GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
Chapter 5


5:1
And when He saw the multitudes, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.  

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him,  

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and when he was set, his disciples came unto him:  

5:1ff Matthew 5-7 is called the Sermon on the Mount because Jesus gave it on a hillside near Capernaum. This “sermon” probably covered several days of preaching. In it, Jesus proclaimed his attitude toward the law. Position, authority, and money are not important in his kingdom—what matters is faithful obedience from the heart. The Sermon on the Mount challenged the proud and legalistic religious leaders of the day. It called them back to the messages of the Old Testament prophets who, like Jesus, taught that heartfelt obedience is more important than legalistic observance.

5:1-2 Enormous crowds were following Jesus—he was the talk of the town, and everyone wanted to see him. The disciples, who were the closest associates of this popular man, were certainly tempted to feel important, proud, and possessive. Being with Jesus gave them not only prestige, but also opportunity for receiving money and power.

The crowds were gathering once again. But before speaking to them, Jesus pulled his disciples aside and warned them about the temptations they would face as his associates. Don’t expect fame and fortune, Jesus was saying, but mourning, hunger, and persecution. Nevertheless, Jesus assured his disciples, they would be rewarded—but perhaps not in this life. There may be times when following Jesus will bring us great popularity. If we don’t live by Jesus’ words in this sermon, we will find ourselves using God’s message only to promote our personal interests.

TODAY IN THE WORD
In Poor Richard’s Almanac Benjamin Franklin observed, “Poverty often deprives a man of all spirit and virtue.” Jesus, though, said that poverty can be a path to blessing–if it is the right kind of poverty. Material poverty in itself is not a blessing. The author of Proverbs asked God to give him “neither poverty nor riches” (Prov. 30:8). Nor are the poor inherently more (or less) virtuous than the rich. 

This month we will look at the Sermon on the Mount, an extended sermon by Jesus recorded in Matthew 5–7. As we’ll see, Jesus turns many of the preconceived notions of how to relate to others and to God on their head. These words, surely challenging to Jesus’ hearers, are no less challenging and encouraging to us today. We will be studying these “Jesus Rules” to see how our lives can line up more closely with what He requires. 

Jesus opened the Sermon on the Mount with a series of declarations beginning with the phrase “Blessed are . . .” These have been called the Beatitudes, a description taken from the Latin word for blessed. In this opening Beatitude of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus pronounces a blessing upon the “poor in spirit” (Matt. 5:3). He uses the metaphor of poverty to help us understand the spiritual precondition for God’s blessing. But what did He mean when He spoke of poverty of spirit? 

Throughout the Bible the term spirit refers to a person’s inmost being (Prov. 20:27; cf. 1 Cor. 2:11). Poverty of spirit has to do with our sense of self. It is the awareness that, where God is concerned, we suffer from a deficit of righteousness. 

C. H. Spurgeon

You notice that the Preacher sat down, and that his disciples stood around him. If you find it somewhat warm and trying to-night, remember that you have the best of it, for you sit while the speaker stands. 
Concerning our Lord, we read: “When he was set, his disciples came unto him:”

MULTITUDE


Excitement is not always wise.  
 Mark 6:45


Fed by Christ.  
 Luke 9:10-17


Attitudes toward need, resources.  
 Mark 6:35-41


Compassion, evangelism.  
 Mark 8:1-9


Followed Christ by the thousands.  
 Luke 8:4


Why multitudes followed Christ.  
 Matthew 20:29

Follow Me to the:

· Manger

of humility

· Nazareth
of ministry

· Jordan

of surrender

· Wilderness
of temptation

· Mount

of instruction

· Place

of transfiguration

· Field

of service

· Garden 
of Gethsemane

· Cross

of Calvary

· Tomb

of resurrection

· Throne

of ascension

· Hope

of glory

Disciple

A student, sometimes applied to the followers of John the Baptist and the followers of Christ. 
A disciple of Christ is one who:

· Believes his doctrine, 

· Rests on his sacrifice, 

· Imbibes his spirit, and 

· Imitates his example.

Local’s View: “Just Mountain”

An artist who wanted a home among the Taconic Hills of Vermont was talking the matter over with a farmer who allowed that he had a good house for sale.

“I must have a good view.” said the artist. “Is there a good view?”

“Well,” drawled the farmer, “from the front porch yuh kin see Ed Snow’s barn, but beyond that there ain’t nothin’ but a bunch of mountains.”

C. H. Spurgeon

For that was the mode of Eastern teaching,

They made the inner ring around him, and others gathered around them.

TODAY IN THE WORD
In Poor Richard’s Almanac Benjamin Franklin observed, “Poverty often deprives a man of all spirit and virtue.” Jesus, though, said that poverty can be a path to blessing–if it is the right kind of poverty. Material poverty in itself is not a blessing. The author of Proverbs asked God to give him “neither poverty nor riches” (Prov. 30:8). Nor are the poor inherently more (or less) virtuous than the rich. 

This month we will look at the Sermon on the Mount, an extended sermon by Jesus recorded in Matthew 5–7. As we’ll see, Jesus turns many of the preconceived notions of how to relate to others and to God on their head. These words, surely challenging to Jesus’ hearers, are no less challenging and encouraging to us today. We will be studying these “Jesus Rules” to see how our lives can line up more closely with what He requires. 

Jesus opened the Sermon on the Mount with a series of declarations beginning with the phrase “Blessed are . . .” These have been called the Beatitudes, a description taken from the Latin word for blessed. In this opening Beatitude of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus pronounces a blessing upon the “poor in spirit” (Matt. 5:3). He uses the metaphor of poverty to help us understand the spiritual precondition for God’s blessing. But what did He mean when He spoke of poverty of spirit? 

Throughout the Bible the term spirit refers to a person’s inmost being (Prov. 20:27; cf. 1 Cor. 2:11). Poverty of spirit has to do with our sense of self. It is the awareness that, where God is concerned, we suffer from a deficit of righteousness. 

C. H. Spurgeon

Our Savior soon gathered a congregation. The multitudes perceived in him a love to them, and a willingness to impart blessing to them, and therefore they gathered about him. He chose the mountain and the open air for the delivery of this great discourse, and we should be glad to find such a place for our assemblies; but in this variable climate we cannot often do so.

“And when he was set.” The Preacher sat, and the people stood. We might make a helpful change if we were sometimes to adopt a similar plan now. I am afraid that ease of posture may contribute to the creation of slumber of heart in the hearers. 
There Christ sat, and “his disciples came  unto him.”

They formed the inner circle that was ever nearest to him, and to them he imparted his choicest secrets, but he also spoke to the multitude, and therefore it is said that “he opened his mouth,” as well he might when there were such great truths to proceed from it, and so vast a crowd to hear them: “He opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,”

5:2
And opening His mouth He began to teach them, saying,  

and he began to teach them, saying:

And he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,  

C. H. Spurgeon

Perhaps someone says, “He could not have taught them without opening his mouth” I have found that a great many try to teach without opening their mouths; but the earnest preacher speaks with all his might. 
So did Jesus in the open air on the mountain side: “He opened his mouth, and taught them.” Such grand things as he had to say ought to come from open portals, so he mumbled not, but” opened his mouth, and taught them, saying,”

Webster's Epitaph

Daniel Webster's testimony to his belief in Jesus Christ may be seen and read by anyone who cares to visit Marshfield, Massachusetts, and the burial place of the great statesman. He lies buried half a mile back of his house, by the side of his wife and three children. His tomb is entirely unpretentious, being of rough granite with a sod roof.

Webster dictated his own epitaph on the day before his death. It is as follows:

Daniel Webster,

Born January 18, 1782,

Died Oct. 24, 1852.

Philosophical argument, especially that drawn from the vastness, in comparison with the apparent insignificance of this globe, had sometimes shaken my reasons for the faith which is in me. But my heart has always assured and reassured me that the gospel of Jesus Christ must be a divine reality. The Sermon on the Mount cannot be a mere human production. This belief enters into the very depths of my conscience. The whole history of man proves it.

Oswald Chambers

Wherever Christianity has ceased to be vigorous it is because it has become Christian ethics instead of the Christian evangel. People will listen more readily to an exposition of the Sermon on the Mount than they will to the meaning of the Cross; but they forget that to preach the Sermon on the Mount apart from the Cross is to preach an impossibility. What is the good of telling me to love my enemies and that “Blessed are the pure in heart’? You may talk like that to further orders, but it does not amount to anything. Jesus Christ did not come to teach men to be or do any of these things: He did not come primarily to teach, He came to make a man the possessor of His own disposition, the disposition portrayed in the Sermon on the Mount.

The Sermon on the Mount is not a set of principles to be obeyed apart from identification with Jesus Christ. The Sermon on the Mount is a statement of the life we will live when the Holy Spirit is getting His way with us.

Sermon Note:


People
  
of teaching



Purpose
of teaching


Power 
  
of teaching


Place 
  
of teaching

C. H. Spurgeon

Chrysostom says that he taught them even when he did not open his mouth; his very silence was instructive. But when he did open his mouth, what streams of wisdom flowed forth! He “taught them.” He did not open his mouth to make an oration, lie was a Teacher, so his aim was to teach those who came to him; and his ministers best follow their Lord’s example when they keep to the vein of teaching. The pulpit is not the place for the display of oratory and eloquence, but for real instruction: “He opened his mouth, and taught them,”

Good Versus Great Teacher

A number of years ago, a John Hopkins University professor asked his graduate students to locate 200 boys, ages 12-16, and research their backgrounds. The assignment then was to predict the future of these boys.

The students were sent to the slum area of the city to find the boys. The conclusion reached by the graduate students was that 90% of those researched would spend time in jail.

Some 25 years later, John Hopkins University sent the researchers into the slum area again. They were able to locate 180 of the original 200. What they found amazed them. Only four had ever been to jail!

When the researchers began to ask this question, they found that they were getting the same answer, “Well, there was this teacher...”

The graduate students traced down the teacher, now living in a retirement home, and inquired about her remarkable influence over a group of boys who were headed for a life of crime. She really could not think of any reason why she would have this kind of influence.

She did mention that “...she truly loved her students.”

What is the difference between a good teacher and great teacher? One word: Love!

C. H. Spurgeon

The Old Testament closes with the word “curse.” The New Testament begins here, in the preaching of Christ, with the word “Blessed.” He has changed the curse into a blessing: “Blessed”

5:3
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  


"Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

5:3-5 Jesus began his sermon with words that seem to contradict each other. But God’s way of living usually contradicts the world’s. If you want to live for God you must be ready to say and do what seems strange to the world. You must be willing to give when others take, to love when others hate, to help when others abuse. By giving up your own rights in order to serve others, you will one day receive everything God has in store for you.

5:3-12 There are at least four ways to understand the Beatitudes. 

· They are a code of ethics for the disciples and a standard of conduct for all believers. 

· They contrast kingdom values (what is eternal) with worldly values (what is temporary). 

· They contrast the superficial “faith” of the Pharisees with the real faith Christ wants. 

· They show how the Old Testament expectations will be fulfilled in the new kingdom. 

These beatitudes are not multiple choice—pick what you like and leave the rest. They must be taken as a whole. They describe what we should be like as Christ’s followers.

5:3-12 Each beatitude tells how to be blessed. “Blessed” means more than happiness. It implies the fortunate or enviable state of those who are in God’s kingdom. The Beatitudes don’t promise laughter, pleasure, or earthly prosperity. To Jesus, “blessed” means the experience of hope and joy, independent of outward circumstances. To find hope and joy, the deepest form of happiness, follow Jesus no matter what the cost.

5:3-12 With Jesus’ announcement that the kingdom was near (Matthew 4:17), people were naturally asking, “How do I qualify to be in God’s kingdom?” Jesus said that God’s kingdom is organized differently from worldly kingdoms. In the kingdom of heaven, wealth and power and authority are unimportant. Kingdom people seek different blessings and benefits, and they have different attitudes. Are your attitudes a carbon copy of the world’s selfishness, pride, and lust for power, or do they reflect the humility and self-sacrifice of Jesus, your King?

TODAY IN THE WORD

Leonard Bernstein, the late conductor of the New York Philharmonic orchestra, was once asked to name the most difficult instrument to play. Without hesitation, he replied, ""The second fiddle. I can get plenty of first violinists, but to find someone who can play the second fiddle with enthusiasm--that's a problem. And if we have no second fiddle, we have no harmony."" 

A spirit of genuine humility, or what Jesus called meekness in today's text (v. 5), has been a rare quality in every age. Most of us are taught from childhood that being ""second fiddle"" isn't quite good enough. The lesser place, the back seat, or the supporting role is not a sought-after position. 

But in God's kingdom, humility is one of the spiritual qualities that leads to genuine blessedness or happiness. We call these early verses of Matthew 5, which list such traits, the Beatitudes (taken from the Latin word for ""blessed""). We will examine this famous passage this weekend as we consider Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. As we will discover, the values of Jesus' kingdom are radically opposed to the values of the world. 

Humility is the proper response of those who recognize that they are ""poor in spirit"" (v. 3). Poverty of spirit is a prerequisite for God's blessing. What does this phrase mean? It refers to a heart-attitude of empty-handedness, of coming before the Lord without one plea. Even after we have experienced God's grace in salvation, being poor in spirit still suits us, for we can do nothing apart from Christ (John 15:5). 

The second Beatitude, mourning, complements the first (v. 4). People who see their spiritual poverty are most inclined to mourn over their sins and failures. How much more blessed it is to experience ""godly sorrow"" (2 Cor. 7:10) over our sins and find forgiveness than to ignore them and feel eternal sorrow at God's judgment!

C. H. Spurgeon

“Blessed are the poor in spirit:” not those who boast themselves of spiritual riches and personal goodness, but the lowly, the meek, the trembling, the humble, the poor in spirit, “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

The Pursuit Of Happiness

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. —Matthew 5:3 

Everyone is looking for happiness, and people follow many avenues trying to find it. They look for it in money, parties, self-improvement programs, fancy cars, luxurious homes, or promoting a cause.

That's the wrong list. The right one is found in Matthew 5. Jesus taught us that deep and lasting happiness comes from being right with God. He said we are blessed, or happy, when we are:

· Poor in spirit—recognizing our desperate need for God.

· Mourning—realizing the awfulness of sin and being genuinely sorry for it.

· Meek—demonstrating self-control, even when we are mistreated.

· Hungry and thirsty for righteousness—longing to be holy and pure.

· Merciful—showing mercy to others, just as God shows mercy to us.

· Pure in heart—being single-minded and sincere in our devotion to Christ.

· Peacemakers—sharing the peace Christ offers, and promoting peace with one another.

· Persecuted—being willing to suffer for Jesus' sake.


Looking for happiness? Follow Jesus' way.


Happiness depends on what you are,

not on what you have.

R. C. Sproul

Humility is a prerequisite for worship. That was true for the Jews under the old dispensation and it is true for we who live under the new covenant today. In fact, this characteristic is so integral to the Christian life that it is the first thing Jesus teaches in His Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for there is the kingdom of heaven.” If you wish to be blessed, to be happy in the true sense of the word, then you must be poor in spirit.

To be poor in spirit means to be empty of oneself. It is to be humble, and lowly in our own eyes. The Scriptures usually portray the poor as those who are humble. Though this might not always be the case, it is common, especially in the Proverbs, to contrast the poor (the lowly) with those who are wealthy. This is because those who are wealthy are filled with things, and it is very difficult for them to be humble. But those who are members in Christ’s kingdom are poured out, emptied of worldly dependence and pride.

Those who are poor in spirit are willing to make themselves nothing for the sake of Christ. They’re willing to be called names, to be ridiculed, to be trampled underfoot for the sake of Christ’s name. Only those who have come to realize that they are nothing compared to God, and that they deserve only punishment and judgment at His hand, can be poor in spirit. They see themselves for what they are and realize that they are but a breath.

The poor in spirit also realize that they have nothing in themselves that warrants salvation. They cannot depend on their own righteousness to be saved. And they cannot trust in their own strength to overcome the obstacles, trials, afflictions, and temptations of life. They are poor in spirit, which means they trust not in themselves or in anything that they are able to offer, but they trust entirely in Christ. Matthew Henry writes, “The foundation of all other graces is laid in humility. Those who would build high must begin low.”

In truth, those who begin low will receive the kingdom of heaven. They will be exalted into Christ’s kingdom and given a place of honor. Those who are willing to go last will be accepted first, and those who are willing to be the lowest will be raised to the highest station. They will be co-heirs in the kingdom of Christ, honored and blessed.
Oswald Chambers

When we first read the statements of Jesus, they seem wonderfully simple and unstartling, and they sink unnoticed into our subconscious minds. For instance, the Beatitudes initially seem to be merely soothing and beautiful precepts for overly spiritual and seemingly useless people, but of very little practical use in the rigid, fast-paced workdays of the world in which we live. We soon find, however, that the Beatitudes contain the "dynamite" of the Holy Spirit. And they "explode" when the circumstances of our lives cause them to do so. When the Holy Spirit brings to our remembrance one of the Beatitudes, we say, "What a startling statement that is!" Then we must decide whether or not we will accept the tremendous spiritual upheaval that will be produced in our circumstances if we obey His words. That is the way the Spirit of God works. We do not need to be born again to apply the Sermon on the Mount literally. The literal interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount is as easy as child's play. But the interpretation by the Spirit of God as He applies our Lord's statements to our circumstances is the strict and difficult work of a saint.

The teachings of Jesus are all out of proportion when compared to our natural way of looking at things, and they come to us initially with astonishing discomfort. We gradually have to conform our walk and conversation to the precepts of Jesus Christ as the Holy Spirit applies them to our circumstances. The Sermon on the Mount is not a set of rules and regulations -- it is a picture of the life we will live when the Holy Spirit is having His unhindered way with us.

C.H. Spurgeon

Learn this lesson: not to trust Christ because you repent, but trust Christ to make you repent’ not to come to Christ because you have a broken heart, but to come to him that he may give you a broken heart; not to come to him because you are fit to come, but to come to him because you are unfit to come. Your fitness is your unfitness. Your qualification is your lack of qualification.

Characteristics of the Godly:




Broken Spirit



(weakened and exhausted)

Penitent Spirit



(remorseful over sins)

Gentle Spirit



(tender hearted)

Thirsting Spirit



(intense desire or interest)

Compassionate Spirit


(alleviating suffering)

Pure Spirit



(absolute and perfect)

Forgiving Spirit



(excuse and pardon)
Oswald Chambers

Get into the habit of examining in the sight of God the things that sound humble before men, and you will be amazed at how staggeringly impertinent they are.” Oh, I shouldn’t like to say I am sanctified; I’m not saint.” Say that before God; and it means:” No, Lord, it is impossible for you save and sanctify me; there are chances I have not had; so many imperfections in my brain and body; no, Lord, it isn’t possible.” That may sound wonderfully humble before men, but before God it is an attitude of defiance.

