and by the reception of the Holy Spirit He can take us, sin-broken, sin-diseased, wrong creatures, and remake us entirely until we are really the ones in whom the Holy Spirit intercedes as we do our part. Are we making it easy for the Holy Spirit to work out God's will in us, or are we continually putting Him on one side by the empty requests of our natural hearts. Christians though we be? Are we learning to bring our selves into such obedience that our every thought and argument is brought into captivity to the Lord Jesus Christ and is the Holy Spirit having an easy way through us more and more? Remember, your intercessions can never be mine, and my intercessions can never be yours, but the Holy Spirit makes intercession in our particular editions, without which intercession someone will be impoverished. Let us remember the depth and height and solemnity of our calling as saints.

C. H. Spurgeon

Almost everything in this world looks to us to be in confusion, but to God’s eye all is in order. One wave dashes this way, and another that, but they are all working together, and they are all working with one great purpose too. Say not, Christian, “All these things are against me.” Ah, poor soul! this is the verdict of your unbelief, but you will know better than that one of these days. 
All things are working for you, and not one of them is working against you; therefore, be not dismayed. They are all working together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to his purpose.

Illustration
An old man once dreamed unhappily about his past. He saw before him a long list of things in his life which were wrong, and for which he was sorry and ashamed. In his dream he was about to seize a sponge and rub these things out of his biography, when to his amazement, he discovered that wherever there were deeds of gold shining through the story of his life they had been wrought there by regret and sorrow over past transgression, and that if he wiped out those wrong acts he would at the same time destroy whatever of nobleness or beauty there was in his character. Thus it is that even our sins and follies, repented of, can be made stones in the walls of a godly life.

C. H. Spurgeon

We know this, for we have proved it in our own experience. “All things work.” There is nothing inactive in the providence of God. 
“All things work together.” There is a unity in providence. God sets one thing over against another. Blessed be the name of God, all things work together for good. The purpose of God to his people is good, and only good; and though this or that might be injurious, yet, all put together, they work for good to them that love God. Come, my soul, dost thou love God? Canst thou say to-night, “Thou knowest all things. Thou knowest that I love thee”? All things work together for thy good. Not only shall they work, but they are working, they work now, for thy good. And learn another sweet lesson. Thou art one of those whom God calls, according to the sweet purpose of his electing love, for so it stands: they that love God are the same as those who are called according to his purpose. If thou lovest God, God loves thee. 
Thy love to God, poor and faint though it be, is the assured token that he loves thee with an everlasting love, and, therefore, with bands of loving-kindness has he drawn thee.

Oswald Chambers
Do you remember how Paul never wearied of saying, Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit? Recall what Jesus Christ said about the historic temple which is the symbol of the body; He ruthlessly turned out those that sold and bought in the temple, and said, It is written, 'My house is a house of prayer'; but you have made it a 'den of thieves.'  Let us apply that to ourselves. We have to remember that our conscious life though only a tiny bit of our personality, is to be regarded by us as a shrine of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will look after the unconscious part we do not know; we must see we guard the conscious part, for which we are responsible, as a shrine of the Holy Spirit. If we recognize this as we should, we shall be careful to keep our bodies undefiled for Him.

To the sinner, however, all things work together for evil. Is he prosperous? He is as the beast that is fattened for the slaughter. Is he healthy? He is as the blooming flower that is ripening for the mower's scythe. Does he suffer? His sufferings are the first drops of the eternal hailstorm of divine vengeance. Everything to the sinner, if he could but open his eye, has a black aspect.

C. H. Spurgeon

No breaks between the links of this chain. Foreknowledge is welded to the predestination: the predestination is infallibly linked with the calling, the calling with the justification, and the justification with the glorification.

There is no hint given that there may be a flaw or break in the series. Get a hold of any one, and You possess the whole. The called man is the predestinated man. Let him be sure of that. And the justified man shall be a glorified man. Let him have no doubt whatever about that.

Illustration
Bernard Gilpin, accused of heresy before Bishop Bonner, set out for London for trial. His favorite maxim was, All things are for the best. On his journey, he broke his leg. Is all for the best now? jested a scorner. I still believe so, he replied. And so it proved, for before he was able to resume his journey, Queen Mary died. And instead of going to London to be burned, he returned home in triumph.

Did you ever hear of a man who got his health by being sick? That is a Christian. He gets rich by his losses, he rises by his falls, he goes on by being pushed back, he lives by dying, he grows by being diminished, and becomes full by being emptied. Well, if the bad things work him so much good, what must his best things do? If he can sing in a dungeon, how sweetly will he sing in heaven!

Billy Graham 

The sick room can become a spiritual gymnasium where one's soul is exercised and developed. Sickness is one of the all things which work together for good to those who love God. Don't resent it. Don't be embittered by it. You who are lying on hospital beds realize today that it is the love-stroke of a loving Heavenly Father who loves you so much He will not pamper you but will bring all things for your ultimate good. Christ is the answer to sadness and discouragement. This is a world of thwarted hopes, broken dreams, and frustrated desires. G.K. Chesterton said, Everywhere there is speed, noise and confusion, but nowhere deep happiness and quiet hearts. But Christ can take the discouragement and despondency out of our lives. He can put a spring in one's step and give one a thrill in his heart and a purpose in his mind. Optimism and cheerfulness are products of knowing Christ.

The Bible says: A merry heart doeth good like a medicine; but a broken spirit drieth the bones. If my heart has been attuned to my strength! Do you feel God's joy? It only comes when we spend time with Him.

When that eminent servant of God, Mr. Gilpin, was arrested to be brought up to London to be tried for preaching the gospel, his captors made mirth of his frequent remark, Everything is for the best. When he fell from his horse and broke his leg, they were especially merry about it. But the good man quietly remarked, I have no doubt but that even this painful accident will prove to be a blessing.

And so it was, for, as he could not travel quickly, the journey was prolonged, and he arrived at London some days later than had been expected. When they reached Highgate, they heard the bells ringing merrily in the city down below. They asked the meaning and were told, Queen Mary is dead, and there will be no more burning of Protestants!

Ah, said Gilpin, you see, it is all for the best. It is a blessing to break a leg if thereby a life is saved. How often our calamities are our preservatives! 

Our Daily Bread
Romans 8:28 ..... how easily and how often this Bible reference rolls off our tongues! But perhaps we need to grasp more fully what this verse is really saying.

Randy Alcorn, in a book he has co-authored with his wife Nancy, offers some insights on Romans 8:28. He quotes the New American Standard Bible translation of this verse: God causes all things to work together for good. Randy points out that it doesn't say each individual thing is good, but that God works them together for good. Recalling his boyhood days, Randy tells how he often watched his mother bake cakes. One day when we had all the ingredients set out; flour, sugar, baking powder, raw egg, vanilla; he sneaked a taste of each one. Except for the sugar, they all tasted horrible. Then his mother stirred them together and put the batter in the oven. It didn't make sense to me, he recalls, that the combination of individually distasteful things produced such a tasty product.

Randy concludes that God likewise takes all the undesirable stresses in our lives, mixes them together, puts them under the heat of crisis, and produces a perfect result. Let's look beyond our immediate circumstances and remember that God has an ultimate good purpose.

Devotional 

In most translations of the Bible, the phrase "called according to purpose" is rendered "called according to His purpose," with "His" in italics. The translators supply the word "His" because purpose here obviously refers to God's purpose. But His is not in the original language. Neither is there a definite article before the word purpose. It is not "according to the purpose." It is simply "according to purpose." Then we might ask, what purpose? In God's thought there is only one purpose - Christ. This means that if you and I are not calibrated to Christ in our lives, in our experience - with every detail from morning to night - then we are not living according to purpose. We are in vanity.

In this universe everything apart from Christ is vanity. Only Christ gives purpose to all things. Christ alone is the reality and meaning of life. This is why, when we turn to Him in the middle of all things in our life and begin to identify with Him, we have such a sense of significance in our being. But if we are indifferent to Christ, if we try to figure things out on our own, then notice what it does to our insides. There is a sense of emptiness, the sense that we have nothing of Christ to share with others. But if we allow all kinds of environments to press us into the Lord, then we are filled with so much meaning, there is so much significance, and there is so much to share. This spiritual phenomenon happens because the one sure purpose of our human life is to be conformed to the image of God's Son. By letting all things shape us into the form of God's Son, we have a deep sense that we are living according to purpose. 

Billy Graham
There was a popular song not too long ago which contained the lyrics, I beg your pardon. I never promised you a rose garden. God, of course, did create for man a beautiful Garden of Eden, a state of perfection in which man could live free of any want. But man sinned against God and God removed him from the Garden. Yet, even now, God has promised to deliver us from all our adversities. There are two ways to respond to adversity. We can give in and be depressed, or we can triumph over them and be joyful. The problem with giving in and being depressed is that the adversities do not go away and indeed, seem to grow worse.

One of the best ways to overcome adversity is to praise God in the midst of your turmoil. Begin to sing to God or read the Psalms out loud. Meditate on Scripture, particularly passages like Romans 8:28-39, which includes this wonderful assurance: For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Remember that our hope is not based on circumstance. Our hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness. On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand. Besides, as another song says, If I never had a problem, how would I know that God could solve them? How would I know what faith in God could do? It is through our adversities that we learn to trust in Jesus and, through trusting, to triumph over them. Look upon adversities as an opportunity from God to grow in your faith and to become a stronger servant of His.

The test does not say that everything that happens to us is good, in the sense of pleasurable. God doesn't even promise pleasure. He does promise that all things will contribute to our good, in the sense of being for our benefit. And even that benefit is described. God will use our every experience to make us more like our Lord.

C.H. Spurgeon 

Upon some points a believer is absolutely sure. He knows, for instance, that God sits in the stern-sheets of the vessel when it rocks most. He believes that an invisible hand is always on the world's tiller, and that wherever providence may drift, Jehovah steers it. That re-assuring knowledge prepares him for everything. He looks over the raging waters and sees the spirit of Jesus treading the billows, and he hears a voice saying, It is I, be not afraid. 

He knows too that God is always wise, and, knowing this, he is confident that there can be no accidents, no mistakes; that nothing can occur which ought not to arise. He can say, If I should lose all I have, it is better that I should lose than have, if God so wills: the worst calamity is the wisest and the kindest thing that could befall to me if God ordains it. We know that all things work together for good to them that love God.

The Christian does not merely hold this as a theory, but he knows it as a matter of fact. Everything has worked for good as yet; the poisonous drugs mixed in fit proportions have worked the cure; the sharp cuts of the lancet have cleansed out the proud flesh and facilitated the healing. Every event as yet has worked out the most divinely blessed results; and so, believing that God rules all, that He governs wisely, that He brings good out of evil, the believer's heart is assured, and he is enabled calmly to meet each trial as it comes. The believer can in the spirit of true resignation pray, Send me what thou wilt, my God, so long as it comes from Thee; never came there an ill portion from Thy table to any of Thy children.

Our Daily Bread
When a cowboy applied for an insurance policy, the agent asked, Have you ever had any accidents? After a moment's reflection, the applicant responded, Nope, but a bronco did kick in two of my ribs last summer, and a couple years ago a rattlesnake bit me on the ankle. Wouldn't you call those accidents? replied the puzzled agent. Naw, the cowboy said, they did it on purpose! That story reminds me of the biblical truth that there are no accidents in the lives of God's children. In today's Scripture, we read how Joseph interpreted a difficult experience that had seemed like a great calamity. He had been thrown into a pit and then sold as a slave. This was a great test of his faith, and from the human standpoint it appeared to be a tragic case of injustice, not a providential means of blessing. But Joseph later learned that God meant it for good.

Are you passing through the deep waters of trial and disappointment? Does everything seem to be going against you? These apparent misfortunes are not accidents. The Lord allows such things for a blessed purpose. So, patiently trust Him. If you know the Lord, someday you will praise Him for it all!
God transforms trials into triumphs.

Oswald Chambers
It is only the loyal soul who believes that God engineers circumstances. We take such liberty with our circumstances, we do not believe God engineers them, although we way we do; we treat the things that happen as if they were engineered by men. To be faithful in every circumstance means that we have only one loyalty, and that is to our Lord. Suddenly God breaks up a particular set of circumstances, and the realization comes that we have been disloyal to Him by not recognizing that He had ordered them; we never saw what He was after, and that particular thing will never be repeated all the days of our life. The test of loyalty always comes just there. If we learn to worship God in the trying circumstances, He will alter them in two seconds when He chooses.

Loyalty to Jesus Christ is the thing that we stick at today. We will be loyal to work, to service, to anything, but do not ask us to be loyal to Jesus Christ. Many Christians are intensely impatient of talking about loyalty to Jesus. Our Lord is dethroned more emphatically by Christian workers than by the world. God is made a machine for blessing men, and Jesus Christ is made a worker among workers. The idea is not that we do work for God, but that we are so loyal to Him that He can do His work through us. I reckon on you for extreme service, with no complaining on your part and no explanation on Mine. God wants to use us as He used His own Son.