Again, the things that sound humble before God may sound the opposite before men. To say, “thank God, I know I am saved and sanctified” is in the sight of God the acme of humility, it means you have so completely abandoned yourself to God that you know He is true. Never bother your head as to whether what you say sounds humble before men or not, but always be humble before God, and let Him be all in all.

there is only one relationship that matters, and that is your personal relationship to a personal Redeemer and Lord. Let everything else go, but maintain that at all costs, and God will fulfill His purpose through your life. One individual life may be of priceless value to God’s purposes, and yours maybe that life.

Highway to Heaven!

Highway to Hell!


Poor in Spirit




(arrogant)



Those Who Mourn



(smirk)

The Gentle




(brutal)

Thirst For Righteousness


(sin seekers)

The Merciful




(cold blooded)

Pure In Heart




(black heart)

The Peacemakers



(war maker)

The Persecuted




(persecutors)
C. H. Spurgeon

This is a paradox that puzzles many, for the poor in spirit often seem to have nothing; yet they have the kingdom of heaven, so they have everything, lie who thinks the least of himself is the man of whom God thinks the most. You are not poor in God’s sight if you are poor in spirit.

Our Daily Bread

On a scale of 1 to 10, how would we rate the condition of our spiritual life? Even though we may desire to please the Lord, our efforts are so inadequate, our motives often selfish, our faithfulness questionable. No matter how much we do, we fall so far short! 

Perhaps these thoughts will encourage you: First, remember how God sees us. Because of Christ's work on the cross, we are completely forgiven and perfect in His sight. 

But then there's our present love-trust relationship with Christ. Perhaps we see ourselves as a meager "1." We can still please God, though, if our attitude is right. He knows we're not capable of perfect performance, but He expects the right attitude of heart. Jesus didn't say, "Blessed are those who achieve their potential and never make a mistake." He said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, . . . those who mourn, . . . the meek." We may have just made a mess of our life, and there may be painful consequences to pay, but we can still please the Lord if we repent and humbly confess our sin. 

Because we are in Christ, we are always a "perfect 10." And that should motivate us whenever we get discouraged over our slow spiritual growth.
No condemnation now I dread;
I am my Lord's and He is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine.

On God's grading scale, we all rate zero without the Perfect One.

Oswald Chambers

The New Testament notices things that do not seem worthy of notice by our standards. "Blessed are the poor in spirit . . . ." This literally means, "Blessed are the paupers." Paupers are remarkably commonplace! The preaching of today tends to point out a person's strength of will or the beauty of his character -- things that are easily noticed. The statement we so often hear, "Make a decision for Jesus Christ," places the emphasis on something our Lord never trusted. He never asks us to decide for Him, but to yield to Him -- something very different. 
At the foundation of Jesus Christ's kingdom is the genuine loveliness of those who are commonplace. I am truly blessed in my poverty. If I have no strength of will and a nature without worth or excellence, then Jesus says to me, "Blessed are you, because it is through your poverty that you can enter My kingdom." I cannot enter His kingdom by virtue of my goodness -- I can only enter it as an absolute pauper.

The true character of the loveliness that speaks for God is always unnoticed by the one possessing that quality. Conscious influence is prideful and unchristian. If I wonder if I am being of any use to God, I instantly lose the beauty and the freshness of the touch of the Lord. "He who believes in Me . . . out of his heart will flow rivers of living water" (John 7:38). And if I examine the outflow, I lose the touch of the Lord.

Who are the people who have influenced us most? Certainly not the ones who thought they did, but those who did not have even the slightest idea that they were influencing us. In the Christian life, godly influence is never conscious of itself. If we are conscious of our influence, it ceases to have the genuine loveliness which is characteristic of the touch of Jesus. We always know when Jesus is at work because He produces in the commonplace something that is inspiring.

Illustration

An old godly writer names Flavel, has given us wise words on this matter. He said, “When God intends to fill a soul He first makes it empty; when He intends to enrich a soul He first makes it poor; when He intends to exalt a soul,  He first makes it sensible of its own miseries, wants and nothingness.

Oswald Chambers

Beware of thinking of our Lord as only a teacher. If Jesus Christ is only a teacher, then all He can do is frustrate me by setting a standard before me I cannot attain. What is the point of presenting me with such a lofty ideal if I cannot possibly come close to reaching it? I would be happier if I never knew it. What good is there in telling me to be what I can never be -- to be "pure in heart" (5:8), to do more than my duty, or to be completely devoted to God? I must know Jesus Christ as my Savior before His teaching has any meaning for me other than that of a lofty ideal which only leads to despair. But when I am born again by the Spirit of God, I know that Jesus Christ did not come only to teach -- He came to make me what He teaches I should be. The redemption means that Jesus Christ can place within anyone the same nature that ruled His own life, and all the standards God gives us are based on that nature.

The teaching of the Sermon on the Mount produces a sense of despair in the natural man -- exactly what Jesus means for it to do. As long as we have some self-righteous idea that we can carry out our Lord's teaching, God will allow us to continue until we expose our own ignorance by stumbling over some obstacle in our way. Only then are we willing to come to Him as paupers and receive from Him. "Blessed are the poor in spirit . . . ." This is the first principle in the kingdom of God. The underlying foundation of Jesus Christ's kingdom is poverty, not possessions; not making decisions for Jesus, but having such a sense of absolute futility that we finally admit, "Lord, I cannot even begin to do it." Then Jesus says, "Blessed are you . . ." (5:11). This is the doorway to the kingdom, and yet it takes us so long to believe that we are actually poor! The knowledge of our own poverty is what brings us to the proper place where Jesus Christ accomplishes His work.

C. H. Spurgeon

This is a gracious beginning to our Savior’s discourse, “Blessed are the poor.” None ever considered the poor as Jesus did, but here he is speaking of a poverty of spirit, a lowliness of heart, an absence of self-esteem.

Where that kind of spirit is found, it is sweet poverty: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

5:4
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  


Blessed are those who mourn,

        
for they will be comforted.  

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.  

TODAY IN THE WORD
A few years ago a controversial book challenged church leaders to think like marketers instead of pastors when carrying out their ministry. The author, with a background in marketing, believed the church should use the same tools secular companies use to identify the needs and interests of their customers. 

The character traits in the Sermon on the Mount, however, might cause us to question such an approach. At first glance, they do not seem very marketable. It is unlikely that mourning, meekness, and hunger are high on anyone’s list of “felt needs!” On the other hand, while Jesus was no Madison Avenue marketer, He clearly motivated those who heard His message. He promised that each of these characteristics would bring a corresponding blessing in the kingdom of God. 

The connection between present character and future blessing in the Sermon on the Mount underscores a basic difference between Christ’s value system and ours. We tend to be interested in immediate gratification. Jesus emphasizes that true happiness is found in ultimate gratification. We would be content with whatever pleases us in the here and now. Christ has provided something that will satisfy us for all eternity. The lifestyle described in the Sermon on the Mount is lived in the present, but its ultimate rewards are reserved for the future. 

Some have seen the traits in the Sermon on the Mount as a kind of heavenly “to do” list that must be fulfilled by those who wish to go to heaven. But the attributes described in these verses cannot be developed by purely human effort. Nor do we ordinarily see mourning, meekness, or hunger and thirst as desirable things. These characteristics are supernatural and are viewed as desirable only by those who recognize that they are the marks of someone whose old life has been exchanged for new life in Christ.
C. H. Spurgeon

Let them be comforted now in the prospect of future comfort. There are no mourning hearts that mourn over sin, and mourn after God, that shall be deserted by their God: “they shall be comforted.”

Dry Eyes

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. —Matthew 5:4 

I read a news report about a woman who hadn't shed a tear in 18 years. The reason for her dry eyes was physical, not emotional. Doctors said she was a victim of a rare condition called Sjogren's syndrome. For some unknown reason, antibodies attacked her tear glands as if they were undesirable foreign organisms.

This reminds me of a spiritual problem among the people of God—people who should and could cry, but don't. They need to learn what Jesus meant when He said, "Blessed are those who mourn" (Matthew 5:4).

Sometimes we think tears are a sign of weakness. But if this were the case, why did Jesus cry? (Luke 19:41). Why did James tell Christians to weep over their sins? (James 4:9).

True, people differ in the way they express their emotions. But literal tears aren't the real issue. What's important is the attitude of the heart. The real issue is how deeply we sense the implications of our sins. Are we filled with Godly sorrow? Are we pained by the tragic consequences our sin creates in our relationships with others? I'm not talking about putting on a phony show of sorrow, but do we feel some of the same sorrow God feels about evil? Are we willing to turn from it? Or do we have dry eyes? 
Indifference to evil is a great evil.

R. C. Sproul

This would have seemed a strange blessing to the Jews who were exiled to Babylon. It seems like a contradiction. How can those who are mourning be blessed? Doesn’t blessing involve things like prospering, happiness, and success? The ideas of blessing and mourning just don’t seem to go together. And y et, Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn.” What exactly did He mean by this statement?

There is a sinful type of mourning that does not resemble the kind Jesus is talking about here. Sinful mourning is a despairing melancholy and a grief that will not be consoled. Those who dive into the depths of despair and wallow in their pain do not find blessedness. They find only more despair and more hopelessness.

There is another kind of mourning that touches on matters of the heart or the soul. It sometimes is called godly sorrow. It is sorrow for sin. Blessed are those who live a life of repentance, who recognize their sin for what it is, who grieve and lament over the corruption of their hearts, and who confess their transgressions against the Lord. Those who mourn out of regard for God’s honor mourn over their sin and the sin of others. They “sigh and cry over all the abominations.” They truly grieve over sin because they are sensitive to the dishonor it brings on the name of Christ.

The promise given to those who mourn is that they will be comforted. Once again we quote Matthew Henry, who says, “Heaven will be heaven indeed to those who go mourning thither; it will be a harvest of joy, the return of seed-time of tears. Jesus promises that those who mourn over their sin and who suffer in this life will know the comfort of His love. They will find refuge in the shelter of His grace and in the shadow of His mercy. Though they walk through a vale of tears, they will reach the mountain of joy where Christ is king.
Oswald Chambers

There is a type of suffering caused because we do not wee the way out. A man may say that the basis of things is rational: “Get to the bottom of things and you will find it all simple and easy of explanation” well, that simply is not true. The basis of things is not rational, but tragic, and when you enter the domain of suffering and sorrow you find that reason and logic are your guide amongst things as they are, but nothing more. Is it rational that I should be born with a heredity over which I have no control? Is it rational that nations that are nominally Christian should be at war? the basis of things is tragic, and the only way out is through the Redemption. Many a man in mental stress of weather is driven to utter what sounds like blasphemy, and yet he may be nearer God than in his complacent acceptance of beliefs that have never been tried. Never be afraid of the man who seems to you to talk blasphemously, he is up against problems you may never have met with; instead of being wrathful, be patient with him. The man to be afraid of is the one who is indifferent, what morality he has got is well within his own grasp, and Jesus Christ is of no account at all.

There are gems of wondrous brightness ofttimes lying at our feet,

And we pass them walking thoughtless down the busy, crowded street,
If we knew, our pace would slacken, we would step more oft with care,

Lest our careless feet be treading to the earth some jewel rare.

If we knew what hearts are aching for the comforts we might bring,

If we knew what souls are yearning for the sunshine we could fling,
If we knew what feet are weary walking pathways roughly laid,

We would quickly hasten forward stretching forth our hands to aid.

If we knew what friends around us feel a want they never tell,

That some word which we have spoken, pained or wounded where it fell,
We would speak in accents tender to each friend we chanced to meet,

We would give to each one freely smiles of sympathy so sweet.

C. H. Spurgeon

There is a blessing which often goes with mourning itself; but when the sorrow is of a spiritual sort,-mourning for sin,-then is it blest indeed.

Holy Spirit And Bed Quilt

A little lad, whose mother was prevented from going with him to church because of illness, asked her little son about the sermon which he had heard.

“What did the preacher preach about?” she asked him, and he gave the surprising answer: “The preacher said God was going to send us an extra ‘bed quilt.’ ”

Surprised, the poor mother asked if he remembered the text and he replied. “The preacher said ‘He shall give you another comforter.’ ” (John 14:16)

We smile at the simplicity of the lad but there is an analogy between the work of the Holy Spirit and a bed quilt. He bestows warmth and rest. He can keep us warm in our service and protect us from becoming cold and indifferent. The Comforter promotes a refreshing sleep, and renews our sense of security and safety. As we are led by the Holy Spirit to do the will of God, we alone can know the peace of God.

TODAY IN THE WORD
A few years ago a controversial book challenged church leaders to think like marketers instead of pastors when carrying out their ministry. The author, with a background in marketing, believed the church should use the same tools secular companies use to identify the needs and interests of their customers. 

The character traits in the Sermon on the Mount, however, might cause us to question such an approach. At first glance, they do not seem very marketable. It is unlikely that mourning, meekness, and hunger are high on anyone’s list of “felt needs!” On the other hand, while Jesus was no Madison Avenue marketer, He clearly motivated those who heard His message. He promised that each of these characteristics would bring a corresponding blessing in the kingdom of God. 

The connection between present character and future blessing in the Sermon on the Mount underscores a basic difference between Christ’s value system and ours. We tend to be interested in immediate gratification. Jesus emphasizes that true happiness is found in ultimate gratification. We would be content with whatever pleases us in the here and now. Christ has provided something that will satisfy us for all eternity. The lifestyle described in the Sermon on the Mount is lived in the present, but its ultimate rewards are reserved for the future. 

Some have seen the traits in the Sermon on the Mount as a kind of heavenly “to do” list that must be fulfilled by those who wish to go to heaven. But the attributes described in these verses cannot be developed by purely human effort. Nor do we ordinarily see mourning, meekness, or hunger and thirst as desirable things. These characteristics are supernatural and are viewed as desirable only by those who recognize that they are the marks of someone whose old life has been exchanged for new life in Christ.

5:5
"Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.  


Blessed are the meek,

        
for they will inherit the earth.  

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.  

C. H. Spurgeon

They do in the truest sense enjoy even this life; their contented spirit makes them monarchs. The great man, with all his wealth, is often uneasy with a craving ambition for more; but the quiet spirits of God’s people find a kingdom everywhere. The mountains and the valleys belong really to him who can, with happy eye, look upon them, and then lift his face to heaven, and feel, “My Father made them all.”

R. C. Sproul

The “meek” are those who submit themselves to God in humble reliance upon Him and in reverence of His authority. They submit themselves to His Word, His commands, and His discipline. By contrast, the proud and self-reliant do not bow to the will of God; rather they exert their own will in any given situation. They do not have meekness toward their Sovereign and, hence, they do not have meekness toward their fellow men. They aren’t like those described in Titus 3:2, who are gentle toward all men.

The “meek” can bear provocation without being inflamed by it. They either remain silent or return a soft answer to harsh words. They have the capacity, because they know who they are before God and submit to His will; to be cool when others are hot. They are like Jesus, who is described as a silent sheep who went before His enemies without defending Himself and without lashing out against the injustices that were being leveled against Him. He bore a humble, meek spirit, and laid down His life without protest.

How many of us can say that we are meek in this way? How quick we are to defend ourselves, to lash out at others who have hurt us, to protect our own hearts against the attacks of others. We frequently fail to be meek because we are thinking of ourselves first. Our natural inclination is to put the wall up and bring out the cannons. But the Lord has commanded us to be meek, to put ourselves last, to be humble and gentle before Him and before men, even before those who are hurtful and unjust. He commands us to be a people who would rather forgive than seek revenge, who find freedom and happiness in showing mercy rather than contempt.

The blessing received by those who have such a posture is to inherit the earth. When we think of being rulers, of inheriting a kingdom, we think lofty thoughts. We think of the high and mighty, the strong, the powerful, the ingenious, the domineering. But as we saw in Isaiah, our thoughts are not God’s thoughts, and it is the meek and lowly who will inherit the earth. This inheritance is mentioned in Psalm 37:11, and speaks of health and  prosperity here and now, and of the promise of heaven, of eternal life. Blessings in heaven above and in the earth beneath are meant for the lowly, not the proud.
C. H. Spurgeon

The quiet-spirited, the gentle, the self-sacrificing,-

It looks as if they would be pushed out of the world but they shall not be, “for they shall inherit the earth.” The wolves devour the sheep, yet there are more sheep in the world than there are wolves, and the sheep, continue to multiply, and to feed in green pastures.

Why Moses Called By God

The following beautiful tradition about Moses is handed down to posterity: He led the flock of his father-in-law (cf. Exodus 3:1).

One day while he was contemplating his flock in the desert, he saw a lamb leave the herd, and run further and further away. The tender shepherd not only followed it with his eyes, but went after it. The lamb quickened his step, hopped over hill, sprang over ditches, hastening through valley and plain; the shepherd unweariedly followed its track.

At last the lamb stopped by a spring at which it eagerly quenched its thirst. Moses hastened to the spot, looked sadly at the drinking lamb, and said:

“It was thirst, then, my poor beast, which tormented thee, and drove thee from me, and I didn’t understand; now thou are faint and weary from the long, hard way, thy powers are exhausted; how then couldst thou return to thy comrades?”

After the lamb had quenched his thirst and seemed undecided what course to take Moses lifted it to his shoulder, and, bending under the heavy burden, strode back to the flock. Then he heard the voice of God calling to him, saying:

“Thou hast a tender heart for my creatures, thou are a kind, gentle shepherd to the flocks of man—thou art now called to feed the flocks of God.”

C. H. Spurgeon

They are not only poor in spirit, but they are weeping, lamenting, mourning. Worldlings are frivolous, frolicsome, light-hearted, and loving everything that is akin to mirth; yet it is not said of them, but of those that mourn, that “they shall be comforted.”

Illustration

A missionary in Jamaica was examining his school upon a certain verse. He asked a black boy this question: “Who are the meek?” The boy answered, “Those who give soft answers to rough questions.”