Illustration
A young Roman by the name of Adrian, a Praetorian Guard, under Emperor Galerius Maximian, had been a fanatic persecutor of the Christians. But the calmness and courage of those he put to the torture impressed him. Adrain, brave himself, admired bravery. In these Christians he saw heroism greater than any he had seen in battle.

It was the year 280 and Adrian was twenty-eight years old. His skill and daring had led to one promotion after another. Yet, he could not get over his admiration for these followers of Christ. One day he asked one of the Christians being tortured:

What gives you such strength and joy in the midst of your sufferings? Our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom we believe, the martyr replied. In a flash Adrian made an important decision. He stepped to the heathen judge and declared: Put down my name among those to be tortured, I also shall become a Christian. For twenty-three years after his conversion Adrian suffered much, but he never flinched from his loyalty to Christ. In 303 he was killed at Nicomedia. For seventeen centuries since he was the patron saint of soldiers. 

Put down my name, was said with true Christian courage.

Oswald Chambers

The circumstances of a saint's life are ordained of God. In the life of a saint there is no such thing as chance. God by His providence brings you into circumstances that you can't understand at all, but the Spirit of God understands. God brings you to places, among people, and into certain conditions to accomplish a definite purpose through the intercession of the Spirit in you. Never put yourself in front of your circumstances and say, "I'm going to be my own providence here; I will watch this closely, or protect myself from that." All your circumstances are in the hand of God, and therefore you don't ever have to think they are unnatural or unique. Your part in intercessory prayer is not to agonize over how to intercede, but to use the everyday circumstances and people God puts around you by His providence to bring them before His throne, and to allow the Spirit in you the opportunity to intercede for them. In this way God is going to touch the whole world with His saints.

Am I making the Holy Spirit's work difficult by being vague and unsure, or by trying to do His work for Him? I must do the human side of intercession -- utilizing the circumstances in which I find myself and the people who surround me. I must keep my conscious life as a sacred place for the Holy Spirit. Then as I lift different ones to God through prayer, the Holy Spirit intercedes for them.

Your intercessions can never be mine, and my intercessions can never be yours, ". . . but the Spirit Himself makes intercession" in each of our lives (Romans 8:26). And without that intercession, the lives of others would be left in poverty and in ruin.

R. C. Sproul
How would you feel if Jesus spoke to you at this moment and said nothing bad ever would happen to you again? Jesus has made this very commitment to us here. This great verse embodies the truth we have been examining all through our study of providence: that God is working diligently for our ultimate good even when our circumstances are most dire.

The implication of Paul’s eloquent sentence are enormous. Notice that the verse does not promise that unpleasant circumstances never will occur to us. In fact, when he says “all things,” Paul implies that some of the things he has in mind are negative. But the verse is saying that good and bad things alike are used by God to bring good into the lives of His people. God works in such a way that everything we encounter ultimately contributes to blessing for us. In God’s providence, He makes everything that happens to us work together for our good. And if everything that happens works together for good for us, if follows that ultimately everything that happens is good. If God is working in it and through it for our good, we have to say it is good that it happened. Thus, Joseph could point ot his slavery and suffering in Egyptian Prisons as good. Job could regard the loss of his wealth, his family, and his health as good. And a contemporary saint such as Joni Earickson Tada can testify that her irreversible paralysis is good. Even these bad things are good as they are used by God.

God’s power to work good from bad extends even to death. Perhaps nothing frightens us more than the end of life or the threat of it. Yet David can speak of walking calmly in Why? Because God is with him, to strengthen him, help him, and sanctify all his troubles to him. Therefore, even an excursion to the edges of life can be a blessed thing for the child of God as he trusts and believes in providence.

When Paul says that “all things work together for good,”? he does not say it simply because he is optimistic or because he is whistling in the dark. He says it because he has known and understood the providence of God, the promise of his Father to work for his good in all things. This should be our attitude, loving trust in our good, faithful Father, who has the wisdom and power to bring good from bad.
C. H. Spurgeon

And you know that he is the first-born in this sense — not only as the greatest, but that as the first-begotten from among the dead, he has risen from the dead. He has risen from the dead, and in this he leads the way for us all. “That he might be the first-born among many brethren.”

8:29
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren;  

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

8:29 God’s ultimate goal for us is to make us like Christ (1 John 3:2). As we become more and more like him, we discover our true selves, the persons we were created to be. How can we be conformed to Christ’s likeness? By reading and heeding the Word, by studying his life on earth through the Gospels, by being filled with his Spirit, and by doing his work in the world.

8:29-30 Some believe these verses mean that before the beginning of the world, God chose certain people to receive his gift of salvation. They point to verses like Ephes. 1:11 that says we are “predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will.” Others believe that God foreknew those who would respond to him and upon those he set his mark (predestined). What is clear is that God’s purpose for people was not an afterthought; it was settled before the foundation of the world. People are to serve and honor God. If you have believed in Christ, you can rejoice in the fact that God has always known you. God’s love is eternal. His wisdom and power are supreme. He will guide and protect you until you one day stand in his presence.

C. H. Spurgeon

This is their character, which they perceive, which others may in a measure perceive. We are to be like him then, conformed to his image; and if we be joint-heirs with him, what a joy it is that we are to be partakers of his nature, made like to him! Christ will be reflected, and in a measure repeated, in all his people; and this shall be the very glory of heaven, that, look which way you will, you shall see either Christ himself or his likeness

in his people. If you have ever stood in a room that was full of mirrors everywhere, how wonderfully your own likeness has been repeated! And heaven shall be a mirror chamber, wherein Christ shall be seen in every one of his people. He did predestinate them to be conformed to the image of his Son.

Are You Using Your Power?

Whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son. --Romans 8:29

What is God's goal for your life? Author Max Lucado summarizes it this way: "God loves you just the way you are, but He refuses to leave you that way. He wants you to be just like Jesus." This involves change, but we often believe it's not possible. We say, "I've always worried," or "I've always felt angry—I'm just that way." Yet Paul said in Romans 8:29 that God's purpose is to make us like Jesus. So what hinders this process?

In his book Just Like Jesus, Lucado tells about a wealthy woman who lived 100 years ago. She was extremely tight with her money, so neighbors were surprised when she had her home wired for electricity. Weeks later, a meter reader noted very little usage, so he asked, "Are you using your power?" "Certainly," she replied. "Each evening I turn on my lights long enough to light my candles; then I turn them off."

If we have put our faith in Christ, we too are connected to a power source—the Holy Spirit, who works in us to make us more like Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18). So let's not settle for "spiritual candlelight" by being comfortable with our old ways. We need to allow the Holy Spirit to transform our lives and make us like Jesus.

Are you using your power?   
Only God's power 
can transform your life.

Notes: Contained in this section is the verse known as a soft pillow for a tired heart, along with those that relate the terminal points in Salvation; the steps between these eternities; and the plan and process that cannot be marred.

Let's consider what Paul is writing for our comfort. God's foreknowledge reaches to eternity past. In God there is no before, and so to know before is more than advance knowledge; it implies choice, designation to a position or function. God foresaw not so much what we would do, but what He would do for us! Then His foreordination reaches to                                                                                                                                                                                                 eternity future. God has marked out boundaries beforehand for those saved, and such foreordaining simply guarantees that God's high and holy purpose will be consummated in believers. The goal is conformation to the image of Christ.

In verse 30 Paul fills in the steps in time. Having foreordained in eternity past, God now moves in time with an effectual call. This call is more than an invitation. It is an official summons. Then He justifies, declares righteous on the basis of Christ's work; and glorifies, makes us like His Son. This is the most daring anticipation of faith in all of the New Testament. These three steps in time are all in the past tense, and can be considered as good as done. But did you notice nothing is said about sanctification! Why? Paul is including only that which is 100% God's work. Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer has stated it uniquely this way, God starts with one hundred sheep and He arrives in glory with one hundred, not ninety-nine.

That God's plan and process cannot be marred is stated because:

· God is 
Advocate

· God is 
Provider

· God is 
Justifier

· God is 
Redeemer

C. H. Spurgeon

He spoke of it as if it were done because it is so sure, so certain to be done; he puts it down as a fact.

Oh, what a glorious privilege is yours and mine, if we are indeed children of God! We are, in some respects, children of God in the same sense as

Christ himself is; he is the firstborn, and we are among his “many

brethren.”

That was the very end and object of their predestination that they might become like Christ, their great perfect elder Brother.

Like Him

Whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son. --Romans 8:29

God is not interested in just saving us from hell and taking us to heaven. He wants to conform us "to the image of His Son" (Romans 8:29). Someone has said that the Father was so pleased with His Son that He has determined to fill all of heaven with others just like Him.

When Jesus returns, "we shall be like Him" (1 John 3:2), but the process of becoming like Him begins here and now. How does that happen? It is explained by the "all things" of "all things work together for good to those who love God" (Romans 8:28). This includes testings and trials, chastenings and purifications, denials and suffering. To become like Him, we must follow Him, and that is the path of sacrifice and trial (Hebrews 2:10).

Following Jesus means we must be willing to go with Him to the Garden of Gethsemane and the hill of Calvary. We must be willing to endure suffering and rejection by those who reject Him (John 15:18-21). But following Him also leads us to the empty tomb and the place at the right hand of God. The apostle Paul said that those who follow Him will also share in His resurrection (Romans 6:5). And "if we endure, we shall also reign with Him" (2 Timothy 2:12).

Yes, God uses "all things" to make us like Christ.   
The road to Christlikeness will take you through the valley of suffering.

R.C. Sproul
The vast majority of evangelicals today reject the Reformed view of predestination adapting instead a position of prescience or foreknowledge. This Arminian view of God's electing foreknowledge contends that God looks ahead into time, sees who will choose Him, and then bases His election on that decision. This view errs in two ways. First, it separates God's will from future events. To say that God looks ahead and decides what He will do based on our future decisions is to make God dependent on man's decision. God's choosing us had nothing to do with our works in the present or in the future. Second, this view is based on a misconception about foreknowledge. What God sees in the future is what He has ordained will be. Something cannot exist unless God ordained it. Therefore, if God were to look down through the corridor of time and see our decision, that corridor of time and our decision could only exist because God ordained them to exist. You cannot separate God's ordaining will from the future. If the future is set, it is because God established it.

God foreknows us in the sense that as our Creator He knows us from the very beginning of time, from all eternity. Those whom He foreknew, He predestined to salvation. He knew us from the beginning and He set His love upon us apart from anything we have done, or will do.

Some may argue that if God is wholly responsible for a person coming to faith, then He must be wholly responsible for a person remaining in unbelief. This springs from a wrong understanding of double predestination. While God actively creates faith in the hearts of some, He does not create unbelief in others. That unbelief is already there. God does not infuse unbelief into fallen man nor does He inhibit someone who wants to come to Him. If a person desires to come to Christ, that desire was given to him from the Father. Double predestination means that God actively brings the elect to faith, but passes over the reprobate. He does nothing for some while He changes the hearts of others. This is fair because all men deserve condemnation. When God chooses some, it is an act of mercy and He is in no way obligated to save everyone.

Read Romans 9:14-15. Is God unjust? Why not? Does this passage incite humility and praise or disdain and anger within you? Examine the root of your feelings. Thank Him if you are humbled. If you are not, ask God to give you the grace to accept His sovereign ways.

C. H. Spurgeon

There is no separating these golden links of love and mercy. That foreknowledge, to which all things future are open and present, begins the deed of love. Predestination comes in, and chooses a people for God who shall be eternally his. Upon this, in due time, follows effectual calling, by which the chosen ones are brought out, from the impure mass of mankind, and set apart unto God. Then follows justification by faith, through the precious blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ; and where this is, glory certainly come, for “whom he justified, them he also glorified.”

Our Daily Bread
Women in nearly record numbers, we're told, were drawn in envy to the picture of a well-known movie actress on the cover of a popular magazine. She had been portrayed as possessing flawless beauty. But the editors of another magazine published a follow-up story telling about a photo company that had billed the first magazine $1,525 for their work of the picture to clean up complexion, soften eye line, soften smile line, add color to lips, trim chin, ... adjust color, and add hair on the top of the head. So however beautiful she actually is, she needed something, quite a little it seems, to hide the blemishes that would quickly destroy her image of ideal loveliness.

What a picture of man's spiritual condition! Every one of us is flawed when compared with the moral excellence of Christ. No matter how good we may appear, we need more than a religious touchup to conceal our sins. We desperately need the soul-cleansing, atoning blood of Jesus Christ. When we trust Jesus as our Savior, God gives us His flawless righteousness. From then on, He works within us by His Spirit to conform us to His likeness. Are we making the unblemished beauty of Christlike character the daily goal of our life?