Matthew Henry

The meek are those who quietly submit themselves to God, to his word and to his rod, who follow his directions and comply with his designs, and are gentle towards all men; who can bear provocation without being inflamed by it; are either silent or return a soft answer; and who can show their displeasure when there is occasion for it, without being transported into any indecencies; who can be cool when others are hot; and in their patience keep possession of their own souls, when they can scarcely keep possession of anything else. They are the meek, who are rarely and hardly provoked but quickly and easily pacified; and who would rather forgive twenty injuries than revenge one, having the rule of their own spirits.

If we knew but half the troubles that our neighbor has to bear,

If we knew what caused those furrows on his brow, and kept them there,

We should surely try to cheer him in some kindly, helpful way,

And there’s be a lot more sunshine in the lives of both, today.

If we knew whose feet were standing close beside the narrow stream,

If we knew whose eyes would close soon in the sleep that has no dream,

then perhaps we’s be more tender, lighter judge, more kindly speak,

Oh, why not act as though we knew it, for life’s cords so quickly break!

Kingdom of Heaven

The sovereignty of God over the universe and includes the kingdom of heaven. It is used 72 times and the “kingdom of God” 33 times. Because the kingdom of heaven is part of the kingdom of God some things could be said of both, but there are other things said of the kingdom of God that could not be spoken of the kingdom of heaven. Eighteen contrasts between the two kingdoms.


Kingdom of Heaven


(God)

Messiah is king



(God is king)

From heaven



(in heaven and earth)

Upon earth only



(in heaven and earth)

Scope limited



(scope unlimited)

Political




Moral and spiritual


(future)




(past, present, future)

Under Christ



(God over all)

Given to Christ



(not given)

Second advent



(is now)

Under heaven only


(over all)

Jewish-earthly



(angelic-heavenly)

Local-planetary



(universal-planetary)

Earthly capital



(heavenly capital)

Dispensation purpose


Eternal purpose


(has a beginning)


Timeless-endless


Tares in it now



(only born-again)

Outward show



(without show)

Flesh inherit



(resurrected inherit)
It is impossible for man to save either the rich or the poor, but God can save and has both classes in all ages.

To the rich, salvation is possible but difficult, due to the fact that it is hard for them to keep their hearts off riches.

C. H. Spurgeon

Not your high-spirited, quick-tempered men, who will put up with no insult, your hectoring, lofty ones, who are ever ready to resent any real or imagined disrespect, there is no blessing here for them; but blessed are the gentle, those who are ready to be thought nothing of, 

Some say that the best way to get through the world is to swagger along with a coarse impudence, and to push out of your way all who may be in it; but there is no truth in that idea. The truth lies in quite another direction:

“Blessed are the meek:
for they shall inherit the earth.”

5:6
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

        
for they will be filled.  

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.  

C. H. Spurgeon

They want to be better; they are hungry and thirsty after more holiness. They boast not of personal perfection, they are hungering and thirsting after righteousness, but they have not attained to it yet.

God will fill them; and when he fills men with his fullness, they are full indeed.

Pining to be holy, longing to serve God, anxious to spread every righteous principle, blessed are they.

R. C. Sproul

Righteousness is all of the spiritual blessings that are purchased for us in Christ. They are secured by the imputation of His righteousness and guaranteed by the faithfulness of God. To have faith in Christ is to possess this righteousness, in which the whole man is renewed. So to become a “new man” is to become a complete man, to bear the image of God, and to have the law of God be as a living thing in our hearts. It is to conform to the standards of God’s ways, not simply in what we do but in who we are. It is to be as Christ, to live for Him, and to sacrifice our desires and replace them with His.

Without this righteousness, we are empty shells, existing to do sin’s bidding rather than the will of God. But those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, who truly desire to have it, will not go without it. They will be filled. Their empty lives will be made complete. Their empty hearts will be at peace and will be full with the righteousness of the Lord. The image of God will be restored in them, and they will know what it is to live a joyful and abundant life.

But we must truly hunger and thirst after God’s righteousness. Think about what it feels like to be hungry and thirst. All hat matters is the food and water you need to live. You ache until you have it. All you can think about is the need to fill up the emptiness inside and to quench the dryness in your throat. This is how we must be regarding Christ’s righteousness, regarding doing what is right in His eyes instead of running after the fancies of this world. Our attitude must be, “Give me this righteousness, give me these spiritual blessings, or else I will die.”

Everything else will leave us empty and unsatisfied. The only way we can be filled up is to be remade in the image of Christ and to be filled with His righteousness. In this way we are restored to our original condition, remade into what we should be. Nothing else can do that. People can’t do it. Human love can’t do it. Employment can’t do it. Even religious duties can’t do it. We can seem to be the best Christians in the world, active in service to the church, but these duties will not satisfy the longing in our souls if we are not filled by Christ. No matter what the media tell us, we can be satisfied only by Jesus Christ. And as we are satisfied in God, He is satisfied in us.
C.H. Spurgeon

Never does the Lord work in any man a firm resolution to find the Savior and yet allow him to perish.

He is blessed because in the presence of this hunger many meaner hungers die out. One master passion, like Aaron’s rod, swallows up all the rest. He hungers and thirst after righteousness and therefore he is done with the craving of lust, the greed of avarice, the passion of hate, and pining of ambition.

Oswald Chambers

If I try to be right, it is a sure sign I am wrong; the only way to be right is by stopping the humbug of trying to be and remaining steadfast in faith in Jesus Christ. “He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.”

The majority of us know nothing whatever about the righteousness that is gifted to us in Jesus Christ, we are still trying to bring human nature up to a pitch it cannot reach, because there is something wrong with human nature. The old Puritanism which we are apt to ridicule did the same service for men that Pharisaism did for Saul, and that Roman Catholicism did for Luther; but nowadays we have no “iron” in us anywhere; we have no idea of righteousness, we do not care whether we are righteous or not. We have not only lost Jesus Christ’s idea of righteousness, but we laugh at the Bible idea of righteousness; our god is the conventional righteousness of the society to which we belong.

C. H. Spurgeon

The course of these beatitudes is like going downstairs. They began with spiritual poverty, went on to mourning, came down to gentle-spiritedness, and now we come to hunger and thirst. Yet we have been going up all the time, for here we read, “‘ They shall be filled.” What more can we have than full satisfaction?

Blessed are the merciful: Those who are kind, generous, sympathetic, ready to forgive those who have wronged them, blessed are they.

5:7
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  


Blessed are the merciful,

          
for they will be shown mercy.  

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.  

TODAY IN THE WORD

In his book, The Fall of Fortresses, Elmer Bendiner tells the story of an unusual flight he took as part of a B-17 bomber crew during World War II. On a raid over Germany, the plane was hit in the fuel tank by anti-aircraft fire. But despite a direct hit, the tank did not explode and the crew returned safely. 

Later, eleven unexploded shells were taken from the fuel tank. They were sent to be defused, and it was discovered that all but one of the shells was empty. That one shell contained a small note written in Czech: ""This is all we can do for you now."" 

No one knows if that anonymous, peace-loving Czech worker was motivated by the Beatitudes, but when he or she ""sowed"" blank shells, the bomber crew certainly ""harvested"" peace! This action was not only a small attempt to help end World War II, but it brought great personal peace to each man on that B-17 who might otherwise have perished. 

This was also an act of mercy, another ""habit of the heart"" that should mark us as children of God and those who seek the happiness only He can give (v. 7). 

The mercy Jesus is talking about flows from a pure heart (v. 8), one that is in right relationship with God. Spiritual purity is holiness, an absolute necessity for those who want to see God: ""Without holiness no one will see the Lord"" (Heb. 12:14). 

As the apostle James tells us in today's verse, the righteousness that Jesus wants to permeate the citizens of His kingdom grows best in the soil of peace. This does not mean, of course, that we can only grow spiritually when everything is calm. God sends trials our way to perfect us (James 1:2-4). 

Jesus' idea of peace has several dimensions. We know He is pleased when we as believers live in unity with one another. We are also urged to pray for peace in society (1 Tim. 2:1-4) so that the gospel will not be hindered.

C. H. Spurgeon

The forgiving, the generous, the kind: “Blessed are the merciful:” 

There is such a connection between purity of heart and purity of understanding that the man whose eye is clarified by holiness shall see God.

R. C. Sproul

It is one thing to bear our own afflictions with humility, as we are commanded to do in Jesus’ declaration that “Blessed are the meek.” But it is quite another thing to help other people bear their afflictions, especially when those afflictions are rooted in their sin. To show mercy is to take the yoke of another upon yourself. It is to bear with him in trial, no matter what that may be. It is to give where it is not deserved or maybe even desired. It is not only to turn away from another’s sin, from his anger and bitterness, but to reach out and give in the midst of that flurry of emotion.
Showing mercy probably is one of the most difficult things to do in life. William Shakespeare understood the depth and treasure of mercy when he wrote in The Merchant of Venice that mercy is an attribute of God Himself, and that it blesses both him who gives and him who receives. He described it as holding back the power and dread of the scepter, a scepter that can be wielded rightfully in judgment and punishment. But mercy stays the hand of the monarch and softens the heart of the king. And though all the power of heaven could be brought against those who transgress, it is mercy that holds back well-deserved destruction.

Those who are willing to show mercy will be shown mercy themselves. If you are unable to show mercy to others, then how can you expect to be shown mercy? Jesus told a parable of a man who owed a great deal of money, so he went to the man to whom he was indebted and begged to be released from his debt. He deserve not mercy but imprisonment., for his debt was very great and he could not pay. But he was forgiven. However, this same man, who had been forgiven much, turned around and demanded payment from another who owed him far less than what he himself had owed. The result was that he was sent to prison, not so much for what he owed but because he did not show mercy as he had been shown mercy. How skillfully Jesus used irony to make his point!

All Christians are obligated to show mercy because we have been forgiven much. When all we deserved was the judgment of God and punishment at His hand, He loved us. While we were yet sinners, He forgave us. May we do the same toward others.
Apostle John’s Farewell

Tradition tells us that the aged apostle John, in bidding farewell to his congregation, admonished them to love one another. “But, we want something new,” they said. “Give us a new commandment.”

John replied, “Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning...that we should love one another!” 
TODAY IN THE WORD
Author Gunther Grass once declared, “I don’t know about God. . . . The only things I know are what I see, hear, feel and smell.” He’s not alone in this sentiment. One of the greatest challenges facing the believer today is the daunting task of introducing an invisible God to a world that wants to believe only in what it can “see, hear, feel and smell.” 

In such an age we’re tempted to be envious of the first disciples. They had the advantage of seeing God in the flesh, as they observed Jesus’ life and listened to His teaching. 

The apostle John described their experience in this way: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched–this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us” (1 John 1:1-2). 

Yet it was to these same disciples that Christ first made the promises of the three Beatitudes in Matthew 5:7–9. Together these Beatitudes assure those who have been transformed by the grace of Christ that they will “see” God. This is not a literal vision so much as an experience rooted in the forgiveness that comes through faith in Christ. This experience will be ultimately fulfilled in our receiving our full inheritance as children of God. It’s marked by the work of the Holy Spirit who “fits” us for a relationship with God by changing us into the image of Christ. 

Jesus promised these blessings to His disciples, but it is clear that they are not the only ones who benefit from them. Even those of us who have not yet seen Jesus in His bodily form can have this inheritance. Anyone who comes to know God through faith in Christ can show others what God is like by a transformed life.

C. H. Spurgeon
“The merciful” are those who are always ready to forgive, always ready to help the poor and needy, always ready to overlook what they might well condemn; and “they shall obtain mercy.”

Illustration

A man hurled a stone at his dog. So terrific was the blow that the dog’s leg was shattered! Whining and limping, the wounded creature came sadly to the man, fell at his feet, and licked the hand which had hurled the merciless stone! That’s like Christian love and forgiveness. Oh, that more of God’s children were as loving and forgiving as that dog!

C. H. Spurgeon

It is a most blessed attainment to have such a longing for purity as to love everything that is chaste and holy, and to abhor everything that is questionable and unhallowed: blessed are the pure in heart:

TODAY IN THE WORD
Author Gunther Grass once declared, “I don’t know about God. . . . The only things I know are what I see, hear, feel and smell.” He’s not alone in this sentiment. One of the greatest challenges facing the believer today is the daunting task of introducing an invisible God to a world that wants to believe only in what it can “see, hear, feel and smell.” 

In such an age we’re tempted to be envious of the first disciples. They had the advantage of seeing God in the flesh, as they observed Jesus’ life and listened to His teaching. 

The apostle John described their experience in this way: “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched–this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us” (1 John 1:1-2). 

Yet it was to these same disciples that Christ first made the promises of the three Beatitudes in Matthew 5:7–9. Together these Beatitudes assure those who have been transformed by the grace of Christ that they will “see” God. This is not a literal vision so much as an experience rooted in the forgiveness that comes through faith in Christ. This experience will be ultimately fulfilled in our receiving our full inheritance as children of God. It’s marked by the work of the Holy Spirit who “fits” us for a relationship with God by changing us into the image of Christ. 

Jesus promised these blessings to His disciples, but it is clear that they are not the only ones who benefit from them. Even those of us who have not yet seen Jesus in His bodily form can have this inheritance. Anyone who comes to know God through faith in Christ can show others what God is like by a transformed life.

5:8
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  


Blessed are the pure in heart,

        
for they will see God.  

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.  

C. H. Spurgeon

When the heart is washed, the dirt is taken from the mental eye. The heart that loves God is connected with an understanding that perceives God.

There is no way of seeing God until the heart is renewed by sovereign grace. It is not greatness of intellect, but purity of affection that enables us to see God.

R. C. Sproul

This is the most comprehensive of all the Beatitudes because it joins holiness and happiness together. It is the pure in heart who are truly blessed, who know true happiness. And those who are inwardly pure are those who have embraced the pure and undefiled religion of Christ. This is because true believers are washed in their hearts. They have purity of heart because they have been cleansed of all unrighteousness. When the Bible ways that we lift up holy hands to the Lord, it is speaking of our inner person, a heart that has been cleansed by the power of the Holy Spirit. The heart must be pure, as opposed to defiled or muddied by sin.
David’s prayer in Psalm 51 was that God would create in him a clean heart, washing him from all the unrighteousness that polluted his soul. David had committed grievous sins against the Lord: he knew the pollution of his own heart. He also knew he never would find restoration with the Lord unless he was made clean.

But such cleansing cannot come by one’s own hand. Yes, it must be sought. And it must be a daily activity of sanctification as we put off the old man and put on the new. In this way, we are washing ourselves as the Old Testament prophets commanded the people to do. But even this cleansing cannot be done by the one who has soiled himself by his own actions, thoughts, or words. God must do it.

And so David cried out to the Lord, pleading for Him to cleanse away all the unrighteousness, all the filth that covered his heart and muddied the waters of his soul. He wanted to walk before the Lord again, to enjoy His presence, to worship Him with freedom. But He could not “see” God with a heart mired in sin. He needed to be cleansed. He needed to be made pure again so that he could approach his God in prayer and could lead God’s people as he had been called to do.

David recognized, as do all who have come to face their sin, that the heart is filthy unless the Lord washes it. He realized that without that cleansing, without God forgiving him of his sin and making him new, he could not “see” God and enjoy the blessings of a relationship with Him. Sin had to be removed before blessedness could come, and David could walk in God’s presence and see His face.
C. H. Spurgeon

There is a wonderful connection between hearts and eyes. A man who has the stains of filth on his soul cannot see God, but they who are purified in heart are purified in vision too: “they shall see God.”

Duty:

Of wives.  
 1 Peter 3:2


To be an example in purity.  
 1 Tim. 4:12


To be pure from the blood of all men—by witnessing.  
 Acts 20:26


To have a pure mind that is focused upon the Scriptures.  
 2 Peter 3:1


To hold the faith with a pure conscience.  
 1 Tim. 3:9


To keep a pure body.  
 Hebrews 10:22


To keep oneself pure.  
 1 Tim. 5:22


To keep oneself unspotted from the world.  
 James 1:27


To live with a pure conscience.  
 2 Cor. 1:12


To serve God with a pure conscience.  
 2 Tim. 1:3


To think only upon the things that are pure.  
 Phil. 4:8

Facts:

All things are pure.  
 Romans 14:20


To the pure all things are pure, but to the impure all things are impure.  
 Titus 1:15


 Meaning.  
 Matthew 5:8

Of morality:


Of the heart. Seeking.  
 John 3:22-26


Perfect purity. Impossible.  
 Matthew 5:8

Results of purity:


Cleanses the mind and conscience.  
 Titus 1:15


Gives one a pure religion.  
 James 1:27


Love, a good conscience and an unsoiled conscience.  
 1 Tim. 1:5-6

Source:


God’s wisdom.  
 James 3:17


Keeping one’s heart on the Lord’s return.  
 1 John 3:2-3


The heart.  
 Matthew 23:25

Oswald Chambers

Actually pure in their natural walk, they followed the Lamb in their actual lives, and were consciously redeemed by the blood of Christ. There is a difference between innocence and purity. Innocence is the characteristic of a child, purity is the characteristic of a man or woman who knows what the tendencies and temptations to god wrong are, and who has overcome the.. Virtue is not in the man who has not been tempted, neither is purity. When a man is tempted and remains steadfastly unspotted, then he is virtuous.

Jesus Christ says in effect, “If you will serve Me, you will keep your chastity, that means there has to be a fight; you realize that all the power of God is behind you as you make the fight. You may be pure and unsullied for months, when all of a sudden there will be the insinuation of an idea; grip it on the threshold of your mind in a vice instantly, and do not allow it any more. If I am to serve Jesus Christ, I have to remember that my body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Talk about it being a “soft” thing to be a follower of Jesus Christ! It is about the sternest and most heroic thing a man ever “struck” in his life to keep himself absolutely undefiled, one who by chastity maintains his integrity. It is a discipline, and thank God for the discipline.

Matthew Henry

The heart must be pure, in opposition to mixture: an honest heart that aims well; and pure, in opposition to pollution and defilement; as wine unmixed, as water unmuddied. The heart must be kept pure from fleshly lusts, all unchaste thoughts and desires; and from worldly lusts; covetousness is called filthy lucre; from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, all that which comes out of the heart, and defiles the man.

J.I Packer

The essence of heavenly reward will be more of what the Christian desires most, namely, a deepening of his or her lover relationship with the Savior, which is the reality to which all the biblical imagery of honorific crowns and robes and feast is pointing. The reward is parallel to the reward of courtship, which is the enriching of the love, relationship itself through marriage. So the life of heavenly glory is a compound of seeing God in and through Christ and being loved by the Father and the Son, of rest and work, of praise and worship, and of fellowship with the Lamb and the saints. The hearts of those in heaven say, “I want this to go on forever.” And it will. There can be no better news than this.