The most beautiful people are those,

Who remind us of Christ.

C. H. Spurgeon

What an eternal honor for all believers,-that they might be among the “many brethren” of Christ, God’s firstborn and well-beloved Son! 
Here too we see the purpose of God’s foreknowledge and predestination, that we should be “ conformed to the image of his Son.”

R.C. Sproul
Everybody believes in predestination. Secular humanists believe in predestination; they just believe man is the one who is to do the predestining (and what a wonderful world that would be). Other pagans believe that the world predestines itself, and that the future will lead only to the death of the universe. All Christians believe in predestination by God. They believe in it because the Bible clearly teaches it. But not all Christians mean the same thing by it.

The most common error among Christians about predestination arises from a misreading of Romans 8:29. There we are told that God's predestination is grounded in His foreknowledge. This has been misunderstood to mean that God looked down the corridors of history, foresaw what you and I would do, and stuck that into His plan. This view does not reckon with the fact that God created time, and therefore all events in time, when He created the world, so that He does not look down through history but looks at history as a complete whole. Apart from such a weighty philosophical objection, however, we can notice that Romans 8:29 does not say that God foreknew certain decisions on our part. It does not say that God foresees our faith, and on that basis predestines us. It says nothing of the sort. Rather, Romans 8:29 says that God foreknew certain people. A study of the idea of knowledge in the Bible will show that it usually involves a choice of intimate relations, as when Adam knew his wife Eve and she conceived. Romans 8:29 means that God foreloved certain people, and predestinated them. He chose them' they did not choose Him.

Romans 9 makes this abundantly clear, because Paul goes into a discussion of God's sovereign choice of Jacob over Esau, a choice based on nothing either had done. The objection, Is God unjust? could not arise unless Paul were teaching real predestination; after all, nobody accuses the foreseen faith view of being unjust. And Paul's answer in verse 15, which stresses that God decides whom He will save and whom He will not, clinches the matter clearly.

Illustration
An old woman, hearing of some preachers who dwelt on the doctrine of predestination, said: Ah, I have long settled that point, for it God had not chosen me before I was born, I am sure He would have seen nothing in me to have chosen me afterward.

A.W. Tozer 

We must take a high view of what God has done for us in consummating the plan of salvation for a lost race! The supreme work of Christ in redemption is not just to save us from hell, but to restore us to God-likeness again. Paul has confirmed this in Romans 8:29, Whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son. While perfect restoration to the divine image awaits the day of Christ's appearing, the work of restoration is going on now. There is a slow but steady transmutation of the base metal of human nature into the gold of God-likeness effected by the faith-filled gaze of the soul at the glory of God, the face of Jesus Christ! We have already moved from what we were to what we are, and we are now moving toward what we shall be. To become like God is and must be the supreme goal of all moral creatures!

C. H. Spurgeon

That is, look upon with pleasure and delight from before all worlds. Whom he did love and call to be his own.

Christ is the man, the archetype. He is not to be a lone man. It is not good for man to be alone, not even for the man; and there are to be other men called by God’s grace who are to be made like him, who are to be his brethren. These, whom God foreknew, with fore-love he has ordained, determined, predestinated to be made like his Son.

Our Daily Bread
Scottish author  George MacDonald told this story of a woman who had experienced a great tragedy in her life: The heartache was so crushing and her sorrow so bitter that the one in distress exclaimed, I wish I'd never been made. With spiritual discernment, her friend answered, My dear, you are not fully made yet; you're only being made, and this is the Maker's process! MacDonald wisely concluded, We can let God take our troubles and make out of them a garment of Christian fortitude which will not only warm our souls but also serve to inspire others. This is true for all of our trials; even when we are being corrected by God for our sin. The author of Hebrews wrote, No chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. Does it seem as though everything in life is going against you? As you face disillusionment, take heart! If you're a child of God, all things are working together for good, and He is conforming you to the image of His Son. God's lessons through trials can be the making of you!

God may have to break us

In order to made us.

God had this purpose in mind when He saved us. No one and no thing can keep Him from His goal or us from our destiny in Jesus.

C. H. Spurgeon

Not with the common call with which he calls other men, but with the special call. The hen, when she is about in the yard, keeps on calling; but when she wants her own little ones to come and run beneath her wings, then she has a special cluck for them, and they know it, and they come, and run and hide beneath her.

A.W. Tozer 

The doctrine of justification by faith, a biblical truth, and a blessed relief from sterile legalism and unavailing self-effort has in our time fallen into evil company and been interpreted by many in such a manner as actually to bar men and women from the knowledge of God. The whole transaction of religious conversion has been made mechanical and spiritless. Faith may now be exercised without a jar to the moral life and without embarrassment to the Adamic ego. Christ may be received without creating any special love for Him in the soul of the receiver. The man is saved but he is not hungry or thirsty after God!

The modern scientist has lost God amid the wonders of this world; we Christians are in real danger of losing God amid the wonders of His Word! We have almost forgotten that God is a Person and, as such, can be cultivated as any person can. God is a Person and in the deep of His mighty nature He thinks, will, enjoys, feels, loves, desires and suffers as any other person may. In making Himself known to us He stays by the familiar pattern of personality.

Religion, so far as it is genuine, is in essence the response of created personalities to the Creating Personality, God, so This is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

Illustration
A colored divine was once asked to explain the doctrine of election. Said he, Brethren, it is this way: The Lord he is always voting for a man, and the Devil he is always voting against him; then the man himself votes, and that breaks the tie!

Devotional In our daily life, everything is significant because we know we have been predestinated. We have been marked out ahead with a destiny, which is to be conformed to the image of God's Son. So turning to Jesus and interacting with Him, calling upon Him, touching Him, is the meaning of my life. It is the meaning of every shortage I find in myself.

Do you understand that the meaning of your shortages and weaknesses is Christ? Your shortage is not just something for you to overcome, to get through, to be rid of. That is not what it is for. It is for Christ to make His home in your heart (Eph. 3:17). We think that for Christ to make His home in our hearts, we need to "clean up the house." But this means that we would be the savior. We would work to present ourselves to God in a perfect condition, as though we were the ones doing it. However, this is not the way Christ makes His home in our hearts. Instead, we bring our rickety, broken-down house - with the messes, with the clutter in the closets - we bring it to Him and say, "Jesus, now You live here. You cleanse my heart. You come in and do all the work, Lord." This is the purpose of all our problems. It is about Christ taking over the job and making home in our hearts. It is not arriving at a perfect state that I have accomplished by my own energy. It is a perfect touch, a perfect interaction, with a perfect Person who is my supply. 

C. H. Spurgeon

No breaking of these links. Where God gives one of these blessings, he gives the rest. There is no intimation of a failure somewhere in between.

The predestinated are called, and the called are justified, and the justified are glorified.

C. H. Spurgeon

One is tempted to linger over that golden chain, and examine every link. It will suffice, however, to observe that every link is well fastened to the next.

Where there is the “foreknowledge,” which is alias the “forelove,” there is also “elect” — there must be ‘“called” — there shall certainly be “justification,” and where that is, there must be “glory.”

8:30
and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  

And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.  

8:30 Called means summoned or invited. For more on justification and glorification, see the chart in Romans 3:25.
C. H. Spurgeon

That glorification we cannot see as vet. It is in the excessive brightness of the future, just as his divine election is in the brightness of the past. These are the two columns on either shore; but the swinging bridge in between is this — calling and justification. 

These are joined in one, stud if thou hast either of these, thou mayest know thy predestination and thy future glorification

Justification:

· Self-judgment

forerunner

· God


author

· Grace


spring

· Christ’s blood

purchaser

· Christ’s obedience
basis

· Christ’s resurrection
assurance

· Union in His death
freedom

· Faith in Christ

medium

· Spirit of God

power

· Works 


outcome
C. H. Spurgeon

Notice that personal pronoun “he” — how it comes at the beginning, and goes on to the end. “Salvation is of the Lord.” This is so often forgotten that, trite as it may appear, we cannot repeat it too often: “Whom he did

foreknow, he also did predestinate Whom he did predestinate, them he also called, and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” You might suppose, from the talk of some men, that, salvation is all of the man himself; — that is free agency pushed into a falsehood, a plain truth puffed into a lie. 
There is such a thing as free agency, and we should make a great mistake if we forgot it; but there is also such a thing as free grace, and we shall make a still greater mistake if we limit that to the agency of man; it is God who works our salvation from the beginning to the end.

R.C. Sproul
We now begin a brief survey of the doctrine of predestination. The Westminster Confession of Faith states that the doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with special prudence and care. Let us bear in mind these wise words as we proceed.

The word predestination is a compound of pre, meaning before and destination. It means that our destination is fixed in advance. In theology, predestination is not usually used to cover the question of whether God foreordains each and every event in our lives, but is used for the question of our personal destinations; heaven or hell. Predestination is concerned with salvation. The doctrine of providence addresses God's superintendence of everything that happens in history.

There are three approaches to predestination of which we need to be aware. The first is called Pelagianism, after the early church heretic Pelagius. His fundamental assumption was that the natural man has within himself the capacity to keep the commandments of God to such a degree as to be redeemed without any help from divine grace. Against Pelagius, Augustine stressed the total dependence of the sinner upon the grace of God for salvation. He repudiated Pelagianism as an early form of humanism. Pelagianism is found in the cults, in many liberal circles, and even among former evangelicals who now teach that God is trapped in time and has no idea of what the future will bring (the limited god doctrine).

Within authentic Christianity there are two views of predestination. Semi-Pelagianism, or Arminianism, holds that God does indeed predestine the saints to salvation, and that His grace is necessary, but that predestination is based on His knowledge of who will and who will not freely respond to His general grace.

Augustinianism, which is the position espoused by Ligonier Ministries, holds that God's choice is based solely in His sovereign good pleasure. Man is so depraved in his fallenness that apart from the irresistible grace of God, no one could ever turn to Christ. Jesus made this clear in John 6:44.

Great Augustinian theologians include Martin Luther, John Calvin, Thomas Aquinas, Jonathan Edwards. That such great men agreed with Augustine does not make their doctrine true, but we should give it serious consideration. Ask God to help you seek truth as you study His truth.

C. H. Spurgeon

No slips, no gaps or chasms, by the way. The foreknown are predestinated: the predestinated are the called: the called are justified: the justified are glorified.

R.C. Sproul
Which come first: faith or the new birth? The answer of much of Christendom is that faith come first, and then, when God sees that we have graciously put faith in Him, He gives us a new birth. The  Bible actually teaches the reverse. God gives us a new birth, and we cry out to Him in faith as a result.

Part of the problem here is that many Christians fail to distinguish between the external call of the Gospel and the internal call of the Holy Spirit. They say that God calls all men externally, and then when some men repent and believe, God gives them new life. It is true that God calls all men, but it is not true that God gives them new life based on their repentance and faith. Rather, while God calls all me externally, He only calls His own internally. Those who truly respond to the external call are those who have been internally called by God and given new birth. Then they respond in faith to the external call.

Notice Romans 8:28. It says that all things work together for good to those who have been called by God. Does this refer to the external call of the Gospel or to the internal call of God's Spirit? Clearly, it refers to the latter. People who are externally called and who then reject the Gospel will go to hell. All things will not be working for their good in hell.

Consider also Romans 8:30. It says that those who were called by God are justified and glorified. If this referred to the external call of the Gospel, it would mean that all people are justified and glorified. In fact, of course, it refers to God's internal call. The doctrine of the internal call cannot be avoided if we take the Bible seriously, and it leaves no room for man to play a part in his own salvation. Why do some people respond to the Gospel? Because God called them. Why do others not respond? Because God did not call them. The call produces new life. Ephesians 2:1-5 says that we were dead before God called us and quickened us. A dead man cannot respond to anything. He cannot cooperate with any kind of call, external or internal. Like Lazarus in the grace, he cannot come back to life unless God raises him. God's call, like that of Jesus, calls Lazarus from the grave.

C.H. Spurgeon 

Here is a precious truth for thee, believer. Thou mayest be poor, or in suffering, or unknown, but for thine encouragement take a review of thy calling and the consequences that flow from it, and especially that blessed result here spoken of. As surely as thou art God's child today, so surely shall all thy trials soon be at an end, and thou shalt be rich to all the intents of bliss. Wait awhile, and that weary head shall wear the crown of glory, and that hand of labor shall grasp the palm-branch of victory. Lament not thy troubles, but rather rejoice that ere long thou wilt be where there shall be neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain. The chariots of fire are at thy door, and a moment will suffice to bear thee to the glorified. 