Illustration

Let us give up our work, our thoughts, our plans, ourselves, our lives, our loved ones, our influence, our all, right into His hand, and then, when we have given all over to Him, there will be nothing left for us to be troubled about, or to make trouble about.

Apostle John’s Farewell

Tradition tells us that the aged apostle John, in bidding farewell to his congregation, admonished them to love one another.

“But, we want something new,” they said. “Give us a new commandment.”

John replied, “Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning...that we should love one another!” (1 John 2:7; 1 John 3:11)

5:9
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  


Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called sons of God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.  

C. H. Spurgeon

They shall not only be the children of God, but people shall call them by that name. There is something so Godlike in trying to put away discord, and to remove anger, and to promote love, that it makes men feel that peace-makers must be the children of God.

Peacemakers

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. —Matthew 5:9 

Abigail was a remarkable woman! She was a true peacemaker whose courage spared the future king of Israel from committing a terrible sin. Here's her story:
David had been forced to live in the countryside to escape King Saul's jealous wrath. A group of about 600 men and their families had gathered around him. For several months they camped near Carmel where the flocks of Nabal (Abigail's husband) were grazing. David's men had helped Nabal's shepherds protect the sheep from robbers. Now the shearing time had come, and David sent messengers to request some compensation from Nabal, who was a wealthy man. But he refused and treated David's men with disdain.

In anger David rashly decided to kill Nabal and all the men in his household. When Abigail heard what had happened, she quickly gathered a large supply of food, intercepted David and his fighting men, and humbly apologized for her husband's surly behavior. David immediately realized that she had prevented him from carrying out a vengeful decision, and he praised God (1 Samuel 25:32).

Are we as quick to resolve a conflict? Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God" (Matthew 5:9).


You can be a peacemaker

if you have God's peace in your heart.

R. C. Sproul

Those who are peacemakers work together with Christ to proclaim peace on earth. They do this by having a peaceable disposition that flows from quietness in their souls and love toward others. They stand in the breach when there is a dispute between two parties. This is a thankless job, but the peacemaker is not performing this duty for himself; he is doing it for Christ’s honor. Peacemakers also do everything they can to make peace with those they have offended, as well as trouble, but they make it their first priority to seek to bring peace to any given situation.
Peacemakers will be called the sons of God because the peace in their hearts and the peace they promote is evidence that they are like God’s Son. God is the God of peace, and His Spirit is the Spirit of peace. He drives away the turmoil and chaos in fallen hearts, and soothes them with His oil of gladness. By His grace, He reconciles sinners to Himself, and He calls those who have been saved from their sin to live at peace with others.
It is significant that God reached out to us while we were yet sinners and brought peace to us while we were His enemies. Those who are like Christ, who love Him and have faith in Him, also reach out to their enemies. They do not wait until their enemies have reformed themselves to a point where they are worthy of grace. They offer the olive branch to the, just as Christ does with His redeemed. The peacemaker makes peace. He forms it, gives birth to it, molds it, and creates it where there once was only enmity This is an extraordinary thing to do; indeed, it is supernatural and can be done only by the power of the Holy Spirit. Our natural inclinations are to turn away from our enemies to wish their demise, to forsake them. But the peacemaker does all he can to make peace flourish, and he is not too proud to reach his hand out first to make that happen.

It is in this way that Christ’s Gospel is spread and the testimony of His grace is proclaimed. Peacemakers go forth, not with swords of wrath of God is upon sinners, but Christ brings reconciliation. By their words and actions, they show that He does bring peace.
C. H. Spurgeon

Those who always end a quarrel if they can, those who lay themselves out to prevent discord,
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

They share the kingdom of heaven with the poor in spirit. They are often evil spoken of, they have sometimes to suffer the spoiling of their goods, many of them have laid down their lives for Christ’s sake, but they are truly blessed, for “theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

PEACEMAKERS  Those who actively work to bring about peace and reconciliation where there is hatred and enmity. God blesses peacemakers and declares them to be His children (Matthew 5:9). Those who work for peace share in Christ’s ministry of bringing peace and reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18-19; Ephes. 2:14-15; Col. 1:20). 

Oswald Chambers

the most precarious thing is to try and live without God. If we are born again it is the easiest thing to live in right relationship to God and the most difficult thing to go wrong, if only we will heed God’s warnings and keep in the light.

When we think of being delivered from sin, of being filled with the Spirit, and of walking in the light, we picture the peak of a great mountain, very high and wonderful, and we say: “Oh, but I could never live up there!” But then we do get there by God’s grace, we find it is not a mountain peak, but a plateau where there is ample room to live and to grow. “You enlarged my path under me.”

When you really see Jesus, I defy you to doubt Him. When He says: “Let not your heart be troubled,” if you see Him I defy you to trouble your mind, it is a moral impossibility to doubt when He is there. Every time you get into personal contact with Jesus, His words are real. “My peace I give to you”; it is a peace all over from the crown of the head to the sole of the feet, an irrepressible confidence. “Your life is hid with Christ in God,” and the imperturbable peace of Jesus Christ is imparted to you.

Peacemakers

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. --Matthew 5:9

Eric Liddell, the Scottish runner whose life was portrayed in the movie Chariots Of Fire, served as a missionary in China for 20 years--the last 2 in a Japanese internment camp during the Second World War. He was known as a peacemaker among individuals and groups whenever anger flared in the stressful environment of the camp. Liddell's life left a deep impression on everyone.

When a Japanese guard asked why Liddell was not at roll call one day, a man told him that Eric had died unexpectedly a few hours earlier. The guard paused, then replied, "Liddell was a Christian, wasn't he?"

Liddell spoke no Japanese; the guard spoke no English. Their only direct contact was at the required roll calls, twice a day. How did the guard know that Liddell was a Christian? He must have seen Christ in Eric as he resolved conflicts in the camp.

"Blessed are the peacemakers," said Jesus, "for they shall be called sons of God" (Mt. 5:9). Peacemakers themselves are filled with God's peace, the very quality with which they help others. More than solving arguments, peacemakers are living evidence of God's reconciling love in Christ.

At home, at work, or in school, we can show Jesus Christ to others by the way we handle conflict. 

The best peacemakers

are those who have peace with God.

C.H. Spurgeon

This is the seventh of the beatitudes: and seven was the number of perfection among the Hebrews. It may be that the Savior placed the peacemaker the seventh upon the list because he most nearly approaches the perfect man in Christ Jesus. He who would have perfect blessedness, so far as it can be enjoyed on earth, must attain to this seventh benediction, and become a peacemaker. 

There is a significance also in the position of the text. The verse which precedes it speaks of the blessedness of the “pure in heart for they shall see God.” It is well to understand that we are to be first pure, then peaceable. Our peaceableness is never to be a compact with sin, or toleration of evil. We must set our faces like flints against everything which is contrary to God and His holiness: purity being in our souls a settled matter, we can go on to peaceableness. Not less does the verse that follows seem to have been put there on purpose. 

However peaceable we may be in this world, yet we shall be misrepresented and misunderstood: and no marvel, for even the Prince of Peace, by His very peacefulness, brought fire upon the earth. He Himself, though He loved mankind, and did no ill, was “despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” Lest, therefore, the peaceable in heart should be surprised when they meet with enemies, it is added in the following verse, “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs in the kingdom of heaven.” thus the peacemakers are not only pronounced to be blessed, but they are compassed about with blessings. 

Lord, give us grace to climb to this seventh beatitude! Purify our minds that we may be First pure, then peaceable,” and fortify our souls, that our peaceableness may not lead us into cowardice and despair, then for Thy sake we are persecuted.

Lord make me the instrument of 
Your peace,

Where there is hatred may I bring love,

Where there is malice, pardon,

Where there is discord, harmony,

Where there is error, truth,

Where there is doubt, faith,

Where there is despair, hope,

Where  there is darkness, Your light,

Where  there is sadness may I bring joy.

Oh Master, may I seek not so much,

To be comforted as to comfort,

To be understood as to understand,

You be loved as to love,

For it is in giving that we receive,

It is in losing our lives that we 
shall find them,

It is in forgiving that we 
shall be forgiven,

It is in dying that we 
shall rise up to eternal life!

C. H. Spurgeon

Not only the passively peaceful, but the actively peaceful, who try to rectify mistakes, and to end all quarrels in a peaceful way.

They shall not only be the children of God, but men shall call them so; they shall recognize in them the likeness to the peace-making God.

5:10
"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

TODAY IN THE WORD
According to one report, the end of Germany's famous ""Red Baron,"" Manfred von Richthofen, came because he pursued an Allied airplane ""too long, too far, and too low into enemy territory."" 

On April 21, 1918, von Richthofen, the celebrated World War I pilot who was responsible for shooting down 80 enemy aircraft, began chasing a British plane that was trying to escape the battle. As the Red Baron pursued his quarry behind Allied lines, gunfire from either machine-gun nests on the ground or another British pilot who had come to help killed von Richthofen. 

Anyone deep in enemy territory in wartime can expect to get shot at and perhaps shot down. Since that is essentially the case with Christians living in the world (see John 17:15-16; Romans 12:2), we should not be surprised by persecution (Phil. 1:29). Persecution has been the constant companion of God's people since the days of the prophets. 

For most of us, Jesus' final Beatitude seems out of place with the whole idea of being ""happy"" or ""blessed."" We can't imagine anything joyous about suffering. But this is clearly important to Jesus, since He spends far more time elaborating on the blessedness--and the certainty--of persecution than on any other Beatitude. 

Persecution has not been the common experience of the majority of believers in the Western world, so we are on largely unfamiliar ground here. But when His people endure suffering and ill treatment for His name's sake, Jesus clearly describes the right response--rejoicing--as well as the future reward (Matt. 5:12). 

The happiness Jesus promises is tied to suffering ""because of righteousness"" and ""because of me"" (vv. 10-11). The apostle Peter distinguished between suffering for our own wrongdoing and suffering for Christ (1 Peter 4:12ff.)

C. H. Spurgeon

It is not when men truthfully speak evil concerning you, but when they say it falsely; not when they say evil against you because of your ill tempers which provoke them, but when they do it falsely, for Christ’s sake, then, “blessed are ye.”

TODAY IN THE WORD
The magazine Christianity Today once quoted an Amish church leader who noted, “Prosperity has often been fatal to Christianity, but persecution never.” Jesus also urged His disciples to consider persecution a blessing. It is important to note, however, that He had a particular kind of suffering in mind. It was persecution “because of righteousness.” Another kind of suffering may look like persecution, but it springs from a different source. This kind of suffering comes as a result of doing wrong (1 Peter 2:19–20). 

If others call us obnoxious or unpleasant, we should not automatically assume that we are suffering for the sake of righteousness. It may be that we actually are obnoxious or unpleasant. The kind of suffering that Jesus characterized as “blessed” in the Sermon on the Mount does not come to us because of our personalities. This persecution comes as a result of our association with Jesus Christ. 

This raises an important question for us: if persecution results in blessing, should we actively seek it? Jesus does not command us to seek persecution, but He does tell us to rejoice when it comes. If our lives genuinely reflect the righteousness of Christ and we are fulfilling our role as salt and light in the world, we will encounter opposition. Jesus warned that faithfully following Him may strain our most cherished personal relationships (Matt. 10:34-36). Likewise, the apostle Paul noted that those who live a godly life through Christ will be persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12). 

In these verses Jesus describes rejoicing as more of a choice than an emotion. When Jesus commands us to rejoice in persecution He does not mean that we should enjoy it. No normal person would. We rejoice in persecution not because of how it feels, but because of what it says about us. Its presence indicates that our lives reflect Christ in a way that prompts others to treat us the way they would have treated Him. 

R. C. Sproul

The effect of the enmity of the serpent’s seed against the holy seed of Christ is persecution. This has been true ever since Cain murdered his righteous brother, Abel. And Christ teaches that this will not change for the church, but that persecution will only be heightened. The enemy prowls about looking for someone to devour; He hates the church and uses every weapon at his disposal to try to destroy it. Unbelievers also hate the church because they hate God, and they do not want any reminders before them of their own sin and their own lost condition. It was no accident that John wrote that the darkness hates the light. It doesn’t just feel uncomfortable with it or dislike it: it hates it. And so the darkness persecutes the light.

Believers are lights in the world. They are testimonies of God’s grace and of the power of Christ. Because they are testimonies of God’s share in His suffering. That means that just as Christ was persecuted, so will His children be. But in what is surely one of the greatest paradoxes in Scripture, today’s verse tells us that believers who undergo persecution are blessed.

It must be emphasized that what the darkness hates about the light, and the reason the world persecutes Christians, is Christ’s righteousness. We are persecuted for a lot of things in life, many of them deservedly so because of our sin and foolishness. At such times, we should not wear our persecution as a badge of honor; rather, we should be humbled, and seek reconciliation and forgiveness in Christ. But there will be times in every believer’s life when we will suffer because we try to follow Christ. We will be persecuted because we speak the truth, because we do the right thing, because we defend the helpless, or because we try to make peace where others want only war. We will be persecuted because we are different from the world, and because we speak the name of Christ with boldness and confidence. Those who are of the world hate such a witness, and they hate the reminder that Christ is sovereign and that they are in need of His grace and mercy.

And so the response of the world is to attempt to stamp out the light. But that only makes the fire burn more brightly. The gates of hell will not prevail against the church, for Christ is Victor.
Oswald Chambers

Persecution is systematic vexation, it does not leave you alone, it is something that throngs you; but to be boycotted means to be left alone, destitute of the comrades you used to have: “they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you.” but they don’t know that you carry a wonderful kingdom within, a kingdom full of light and peace and joy no matter how destitute and alone you may be on the outside. That is the wonderful work of the Lord in a man’s soul. “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!”

When you begin to deport yourself among men as a saint, they will leave you absolutely alone, you will be reviled and persecuted. No man can stand that unless he is in love with Jesus Christ; he cannot do it for a conviction of a creed, but he can do it for a Being whom he loves. Devotion to a Person is the only thing that tells; devotion to death to a Person, not devotion to a creed or a doctrine.

A little brown cork fell in the 
path of a whale,

Who lashing it down 
with his angry tail.
But in spite of its blows 
it quickly arose,

And floated serenely 
before his nose.
Said the cork to the shale: 

“You may flap and 
sputter and frown,

But you never, never, 
can keep me down;
For I’m made of the stuff 
that is buoyant enough,

To float instead of to drown!”

What Have You Suffered?

We do not know who it was who had this dream, quoted in the Presbyterian Survey. But the unknown dreamer could be any one of us, could it not?

I saw in a dream that I was in the Celestial City though when and how I got there I could not tell. I was one of a great multitude which no man could number, from all countries and peoples and times and ages. Somehow I found that the saint who stood next to me had been in Heaven more than 1,860 years.

"Who are you?" I said to him. (We both spoke the same language of heavenly Canaan, so that I understood him and he me.)

"I," said he, "was a Roman Christian; I lived in the days of the Apostle Paul, I was one of those who died in Nero's persecutions. I was covered with pitch and fastened to a stake and set on fire to light up Nero's gardens."

"How awful!" I exclaimed.

"No," he said, "I was glad to do something for Jesus. He died on the cross for me."

The man on the other side then spoke: "I have been in Heaven only a few hundred years. I came from an island in the South Seas Erromanga. John Williams, a missionary, came and told me about Jesus, and I too learned to love Him. My fellow-countrymen killed the missionary, and they caught and bound me. I was beaten until I fainted and they thought I was dead, but I revived. Then next day they knocked me on the head, cooked and ate me."

"How terrible!" I said.

"No," he answered, "I was glad to die as a Christian. You see the missionaries had told me that Jesus was scourged and crowned with thorns for me."

Then they both turned to me and said, "What did you suffer for Him? Or did you sell what you had for the money which sent men like John Williams to tell the heathen about Jesus?"

And I was speechless. And while they both were looking at me with sorrowful eyes, I awoke, and it was a dream! But I lay on my soft bed awake for hours, thinking of the money I had wasted on my own pleasures; or my extra clothing, and costly car, and many luxuries; and I realized that I did not know what the words of Jesus meant: "If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.”

C. H. Spurgeon

They have it now, they are participating in it already; for, as Christ was persecuted, and he is again persecuted in them, as they are partakers of his sufferings, so are they sharers in his kingdom.

TODAY IN THE WORD
The magazine Christianity Today once quoted an Amish church leader who noted, “Prosperity has often been fatal to Christianity, but persecution never.” Jesus also urged His disciples to consider persecution a blessing. It is important to note, however, that He had a particular kind of suffering in mind. It was persecution “because of righteousness.” Another kind of suffering may look like persecution, but it springs from a different source. This kind of suffering comes as a result of doing wrong (1 Peter 2:19–20). 

If others call us obnoxious or unpleasant, we should not automatically assume that we are suffering for the sake of righteousness. It may be that we actually are obnoxious or unpleasant. The kind of suffering that Jesus characterized as “blessed” in the Sermon on the Mount does not come to us because of our personalities. This persecution comes as a result of our association with Jesus Christ. 

This raises an important question for us: if persecution results in blessing, should we actively seek it? Jesus does not command us to seek persecution, but He does tell us to rejoice when it comes. If our lives genuinely reflect the righteousness of Christ and we are fulfilling our role as salt and light in the world, we will encounter opposition. Jesus warned that faithfully following Him may strain our most cherished personal relationships (Matt. 10:34-36). Likewise, the apostle Paul noted that those who live a godly life through Christ will be persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12). 

In these verses Jesus describes rejoicing as more of a choice than an emotion. When Jesus commands us to rejoice in persecution He does not mean that we should enjoy it. No normal person would. We rejoice in persecution not because of how it feels, but because of what it says about us. Its presence indicates that our lives reflect Christ in a way that prompts others to treat us the way they would have treated Him. 

5:11
"Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.  

"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.  

5:11-12 Jesus said to rejoice when we’re persecuted. Persecution can be good because 

· It takes our eyes off earthly rewards, 

· It strips away superficial belief, 

· It strengthens the faith of those who endure, and 

· Your attitude through it serves as an example to others who follow. 

We can be comforted to know that God’s greatest prophets were persecuted (Elijah, Jeremiah, Daniel). The fact that we are being persecuted proves that we have been faithful; faithless people would be unnoticed. In the future God will reward the faithful by receiving them into his eternal kingdom where there is no more persecution.

C. H. Spurgeon

You have an elevation by persecution; you are lifted into the peerage of martyrdom, though you occupy but an inferior place in it, yet you are in it; therefore, “rejoice, and be exceeding glad.”

Illustration

The man who had a good opinion of his own abilities, so much so that he thought he could do a thing better than anyone else, was once taught a good lesson. He was standing in front of a taxidermist’s, in the window of which there was an owl which had attracted quite a lot of sight-seers. Anxious to display his knowledge he said, with a pompous air, “Well, if I couldn’t stuff an owl better than that, I would quit the business. The head isn’t right, the poise of the body isn’t right, the feathers are not on right, the feet are not placed right.” Before he could finish, the owl turned his head and winked at him. The crown laughed and the critic moved on.

C. H. Spurgeon

Mind, it must be said falsely, and it must be for Christ’s sake, if you are to be blessed; but there is no blessing in having evil spoken of you truthfully, or in having it spoken of you falsely because of some bitterness in your

own spirit.

Nero And Bible Characters

Curiously, a number of men on Nero's inside circle were related to characters mentioned in the New Testament. Seneca, Nero's tutor, advisor, and speech writer was the younger brother of Gallio, who found Paul "not guilty of wrong or wicked lewdness." Pallas, one of the real rulers of the Empire, was brother of Felix, the Governor of Judea, before whom Paul pled his case. And Vitellius, the senator who arranged with the Senate to legalize the marriage between Agrippina and Claudius, was a former governor of Syria. Indeed, he dismissed Pontius Pilate!

Charles Ludwig

5:12
"Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you.  

C. H. Spurgeon

And you are treading in their steps, so you are entering into their heritage.

You have your beginning with them, and ‘you shall have your end with them. If persecuted with them, you shall also reign with them.

R. C. Sproul

Paul wrote to the Corinthians that he would boast in his infirmities so that the power of Christ would rest upon him. He said, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” Paul was willing to face persecution and to do it with joy in his heart because he knew he was doing it for Christ’s honor. If he had tried to face  the trials of his life by his own strength, he never would have been able to rejoice in is sufferings or even endure them. But he rested in Christ’s strength, which allowed Christ’s power and grace to shine through in his weakness, and Paul tool great pleasure in that.

This is what Jesus is talking about in the Sermon on the Mount. He said believers should rejoice and be glad in the midst of persecution because they are in good company. The prophets were persecuted because they stood for the truth, and Christians will be persecuted to suffer for Christ’s sake, and such suffering can bring great joy.

It is tempting for Christians who are suffering because of their faith to endure it, to grit their teeth and bear it, and even to take worldly pride in their suffering. But this is not the attitude we should take when we face persecution for righteousness’ sake. We must, as Matthew Henry puts it, “rejoice because the honor and dignity, the pleasure and advantage, of suffering for Christ are much more considerable than the pain of shame ot it. Not that we must take a pride in our sufferings, but we must take a pleasure in them.”

We can do this only if we keep our eyes fixed on Christ in the midst of our sufferings. If we stop believing in Him, if we stop trusting in Him, and look to ourselves and our own strength, we will find fail to show the godly patience that is born of suffering.

If we want to honor Christ, we will face the persecution that comes our way with humility and with rejoicing. Though it will be hard to be glad and take pleasure in the pain, we can do it if we remember that we suffer for Christ’s sake, not our own.
Illustration

I had a friend who was very happy in the possession of a beautiful wife, and a sweet little daughter on the age of three. Sudden sorrow struck the home when the young wife was killed in a traffic accident, and it seemed that all of the light had gone out of his life forever. The night after the funeral, the young father was putting his baby daughter to bed, and with awkward fingers was buttoning her sleeping garment when the lights suddenly went out all over the house. He suspected that a fuse had blown out in the basement, and said to the baby, “Papa will be right back; you lie still and wait here.” But she, frightened at the thought of being left alone, pleaded to be taken with him, so he picked her up in his arms and started through the darkened hallways and down the stairs. The babe snuggled in his arms for a while in silence; but as they entered the basement she tightened her arms about his neck, and said, “It’s awfully dark; but I’m not afraid because my papa is here!” A sob shook the man’s whole body. He buried his face in the baby’s hair and wept, as he said, “Yes dear, it is dark, indeed; but I also am not afraid, because my Father is here too!”

C. H. Spurgeon

You are in the true prophetic succession, if you cheerfully bear reproach of this kind for Christ’s sake, you prove that you have the stamp and seal of those who are in the service of God.

Our Daily Bread

Are most people happy? Dennis Wholey, author of Are You Happy? reports that according to expert opinion, perhaps only 20 percent of Americans are happy. 

Those experts would probably agree with the wry definition of happiness offered by psychiatrist Thomas Szasz, who said, "Happiness is an imaginary condition, formerly attributed by the living to the dead, now usually attributed by adults to children and by children to adults." 

Are you happy? What if we define happiness as an abiding mood of joyful contentment, a deep-down state of peace and hope, not just an upbeat, fleeting feeling induced by favorable happenings? Now, in light of that definition of happiness, are you happy? 

In His "Sermon on the Mount," our Lord gave us His prescription for a life that is truly happy regardless of circumstances. Most English translations of Matthew 5 use the word blessed, but Jesus was actually promising happiness. He repeatedly assured His disciples that they would be happy if they trusted Him and practiced His teachings. 

The Great Physician has prescribed this remedy for unhappiness. Have you tried it? Take it and rejoice with the "happy minority.
"Rejoice in Him!" Again, again
The Spirit speaks the word,
And faith takes up the happy strain:
"Our joy is in the Lord."
The Christian's happiness
is not determined by happenings.

Open It

01.
What are some ways people typically try to find happiness or fulfillment in life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
What person (living or dead) do you respect most? Why?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

03.
What was the setting for this sermon? (5:1)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04.
Who was Jesus addressing? (5:1-2)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
According to Jesus, what is the reward for those who are poor in spirit? (5:3)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
Why are those who mourn blessed? (5:4)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
What is the reward for those who are meek? (5:5)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
What can those who hunger and thirst for righteousness expect? (5:6)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
What does God promise to those who are merciful? (5:7)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
According to this passage, who will see God? (5:8)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
Why are peacemakers blessed? (5:9)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What does the future hold for those who are persecuted because of righteousness? (5:10)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13.
What unexpected command is given to Christians who are insulted, hassled, and lied about? (5:11-12)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
What people in history have endured nasty persecution? (5:12)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

15.
How does it pay in the present to walk with God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
What do you think it means to be poor in spirit?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
What does it mean to be meek?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
How would a person behave if he or she were hungering and thirsting after righteousness?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
What are some examples of showing mercy?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
How does society’s list of admirable virtues compare and contrast with these kingdom virtues?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
How (if at all) does the promise of future blessing affect us in the present?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
Which of these promises means the most to you today? Why?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
What is the most common type of persecution that you face?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24.
What peacemaking responses work well at diffusing hostility?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

25.
What realistic steps can you take this week to make you hungrier and thirstier for righteousness?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

26.
What can you do this week to encourage a friend who is under fire due to his or her stand for the Lord?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:13
"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how will it be made salty again? It is good for nothing anymore, except to be thrown out and trampled under foot by 
men.  

"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  

5:13 If a seasoning has no flavor, it has no value. If Christians make no effort to affect the world around them, they are of little value to God. If we are too much like the world, we are worthless. Christians should not blend in with everyone else. Instead, we should affect others positively, just as seasoning brings out the best flavor in food.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Father Maximilian Kolbe is remembered by Holocaust survivors as an extraordinary man whose imprisonment and brutal treatment by the Nazis did not dim the light of Christ in his eyes. Kolbe encouraged other prisoners to hope and to sing songs of praise. ""He made us see that our souls were not dead,"" recalled one prisoner. Kolbe's countenance was so serene and his eyes so penetrating that the Nazi guards would tell him, ""Look at the ground, not at us!"" Kolbe died after offering to take the place of a condemned prisoner. 

The imagery of salt and light is so familiar and even comfortable to us that we can forget how radically our obedience to Jesus can set us apart from the world. Salt is most effective on meat that would otherwise spoil. Light is most needed when the darkness is the deepest. 

Today's text draws a sharp line between the kingdom of heaven and the domain of Satan. The system that rules this world (see Eph. 6:12) produces nothing but decay and darkness. We as believers carry the antidote: the life and light of Christ. 

The preservative properties of salt are well known. In a culture that had no other way to preserve meat, salt took on great importance. Jesus' comment about salt losing its saltiness (v. 13) reflects the fact that the salt used in His day was often laced with impurities, leaving a residue that was then used on roads and roofs to harden clay and prevent cracks. 

The ""salt of the earth"" metaphor is followed up with a parallel image, ""light of the world"" (v. 14). The useless salt is compared to a light that is hidden under a bowl rather than allowed to shine (v. 15). Jesus' point is unmistakable: we as His disciples cannot preserve and enlighten a hurting world unless we follow Him in purity and obedience. 

C. H. Spurgeon

Followers of Christ, “ye are the salt of the earth.” You help to preserve it, and to subdue the corruption that is in it.

A professing Christian with no grace in him, a religious man whose very religion is dead, what is the good of him? And he is himself in a hopeless condition. You can salt meat, but you cannot salt salt.

Calling – Conduct:

· As a Saint

· As a Christian

· As salt

· As a light

· As an Epistle

· As a soldier

· As a child

Salt Creates Thirst

At a meeting some young people were discussing the text, "Ye are the salt of the earth." One suggestion after another was made as to the meaning of "salt" in this verse.

"Salt imparts a desirable flavor," said one.

"Salt preserves from decay," another suggested.

Then a Chinese Christian girl spoke out of an experience none of the others had. "Salt creates thirst," she said, and there was a sudden hush in the room. Everyone was thinking: Have I ever made anyone thirsty for the Lord Jesus Christ?

C.H. Spurgeon

The teacher said, “Boys, here’s a watch. What is it for?” The children answered, “To tell the time.” “Well,” said he, “suppose my watch does not tell the time. What is it good for?” “Good for nothing, sir.” then he took a pencil. “What is this pencil for?” “It is to write with, sir.” Suppose the pencil won’t make a mark. What is it good for?” “Good for nothing, sir.” Then the teacher asked, “what is the chief end of man?” and they replied, “To glorify God.” “But suppose a man does not glorify God. What is he good for?” “Good for nothing, sir.”

Our Daily Bread

The savings and loan business in the U.S. has been in serious trouble in recent years. Many offices have closed, and some are still struggling to survive. A number of factors have contributed to this crisis: a slowdown in the economy, poor management, excessive salaries, and bad investments. To those who lost their savings, the S&L crisis is real indeed.

There is another S&L crisis that affects society. Jesus’ followers are to be salt and light in a spiritually decaying world that is engulfed in darkness. When compromise with the world, selfishness, and deceit dominate our lives, we lose our preserving influence, and evil spreads all the more. When our words and deeds are based on truth, love, and righteousness, we can hold in check some of the moral degeneration that is so prevalent today. And by living a holy life and telling others of Jesus’ love and forgiveness, we bring light into the darkness. As believers, we must each do our part by living for Christ where we are, whether in a place that reaches millions or touches only a few. God has put us where we are to be salt and light. Let’s make sure that we don’t contribute to an S&L crisis.

The smallest light

can penetrate the greatest darkness.

C. H.  Spurgeon

The earth would go putrid if there were no salt of grace to preserve it. So, dear friends, if God’s grace is in you, there is a pungent savor about you which fends to preserve others from going as far into sin as otherwise they would have done; “Ye are the salt of the earth:”

J. I. Packer

God’s first requirement of Christians in this world is that they be different from those around them, observing God’s moral absolutes, practicing love, avoiding shameful license, and not losing their dignity as God’s image-bearers through any form of irresponsible self-indulgence. A clean break with the world’s value systems and lifestyles is called for, as a basis for practicing Christ likeness in positive terms. Then, knowing that God in providential kindness and forbearance continues in the face of human sin, to preserve and enrich his erring world, Christians are to involve themselves in all forms of Christian value system and vision of life they will become salt (a preservative that makes things taste better) and light (an illumination that shows the way to go)in the human community. As Christians thus fulfill their vocation, Christianity becomes a transforming cultural force.

Get Into The Stew

You are the salt of the earth. —Matthew 5:13 

It's common, cheap, and used around the world. It has stirred up wars, led to the establishment of trade routes, and paid the salaries of soldiers. Today it serves chiefly as a preservative and a flavoring. What is it? It's that crystalline substance we call salt.

Jesus, who was a master of using ordinary things to illustrate spiritual realities, talked about salt when He was teaching His disciples how they were to serve as agents of His kingdom. He said, "You are the salt of the earth" (Matthew 5:13).

If we think of salt as a preservative, we can assume Jesus wants us to prevent moral decay in our society. And if we think of salt's ability to enhance flavor, we can be sure He wants us to help people discover the joy of knowing and living for Him.

Salt stored away on a shelf is not fulfilling its function. In a similar way, unless we are actively at work sharing God's life-enhancing truth, we are not serving as spiritual salt. After all, the place for salt is in the "stew" of human activities. Instead of just criticizing the corruption of our culture as well as the flatness of the life so many people endure, let's get into the stew—for we are the salt of the earth. 
A salty Christian makes others thirsty for Jesus, the Water of Life.

C. H. Spurgeon

If the God-given grace could be taken from you altogether, if you had no sanctifying power about you at all, what could be clone with you? You would be like salt that has lost its savor.

Illustration

A prominent man in the business world expressed to a friend his keen desire for something real in life. “How about God?” asked his friend. “He is very real to some of us.” “Well,” was the reply, “If He is, why don’t all of you begin to make Him real to the rest of us? He can’t be very real to most Christians, or they wouldn’t succeed so well in keeping Him out of all their conversation.” If our religion is worth anything at all, it is worth sharing with others.

C. H. Spurgeon

Mark this, then, either the saints must persevere to the end, or else the grace of God has done nothing for them effectually. If they do not continue to be saints, and to exercise a saintly influence, there is no hope for them.

There cannot be two new births for the same person; if the divine work has failed once, it will never be begun again. If they really have been saved, if they have been made the children of God, and if it be possible for them to lose the grace which they have received, they can never have it again. The Word of God is very emphatic upon that point: ‘: If they shall fall away, it is impossible to renew them again unto repentance” 
Falling may be retrieved,

but falling away never can be happy.

There are countries where there is found salt from which the pungency has completely gone. It is an altogether useless article; and if there are men, who ever did possess the grace of God, and who were truly God’s people, if the divine life could go out of them, they would be in an utterly hopeless case. Perhaps there are no powers of evil in the world greater than apostate churches; who can calculate the influence for evil that the Church of Rome exercises in the world to-day?

Oswald Chambers

A Christian is salt, and salt is the most concentrated thing known. Salt preserves wholesomeness and prevents decay. It is a disadvantage to be salt. Think of the action of salt on a wound, and you will realize this. If you get salt into a wound, it hurts, and when God’s children are among those who are raw towards God, their presence hurts. The man who is wrong with God is like an open wound, and when salt gets in it causes annoyance and distress and he is spiteful and bitter. The disciples of Jesus in the present dispensation preserve society from corruption; the salt causes excessive irritation which spells persecution for the saint.

“Ye are the light of the world.” We have the idea that we are going to shine in heaven, but we are to shine down here, “in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation.” We are to shine as lights in the world in the squalid places, and it cannot be done by putting on a brazen smile, the light must be there all the time.

C. H. Spurgeon

There are people who believe that you can be children of God to-day, and children of the devil to-morrow; then again children of God the next day and children of the devil again the day after; but, believe me, it is not so. If the work of grace be really wrought of God in your soul, it will last through your whole life, and if it does not so last, that proves that it is not the work of God. God does not put his hand to this work a second time.

There is no regeneration twice over, you can be born again, but you cannot be born again, and again, and again, as some teach there is no note in Scripture of that kind. Hence I do rejoice that regeneration once truly wrought of the Spirit of God, is an incorruptible seed which liveth and abideth for ever. But beware, professor, lest you should be like salt that has lost its savor, and that therefore is good for nothing.

5:14
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.  

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.  

5:14-16 Can you hide a city that is sitting on top of a hill? Its light at night can be seen for miles. If we live for Christ, we will glow like lights, showing others what Christ is like. 

We hide our light by:

· Being quiet when we should speak, 
· Going along with the crowd, 

· Denying the light, 

· Letting sin dim our light, 

· Not explaining our light to others, or 

· Ignoring the needs of others. 

Be a beacon of truth—don’t shut your light off from the rest of the world.

TODAY IN THE WORD
One of the most famous missionary doctors ever, Wilfred Grenfell, spent his life serving people in Labrador. Saved at a D. L. Moody revival meeting in England, he first ministered on a “mercy ship” among North Sea fishermen. 

When he started his work, Grenfell was overwhelmed by the physical and spiritual poverty of the people. In addition to his medical activities, he tried to make a difference economically by helping to start cooperatives and small businesses, and by opposing the exploitative practices of local merchants. Although accused of seeking financial gain, he actually lost money. At his best, Wilfred Grenfell lived out the principle at the heart of today’s reading: Your actions should be a witness to the gospel. 

While some believers are called specifically to full-time ministry or foreign places, we are all “missionaries” since we’re all responsible to share the gospel. One purpose for this month is to give you a vision for world missions, but another is to give you a vision for reaching your neighbor. 

In today’s reading, Jesus uses familiar images and common sense to teach spiritual truth. One picture is a city on a hill. Its light is obvious, clearly seen from far away. A second picture is a lamp in a house. People light it for a purpose, which would be defeated by the strange action of covering it. 

“In the same way” (v. 16) means that our actions are analogous to these two images. They are obvious to those around us--we can’t hide them. And the purpose of our actions should be to bring God’s light into spiritual darkness. We should act so that outsiders “see [our] good deeds and praise [our] Father in heaven.” Or as Peter said, “Live such good lives among the pagans that . . . they may see your good deeds and glorify God” (1 Peter 2:12).

Living in Light

The apostle Paul looked at the evil pagan world and concluded that its self–centered, useless thinking leads to darkened understanding and a hard heart. That, in turn, leads to insensitivity to sin and shameless behavior, which then leads to unblushing obscenity. And it’s not really much different today.

As believers we shouldn’t even dabble in any of the evils characteristic of unbelievers. We are to be a light on a hill, separate from the evil around us. We are to be different. A city that’s set on a hill can’t be hidden. We must stand as salt and light. But if we’re corrupted by the system, we become useless.

Our blessed Lord Jesus Christ purchased us at the cost of His own life. He gave us a new nature that is holy, undefiled, and sanctified forever. He simply asks us to live up to what He has given us by discarding our old lifestyle and taking on our new one.