The everlasting song is almost on thy lip. The portals of heaven stand open for thee. Think not that thou canst fail of entering into rest. If He hath called thee, nothing can divide thee from His love. Distress cannot sever the bond; the fire of persecution cannot burn the link; the hammer of hell cannot break the chain. Thou art secure; that voice which called thee at first, shall call thee yet again from earth to heaven, from death's dark gloom to immortality's unuttered splendorous. Rest assured, the heart of Him who has justified thee beats with infinite love towards thee. Thou shalt soon be with the glorified, where thy portion is; thou art only waiting here to be made meet for the inheritance, and that done, the wings of angels shall waft thee far away, to the mount of peace, and joy, and blessedness, where thou shalt rest for ever and ever.

Illustration
When on October 12, 1492, Christopher Columbus took possession of one of the Bahamas Islands, he believed he was fulfilling prophecy. It is not perhaps widely known that the admiral of the oceans discovered America believing he was under the illumination of the Holy Spirit., not the light of the stars. In 1502 he wrote to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella; In the carrying out of this enterprise of the Indies, neither reason nor mathematics nor maps were any use to me; fully accomplished were the words of Isaiah (referring to the gathering of the remnant of Israel in the last days.)

C. H. Spurgeon

My soul, hast thou been called of God? Has the Spirit of God ever called thee? If so, rejoice in thy predestinator. Have no doubts and fears concerning that matter, for he would never have called thee if he had not intended to save thee from before the foundation of the world.

My son, dost thou believe in Jesus? Hast thou trusted in his precious blood? Then thou art justified. Never give way, then, to any fears concerning thine eternal salvation, for, as surely as there is a heaven, thou shalt be a partaker of its glories, for never was there a soul justified who was not afterwards glorified.

R.C. Sproul
In theology, we speak of the ordo salutis and the historia salutis. The historia salutis is the history of salvation, and most of the Bible is concerned with it. When we do theology from the perspective of the historia salutis, we consider what Christ our Head has done and what He has been given, and then we consider what we as members of Him participate in. He suffered and was glorified, and in union with Him so have we. He was raised, ascended to heaven, and sits enthroned; in union with Him we have these privileges in essence now, and look forward to their fullness in the world to come. He judges all men, and we in union with Him will also judge the world. This is the way theology is done in terms of the historia salutis.

The ordo salutis is the order of salvation. This focuses on the acts of God and the response of the individual in salvation. God calls us, produces regeneration in us, so that we respond with repentance, faith, and obedience. Behind the divine call is God's electing decree. The ordo salutis is not concerned with a temporal sequence of events, but with a logical order.

Paul provides a condensed form of the ordo salutis in Romans 8:29-30. He tells us that God foreknew certain people and predestinated them to be conformed to the image of His Son. Since God exists in eternity, foreknowledge and predestination are not sequential actions on His part, but logical aspects of His decree. Romans 8:30 says the God called these people to His kingdom, and that those who are called are justified. Since we are justified by faith, we can insert faith between calling and justification. In fact, God's inward call produces regeneration in us,, which causes us to cry out in repentance and faith, so that we are justified. There is no time sequence in this, as if we could be called for a while before we are regenerated, and then live regenerated without having repented, and then we could repent but not turn to Christ, and then finally come to justifying faith. No, there are all logical steps in the same event. When God calls us we are immediately regenerated, and we turn from sin to God in one action, which justifies us. And those who are justified are immediately glorified in the sense of being adopted as children of God.

C. H. Spurgeon

He regarded them as just. He made them just through the blood and righteousness of Jesus Christ.

There is no break in this chain. The foreknown are predestinated, the predestinated are called, the called are justified, the justified are glorified. It is a wondrous chain. He that getteth a hold of it anywhere hath a hold of the whole of it, for this Scripture cannot be broken. If thou art called by grace into the fellowship of eternal life, thou shalt be justified and glorified.

Great Purpose of God:

1.
That His Son should be the Firstborn among men.

2.
That believers should be Conformed to the image of His Son.

C. H. Spurgeon

You see that these great declarations relate to the same persons right through the whole series: “ Whom he did foreknow, he also did

predestinate;... whom he did predestinate, them he also called,... them he also justified,... them he also glorified.” There is not a single link missing from the eternal purpose and foreknowledge of God to the everlasting glory in which the saints’ bliss shall be consummated. The practical question’s for each one of us to answer are just these,-have I been “called” by grace out of nature’s darkness into God’s marvelous light? Have I been “ justified “ by faith, and have I peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ? Then, being called and justified, I may rest assured that I have been predestinated, and that in due time I shall be glorified.

Footsteps of Grace:

· Foreknown
· Predestinated

· Called

· Justified

· Glorified

8:31
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us?  

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?  
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?  
Rom 4:1 

What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?

Ps. 118:6 

The LORD is for me; I will not fear; What can man do to me?

8:31-34 Do you ever think that because you aren’t good enough for God, he will not save you? Do you ever feel as if salvation is for everyone else but you? Then these verses are especially for you. If God gave his Son for you, he isn’t going to hold back the gift of salvation! If Christ gave his life for you, he isn’t going to turn around and condemn you! He will not withhold anything you need to live for him. The book of Romans is more than a theological explanation of God’s redeeming grace—it is a letter of comfort and confidence addressed to you.

8:34 Paul says that Jesus is interceding for us in heaven. God has acquitted us and has removed our sin and guilt, so it is Satan, not God, who accuses us. When he does, Jesus, the advocate for our defense, stands at God’s right hand to present our case. For more on the concept of Christ as our advocate, see the notes on § Hebrews 4:14; Hebrews 4:15.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Chuck Swindoll offers some great suggestions for Scriptural meditation, helping us focus our minds on biblical truth. We’d like to offer today’s passage as a great place to practice the exercises Swindoll suggests: “Meditation is disciplined thought, forced on a single object of Scripture for a period of time. It is reflecting upon specific truths slowly, piece by piece . . . allowing our minds to dig deeply into a word, a phrase, an idea or principle from God’s own Word.” 

Let’s reflect on some “specific truths” of God’s Word in today’s reading. In many ways these verses are the high point of Romans, the crescendo of rejoicing. Every sentence is a ringing statement of the secure relationship we have in Christ. There are no flaws or missing pieces in God’s plan. 

God purposes to bring all of His children to salvation, through their trials, and then to the final glory of heaven. No one on earth or in hell below can stand against God’s chosen ones. And if God gave us the greatest gift, His Son, He will not fail to give us “all things” we need. God is both our protector and provider. 

We’re also secure through our relationship with Christ. Even if Satan, as the implied accuser here, should bring a charge against us, Christ comes to our defense and verifies to the Father that our sins have been paid for. 

Circumstances can’t separate us from Christ either. Paul knew what he was talking about here. His sufferings for Christ would have filled a book (2 Cor. 11:16-33), but he could testify that God brought him through each one and was using these things to produce eternal glory (Rom. 8:18). 

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh! have you not often said that? When you have studied the plan of grace, the covenant of God, have you not said to yourself, “What can I say to all this? It is passing wonder; It exceeds the power of comprehension, for the greatness of this glory. What shall we then say to these things?” Well, we will say something practical that shall cheer our hearts.

Ah! indeed, what shall we say? If we had the tongues of men and angels, what could we say? Well, we will say this much at any rate.

Those afflictions that we read of just now — these reproaches which we share with Christ — what of them? They are not worth calling anything. “If God be for us, who can be against us?”

Always For Us

If God is for us, who can be against us? —Romans 8:31 

Naomi, her husband, and their two sons left Israel and moved to Moab because of a famine (Ruth 1:1-2). One son married Ruth, the other married Orpah. Eventually Naomi's husband and sons died (vv.3,5), so she decided to return to Israel. But she felt that her daughters-in-law would be better off staying in Moab (vv.6-13). She tried to dissuade them from going with her by saying, "No, my daughters; for it grieves me very much for your sakes that the hand of the Lord has gone out against me!" (v.13).

Was Naomi right in her thinking about God? 
Perhaps the family had displayed a lack of faith by moving to pagan Moab, but God certainly was not against her. He proved this by wonderfully providing for her and Ruth after they returned to Israel. (Read the rest of the book—it's short.)

You may be unemployed, terminally ill, have a disabled child, or care for a loved one with Alzheimer's. God hasn't promised to keep us from such problems. But He has proven that He is always "for us" as Christians by what He did through Jesus (Romans 5:8-9). Nothing, not even death, can separate us from His love (8:35-39).

The Lord is never "against us," not even when He chastens us (Hebrews 12:5-6). He is always for us! 
The One who died to save you

will never be against you.

C. H. Spurgeon

Hast thou the world against the Christian? What is the opposition of the world when God is on thy side? Is thine own heart against thee? What then? God is greater than thy heart. Is the devil against thee? Ah! he is mighty, but God is almighty, and he shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. Paul was no fanatic; he was a man of great experience and of sound sense; yet he makes nothing of all our foes when God is on our side.

Hast thou the world against the Christian? 
What is the opposition of the world when God is on thy side? Is thine own heart against thee? What then? God is greater than thy heart. Is the devil against thee? Ah! he is mighty, but God is almighty, and he shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. Paul was no fanatic; he was a man of great experience and of sound sense; yet he makes nothing of all our foes when God is on our side.

Our Daily Bread
Ever felt that you just couldn't win in the game of life? Often it's the memories of past failures that are the most discouraging. Many Jews must have felt that way after Babylon had taken them captive. Their land lay desolate. Jerusalem was a dusty heap of charred timbers and displaced stones. The nobles and princes had been carried off into a foreign land, and the few people who were left lived in poverty and misery. The nation was reaping the bitter fruits of its own wickedness and idolatry in a strange but pointed command  the Lord told His servant Ezekiel to prophesy to the mountains of Israel, For indeed I am for you, and I will turn to you. To the despondent Jew those words kindled hope and gave assurance of not being abandoned by God.

Christians too have such a message. If God is for us, who can be against us? When we sin, we sometimes believe Satan's lie: You're destined to defeat. It's then that we must remind ourselves that we are identified with Jesus' death, and that He has broken sin's power over us. We can win over discouraging memories by reminding ourselves of the truth that God is for us. And then we must believe it!

Christ was delivered for our sins,

That we might be delivered from our sins.

C. H. Spurgeon

Shall we succumb under the sufferings of the body? Shall we yield to doubt because of all our heavy feelings, and the dullness that comes of the flesh? By no manner of means.

A great many, but they are all nothing. If God be for us, all they that be against us are not worth mentioning: they are ciphers. If he were on their side, then the one would swell the ciphers to the full, but if he be not there, we may put them all into the scale and reckon them as less than nothing.

Note: There is an opposite to this, and it belongs to some who are here: If God be against you, who can be for you? If you are an enemy to God, your very blessings are curses to you.  Your pleasures are only the prelude to your pains. Whether you have adversity or prosperity, so long as God is against you, you can never truly prosper. Take half an hour this afternoon to think this over: If God be against me, what then? What will become of me in time and eternity? How shall I die? How shall I face him in the day of judgment? It is not an impossible if but and if which amounts to a certainty, I fear, in the case of many who are sitting in this house today.

C. H. Spurgeon

For so we think it ought to be read. That is another question. Can God lay anything to our charge after having justified us? Will he contradict himself?

Illustration
They told me of a case in the American Civil War when the blockade of a river had to be run. The river was all filled with planks chained together, and yet food had to be brought to a starving city; and I was told how they ran the blockade; how, in the dead of night, when the enemy was off guard, the great steamer got up steam. She rocked on the wave as they held her back, until at last they let her go, and with one mighty crash the blockade was run; she was in. So the devil has blockaded many a church built very magnificently. 
When the fires of Smithfield were going, when the troopers' muskets rang on the gills of Scotland, there was, I dare say, a great deal of blockade by hell, but the voice of prayer was never held  back. There was more trade with heaven in the killing time than there is today; there were more sailing for the port of heaven in that time of storm than there is today, in this time of ease and prosperity. If God be for you, who can be against you?

C. H. Spurgeon

I do not know what we can say. Wonders of grace, mountains of mercy, mercy without limit — what shall be say to these things? This, at least we can say: —

A great many can be against us, but we reckon them as nothing at all, if God be for us.

On Our Side

If God is for us, who can be against us? —Romans 8:31 

A young Christian was working at his first job, the night shift at a refrigerator assembly plant, trying to earn money for Bible college. The people he worked with were pretty rough, and he was laughed at for being a Christian. The harassment occurred at every break and gradually became more and more vulgar.

One night was worse than the others. They were laughing at him, swearing, and mocking Jesus. He was about ready to quit. Then an older man sitting at the back of the room said, "That's enough! Find someone else to pick on." They immediately backed off. Later the older fellow said to the young man, "I saw that you were having a difficult time, and I wanted to let you know I'm on your side."

Maybe you're a Christian and are standing alone against others who do not know God. It seems as if Satan is winning. The Lord may send a fellow believer to stand with you. But even if He doesn't, you can be confident that He is on your side. He demonstrated that by sending His Son Jesus to die in your place on the cross. You can never be separated from His love and care (Romans 8:38-39).

With assurance you can now say, "If God is for us, who can be against us?" (v.31)
With God on our side

we are never outnumbered.

Adversity:

· Pray in submission

(surrendering power to Jesus.)
· Confident in Jesus 

(having no doubt.)

· Develop your faith 

(generate and produce.)
C. H. Spurgeon

Notice, it is not simply “freely give us all things;” but, “with him also freely give us all things.” You shall get all things with Christ; but you shall get nothing without Christ, for all the other gifts come in this one. God first gave us his Son; and he gives us everything in him.

Illustration 

When Napoleon first started to fight our country and Austria, do you know what our soldiers called him? It was Wee One hundred thousand men. That was a fine name. It was a grand testimony to the power of the little Napoleon in the midst of his army. They asked one another, is We One hundred thousand men' in the army today? He was worth that number on men. Please tell me at what figure you rate the Son of God. Is he in the battle today? He is, and he says he has overcome the world. Why should we fear? 
The world is defeated. I think he just brings us forward to get a share in the glory, but the world is defeated. It is as at Waterloo. The bloody, gory struggle was ended, the French power was broken, and they had turned, when the rumble of the German was heard, and Blucher completed what the British had begun. Tired with the struggle of overpowering the forces that were against Blucher followed up the defeated, scattered regiments as they fled. Christ has conquered the alien forces, and they are now fleeing; pursue them and finish the defeat. 
It is child's play compared with Christ's work. Talk about tribulation. Have you ever sweat blood yet? Have you ever agonized with a broken heart for the sins of the world? Have you ever been crucified? Have you ever had that awful black cloud of separation from God come down upon you? Be of good cheer, says Christ, I have overcome the world, and they are fleeing. Follow up, follow up!

Great Challenge:
· Who can be against us if God be for us?

· Who can condemn when Christ has died for us and is risen again?

· Who can lay anything to our charge when God has justified?

· Who shall separate us from the love of Him who gave Himself for us?

C. H. Spurgeon

After having given us his own Son, what is there that he can withhold from us if it is for our real good? Nay, he has already virtually given us all things in giving him to us.

Illustration
A sailor in a shipwreck was thrown upon a rock where he clung in a great danger until the tide went down. Later a friend asked him, Jim, didn't you shake with fear when you were hanging on that rock? Yes, but the rock didn't, was the significant reply. Christ is the Rock of Ages.

C. H. Spurgeon

It may be read, “God that justifieth?” and properly may be read as a question.

We can get through all these difficulties, if God be with us.

If God is that great working One who does all this, who can be against us?

“Why, a great many,” says one. But they are nothing, nor are all put together anything at all, as compared with him who is on our side.

8:32
He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?  

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?  
He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?  

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.

Rom. 5:8 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

C. H. Spurgeon

When God gave us Christ, he gave us everything, for all the blessings of this life and of the life that is to come lie hidden in Christ as the kernel is within the shell of the nut. What encouragement we have here for believing prayer! Christian, Christ is the golden key of God’s treasuries; you have but to use him aright, and whatever you need shall be yours.

Love of God:

· Inextinguishable

(in its flame of affection)

· Inexhaustible

(in its flow of supply)

· Indefatigable

(in its attention to service)

· Indispensable

(in its sustenance of grace)

· Instant

(in its readiness of help)

· Immutable

(in its unchangeable character)

· Inseparable

(in its strength of holding)

Timeless Insights
For the mountain-climbing enthusiast, the sport is an exhilarating experience; for the armchair observer, it is a terrifying spectacle. When looking at the circumstances of life, what do you see? Opportunities for God to work, or terrifying obstacles that are strictly uncrossable? Life, too, has its mountains. but the peaks are never higher, nor the valleys deeper, than God permits. That thought should cause you, like Paul the apostle and John Calvin the reformer, to sound God's praises.

"Paul sets forth the attitude which the faithful ought to have when adversities urge them to despair. And he teaches us that the fatherly favor of God is connected with that invincible courage which overcomes all temptations. When things go wrong, sorrow possesses our minds and drives away all confidence. but Paul exclaims that a deeper principle ought to be sought. I acknowledge that the scourges of God are in themselves often thought to be tokens of God's wrath; but as they are consecrated in Christ, Paul bids the saints to lay hold, above all things, on the paternal love of God, so that by relying on this shield, they may boldly triumph over all evils. Paul does not mean that nothing will oppose us, but he does promise that we can have victory over all kinds of enemies."

As chapter 8 draws to a close, Paul climbs to the glorious heights of God's eternal, omnipotent love, the pinnacle of God's plan and person as unfolded in the first eight chapters of Romans. Reread the last three verses of chapter 8. Try to sense again Paul's contagious excitement, enthusiasm, and confidence. If time permits, reread the entire chapter to take in once again the grandeur and greatness of God, the One who descended from the heights of heaven that He might lift you up to enjoy His love.

C. H. Spurgeon

There can be no end to the bounty of God after he has given his Son. He that has given the jewel of the universe, the very eye of heaven — what! will he not give to us all else really needed, and give freely, too?

Our Daily Bread
A man in Dundee, Scotland, who had fallen and broken his back, was confined to his bed for 40 years. He never had a day without pain, but God gave him the grace and strength to keep going. His cheery disposition and great love for the Lord inspired all who visited him. One day a friend asked, "Doesn't the devil ever tempt you to doubt God?" Oh yes, he tries, especially when I have to lie here and see my old schoolmates driving by, having a good time with their families. At times it's as if Satan whispers, 'If the Lord is so good, why does He keep you here? Why did He allow you to break your back?' When the friend asked how he handled such attacks, the man replied, I point him to Calvary and to the wounds of my Savior and say, 'Doesn't He love me!' The devil can't answer that, so he flees every time. That man's faith in God's love laid to rest any doubts about His goodness. He knew that the One who gave His only begotten Son to save him certainly loved him and was working out His good purposes in spite of the accident and all his suffering. Christian, counter your doubts about the goodness of God by focusing on His sacrificial love.

One look at Calvary 
can dispel your doubts.

Definitions
Both Testaments portray God as a forgiving person. In the OT, forgiveness is associated with atoning sacrifices. In the NT, we are shown that Jesus' death enables God to take away our sins. The NT develops the doctrine of individual forgiveness more completely than does the OT. Forgiveness opens our hearts to? God and opens our lives to his working within us. Forgiveness is a wellspring nurturing our love for God. And forgiveness provides us with release from bondage both to guilt feelings and to guilt itself.

Acceptance


We who have come to God through Jesus are ourselves the very sacrifices he cherishes. We can live acceptable, well-pleasing lives when we (1) realize that our reasonable service is to surrender our life to be lived for the Lord, and (2) when we follow up our initial commitment by daily choosing those things that are pleasing to him.

Grace


Grace teaches that God's attitude toward us is one of acceptance and love; knowing God's heart, we can approach the throne of grace with confidence with every sin and need.

Grace is a dramatic statement about the human condition. Each person is helpless, trapped in sin and incapable of pleasing God or winning his favor.

Grace is a proclamation. It is the triumphant announcement that God in Christ has acted and has come to the aid of all who will trust him for their eternal salvation.

Grace is a way of life. Relying totally on Jesus to work within us, we experience God's own unlimited power, vitalizing us and enabling us to live truly good lives..

Righteousness


In the Judaism of Jesus' day, righteousness was viewed as behavioral conformity to written oral law. There was no stress on and little awareness of the relationship with God that generates the righteousness that the law reveals. No wonder Jesus called his listeners to a righteousness that exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees of his day. The righteousness that law commanded but could never create now becomes a reality. Through Jesus, God both announced that we have his righteousness and works to make us more and more like him: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Power Over Sin


Both Testaments call on us to recognize God as the ultimate power in our universe. The testimony of the OT is that his power is exerted to deliver from danger those who trust and obey him. The testimony on the NT is that God's power is exerted in Christ to bring life to the dead. As we rely on Jesus, we are released from the hostile powers that hold us in their grip, we begin to experience a resurrection kind of life now, and ultimately we will experience a resurrection through which we will be transformed into Jesus' image.

Peace


The Hebrew word for peace is Shalom. It is derived from a root that conveys the image of wholeness, unity, and harmony; something that is complete and sound. Although peace is essentially a relational concept in the OT, it also conveys the idea of prosperity, health, and fulfillment.

A.W. Tozer 

Were the church a pure and Spirit-filled body, wholly led and directed by spiritual considerations, certainly the purest and the saintliest men and women would be the ones most appreciated and most honored, but the opposite is true! Godliness is no longer valued, except for the very old or the very dead! The saintly souls are forgotten in the whirl of religious activity. The noisy, the self-assertive, the entertaining are sought after and rewarded in every way, with gifts, crowds, offerings and publicity. The Christlike, the self-forgetting, the otherworldly are jostled aside to make room for the latest converted playboy who is usually not too well converted and still very much a playboy.

The whole shortsighted philosophy that ignores eternal qualities and majors in trivialities is a form of unbelief. These Christians who embody such a philosophy are clamoring after present reward; they are too impatient to wait for the Lord's time! The true saint sees farther than this; he cares little for passing values; he looks forward eagerly to the day when eternal things shall come into their own, and godliness will be found to be all that matters. The wise Christian will be content to wait for that day, and in the meantime, he will serve his generation in the will of God!

God Made:

God made the 
Sun



It gives


God made the 
Moon



It gives


God made the 
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They give


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Air



It gives


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Clouds



They give


God made the 
Earth



It gives


God made the 
Trees



They give


God made the 
Flowers



They give


God made the 
Fowls



They give


God made the 
Beasts



They give


God made the 
Plants



They give


God made 
Man

.............?

C. H. Spurgeon

No, that is impossible; and if he does not lay anything to their charge, what cause have they to fear?

Well might the apostle ring out these confident challenges to heaven, and earth, and hell. As it is God that justifieth, who can bring any charge against his elect?

Who can condemn those for whom Christ died, for whom he has risen, and for whom he is now making intercession at the right hand of God?

8:33
Who will bring a charge against God's elect? God is the one who justifies;  

Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.  
Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.  
Lk. 18:7 

Jesus said, "Now shall not God bring about justice for His elect, who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?"

Isa. 50:8,9 

He who vindicates Me is near; Who will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each other; Who has a case against Me? Let him draw near to Me. Behold, the Lord God helps Me' Who is he who condemns Me? Behold, they will all wear out like a garment; The moth will eat them.

C. H. Spurgeon

Ring out the challenge in heaven itself; trumpet it through all the caverns of hell; let the whole universe hear it: “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect ?” None can, for “it is God that justifieth,” and his justification blocks every charge that is brought against his people.

Double Jeopardy

Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. --Romans 8:33

Double jeopardy is a legal concept that protects a person from being prosecuted more than once for the same offense.

This came into play in the case of a man who confessed to a Wisconsin judge that 2 years earlier in the same court he had been charged with murder and was found innocent. "But I was guilty," he admitted. The judge quickly conferred with the district attorney to see if the man could be brought to trial for murder. They discovered, however, that because of the principle of double jeopardy the man could not be tried again for that crime. Although he was a murderer, he could not be punished for it.

According to God's justice, we who are "in Christ" were as guilty as that man before we were converted, but now we are just as unpunishable. Why? Not because of a legal technicality. Rather, it's because any and every sin we've ever committed or will commit has been fully prosecuted in Christ on the cross. And once is all that the law demands. There are still consequences when we do wrong, even as believers. But as far as the penalty of the law is concerned, Jesus' death places us in a wonderful position of being exempt from eternal punishment. Thank God for His principle of "double jeopardy"!  
When we believe in Christ, we receive God's pardon and escape sin's penalty.

Justification:

· Self-judgment

forerunner

· God


author

· Grace


spring

· Christ’s blood

purchaser

· Christ’s obedience
basis

· Christ’s resurrection
assurance

· Union in His death
freedom

· Faith in Christ

medium

· Spirit of God

power

· Works 


outcome
Our Daily Bread
A cat burglar in Northville, Michigan, knows from experience what it is like to live above the law. The story began with a missing diamond ring. Although authorities located the robber, they made no arrest. With tongue-in-cheek, a state trooper described the thief as small of stature, fleet of foot, and moving with a great deal of stealth. He also explained that because of the suspect's age and first-offender status, no charges could be filed. The real reason for letting the culprit go was that he was not subject to the law. The burglar was the complainant's 7-month-old kitten. The pet was implicated by a metal detector that beeped when waved over the animal. X-rays later confirmed their suspicions. The kitten, of course, was not booked; cats live above the law.