C. H. Spurgeon

Christ never contemplated the production of secret Christians,-Christians whose virtues would never be displayed,-pilgrims who would travel to heaven by night, and never be seen by their fellow-pilgrims or anyone else.

The Bible is not the light of the world, it is the light of the Church; but the world does not read the Bible, the world reads Christians; “Ye are the light of the world.”

You Christians are like a city built upon a hilltop, you must be seen. As you will be seen, mind that you are worth seeing.

Calling – Conduct:

· As a Saint

· As a Christian

· As salt

· As a light

· As an Epistle

· As a soldier

· As a child

Illustration

There is an allegory written for the little ones, but serviceable to the grown folks: Once upon a time a cave lived under the ground, as caves have the habit of doing. It had spent its lifetime in darkness. It heard a voice calling to it, “Come up into the light; come and see the sunshine.” The cave retorted, “I don’t know what you mean; there isn’t anything but darkness.” Finally the cave ventured forth and was surprised to light everywhere. Looking up to the sun the cave said, “Come with me and see the darkness.” The sun asked, “What is darkness?” The cave replied, “Come and see,” One day the sun accepted the invitation. As it entered the cave it said, “Now show me your darkness!” But there was no darkness to be found.

Light:

· Revelation
· Reflection
· Identification
· Relationship
· Vivification
· Possession
· Satisfaction
C. H. Spurgeon

Christians ought to be seen, and they ought to let their light be seen. They should never even attempt to conceal it. If you are a lamp, you have no right to be under a bushel, or under a bed; your place is on the lamp stand

where your light can be seen.

Proofs:

· Obedience
proves Sonship

· Separation
proves saintship

· Shining

proves light

· Walk

proves life

· Following
proves discipleship

· Abiding

proves union
Light Up Your World

You are the light of the world. —Matthew 5:14 

My daughter Julie and her friend Jenni were driving one evening from their college to a nearby town. Along the way, they passed through a community that had an eerie darkness to it because of a power outage. It was strange—almost frightening—to drive through that blacked-out community.

As they left the town behind, they noticed a light up ahead. It shone like a beacon. And when they reached it, they were pleasantly surprised to find that the only light in the darkness was a church. A house of worship was lighting up their world.

This is exactly how people should see us as Christians—a bright and inviting light in this world darkened by sin. Jesus brought us out of the darkness, and He said that we as His followers are "the light of the world" (Matthew 5:14). And now we are to "walk as children of light" (Ephesians 5:8).

It's a huge challenge that should make us think seriously about how we live. Ask yourself, "Am I a light in anyone's life? Are my life and words guiding people out of the darkness and into the light of Jesus?"

It's dark in the world—and we have the light. Are we lighting the way? 
Your life will either

shed light or cast a shadow.

5:15
"Nor do men light a lamp, and put it under the peck-measure, but on the lamp stand; and it gives light to all who are in the house.  

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  

Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  

C. H. Spurgeon

God’s intent is, first, to light you; and, secondly, to put you in a conspicuous position, where men can see you.

Illustration

An old black slave was once addressed by her mistress: “Sybil,” she said, “when I heard you singing on the housetop, I thought you fanatical; but when I saw your shining face, I saw how different you were to me.” “Ah, Missis,” the old woman answered, “the light you saw in my face was not mine, but was ‘flected from the cross; and there is heaps more for every poor sinner who will come near enough to catch de rays.”

5:16
"Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.  

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  

C. H. Spurgeon

Not that they may glorify you, but that they may glorify your Father who is in heaven.

A Healing Community

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. --Matthew 5:16

In 1976 a giant earthquake struck Guatemala City, bringing death to 25,000 people. Many workers went to assist in the rescue and cleanup. At the airport Art Beals, head of a Christian relief agency, spotted Dr. Raymond Benson, former president of the American College of Surgeons. Both had come to help meet the physical needs of the survivors.

That night in the hotel, Dr. Benson told of the deeper motivation that had prompted him to come. He told Beals that he was not only a doctor but also a Christian. He enjoyed his work as a surgeon, but said that his higher calling was to witness to others about his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ through his medical skills. "That's what really brings me to Guatemala today," he said.

Thank God for the many Christian doctors who share that vision and are bringing help and hope to the sick and suffering all over the world. Truly they are a healing community!

God promised to bless His people when they extended help to the hungry and afflicted (Isaiah 58:10-12). And He will do the same for us today. As believers, we can pray for the sick, help the needy, visit the lonely, comfort the sorrowing, and reach out with the gospel to those bound by sin. We are all part of a healing community.   
Bending down to lift up another

is good exercise for the heart.

Matthew Henry

The knowledge they have, they must communicate for the good of others; not put it under a bushel, but spread it. The talent must not be buried in a napkin, but traded with. The disciples of Christ must not muffle themselves up in privacy and obscurity, under pretense of contemplation, modesty, or self-preservation, but, as they have received the gift, must minister the same.

This Little Light Of Mine

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. —Matthew 5:16

The Lake Michigan shoreline (a short drive from where I live) is dotted with lighthouses built to enable ship captains to navigate into safe harbors. The structures are varied in size, shape, and color, but each has unique charm and beauty. Pictures of the lighthouses are featured in books and calendars, and some people collect replicas and other lighthouse items.

But lighthouses were not built just to be admired; they were built to hold lights that guide sailors to safety. A lighthouse is most useful and appreciated when, in the darkness of night, only its light can be seen—not the structure itself.

When Jesus sent out His disciples, He called them "the light of the world" (Matthew 5:14). He also indicated that their task was not to draw attention to themselves, but to do good works that would cause people to recognize God's goodness and glorify Him.

Jesus said that just as a lamp's purpose is to give light, we also are to let our light shine (vv.15-16). We're most effective when we shine brightly in the darkness, guiding people who need to find safe harbor in Christ.

For a light to be effective, it has to be shining in a dark place. 
A little light makes a big difference

in the darkest night.

Good Things in Matthew:

· Fruit

· Works

· Gifts

· Tree

· Cheer

· Comfort

· Ground

· Seed

· Work

C. H. Spurgeon

Let the light of your purity and your good works be as bright as possible, yet let not the light be to your own praise and glory; but let it be clearly seen that your good works are the result of sovereign grace, for which all the glory must be given to “your Father which is in heaven.”

Putting Love Into Practice

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. —Matthew 5:16 

In his book Christians in the Marketplace, Bill Hybels says that people outside the faith often say, "Show me" before they say, "Tell me."

I knew a young man in Germany named Wolfgang who modeled Hybels' principle at a building site where he worked. As an enthusiastic believer, Wolfgang always read his Bible during lunch. Though his fellow workers jeered, he didn't stop his daily reading. He simply prayed for a way to demonstrate Christ's love to them.

When the workers went home at night, they always left their muddy boots behind. Wolfgang began staying late after work to clean their boots. The men were puzzled at first but then realized that Wolfgang was the only one among them who would perform this humble service. Not only did they come to respect him, but sometimes they even asked him to read the Bible to them. Only eternity will reveal the full effect of Wolfgang's shining life. But this we know: When his co-workers saw his good works, they started listening to his God.

Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may . . . glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). If you long to lead the people around you to Jesus, radiate His love by doing practical deeds for God's glory alone.


A Christian's life is a window

through which others can see Jesus.

Light:

· Revelation
· Reflection
· Identification
· Relationship
· Vivification
· Possession
· Satisfaction
Hallelujah Chorus' Custom

On March 23, 1743, when "The Messiah" was first performed in London, the king was present in the great audience. It is reported that all were so deeply moved by the "Hallelujah Chorus" that with the impressive words, "For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth," the whole audience, including the king sprang to its feet, and remained standing through the entire chorus. From that time to this it has always been the custom to stand during the chorus whenever it is performed. With spontaneous joy the soul stands to salute Him who "cometh in the name of the Lord." He is "King of kings, and Lord of lords" and to Him we pledge allegiance.

Closet Christians

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. —Matthew 5:16

A businessman gave his heart to Jesus as a result of a Billy Graham evangelistic event. When he told his co-workers, his Christian business partner was elated. But the new believer hadn't known about his faith, and said, "You know, you're one reason I resisted becoming a Christian for several years. I figured that if someone like you could live a good life and not be a Christian, there was no need for me to become one."

A friend of mine and I were doing business in a local bank. He needed to change a $100 bill. By mistake the teller counted out six $20 bills. When my friend discovered the error, he walked back into the bank and quietly told her what had happened. The teller said, "I can't thank you enough. I would have had to make up the difference. Obviously, you are an honest man." He replied, "The reason I am honest is that I'm a committed follower of Jesus Christ. Giving you back the money is something He would want me to do."

Christians should lead exemplary lives. But it's important that we reveal the Source of strength and life who enables us to be different. As Jesus said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" 
It's the life behind the words that makes your testimony effective.

Open It

01.
What is your favorite spice?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
What is it about darkness that frightens people?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

03.
Why do people commit crimes and evil acts under cover of darkness?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04.
What are the top five moral problems our country is facing?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

05.
To what valuable substance did Jesus compare His disciples? (5:13)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
What is an essential characteristic of salt? (5:13)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
How did Jesus imply that a Christian’s positive influence can wane or disappear? (5:13)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
What happens to salt that loses its flavor? (5:13)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
To what did Jesus compare His followers? (5:14)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
How are we like light? (5:14)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
What are improper and proper uses for a lamp? (5:15)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What use of a lamp teaches us about living? How? (5:15)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13.
According to Jesus, how exactly are Christians to be like lamps? (5:16)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
What kind of behavior should other people see Christians exhibiting? (5:16)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
If believers live as they are supposed to live, how will others respond toward God? (5:16)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

16.
What did Jesus mean when He called His followers salt?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
What sort of effect does salt have on food?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
How do salty things affect us?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
How can a Christian lose his or her saltiness?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What does it mean to “let your light shine”?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
How might a believer hide his or her light?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
What is the effect of bright light in a dark place?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
What does light reveal?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24.
What specific behaviors mark the life-style of a salty, shining Christian?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

25.
In light of your gifts, abilities, and interests, what specific problem in our world can you counteract as a representative of Christ?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

26.
What phone calls or letters would you be willing to make or write this week in order to be salt and light in a decaying, dark world?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

27.
To whom in your neighborhood, family, or workplace can you be salt and light this week?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

28.
How can you be salt and light to the people God has placed in your life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:17
"Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill.  

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 
TODAY IN THE WORD
The Chicago Fire Department is finally abandoning its telegraph system. The system is so old that visiting Japanese fire officials thought they were being shown a museum piece when they viewed the telegraph on a tour of a Chicago fire station. But the telegraph has reliably linked Chicago's fire dispatchers with the city's fire stations for over a century. The system is being replaced by a multimillion-dollar computerized dispatching center. 

When lives and property are in jeopardy, every dot and dash of a fire department's Morse code message carries importance. That's even more true of the smallest strokes and portions of a Hebrew letter in the Word of God, which will never pass away. 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus affirmed the complete inspiration and authority of the Old Testament as He explained the relationship of His kingdom to the Mosaic Law. 

Matthew 5:17-20 holds an important key to our understanding of the Sermon on the Mount. In today's text, Jesus refuted the idea that He was teaching a rival system to the Law of Moses, which the Pharisees and their cohorts claimed to safeguard. 

Instead, Jesus was absolutely faithful to the Law. He came in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy to keep the Law perfectly--something no mere human being could ever accomplish! 

By their traditions, the Pharisees had twisted and even nullified the true meaning and intent of the Law. Jesus exposed the superficiality of their teachings and reaffirmed the truth that God is more interested in the condition of our hearts than in the ""correctness"" of our behavior. 

C. H. Spurgeon

The life, work, and words of Christ are not an emendation of the Old Testament, or an abrogation of it. It stands fast and firm, fulfilled, carried to perfection, filled to the full in Christ.

Our righteousness must:


Come from what God does in us, not what we can do by ourselves, 


Be God-centered, not self-centered, 


Be based on reverence for God, not approval from people, and 


Go beyond keeping the law to living by the principles behind the law.
J.I Packer

God’s commands in the natural law, which the Decalogue restates and the New Testament moral teaching embodies, always remain the same in essence, for they are rooted in the realities of creation; although within that basic frame there appears angles, applications, and additions that are determined by the stage that God’s gracious covenant purpose for his own needy people has reached at any one time. The law of Christ for his redeemed people should still be seen as meshing with the natural law to supplement its contents, and as focusing the frame of reference within which Christians must pursue the purposes and policies of love and justice that the natural law requires of them. The natural law remains the basis on which all that is distinctive in Christian morality is superimposed.

On The Making Of Laws

There are two million laws in the United States. If a man could familiarize himself with them at the rate of two a day, he could be qualified to act as a law-abiding citizen in the space of six thousand years.

All the laws of ancient Rome were ordered by Emperor Justinian to be compiled during the 6th century A.D. With sixteen assistants, Tribonian came up with 2,000 volumes after three years.

According to Robert Ripley, the French statesman Ferdinand Flocon was the only man who succeeded in making a poem out of the law. He took the whole French Civil Code, with its 2,281 articles, statues, annotations, and amendments, and converted them into an immaculate poem of 120,000 words perfect in rhyme and meter. He did it ostensibly to make the law more palatable, but died in exile in Switzerland and left his widow in abject poverty.

C. H. Spurgeon

No cross of a “t” and no dot of an “I” shall be taken from God’s law. Its requirements will always be the same; immutably fixed, and never to be abated by so little as “one jot or one tittle.”

TODAY IN THE WORD
It is not unusual for some teachers to grade on a curve when they give an especially difficult exam. This practice adjusts the grading scale to the performance of the students rather than grading the students’ performance based upon an established scale. Of course, the fear of every student who is graded this way is that someone in the class will “break” the curve by answering most of the questions correctly! 

Some who misunderstand the Bible’s theology of grace believe that God uses a similar approach when it comes to judging human behavior. They are convinced that the only requirement in order to be declared righteous in God’s sight is to “do one’s best.” While they admit that they are not perfect, they take comfort in the knowledge that they are not as bad as others. 

Jesus reveals the error of such thinking in this passage by pointing out that He had come to “fulfill” the Law and the Prophets rather than abolish them (v. 17). The terms Law and Prophets refer to the entire Old Testament. Jesus did not lower God’s standard; He upheld it and warned that those who set it aside would be “called least in the kingdom of heaven” (v. 19). 

Ironically, the religious leaders of Christ’s day wrongly believed that they were living by God’s standard. They took pride in their own righteousness and viewed with contempt all those who fell short of that standard. In reality, they had modified God’s law to fit their performance and had added their own traditions to it. One of Jesus’ goals in this section of the Sermon on the Mount was to correct the standard to reflect God’s scale. 

TODAY IN THE WORD

It is not unusual for some teachers to grade on a curve when they give an especially difficult exam. This practice adjusts the grading scale to the performance of the students rather than grading the students’ performance based upon an established scale. Of course, the fear of every student who is graded this way is that someone in the class will “break” the curve by answering most of the questions correctly! 

Some who misunderstand the Bible’s theology of grace believe that God uses a similar approach when it comes to judging human behavior. They are convinced that the only requirement in order to be declared righteous in God’s sight is to “do one’s best.” While they admit that they are not perfect, they take comfort in the knowledge that they are not as bad as others. 

Jesus reveals the error of such thinking in this passage by pointing out that He had come to “fulfill” the Law and the Prophets rather than abolish them (v. 17). The terms Law and Prophets refer to the entire Old Testament. Jesus did not lower God’s standard; He upheld it and warned that those who set it aside would be “called least in the kingdom of heaven” (v. 19). 

Ironically, the religious leaders of Christ’s day wrongly believed that they were living by God’s standard. They took pride in their own righteousness and viewed with contempt all those who fell short of that standard. In reality, they had modified God’s law to fit their performance and had added their own traditions to it. One of Jesus’ goals in this section of the Sermon on the Mount was to correct the standard to reflect God’s scale. 

5:18
"For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all is accomplished.  

I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one little shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.  

J.I Packer

Scripture shows that God intends his law to function in three ways , which Calvin crystallized in classic form for the church’s benefit as the law’s threefold use. Its first function is to be a mirror reflecting to us both the perfect righteousness of God and our own sinfulness and shortcomings. The law is meant to give knowledge of sin and, by showing us our need of pardon and our danger of damnation, to lead us in repentance and faith to Christ. Its second function is to restrain evil. Though it cannot change the heart, the law can to some extent inhibit lawlessness by its threats of judgment; thus it secures some civil order and goes some way to protect the regenerate into the good works that God has planned for them. The law tells God’s children what will please their heavenly Father. The Christian is free from the law as a supposed system of salvation, but is under Christ’s law as a rule of life.

C. H. Spurgeon

See how the great Lord of the New Testament confirms the Old Testament. He has not come to set up a destructive criticism that will tear in pieces the Book of Deuteronomy, or cut out the very heart of the Psalms, or grind Ezekiel to powder between his own wheels; but Christ has come to establish yet more firmly than before all that was written aforetime, and to make it stand fast as the everlasting hills.

Illustration

The Courier publishes an interesting comment from a Palestine missionary to the effect that the Arabs dislike to buy the Bible because they say it promises to give their land to the Jews, and they say that the promise to Abraham still holds good. They are right concerning the promise, but their refusal to buy and read the Bible will not prevent the fulfillment of its prophecies.

R. C. Sproul

It is significant that the question before the Jerusalem Council centered on the extent to which Gentile Christians must obey the law of God, for the place of the law in the life of the Christian is still much debated today.
What is the law of God? It begins in the character of God, in His own standards that determine whether He is pleased or offended by the actions and attitudes of His creatures. As such, there has always been a law. Even Adam and Eve were under God’s law; a requirement of perfect, perpetual obedience. Later, at Sinai, God began to give His law in written form. While all God’s commandments throughout the Old and New testaments are part of His law, the Mosaic code is of central importance, for it God was establishing His covenant with His people. It includes three general parts. First is the moral law, the Ten Commandments. These were God’s constitution for His people, for all other laws were based on these principles. Second is the judicial law, the “case law” that governed relations among the people of Israel, giving judges examples by which to rule. Third is the ceremonial law, the regulations for worship in Israel.

Is this law still in force for believers in this year of our Lord? Certain portions of the Mosaic law have been abrogated. The ceremonial laws of sacrifices and holiness were largely intended to prefigure the coming of Christ, and are now fulfilled; similarly, the dietary laws are clearly abrogated by Peter’s vision in Acts 10. The judicial laws were intended to govern the ancient kingdom of Israel, and with its passing are no longer in force. But the Ten Commandments, as the root of all other laws, still stand. They were always unique; God wrote them on stone and they were kept in the ark of the covenant. Other laws were dictated to Moses and written of papyrus.