This amusing story reminds us of the Christian's position in relation to God's law. In Romans 8, Paul tells of those who will never be accused and tried by the court of heaven. And in Romans 4:8, the apostle said, Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin. Of such a person he asks, Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Believers live above the law because the cross of Christ protects them from eternal condemnation. If we become careless about sin, we will suffer pain and loss and be disciplined. But, praise God, we will not be sentenced to hell. Christ has delivered us from the curse of the law.

When I'm justified 
through Christ's merits,

God looks at me 
"just as if I'd" never sinned.

Today
There's a word in Romans 8:33 that sometimes causes people trouble, it's the word chosen. Salvation, according to the Bible, is not a human possibility. It is only a divine possibility. Those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior realize that their faith has not grown out of their own nature but is a gift of God. God's electing grace is the fountain of faith and of all spiritual good. God's choosing of us, you see, causes humble gratitude. Gratitude indeed, for no one can bring any charge against those whom God has chosen. And the magnificent reason for this is that the only one who could charge them is the very Person who has saved them. The future of God's chosen ones is secure in grace because the Judge on the throne is the Christ who has died on the cross for their salvation. More than that, we are told, he has died on the cross for their salvation. More than that, we are told, he has actually risen from the dead. And, even more, he spends his time praying for his chosen people all the time.

Don't let the biblical teaching about election put you off. As far as each of us is concerned, Christ comes to us in his love, and we are commanded to believe in him. Through the faith that God gives us, we may face the future without fear. With our Savior as our final Judge, our salvation is secure.

C.H. Spurgeon


Most blessed challenge! How unanswerable it is! Every sin of the elect was laid upon the great Champion of our salvation, and by the atonement carried away. There is no sin in God's book against His people: He seeth no sin in Jacob, neither iniquity in Israel; they are justified in Christ for ever. When the guilt of sin was taken away, the punishment of sin was removed. For the Christian there is no stroke from God's angry hand; nay, not so much as a single frown of punitive justice. The believer may be chastised by his Father, but God the Judge has nothing to say to the Christian except I have absolved thee: thou art acquitted.  For the Christian there is no penal death in this world, much less any second death,. He is completely freed from all the punishment as well as the guilt of sin, and the power of sin is removed too. 

It may stand in our way, and agitate us with perpetual warfare; but sin is a conquered foe to every soul in union with Jesus. There is no sin which a Christian cannot overcome if he will only rely upon his God to do it. They who wear the white robe in heaven overcame through the blood of the Lamb, and we may do the same. No lust is too mighty, no besetting sin too strongly entrenched; we can overcome through the power of Christ.  Do believe it, Christian, that thy sin is a condemned thing. It may kick and struggle, but it is doomed to die. God has written condemnation across its brow. Christ has crucified it, nailing it to His cross. Go now and mortify it, and the Lord help you to live to His praise, for sin with all its guilt, shame, and fear is gone.

Illustration
Due to an alleged vision to a Franconian shepherd, a superstition arose during the Middle Ages that fourteen of their saints were to be regarded as the defenders from all evils. They were called The Fourteen of Consolation and their images were placed above church altars.

When Frederick the Wise was bedridden with a serious illness in 1519, his intercessor Martin Luther prepared a little treatise of spiritual comfort which he called The Fourteen of Consolation. Instead of using the medieval saints' names, Luther substituted fourteen portions from the Word of God to comfort the ruler. Thus, in the area of pastoral care, Luther used the promises of God in the Scriptures.

C. H. Spurgeon

Here is true boldness; Paul, who called himself the very chief of sinners dares to challenge anyone to lay anything to the charge of God’s elect?

God can do so. No,” says Paul, —

He is both just and the Justifier of all who believe in Jesus, and they are “God’s elect.”

Dear children of God, feed on these words. They are like wafers made with honey, like cold waters from the rock Eat drink, and be filled. “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”

8:34
who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.  

Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  
Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.  

Col. 3:1 

If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Heb. 1:3 

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty of high;

Heb. 7:25 

Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Heb. 9:24 

For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;

1John 2:1 

My little children, I am writing these things to you that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

C.H. Spurgeon 

He who was once despised and rejected of men, now occupies the honorable position of a beloved and honored Son. The right hand of God is the place of majesty and favour. Our Lord Jesus is His people's representative. When He died for them, they had rest; when he rose again for them, they had liberty; when he sat down at His Father's right hand, they had favour and honour and dignity. The raising and elevation of Christ is the elevation, the acceptance, the enshrinement, the glorifying of all His people, for He is their head and representative.  This sitting at the right hand of God, then, is to be viewed as the acceptance of the person of the Surety, the reception of the Representative, and therefore, the acceptance of our souls. O saint, see in this thy sure freedom from condemnation. Who is he that condemneth? Who shall condemn the men who are in Jesus at the right hand of God? 

The right hand is the place of power. Christ at the right hand of God hath all power in heaven and in earth. Who shall fight against the people who have such power vested in their Captain? O my soul, what can destroy thee if Omnipotence be thy helper? If the aegis of the Almighty cover thee, what sword can smite thee? Rest thou secure. If Jesus is thine all-prevailing King, and hath trodden thine enemies beneath His feet; if sin, death, and hell are all vanquished by Him, and thou art represented in Him, by no possibility canst thou be destroyed.

Illustration
Dr. Howard Kelly, the famous Christian physician, once said that the first recorded words of the Lord were 'Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business' and His last words were 'It is finished!'.

C.H. Spurgeon
Why, Paul, Satan will bring thundering accusations against you. Are you not afraid?

No, says he, I can stop his mouth with this cry: 'It is Christ that died!' That will make him tremble, for he crushed the serpent's head in that victorious hour. And I can shut his mouth again: 'yea, rather, that is risen again,' for he took him captive on that day. And I will add, 'who sitteth at the right hand of God.' I can foil him with that, for he sits there to judge him and to condemn him forever. Once more I will appeal to his advocacy: 'Who maketh intercession for us.' I can stop his accusation with the perpetual care of Jesus for his people.

What, die for them, and then condemn them? Nobody can condemn them but the Judge; and if he is unable to condemn them, in consequence of what he has already done for them, then none can. Bat this is not all.
Will he blow hot and mild, and first intercede for them, and then condemn them? It cannot be.

Illustration
During the French Revolution, somebody said to Talleyrand, bishop of Autun; The Christian religion; what is it? I would be easy to start a religion like that. Oh yes, Talleyrand replied, One would only have to get crucified and rise again the third day.

C. H. Spurgeon
If any confront you with other confidences, still keep to this almighty plea: Christ has died. If one says, I was christened and confirmed, answer him by saying, Christ has died, Should another say, I was baptized as an adult, let your confidence remain the same: Christ has died. When another says, I am a sound, orthodox Presbyterian, stick to this solid ground: Christ has died. And if still another says, I am a red-hot Methodist, answer him in the same way: Christ has died.

C. H. Spurgeon

Christian, as Christ makes intercession for you, he will never condemn you.

Did he shed his blood for you, and yet will he cast you into hell? Did he rise from the dead for you, and yet will he leave you among the dead and the lost? Think not so strangely of the Christ of God, who is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, and who will never condemn those who trust in him.

Illustration
Late one night a salesman drove into a strange city and tried to get a room in a hotel. The clerk informed him that there was no vacancy. Disappointed, he started to leave the lobby when a dignified gentleman offered to share his room with him. Gratefully the traveler accepted his kindness. Just before retiring, the man who had shown such hospitality, knelt and prayed aloud. In his petition he referred to the stranger by name and asked the Lord to bless Him. Upon awakening the next morning, he told his guest it was his habit to read the Bible and commune with God at the beginning of each day, and he asked if he would like to join him. The Holy Spirit had been speaking to the heart of this salesman, and when his host tactfully confronted him with the claims of Christ, he gladly received the Savior.

As the two were ready to part, they exchanged business cards. The new believer was amazed to read, William Jennings Bryan, Secretary of State.

C. H. Spurgeon

Oh, this blessed question — this touching question! It seems to come at the end of all the others,— a rear-guard which effectually prevents oar treasures from being taken from us. “Quis separabit?” “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”

Devotional When our religious flesh is alive, trying to be justified by the works of the law, we unwittingly set ourselves up for a condemnation situation. But if our flesh is terminated, and the law-keeping "I" is crucified with Christ (Gal. 2:19-20), then there is not even a possibility of receiving any condemnation. We do not even have a chance to be condemned anymore. We died with Christ, and it is "no longer I who live." Thus, Christ is now my relationship with condemnation.

Paul is so clear about being a person in Christ who cannot be condemned that he begins to boldly challenge everyone in the universe. It is as if he was saying, "Are you (whoever you may be) going to condemn me? Are you going to bring a charge against me? Come and listen to me!" He declares in Romans 8:31-34, "What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us." Hallelujah!

Paul totally ignores the possibility of being chargeable, or of whether or not the condemnation is perhaps legitimate. He does not give any ground for anyone to say anything against him. He does not answer the charges with himself, his record, or even his victorious Christian life. He only answers with Christ Jesus. It is Christ who died! It is Christ who is risen! It is Christ who is at the right hand of God making intercession for us! It is Christ who is our relationship with condemnation! 

C. H. Spurgeon

There is only One who can, for there is only one Judge, and that Judge is Jesus. So, the apostle puts it again in the form of a 
Shall he condemn us? It is altogether impossible.

What a long list of ills! They seem to make up a Jeremiah’s roll of sorrow.

Can they separate us from the love of Christ? They have all been tried; have they ever succeeded?

8:35
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  

8:35-36 These words were written to a church that would soon undergo terrible persecution. In just a few years, Paul’s hypothetical situations would turn into painful realities. This passage reaffirms God’s profound love for his people. No matter what happens to us, no matter where we are, we can never be lost to his love. Suffering should not drive us away from God, but help us to identify with him further and allow his love to reach us and heal us.

8:35-39 These verses contain one of the most comforting promises in all Scripture. Believers have always had to face hardships in many forms: persecution, illness, imprisonment, even death. These could cause them to fear that they have been abandoned by Christ. But Paul exclaims that it is impossible to be separated from Christ. His death for us is proof of his unconquerable love. Nothing can stop Christ’s constant presence with us. God tells us how great his love is so that we will feel totally secure in him. If we believe these overwhelming assurances, we will not be afraid.

C. H. Spurgeon

That has been tried. Have not the saints been beaten like wheat upon the threshing-floor? Has not addiction been to them a stern test of the reality of their faith? But Christ has loved them none the less for all the suffering that he has permitted to fall upon them.

Bowwow

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? --Romans 8:35

I'll never forget Bowwow—a rag dog that Randy, one of my sons, adopted when he was young. Bowwow was Randy's most precious possession. He had other toys that had cost much more, but none was more greatly loved. Bowwow was Linus' blanket and the Velveteen Rabbit all rolled up into one.

Bowwow was hugged and dragged everywhere, and in time he became incredibly dirty. Cleaning was a major problem because we couldn't get Bowwow away from the boy. Washing just made things worse: All Bowwow's stuffing came out. In the end he was just a bundle of tacky, dirty rags. But, my, how he was loved!

We are God's "rag dogs." Although we have been damaged and dirtied by sin, to Him we are precious beyond measure. When we put our faith in Christ as our Savior, He looks at you and me and says, "You're Mine!" We are loved, and He will never let us go (Romans 8:35-39).

That perspective can give us incredible peace and confidence in life. We don't have to run in the fast lane, always seeking the approval of those around us. And we don't have to prove anything to God, because we don't have anything left to prove. We are embraced by His tireless, relentless, infinite, and everlasting love.  
There is no greater joy than

to know that God loves us.

C. H. Spurgeon

They have all been tried. In different ages of the world, the saints have undergone all these, and yet has never one of them been taken away from the love of Christ. They have not left off loving him, nor has he left off loving them. They have been tried, I say

Love:

· Passion of Love

· Purity of Love

· Power of Love

· Pre-eminence of Love

· Persuasiveness of Love

· Protection of Love

· Perfection of Love

R.C. Sproul

The Bible teaches us that our redemption is secured by the promises of God, that we are “kept by His power” (1 Peter 1:5). God is the one who called us to Himself. He is the one who sanctifies. He is the one who will glorify us. As we walk through the darkness of this world, dealing with all its opposition, struggling against remaining sin in our own hearts, the only hope we have is Jesus Christ. Otherwise, we could never have any assurance of our salvation.

The writer of Hebrews tells us that we look to Jesus, “who is the author and finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2). Two things are attributed to Christ: that He gave us our faith and that He will perfect it. “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it” (Phil. 1:6). Christ alone is the Alpha and Omega of our redemption, thus our salvation is secured in Him.

The words used in Hebrews 12:2 are very significant. Our faith originated with Christ. Just as He created the world out of nothing, He created a new heart within us. Where there was no light, He declared that there should be light. Nothing within us could resist the power of His creative and redemptive Word. It is this same power of creation that sustains us and will ultimately bring us to completion. Hebrews 12:2 says that He is the prefecture, or finisher, of our faith. We are being perfected by the power of Christ every day; through suffering and discipline, through the comfort of His affection, and through the power of His Spirit. Everything that happens to us is for our good and for God’s glory, designed to bring about the perfection of our faith.

Because our salvation begins with Christ and is completed by Him, we can be confident that we will be saved. If our salvation were ultimately grounded in our own wills, we could not have that assurance. Our wills are fickle; we don’t keep our promises. But Christ keeps His promises, and by His power we will be brought to glory. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand” (John 10:27-28).

C. H. Spurgeon

“Quis separabit?” That shall be our motto in every time of trial: “who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”

Well, these things have been tried. As it is written, “For thy sake we are killed all the day long. We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” In Paul’s day they were being hunted to the death, by thousands, and tens of thousands. Were they separated from Christ’s love?

The enemy grew tired of persecution before the saints were wearied by it.

You remember how, in the days of the Roman Empire, the Christians came to the judgment-seat and confessed Christ, even when they were not sought after as if tempting their enemies to throw them to the lions, or put them to death. They were destitute of all fear, and though Emperors were worse than brutes, these Christians defied them, out-braved them vanquished them. They could not put down the Christians.

Oswald Chambers

God does not keep His child immune from trouble; He promises, "I will be with him in trouble . . ." (Psalm 91:15). It doesn't matter how real or intense the adversities may be; nothing can ever separate him from his relationship to God. "In all these things we are more than conquerors . . ." (Romans 8:37). Paul was not referring here to imaginary things, but to things that are dangerously real. And he said we are "super-victors" in the midst of them, not because of our own ingenuity, nor because of our courage, but because none of them affects our essential relationship with God in Jesus Christ. I feel sorry for the Christian who doesn't have something in the circumstances of his life that he wishes were not there.

"Shall tribulation . . . ?" Tribulation is never a grand, highly welcomed event; but whatever it may be -- whether exhausting, irritating, or simply causing some weakness -- it is not able to "separate us from the love of Christ." Never allow tribulations or the "cares of this world" to separate you from remembering that God loves you (Matthew 13:22).

"Shall . . . distress . . . ?" Can God's love continue to hold fast, even when everyone and everything around us seems to be saying that His love is a lie, and that there is no such thing as justice?

"Shall . . . famine . . . ?" Can we not only believe in the love of God but also be "more than conquerors," even while we are being starved?

Either Jesus Christ is a deceiver, having deceived even Paul, or else some extraordinary thing happens to someone who holds on to the love of God when the odds are totally against him. Logic is silenced in the face of each of these things which come against him. Only one thing can account for it -- the love of God in Christ Jesus. "Out of the wreck I rise" every time.

C. H. Spurgeon

When they have been in famine or poverty, has Christ ever forsaken his saints? Ah, no! he has loved them all the more. Have any of these things separated us from our Savior? No; but they have, to oar own consciousness, knitted us even more closely to our Divine Lord. Cruel men have tried every form of persecuting the saints of God; they have been more inventive in the torments which they have applied to Christians than in almost anything else; yet no torture, no rack, no imprisonment, has ever divided them from Christ. They have clung to him still, after the manner of John Bunyan, who, when they said, that he might go free if he would promise not to preach the gospel, said, “I will lie in prison till the moss grows on my eyelids rather than I will ever make such a promise as that. If you let me out of prison to-day, I will preach to-morrow, by the grace of God.”

R. C. Sproul

Some people within the church community think that resting secure in the Lord is impossible. They interpret the Scripture as saying that a Christian cannot have the kind of eternal security that many denominations assert in their doctrinal statements of faith. And even those Christians who theologically hold to a doctrine of eternal security struggle to live by it on a daily basis.

A common question in Christian circles is, “Is a person’s salvation guaranteed or can it be lost?” There have been great controversies in the Christian church concerning the answer to this question. It was one of the issues between the Roman Catholics and the Reformers during the Reformation. The Reformers taught that sinners are justified by faith in Jesus Christ and, therefore, their salvation is secure in Him. Once they have been called by the Holy Spirit, justified in Christ, and adopted into the family of God, they cannot fall away, for the Scripture says that nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ” and no one can snatch the elect from God’s hand. He who began a good work in us will bring it to completion.

Contrary to this position, the Roman Catholics argued that a person cannot have the kind of eternal security described by the Reformers. The Catholic Church rejected the doctrine of the perseverance of the saints, maintaining that someone who has been renewed by the Spirit can fall from grace and lose his salvation. It cited passages such as that in Hebrews 6, which says that those who have become partakers of the Holy Spirit and then turn away from the faith cannot be brought back to repentance. According to the Roman Church, only those who are truly holy can be saved, and any mortal sins that are committed from the time of baptism until death, if they go without confession and penance, can be the occasion of lost salvation.

Others besides the Catholics have argued against the Reformed position on the perseverance of the saints. The Remonstrant in Holland disagreed with Calvin’s assertions concerning eternal security, and many groups in Protestant circles still reject this doctrine.

C. H. Spurgeon

They have all had their turn; but did any of them, or all of them put together, ever divide the saints from Christ?

“All these things” have only made the saints cling the more closely to their Lord, instead of separating them from him. Their persecutors thought they were triumphing over them, but it was the martyrs who were the victors all the while.

8:36
Just as it is written,

"FOR THY SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG;

WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."


As it is written:

"For your sake we face death all day long;

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."
As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.  

Rom. 8:37 

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.

Rom. 2:9 

There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek.

2Cor. 4:8 

You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings without us; and I would indeed that you had become kings so that we also might reign with you. 

1Cor. 4:11 

To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless;

C. H. Spurgeon

But have they divided the saints from the love of Christ? Have they made the saints leave off loving Christ, or Christ cease from loving his people?

But did they succeed in separating saints from the love of Christ even in the days of martyrdom?

A.W. Tozer
Jesus did not promise any of us that consistent Christian living would be easy! He did not promise a release from daily problems and pressures. He did not promise to take us to our heavenly home on a fluffy pink cloud! We live our lives in the knowledge of the grace of God, but we dare not forget that our Lord came to die for us and to express the never-changing moral and redemptive will of God for His people. Before we condemn the Jews of Bible history for their failures, we must be sure that we are not overlooking spiritual and moral shortcomings of our own!

As Christian believers, you and I must be careful about the reasons we give for not heeding God's Word and God's warning from heaven. Have we taken His grace seriously enough that we have sought forgiveness for spiritual carelessness, indifference and apathy?

Oswald Chambers
God does not keep a man immune from trouble; He says, I will be with him is trouble. If does not matter what actual troubles in the most extreme form get hold of man's life, not one of them can separate him from his relationship to God. We are more than conquerors in all these things. Paul is not talking of imaginary things, but of things that are desperately actual; and he says we are super-victors in the midst of them, not by our ingenuity, or by our courage, or by anything other than the fact that not one of them affects our relationship to God in Jesus Christ. Rightly or wrongly, we are where we are, exactly in the condition we are in. I am sorry for the Christian who has not something in his circumstances he wishes was not there.

Shall tribulation ...? Tribulation is never a noble thing; but let tribulation be what it may; exhausting, galling, fatiguing, it is not able to separate us from the love of God. Never let cares or tribulations separate you from the fact that God loves you.

Shall anguish ...? Can God's love hold when everything says that His love is a lie, and that there is no such thing as justice?

Shall famine ...? Can we not only believe in the love of God but be more than conquerors, even while we are being starved?

Either Jesus Christ is a deceiver and Paul is deluded, or some extraordinary thing happens to a man who holds on to the love of God when the odds are all against God's character. Logic is silenced in the face of every one of these things. Only one thing can account for it; the love of God in Christ Jesus. Out of the wreck I rise every time.

Today
God is big enough to hold the future in his hands. That's why Christians are secure about their future. Everything in the Bible breathes hope. Safe in their Lord's embrace, Christians confidently ask, "Who can separate us from the love of Christ?" Their faith in him responds, Nothing, nobody! Ever! Helmut Thielecke tells of an imprisoned east European Christian who was being mercilessly beaten by his communist captors. The man refused to renounce his trust in Jesus. After beating him especially hard and finding that he simply would not budge, the guard asked, Peter, don't you know that I can kill you? Peter calmly replied, I have died and risen with Jesus. My life belongs to him; never will you be able to take it away.

As I recalled earlier, my mother lay paralyzed in an iron lung for 40 years. Never, simply never, did she complain, for she was convinced that nothing in all creation could separate her from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. In August 1985, as she lay dying, she mouthed the words of Psalm 16: My heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

Charles Tupper
Love is the weapon which Omnipotence reserved to conquer rebel man when all the rest had failed. Reason he parries; fear he answers blow for blow; future interest he meets with present pleasure; but love is that sun against whose melting beams the winter cannot stand. There is not one whose heart is hardened against love.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Nor father or mother has loved you as God has, for it was that you might be happy when He gave His only Son. When He bowed His head in the dearth hour, love solemnized its triumph; the sacrifice there was completed.

Friedrich Wilhilm Krummacher
If the tender, profound, and sympathizing love, practiced and recommended by Jesus, were paramount in every heart, the loftiest and most glorious idea of human society would be realized, and little be wanting to make this world a kingdom of heaven.

On an asylum wall.
Would we with ink the oceans fill and were the skies of parchment made and every stalk on earth a quill and very man a scribe by trade, to write the love of God above would drain the oceans dry, nor could that scroll contain the whole though stretched from sky to sky.

Feodor Dostoevsky
Love all God's creation, both the whole and every grain. Love every leaf, every ray of light. Love the animals, love the plants, love each separate thing. If you love each thing you will perceive the mystery of God in all; and when once you perceive this, you will thenceforward grow every day to a fuller understanding of it: until you come at last to love the whole world with a love that will be all-embracing and universal.

Illustration
The Society for the Scientific Study of Religion. Sounds like something they would dream up in Moscow, but this fast-growing, doctorate-stubbed group is pure Americana, and about half it's 1,600 members are clergymen. Whether professional religionists or professional social scientists (religious and otherwise), the members (largely Easterners) believe religious behavior and institutions are as fair game for empirical study as cabbages and kings. The idea is to find out, what are the social mechanisms by which this whole thing works, and the cultural patterns which define it. explained bearded, congenial Executive Secretary Samuel Klausner, 43, in his Washington D.C. office, It has little to do with theology per se.

Devotional The self-life does not know how to properly relate to environment. It blames circumstances. It blames the wife, the husband, the boss - whomever. But in the verses above, we see how Paul related to his environments. He was living out of another source, and from that source he gathered up all his environments as raw material for the self to be terminated, for the self to be crossed out once again, so that resurrection life could come forth.

An undealt-with self does not properly relate to environment. Rather, it is confused. It is frustrated. It is hurt. It is hoping for a better day. It does everything but deal with the Lord. It does everything but allow itself to be terminated. In its ignorance it does not know how to relate to environment, how to relate in life, or how to relate in the truth. These are all characteristics of an ignorant and undealt-with self, and expose that we are still coming from the wrong place. We do not yet come from life. We do not meet our environments with God's view. God's view of our environment is that all day long we are just being led to put to death the practices of the body (Rom. 8:13-14). This means we are being led into a new kind of reaction - led to put to death, led to react with the cross. We are being led into another circumstance for more of the self to surface so that it can be interrupted and terminated. In this way all things are working together for good - for our conformity to Christ (Rom. 8:28-29). 

8:37
But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us.  

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.  

1Cor.. 15:57 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our Daily Bread
When we had a new deck put on the back of our house, we used lumber treated with chemicals to keep it from rotting. We assumed that it would be sufficiently protected from the elements. But the man who built the deck told us to apply a preservative coating to the wood. Although it was already protected, this added precaution on my part would fully protect it against the harsh weather we sometimes get in Michigan.

The Christian also needs double protection. Like the treated lumber on our deck, we are already preserved. By faith in Christ we have been saved from condemnation for eternity (Rom. 8:1). Yet we can still be damaged each day by sin and the evil elements in our society. That's why an additional preservative is needed. And God gives it to us as we apply the protection of His Word (Ps. 119:9-11), the guarding effect of prayer (Phil. 4:6-7), the strengthening benefit of the right friends (Prov. 13:20), the resistance of a transformed mind (Rom. 12:1-2), and the security of His peace (Phil. 4:8-9). Another way of viewing this twofold defense against spiritual decay, both now and for eternity, is to recognize God's part and our part. He protects us as we take steps to protect ourselves.

Fully Saved?