Jesus Himself, in His New Testament teaching, strongly affirms and greatly expands our understanding of these commandments. As a result, according to the Westminster Confession of Faith, “The moral law doth for ever bind all.” This law of God is important and relevant to our lives today.
C. H. Spurgeon

It is vain to teach the commandments without first doing them. The doing must always precede the teaching. If a man’s example cannot be safely followed, it will be unsafe to trust his words.

5:19
"Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments, and so teaches others, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  

5:19 Some of those in the crowd were experts at telling others what to do, but they missed the central point of God’s laws themselves. Jesus made it clear, however, that obeying God’s law is more important than explaining it. It’s much easier to study God’s laws and tell others to obey them than to put them into practice. How are you doing 

TODAY IN THE WORD
The Wall Street Journal reports that a debate is raging in the auto industry over the best way for workers to take breaks. Should all workers in a plant go on break at the same time, thereby shutting down the production line? Or should one worker at a time go on break, with ""tag"" workers replacing those on break? Analysts estimate that keeping the production line moving could add as much as $100 million to a large plant's annual profits. 

An argument about how to take a coffee break sounds like the type of issue the Pharisees could have debated for weeks. These respected leaders of Israel prided themselves on their scrupulous obedience to the many regulations their ancestors had added to the Law of Moses. 

But this prideful obedience was at the heart of the Pharisees' problem. They focused on external rules--what Jesus called the ""outside of the cup and dish"" (Luke 11:39). In so doing, they failed to keep their hearts (the inside of the cup) clean. In addition to transgressing the core of God's Law themselves, they had also led others astray (see Matt. 23:13). 

The Pharisees' obedience to God extended only to matters that could be seen and measured and touched. But in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus set the record straight. Anyone who wants to enter His kingdom will need a righteousness that reaches all the way to the heart! 

Jesus makes this contrast in an interesting way in today's verses. The person who fails to keep one of God's commands is not necessarily excluded from the kingdom, although his place in the kingdom will be less glorious than the one who ""practices and teaches these commands"" (v. 19). 

C. H. Spurgeon

A true man may make mistakes, and so he may teach men to violate some one or other of the divine commandments. If he does so, he shall not perish, for he was honest in his blunder; but he shall be among the least in the kingdom of heaven. But he, who earnestly, perseveringly, and conscientiously teaches all that he knows of the divine will, “the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven

Commands:

· Adjustment

· Activity

· Alertness

· Attention

· Fruitfulness

· Separation

· Testimony

Oswald Chambers

“The kingdom of God is within you,” uncompromisingly within you. We must never compromise with the kingdoms of this world; the temptation the Devil presents is that we should compromise. We recognize his temptation in the teaching that proclaims there is no such being as the Devil and no such place as hell; much that is called sin is mere defect; men and women are like poor babes lost in the woods, just be kind and gentle with them, talk about the fatherhood of God, about universals and brotherhood, the kindness of Providence and the nobility of man. Our Lord’s temptations reveal where the onslaught will come. Today, through an overabundance of Christian activities, Jesus Christ is being dethroned in hearts, and Christian wits and wisdom are taking His place; consequently, when trials and difficulties come, most of us are at our wits’ end because we have succumbed to one or another of these temptations.

Which Commandment To Obey?

There is a story told in Benjamin Franklin's autobiography of a clergyman who was ordered to read the proclamation issued by Charles I, bidding the people to return to sports on Sundays. To his congregation's horror and amazement, he did read the royal edict in church, which many clergy had refused to do. But he followed it with the words, "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy," and added: "Brethren, I have laid before you the commandment of your king and the Commandment of your God. I leave it to you to judge which of the two ought rather to be observed."




C. H. Spurgeon

Who seemed to have reached the very highest degree of it; indeed, they themselves thought they went rather over the mark than under it, but Christ says to his disciples, “Unless your righteousness goes beyond that,

5:20
"For I say to you, that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.  

at obeying God yourself?

5:20 The Pharisees were exacting and scrupulous in their attempts to follow their laws. So how could Jesus reasonably call us to a greater righteousness than theirs? The Pharisees’ weakness was that they were content to obey the laws outwardly without allowing God to change their hearts (or attitudes). Jesus was saying, therefore, that the quality of our goodness should be greater than that of the Pharisees. They looked pious, but they were far from the kingdom of God. God judges our hearts as well as our deeds, for it is in the heart that our real allegiance lies. Be just as concerned about your attitudes that people don’t see as about your actions that are seen by all.

5:20 Jesus was saying that his listeners needed a different kind of righteousness altogether (love and obedience), not just a more intense version of the Pharisees’ righteousness (legal compliance).
C. H. Spurgeon

These are solemn words of warning. God grant that we may have a righteousness which exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, a righteousness inwrought by the Spirit of God, a righteousness of the heart and of the life!

R.C. Sproul

We all know of the Pharisees in Scripture who labored to keep the letter of the law but were lax to keep the spirit of the law. What we might not realize is how often we are guilty of the same “legalistic” tendencies when we fail to observe the difference between the spirit and the latter of the law in our interpretation of Scripture.

There were different types of legalists in New Testament times. The first and most famous was the type that legislated rules and regulations beyond what God had commanded. Jesus rebuked the Pharisees for making the traditions of the rabbis as authoritative as the Law of Moses. Another distortion of the law was when people sought to obey the spirit of the law but ignored the letter. This is a common problem in today’s churches. Letter and spirit are inseparably related. The legalist destroys the spirit and the antinomians (i.e., “anti-law”) destroys the letter.

Jesus’ discussion of the law in the Sermon on the Mount has been woefully abused by interpreters. Some people think Jesus was saying that anger is just as bad as murder, that lust is as grievous a sin as adultery. Some may even argue that since they have already lusted after another person, they may as well go ahead and commit adultery because they are already guilty of the crime in God’s eyes. This is not only a gross distortion of what Jesus said, but it compounds the felony of lust with the full measure of the sin of adultery. Nowhere in the Sermon on the Mount does Jesus say that anger is as bad as murder or that lust is as bad as adultery. What he does say is that if a person refrains from murder but hates his brother or insults his brother he has not fulfilled the full import of the law against murder. Murder is a sin, but so is hatred and slander.

The point of Jesus’  teaching is that the law has a wider application than its letter. If you murder someone you violate the latter of the law; if you hate someone you violate the spirit. With regard to adultery, Jesus says that when you lust, you commit adultery in your “heart.” The point is that there is more to sin than external acts, but that doesn’t mean that all sins are equal. God is concerned with the heart s well as with the act.

C. H. Spurgeon

Christ does not teach a lower kind of morality than the Pharisees taught.

They were very particular about little things, jots and tittles; but we must go further than they went; we must have more righteousness of life than they had, although they seemed to their fellow-men to be excessively precise. Christ aims at perfect purity in his people, and we must aim at it too, and we must really attain to more holiness than the best outward morals can produce.

Oswald Chambers

The characteristic of a disciple is not that he does good things, but that he is good in his motives, having been made good by the supernatural grace of God. The only thing that exceeds right-doing is right-being. Jesus Christ came to place within anyone who would let Him a new heredity that would have a righteousness exceeding that of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus is saying, "If you are My disciple, you must be right not only in your actions, but also in your motives, your aspirations, and in the deep recesses of the thoughts of your mind." Your motives must be so pure that God Almighty can see nothing to rebuke. Who can stand in the eternal light of God and have nothing for Him to rebuke? Only the Son of God, and Jesus Christ claims that through His redemption He can place within anyone His own nature and make that person as pure and as simple as a child. The purity that God demands is impossible unless I can be remade within, and that is exactly what Jesus has undertaken to do through His redemption.

No one can make himself pure by obeying laws. Jesus Christ does not give us rules and regulations -- He gives us His teachings which are truths that can only be interpreted by His nature which He places within us. The great wonder of Jesus Christ's salvation is that He changes our heredity. He does not change human nature -- He changes its source, and thereby its motives as well.

R. C. Sproul

As we consider the three obstacles that stand in the way of the Christian’s journey through this life, we need to keep our focus on our goal: being sanctified by the Spirit of Christ. Sanctification is our goal, seeking the righteousness of Christ is our purpose. We cannot lose sight of this, for if we do we can stray from the faith and become ensnared in worldly concerns and distractions of the flesh.

Jesus was very firm on His teaching concerning our sanctification. In Matthew 5, He said, “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” The righteousness of the Pharisees was of an external nature. They were extremely conscientious about keeping the law, but they did not apply the deeper principles of the law. They would tithe even the lint in their pockets, but they wouldn’t love their neighbor. They would not lay a hand against their brother, but the wouldn’t think twice about calling their brother a fool.

Upon this consideration, we might think it an easy thing to exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees. Bu we must not be so easily deceived. Many of us fail to take the Law even half as seriously as the Pharisees did. Their emphasis was definitely wrong, but they did strive to be righteous ( y their own understanding of righteousness). This is more than many in the church do today, for an antinomian (anti-law) spirit has taken it s hold, and too many people think they can do anything they want as long as they “love” Jesus. But this is not striving toward that righteousness which exceeds that of the Pharisees.

We must insert at this point that there is a righteousness that exceeds the Pharisees’ which comes to us through the imputation of Christ’s righteousness. If we have faith in Christ, then His righteousness is applied to us, and this righteousness far exceeds any that the Pharisees might have had. This passage in Matthew might simply be referring to this imputed righteousness. But there is a dimension that  is more subjective, it involves action on our part. Jesus might have been talking only about His righteousness that is given to us by God, but He might have been talking about our righteous actions as well. We will consider this possibility in our next study.
C. H. Spurgeon

The scribes and Pharisees were supposed to be righteous beyond all others. “Nay,” saith Christ; “you must go beyond them.” They were, after all, superficial, flimsy, pretentious, unreal in their righteousness; and we must have a far nobler character than they ever attained, or we “shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.”

Oswald Chambers

“Except your righteousness shall exceed” not be different from but exceed; that is, we have to be all they are and infinitely more! We have to be right in our external behavior, but we have to be as right, and righter, in our internal behavior. We have to be right in our words and actions, but we have to be as right in our thoughts and feelings. We have to be right according to the conventions of the society of godly people, but we have also to be right in conscience toward God.

God’s laws are not watered down to suit anyone; if God did that He would cease to be God. The moral law never alters for the noblest or the weakest; it remains abidingly and eternally the same.

KINGDOM OF GOD  God’s kingly rule or sovereignty. The Old Testament contains no references to the kingdom of God. However, in the Old Testament God is spoken of as ruling (for example, Psalm 47:2; Psalm 103:19; Daniel 4:17; Daniel 4:25-37). The Old Testament emphasis on God’s sovereign power over all kings and kingdoms sets the stage for the New Testament teaching. Jesus made the kingdom of God central in His preaching. More than a hundred references to the kingdom appear in the Gospels, many in Jesus’ parables. 

The kingdom of God was the central image in Jesus’ preaching as clearly seen in Mark 1:14-15, a summary of the preaching of Jesus. The kingdom of God is the heart of the summary. 

In His parables Jesus spoke of the kingdom in many different ways. He said that the kingdom is like a farmer (Matthew 13:24), a seed (Matthew 13:31), a yeast (Matthew 13:33), a treasure (Matthew 13:44), a pearl merchant (Matthew 13:45), a fishnet (Matthew 13:47), an employer (Matthew 20:1), a king inviting people to a marriage feast (Matthew 22:2), and ten young women (Matthew 25:1). He spoke also of the glad tidings of the kingdom (Luke 8:1) and of the mystery of the kingdom of God (Mark 4:11). 

Jesus spoke Aramaic; the Gospel writers translated Jesus’ sermons and parables into Greek. Mark, Luke, and John translated Jesus’ words as “kingdom of God.” Matthew sometimes used this phrase too, but often he preferred to translate Jesus’ Aramaic words as “kingdom of heaven.” The two phrases mean exactly the same thing, because they are translations of the same Aramaic words of Jesus. 

What did Jesus mean when he spoke of the kingdom of God? He meant, quite simply, the rule of God. The kingdom of God is the reign of God. 

This is best understood if it is distinguished from what Jesus did not mean. He was not speaking of a geographical area such as the Holy Land or the Temple. He was not speaking of a political entity such as the nation of Israel or the Sanhedrin. He was not speaking of a group of people such as His disciples or the church. 

Rather, the kingdom of God is God’s ruling. It is the sovereign reign of God. This rule is independent of all geographical areas or political entities. It is true that the rule of God implies a people to be ruled, and Jesus called upon people to enter the kingdom. The kingdom itself should be distinguished from the people who enter it. 

Jesus taught that the kingdom of God looks unimpressive, but it is going to grow into something tremendous. The kingdom is like a tiny mustard seed which grows into a bush large enough to provide shelter for God’s creatures (Mark 4:30-32). 

Jesus never said that people are to build the kingdom of God. On the contrary, the establishment of the kingdom is a work of God. God will reign, and people can contribute nothing to that reigning of God. 

When will God establish his kingdom? In one sense, the kingdom will not come until some unspecified time in the future (see, for example, Matthew 25:1-46). There is a sense in which modern Christians may still look forward to the coming of the kingdom of God. 

On the other hand, Jesus also said that there is a sense in which the kingdom of God had come in His own time. “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark 1:15). He said in an even more explicit way: “But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you” (Luke 11:20). 

So the kingdom of God was the rule of God which He extended over human lives through the ministry of Jesus; and it also is His rule which will be consummated or made complete in the future. 

Since people cannot build the kingdom of God, what response are they to make to Jesus’ message about the kingdom? First, they can make the kingdom their priority and seek it ahead of everything else (Matthew 6:33). It is a pearl of such value that they should sell everything else they have in order to be able to purchase it (Matthew 13:44-46). Second, they can repent and believe the good news of the kingdom (Mark 1:14-15), and so enter the kingdom like little children (Mark 10:14). Third, they can pray for the rule of God to come soon: “Thy kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10; compare 1 Cor. 16:22). Finally, they can be ready when the kingdom does finally come (Matthew 25:1-46). 

The Lord’s Prayer contains three requests, as follows: “Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:9-10). These three phrases mean just about the same thing, and they tell us a lot about the kingdom of God. “Hallowed be thy name” means: “Let Your name be hallowed, or honored”; or, “Bring all people to respect and reverence You.” “Thy kingdom come” means: “Extend Your rule over human lives.” “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” means: “Extend Your rule over human lives here and now so that they will reverence and respect You.” 

In His preaching Jesus regularly invited people to enter the kingdom of God, that is, to open their lives to the ruling of God. It is important to notice whom He invited. 

He invited everyone. That is the great surprise. He did not restrict the invitation to the respectable people, or the religious, or the wealthy or powerful (in Jesus’ day wealth and power were often thought to be signs of God’s blessing). Jesus included everyone without distinction. He spoke of God sending His servants out to highways and hedges to urge people to come in to the kingdom. He even said that it is more difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom than for a camel to go through the eye of a needle (Matthew 19:24). He said that the tax-collectors and prostitutes would go into the kingdom before the moral and religious people (Matthew 21:31). In brief, God is very gracious and loving toward all people, and His kingdom is offered to everyone. 

After Jesus had returned to heaven, the apostles did not continue to make the kingdom the central theme of their preaching. Instead, they began to speak of eternal life, salvation, forgiveness, and other themes. In doing this, they were not deserting Jesus’ concern for the kingdom of God. They were simply expressing the same idea in their way. To speak of salvation is to speak of the kingdom. We might express it as follows: God is graciously giving salvation as a free gift (extending His kingdom) to anyone who will receive it (enter the kingdom) through His Son Jesus Christ, and this salvation begins now (the kingdom is in the midst of you) and will be completed in the future (the kingdom will come like a thief in the night). As Paul put it, the kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17). 

Open It

01.
What is the worst rule or law you’ve ever been aware of?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
When in your life did you feel closest to God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

03.
What rumor was apparently being spread about Jesus and His view of the Old Testament? (5:17)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04.
What did Jesus say was His goal with regard to the Law and the Prophets? (5:17)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
How much of the Law did Jesus say would be fulfilled or accomplished? (5:18)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
According to Jesus, what cataclysmic event would have to happen before God’s Word could be invalidated in even a tiny way? (5:18)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
What two things result in one being called least in the kingdom of heaven? (5:19)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
What happens if a person lives a good life and breaks only minor commandments of God? (5:19)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
What warning was given to those who would encourage others to disregard the Word of God? (5:19)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
Who is considered great in the kingdom of heaven? (5:19)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
To what groups of religious leaders did Jesus make reference? (5:20)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What degree of righteousness is necessary for entrance into the kingdom of heaven? (5:20)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

13.
How trustworthy are the words of Scripture?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
Why did Jesus talk about the righteousness of the Pharisees in this context?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
In discussing sin, why did Jesus make a point of saying, “one of the least of these commandments”?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
What are some ways we occasionally encourage each other to bend or break God’s rules?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
What level of reverence and submission do you think most people have toward the Bible?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
What does it mean to “practice” the commandments of God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
What are some ways to teach others about the righteousness of God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What good can we do to be acceptable to God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
Why is it difficult for us to practice what we preach?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
What ideals are most difficult for you to uphold?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

23.
When and how this week can you consult the Bible for guidance on how to live?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24.
What should you do in the near future about someone who tends to “drag you down”?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

25.
What command of God will you commit to memory this week?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:21
"You have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT MURDER' 
and 'Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.'  

"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.'  

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:  

5:21-22 When Jesus said, “But I tell you,” he was not doing away with the law or adding his own beliefs. Rather, he was giving a fuller understanding of why God made that law in the first place. For example, Moses said, “You shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13); Jesus taught that we should not even become angry enough to murder, for then we have already committed murder in our heart. The Pharisees read this law and, not having literally murdered anyone, felt righteous. Yet they were angry enough with Jesus that they would soon plot his death, though they would not do the dirty work themselves. We miss the intent of God’s Word when we read his rules for living without trying to understand why he made them. When do you keep God’s rules but close your eyes to his intent?

5:21-22 Killing is a terrible sin, but anger is a great sin too because it also violates God’s command to love. Anger in this case refers to a seething, brooding bitterness against someone. It is a dangerous emotion that always threatens to leap out of control, leading to violence, emotional hurt, increased mental stress, and spiritual damage. Anger keeps us from developing a spirit pleasing to God. Have you ever been proud that you didn’t strike out and say what was really on your mind? Self-control is good, but Christ wants us to practice thought-control as well. Jesus said that we will be held accountable even for our attitudes.

TODAY IN THE WORD
How do top corporate executives relieve stress? A recent survey by a temporary-help agency yielded several surprising results. One way is by throwing plates against the wall! Other unusual methods for venting anger and frustration included singing opera while being kept on hold on the telephone, fiddling with children's ""Silly Putty"" during meetings, and playing hockey in the company parking lot. 

Some of these stress-relieving techniques may bring a chuckle, but there's nothing funny about pent-up anger. Anger is a dangerous human reaction, as Jesus explains in today's verses. This is the first of six contrasts Jesus makes between the popular teaching of the day and the true intent of God's law. 

The point here is not that all stress relief is bad. Plate-throwing and other activities may be destructive, but there's nothing wrong with exercising or taking a walk to let off steam. These, however, offer only temporary relief. Jesus went straight to the true core of the problem of anger--the human heart. 

The Pharisees taught that murder is a violation of God's law. So far, so good, since ""do not murder"" is the sixth commandment. But these prideful men were unwilling to look inward and deal with hateful, murderous attitudes in their own hearts; the desire of many in this group to see Jesus put to death is proof of that! Their hearts, if not their outward actions, disobeyed God's law. 

Jesus' teaching went beyond the act of murder to expose the anger of heart that causes a person to turn to violence. Before Cain murdered Abel, the Scripture records that ""Cain was very angry"" (Gen. 4:5). God challenged Cain's anger and warned him that sin was ready to take control of him (vv. 6-7).

C. H. Spurgeon

Antiquity is often pleaded as an authority; but our King makes short work of “them of old time.” He begins with one of their alterations of his Father’s law. They added to the saved oracles. The first part of the saying which our Lord quoted was divine; but it was dragged down to a low level by the addition about the human court, and the murderer’s liability to appear there. It thus became rather a proverb among men than an inspired utterance from the mouth of God. Its meaning, as God spake it, had a far

wider range than when the offense was restrained to actual killing, such as could be brought before a human judgment-seat. To narrow a command is measurably to annul it. We may not do this even with antiquity for our warrant. Better the whole truth newly stated than an old falsehood in ancient language.

TODAY IN THE WORD
When author and pianist Oscar Levant was called to appear before the draft board, he was asked by the examiner whether or not he thought he could kill. “I don’t know about strangers,” Levant replied. “But friends, yes.” 

Levant’s answer harmonizes with the teaching in today’s passage. Jesus’ words indicate that not everyone who commits murder uses a gun. In the vast majority of cases, anger and contempt are the weapons of choice. Jesus warned that anyone who is angry with his brother is as guilty as the one who murders. 

These are troubling words. His listeners would have agreed that all who commit murder deserve judgment. Few of them, however, would have seen themselves as being in such a danger. According to Jesus’ definition of murder, the weapon is the tongue and its arsenal is the human heart (v. 22). 

By pointing to the heart as the source of murder, Jesus not only condemned His listeners but everyone else as well. Who hasn’t been angry with someone else at some point? In this passage, Scripture does not seem to distinguish between legitimate and illegitimate anger. The apostle Paul clarifies this distinction in Ephesians 4:26-27 when he says, “ 'In your anger do not sin’: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” Even Paul’s distinction carries with it a warning that legitimate anger must be dealt with quickly. 

Anger is a normal human emotion. But human anger is also affected by sin, and left to itself anger will always fall short of God’s standard. Just feeling angry is not necessarily a sin–but unless it is resolved, human anger will eventually degenerate into sin. 

Murder In The U.S.

According to Stanford University psychiatrist Donald T. Lunde, the United States is in the midst of a record-breaking murder epidemic. In a mere 10 years since 1965, the murder rate has doubled and is now the highest in history.

American youths are the most frequent victims and perpetuators of murder. Death violence was the sole cause of a 19% increase in the death rate of young adults between 15 to 24 years old, this past 10 years.

There are at least 50 million guns in the hands of American civilians, with some estimates running as high as 200 million. And two-thirds of all US murders are committed with guns, almost all with handguns. Dr. Lunde said: "We have more guns per capita than any country in the world.”

C. H. Spurgeon

God had said, “Thou shalt not kill;” but the remainder of the verse was the gloss of the Rabbis, a true one, yet one that very much diminishes the force of the divine command.

Oswald Chambers

There is no vindictiveness in our Lord’s judgments; He passes judgment always out of His personal love.

We have judged our fellowmen as sinners. If God should judge us like that we would be in hell. God judges us through the marvelous atonement of Jesus Christ.

We cannot judge ourselves by ourselves or by anyone else; there is always one fact more in everyone’s life that we do not know. We cannot put men into types; we are never at the balance of one another’s heredity; therefore, the judgment cannot lie with us.

C. H. Spurgeon

This is a proof that Christ did not come to abolish the law, or to abate its demands in any degree whatsoever.

TODAY IN THE WORD
When author and pianist Oscar Levant was called to appear before the draft board, he was asked by the examiner whether or not he thought he could kill. “I don’t know about strangers,” Levant replied. “But friends, yes.” 

Levant’s answer harmonizes with the teaching in today’s passage. Jesus’ words indicate that not everyone who commits murder uses a gun. In the vast majority of cases, anger and contempt are the weapons of choice. Jesus warned that anyone who is angry with his brother is as guilty as the one who murders. 

These are troubling words. His listeners would have agreed that all who commit murder deserve judgment. Few of them, however, would have seen themselves as being in such a danger. According to Jesus’ definition of murder, the weapon is the tongue and its arsenal is the human heart (v. 22). 

By pointing to the heart as the source of murder, Jesus not only condemned His listeners but everyone else as well. Who hasn’t been angry with someone else at some point? In this passage, Scripture does not seem to distinguish between legitimate and illegitimate anger. The apostle Paul clarifies this distinction in Ephesians 4:26-27 when he says, “ 'In your anger do not sin’: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold.” Even Paul’s distinction carries with it a warning that legitimate anger must be dealt with quickly. 

Anger is a normal human emotion. But human anger is also affected by sin, and left to itself anger will always fall short of God’s standard. Just feeling angry is not necessarily a sin–but unless it is resolved, human anger will eventually degenerate into sin. 

5:22
"But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.  

But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be in danger of the fire of hell.  

But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.  

C. H. Spurgeon

Murder lies within anger, for we wish harm to the object of our wrath, or even wish that he did not exist, and this is to kill him in desire. Anger “without a cause“ is forbidden by the command which says “Thou shalt not

kill;” for unjust anger is killing in intent. Such anger without cause brings us under higher judgment than that of Jewish police-courts. God takes cognizance of the emotions from which acts of hate may spring, and calls us to account as much for the angry feeling as for the murderous deed.

Words also come under the same condemnation: a man shall be judged for what he “shall say to his brother.” To call a man Raca, or a worthless fellow, is to kill him in his reputation, and to say to him, “Thou fool,” is to kill him as to the noblest characteristics of a man. Hence all this comes under such censure as men distribute in their councils; yes, under what is far worse, the punishment awarded by the highest court of the universe, which dooms men to “hell fire.” Thus our Lord and King restores the law of God to its true force, and warns us that it denounces not only the overt act of killing, but every thought, feeling, and word which would tend to injure a brother, or annihilate him by contempt.

Matthew Henry

Anger is a natural passion; there are cases in which it is lawful and laudable; but it is then sinful when we are angry without cause. The word signifies: without cause, without any good effect, without moderation; so that the anger is then sinful,

When it is without any just provocation given; either for no cause, or no great and proportional cause; when we are angry at children or servants for that which could not be helped, which was only a piece of forgetfulness or mistake, that we ourselves might easily have been guilty of, and for which we should not have been angry at ourselves; when we are angry upon groundless surmises, or for trivial affronts not worth speaking of,

When it is without any good end aimed at, merely to show our authority, then it is vain, it is to do hurt; whereas if we are at any time angry, it should be to awaken the offender to repentance, and prevent his doing so again; to clear ourselves, and to give warning to other.

When it exceeds due bounds; when we are hardy and headstrong in our anger, violent and vehement, outrageous and mischievous, and when we seek the hurt of those we are displeased at. This is a breach of the sixth commandment, for he that is thus angry would kill if he could and burst; he has taken the first step towards it; Cain’s killing his brother began in anger; he is a murderer in the account of God, who knows his heart, whence murders proceed.

C. H. Spurgeon

And a far higher judgment than that of men;

A word of very uncertain meaning, a kind of snubbing word, a word of contempt which men used to one another, meaning that there was nothing in them: “Whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,” —

Christ will not have us treat men with anger, or with contempt, which is a very evil form of hate, akin to murder, because we as good as say, “That man is nobody;” that is, we make nothing of him, which is morally to kill him. We must not treat our fellow-men with contempt and derision, nor indulge any angry temper against them, for anger is of the devil, but “love is of God.”

Matthew Henry

“Raca” is a scornful word, and comes from pride, “Thou empty fellow”; it is the language of that which Solomon calls “proud wrath”, which tramples upon our brother... “Thou fool” is a spiteful word, and comes from hatred; looking upon him, not only as mean and not to be honored, but as vile and not to be loved; “Thou wicked man, thou reprobate.” The former speaks a man without sense this in Scripture language speaks a man without grace; the more the reproach touches his spiritual condition, the worse it is; the former is a haughty taunting of our brother, this is a malicious censuring and condemning of him, as abandoned of God. Now this is a breach of the sixth commandment: malicious slanders and censures are poison under the tongue, that kills secretly and slowly: bitter words are as arrows that wound suddenly, or as a sword in the bones. The good name of our neighbor, which is better than life, is thereby stabbed and murdered; and it is an evidence of such an ill-will to our neighbor as would strike at his life, if it were in our power.

Provoke God's Anger:


Provoke God



(stubbornness and rebellion)

Idolatry



(worshipping false gods)

Murmuring



(idle talk and complaints)

Pride




(quality of being arrogant)

Self-will




(obstinate decisions)

Adultery



(illicit sex)

Rebellion



(overthrowing authority)

Backsliding



(higher condition to lower)

Willful sinning



(offending Jesus on purpose)

Spiritualism



(evil demonic spirits)

Hindering Jesus



(obstructing and hampering)

Wickedness



(immoral acts or habits)
Raca

An Aramaic word of utmost contempt and scorn, as English "YOU!" or, scoundrel, wicked rascal.

Council

The Sanhedrin composed of 71 judges presided over by the high priest or a local council of each synagogue composed of 3 or more men.

Gahanna

Near Jerusalem where perpetual fires were kept to burn all refuse and purify the air to prevent pestilence. Used 12 times of "hell," the place of eternal punishment of the wicked.
C. H. Spurgeon

Oh, what divine dignity there is in this majestic Person whose ipse dixit is to shift all the sayings of the ages! He claims authority to speak, even though he should contradict all the Rabbis and all the learned men that went before him: “I say unto you,” 
Christ here shows us that the commandment, “Thou shalt not kill,” deals with anger, with angry words, with words of cursing, with words of derision, for all these are killing things, hurting and wounding things, and the passion of anger is forbidden under the command, “Thou shalt not kill.”

Men have not thought so, but it really is so, for he who is angry with his brother is a murderer; there is the spirit, the essence of that which leads to murder in the passion which breeds malice and revenge. The law is spiritual; it touches the emotions, the thoughts, the desires, as well as the words and actions of men. If I desire ill for a man, I have within me that which would desire his death; and what is that, after all, but murder in the heart? How strict is this law, and yet how just and right!

5:23
"If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you,  

"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;  

5:23-24 Broken relationships can hinder our relationship with God. If we have a problem or grievance with a friend, we should resolve the problem as soon as possible. We are hypocrites if we claim to love God while we hate others. Our attitudes toward others reflect our relationship with God (1 John 4:20).

TODAY IN THE WORD
When D. L. Moody was four years old, his father died, leaving a large, impoverished family. The eldest son ran away from home, but each night his mother put a light in the window, hoping for his return. 

Mr. Moody recalled that when his older brother did come home, he was barely recognizable behind a heavy beard. It was only as he began to cry that Mrs. Moody realized it was her son and invited him in. ""No, mother,"" he said, ""I will not come in until I hear first that you have forgiven me."" Mrs. Moody threw her arms around her son and brought him indoors. 

Moody's older brother was clearly in the wrong and he knew it, which made his mother's gift of forgiveness and reconciliation a special one. We as believers have the gift of re-conciliation to offer others, and Jesus urges us to give it freely. 

In fact, Jesus commands us to initiate reconciliation whether we are in the right or in the wrong. In Matthew 5:23-24, Jesus doesn't define who is the guilty party or who is responsible for the broken relationship. The point is not to assign blame, but to make the situation right. 

The same is true in the courtroom scene Jesus outlined in verses 25-26. He didn't say the person being taken to court will definitely be found guilty, although that seems to be the likely outcome if the case goes to trial. It doesn't matter who's right or who's wrong--again, the point is to ""settle matters quickly."" 

Taking the first step in re-conciliation is our responsibility as believers. When we fail to do so, we often try to justify ourselves by saying something like, ""I'm not mad at her, she's mad at me. It's her problem. She needs to deal with it."" 

But Jesus turns that kind of logic upside-down. God wants us to do everything we can to remove barriers and offenses between us and other Christians. Otherwise, our acts of worship are hollow to Him. That ought to be motivation enough to seek peace!
C. H. Spurgeon

It is said that, in Hindostan, there is a complete divorce of religion from morality, so that a man may be supposed to be eminently religious even while living in the utmost filthiness and vice; but it must never be so among us. We must never imagine that God can accept an offering from us while we harbor any enmity in our hearts. Perhaps, after reading this passage, you say, “If I had anything against my brother, I would go to him at once, and seek to be reconciled to him.” That would be quite right; but you must go further than that, for Christ says, “If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee.” It is much more easy to go to the man who has wronged you than to the one whom you have wronged. Yet the second is evidently the clearer duty, and should be attended to at once: neither can we expect the Lord to attend to us unless we attend to this duty.

Oswald Chambers

It is easy for us to imagine that we will suddenly come to a point in our lives where we are fully prepared, but preparation is not suddenly accomplished. In fact, it is a process that must be steadily maintained. It is dangerous to become settled and complacent in our present level of experience. The Christian life requires preparation and more preparation.

The sense of sacrifice in the Christian life is readily appealing to a new Christian. From a human standpoint, the one thing that attracts us to Jesus Christ is our sense of the heroic, and a close examination of us by our Lord's words suddenly puts this tide of enthusiasm to the test. ". . . go your way. First be reconciled to your brother. . . ." The "go" of preparation is to allow the Word of God to examine you closely. Your sense of heroic sacrifice is not good enough. The thing the Holy Spirit will detect in you is your nature that can never work in His service. And no one but God can detect that nature in you. Do you have anything to hide from God? If you do, then let God search you with His light. If there is sin in your life, don't just admit it -- confess it. Are you willing to obey your Lord and Master, whatever the humiliation to your right to yourself may be?

Never disregard a conviction that the Holy Spirit brings to you. If it is important enough for the Spirit of God to bring it to your mind, it is the very thing He is detecting in you. You were looking for some big thing to give up, while God is telling you of some tiny thing that must go. But behind that tiny thing lies the stronghold of obstinacy, and you say, "I will not give up my right to myself" -- the very thing that God intends you to give up if you are to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.

Oswald Chambers

This verse says, "If you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you . . . ." It is not saying, "If you search and find something because of your unbalanced sensitivity," but, "If you . . . remember . . . ." In other words, if something is brought to your conscious mind by the Spirit of God -- "First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift" (5:24). Never object to the intense sensitivity of the Spirit of God in you when He is instructing you down to the smallest detail.

"First be reconciled to your brother . . . ." Our Lord's directive is simple -- "First be reconciled . . . ." He says, in effect, "Go back the way you came -- the way indicated to you by the conviction given to you at the altar; have an attitude in your mind and soul toward the person who has something against you that makes reconciliation as natural as breathing." Jesus does not mention the other person -- He says for you to go. It is not a matter of your rights. The true mark of the saint is that he can waive his own rights and obey the Lord Jesus.

". . . and then come and offer your gift." The process of reconciliation is clearly marked. First we have the heroic spirit of self-sacrifice, then the sudden restraint by the sensitivity of the Holy Spirit, and then we are stopped at the point of our conviction. This is followed by obedience to the Word of God, which builds an attitude or state of mind that places no blame on the one with whom you have been in the wrong. And finally there is the glad, simple, unhindered offering of your gift to God.

C. H. Spurgeon

The Pharisee would urge as a cover for his malice that he brought a sacrifice to make atonement, but our Lord will have forgiveness rendered to our brother first, and then the offering presented. We ought to worship God thoughtfully, and if in the course of that thought we remember that our brother hath ought against us, we must stop. If we have wronged another, we are to pause, cease from the worship, and hasten to seek reconciliation. We easily remember if we have ought against our brother, but now the memory is to be turned the other way. Only when we have remembered our wrong doing, and made reconciliation can we hope for acceptance with the Lord. The rule is-first peace with man, and then acceptance with God. The holy must be traversed to reach the Holiest of all. Peace being made with our brother, then let us conclude our service towards our Father, and we shall do so with lighter heart and truer zeal. I would anxiously desire to be at peace with all men before I attempt to worship God, lest I present to God the sacrifice of fools.

TODAY IN THE WORD
The cousin of French king Louis XV had the habit of ordering his coachman to try to run over any monks he saw walking in the road. This dangerous amusement was permitted to go unchecked, and it eventually led to a deadly consequence. One day the king’s cousin passed a man who was repairing a road and shot him–just for the sport of seeing the man fall. When the crime was brought to the king’s attention, he pardoned his cousin but with this warning: “Let it be understood: I will similarly pardon anyone who shoots you.” 

Jesus does more than describe the nature of anger. He diagnoses its root and warns of its ultimate consequences. Anger is what we feel when we believe that we have been wronged by someone. It springs from resentment over an offense and contempt for the individual. It results in an adversarial relationship that has the potential to disrupt fellowship and worship alike. 

In His teaching on this subject Jesus offered two important principles for dealing with anger. The first principle is initiative. In this passage the focus is primarily on the one who has offended someone else. We might have expected Jesus to focus primarily on the offended party, since they are the most likely to feel anger towards another. Instead, in these verses it is the offender who initiates the process of reconciliation. Elsewhere