· From all doubt
· From dominion of sin
· From the world
· From Satan’s power
· Filled with Holy Spirit
· Consecrated to service
· From sickness
Illustration
When Lord Nelson reported to the British admiralty his great victory over the French fleet in the Battle of the Nile, he said that victory was not a large enough word to describe what had taken place. When Paul spoke of the victory which through Jesus Christ he had won over all the ills and adversaries and temptations and woes of life, that greatest of all words, conqueror, was not sufficient to describe it; and therefore he said  more than conquerors, through him that loved us.    

Him Only

He gives us life .


He helps us fight sin


He resurrects the dead 


He gives us power over sin


He leads us 


He adopts us as full heirs


He gives us hope of resurrection


He helps us to pray 

We Are Winners!

In all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. --Romans 8:37

Everybody likes to be a winner. So when we read in Romans 8:37 that we as followers of Christ are "more than conquerors," we get excited. But what does that phrase mean?

The apostle Paul began Romans 8 by recounting God's grace in sending His Son Jesus to die to pay the penalty for our sins (vv.1-3). He went on to say that believers also have the help of the Holy Spirit to give us victory over the power of sin in daily life (vv.4-17).

Paul later talked about Christ's unfailing love (v.35). Some circumstances may make us feel alone and defeated, but in all situations we are conquerors because nothing can "separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (v.39).

When I was a boy in Singapore, I experienced one particularly harsh punishment. I was forced to kneel on the thorny skin of a durian (a large Asian fruit). I became angry, and bitterness consumed my life. But when I learned of God's love for me and I put my faith in Christ, He not only forgave my sin but He taught me to forgive others. No longer was I imprisoned by my sin or anger. I began to discover that "we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us" (v.37).

Because of Christ and His unfailing love for us, we are winners!   
Think less of the power of things over you and more of the power of Christ 
in you.

C.H. Spurgeon 

We go to Christ for forgiveness, and then too often look to the law for poser to fight our sins. Paul thus rebukes us, O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth? This only would I learn of you, received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Are ye so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh? Take your sins to Christ's cross, for the old man can only be crucified there: we are crucified with Him. 

The only weapon to fight sin with is the spear which pierced the side of Jesus. To give an illustration: You want to overcome an angry temper, how do you go to work? It is very possible you have never tried the right way of going to Jesus with it. How did I get salvation? I came to Jesus just as I was and I trusted Him to save me. I must kill my angry temper in the same way? It is the only way in which I can ever kill it. I must go to the cross with it and say to Jesus, Lord, I trust Thee to deliver me from it.  This is the only way to give it a death-blow. Are you covetous? Do you feel the world entangle you? You may struggle against this evil so long as you please, but if it be your besetting sin, you will never be delivered from it in any way but by the blood of Jesus. Take it to Christ. Tell Him, Lord, I have trusted Thee, and Thy name is Jesus, for Thou dost save Thy people from their sins; Lord, this is one of my sins; save me from it! 

Ordinances are nothing without Christ as a means of mortification. Your prayers, and your repentances and your tears; the whole of them put together are worth nothing apart from Him. None but Jesus can do helpless sinners good; or helpless saints either. You must be conquerors through Him who hath loved you, if  conquerors at all. Our laurels must grow among His olives in Gethsemane.

Sermon Note
· What?



More than conquerors

· Who?



We are

· When?



In all these things

· How?



Through Him that loved us.

Billy Graham 

So many Christians live defeated lives. Perhaps it is because of some of the language that has crept into our vocabulary. Our intentions are good when we talk about retreats, surrendering, and such, but the Bible speaks of victory, occupation, and becoming overwhelming conquerors. The language is the vocabulary of war. Only victorious armies occupy and conquer. Vanquished armies surrender and retreat. We sin Onward Christian soldiers, marching as to war, but so often when Satan mounts an attack against us we behave as if we are prisoners of war, or worse, conscientious objectors. But as Christians, we don't have to live defeated lives. God wants us to live victorious lives, lives, that are constantly conquering sin. There is only one way to have victory over sin. That is to be so closely walking with Christ that sin no more abounds in your life, that sin becomes the exception with you rather than the rule as it was before.

Discover what it is to walk in the way of Christ. Know what a thrilling experience it is to wake up every morning and sense His presence! Realize what a joyous experience it is at sunset to know the peace of God, and then as you retire, to sleep as only those can sleep who know Christ! If you determine to walk with Christ and then do it, you will be amazed at the strength He gives you to overcome sin. In that day you, too, will be more than a conqueror through Him who loves you.

More Than Conquerors:
· We are to be conquerors.

· We are conquerors in the midst of suffering.

· We are more than conquerors.

· We are more than conquerors through Him.

8:38
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,  

8:38 Powers are unseen forces of evil in the universe, forces like Satan and his fallen angels (see Ephes. 6:12). In Christ we are super-conquerors, and his love will protect us from any such forces.
Peter Abilard (1079-1142)

Our redemption through the sufferings of Christ is that deeper love within us which not only frees us from slavery to sin, but also secures for us the true liberty of the children of God, in order that we might do all things out of love rather than out of fear; love for him who has shown us such grace that no greater grace can be found.
Love of God
Nature of It

God is love, so that in manifesting His love He manifests Himself. Herein is love. Yes, herein is God. Not that we loved Him, but that He loved us. Behold, what love!

Channel of It

He is the mediator between God and men, the ladder that reaches from earth to heaven. In Him was manifested the love of God toward us that we might live through Him.

Objects of It

He loved us and gave Himself for us. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Us, even when we were dead in trespasses and sin.

Power of It

The trifling things of this world may be allowed at times to separate our love from Him, but, bless His Holy Name, nothing can separate from His love. His love is stronger than death.

Assurance of It

Having the love of God shed abroad in our hearts, and going on living day by day as those who believe in the infinite and everlasting love of God, this is the secret of a restful, joyful, contented life.

St. Francis of Assisi (1182-1226)

Above all the grace and the gifts that Christ gives to His beloved is that of overcoming self.
Illustration
A little girl whose father had just died asked her mother where her father had gone. To be with Jesus, replied the mother. A few days later, talking to a friend, the mother said, I am so grieved to have lost my husband. The little girl heard her and, remembering what she had told her, asked, Mother, is a thing lost when you know where it is? No, of course not, said her mom. Well, then, how can Daddy be lost when he has gone to be with Jesus?

C.H. Spurgeon
Jesus is the representative man for his people. The head has triumphed, and the members share in the victory. While a man's head is above the water you cannot drown his body.

Our Daily Bread
When Gillian learned one Saturday morning that her daughter had been killed, she was plunged into despair. For 18 months she pleaded with God for help in her grief. I've been told that God is love. Why won't He show me His love? she wrote. Then in October 1981, Gillian experienced what she refers to as a small miracle; a tiny glow of warmth deep in my soul, which grew to an all-consuming love, the love of Jesus. Dear Jesus, she said, my search to find You has led me down many paths, but when the right time came You showed me the way. Gillian's search ended when she found Christ as her Savior, but her need for Him had only begun. A few months later, her husband started having an affair. Their 20 year marriage eventually ended in divorce. I've failed many times, she wrote, but I know God's love for me is real, and I hold on to the knowledge that I am loved by Him.

The Apostle Paul came to know God's love on the road to Damascus (Acts 9). And over the years he too found it to be unfailing. Nothing else could account for the amazing words he penned in today's Scripture reading. Are you searching for God's unfailing love? It's available if you will seek Him with all your heart.

William Barclay

To Jesus religion was service. It was love of God and love of men. Ritual was irrelevant compared with love in action. To Jesus the most important thing in the world was not the correct performance of a ritual, but the spontaneous answer to the cry of human need.
'The Best Is Yet To Be'

I am persuaded that neither death nor life . . . shall be able to separate us from the love of God. --Romans 8:38-39

Oswald Chambers loved the poetry of Robert Browning and often quoted a phrase from the poem Rabbi Ben Ezra: "The best is yet to be, the last of life for which the first was made. Our times are in His hand."

As principal of the Bible Training College in London from 1911 to 1915, Chambers often said that the school's initials, B.T.C., also stood for "Better To Come." He believed that the future was always bright with possibility because of Christ. In a letter to former students written during the dark days of World War I, Chambers said, "Whatever transpires, it is ever 'the best is yet to be.'"

For the Christian, this is certainly true when we think about going to heaven. But can we believe that our remaining days on earth will be better than the past? If our hope is centered in Christ, the answer is a resounding yes!

The apostle Paul concluded the stirring 8th chapter of Romans with the assurance that nothing in the present or the future can separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (vv.38-39). Because we are held in God's unchanging love, we can experience deeper fellowship with Him, no matter what difficulties come our way.

In Christ, "the best is yet to be."  
You can be confident about tomorrow

if you walk with God today.

C.H. Spurgeon
Someone asked me the other day, What persuasion are you of? and the answer was, I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

8:39
nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Study Note

The impregnable security which belongs to the believer is based on the unfailing love of God our Father. Our assurance is what we believe about this position in Christ. Here in Romans, Paul concludes the major section on Justification and sanctification with great Hallelujah Chorus. Every conceivable enemy is contemplated: most extreme changes of condition; most potent orders of beings in universe; possibilities of times; everything that is involved in space; anything and everything!

This security of salvation: Permits no Separation. It is who, not what, shall separate us? Satan, who works through these things. It is a separation from the love of Christ. This would mean spiritual death. If the believer's destiny is moored to his own feelings, then he has a frail and changeable anchor; if it is moored to his behavior, he has fluctuating security. The how of this separation reads like a biography of Paul's life. But he says we are ready for anything.

Security of Salvation: Makes us More than Conquerors. How can sheep ready for the slaughter be more than conquerors? This is another paradox of the Christian faith. Not only do we tread on foes and spoil them, but we find them as a means of spiritual gain. The source of this conquest is through Him. It is not our heroism. The victory is His.

Such security gives us Full Persuasion. Hanson, ocean explorer of years ago, would let out line to touch the bottom, and when he ran out of line he would record it as: Deeper than that!

Love of God:

· Unmerited


(in its object)

· Unsought

(in its action)

· Universal

(in its offer)

· Unbounded

(in its work)

· Unknown

(in its fullness)

· Unbroken

(in its ministry)

· Unending

(in its character)

Illustration
A Sunday school teacher asked if any scholar recollected an instance in Scripture of anyone making a bad bargain. I do, replied a boy. Esau made a bad bargain when he sold his birthright for a mess of pottage. A second said, Judas made a bad bargain when he sold his Lord for thirty pieces of silver. A third replied, Ananias and Saphira made a bad bargain when they sold their land and then told Peter a falsehood about it. A fourth observed, Our Lord tells us that he makes a bad bargain who, to gain the whole world, loses his own soul.

Love of God:

· Inextinguishable

(in its flame of affection)

· Inexhaustible

(in its flow of supply)

· Indefatigable

(in its attention to service)

· Indispensable

(in its sustenance of grace)

· Instant

(in its readiness of help)

· Immutable

(in its unchangeable character)

· Inseparable

(in its strength of holding)

C. H. Spurgeon

For which blessed be the name of the adorable Trinity, world without end!

Blessed, forever blessed, be his holy name! Amen.

Paul had good reason for being persuaded that there was no separation for those for whom there was no condemnation, may we be among them by God’s grace! Amen.

Halleluiah! Blessed be his name.

OPEN IT
01. How do you explain why bad things happen to nice people?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02. What causes people to lose their faith in God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

EXPLORE IT
03. How does God work in all the situations and events of a person's life? (8:28)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04. For whom does God promise to work all things for good? (8:28)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05. Who is our ultimate example? (8:29)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06. How does God seek to change His people? (8:29)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07. What does God want each person to become? (8:29)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08. What has God done to make people what He wants them to be? (8:30)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09. What made Paul confident that God takes care of His people? (8:31-32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10. Why should we feel confident that God is not against us or condemning us? (8:31-34)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11. Where is Jesus Christ right now? (8:34)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12. What possible tragedies or hardships are unable to separate us from the love of Christ? (8:35-39)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13. What kind of persecutions have God's people often faced? (8:36)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14. How are God's people to respond to persecutions and tragedies? (8:37)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15. What gives God's people the ability to respond in triumph to persecution? (8:37)

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

GET IT
16. How can God produce good results out of bad situations?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17. What is God's intention and plan for each Christian?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18. In what practical ways can each of us be like Christ?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19. How can we be sure God really loves us?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20. What can Christians expect God to do for them?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21. How important should the opinions of others be to a Christian?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22. How can a person be sure that bad times aren't a signal of God's displeasure with him or her?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23. What gives Christians confidence as they go through hard times?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24. In what situations do you need God's conquering power?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

25. How have you experienced God's never-ending love in your life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

APPLY IT
26. How can you commit your difficult circumstances to God this week?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

27. How can you show trust in God to work out your circumstances for good?

___________________________________

___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________




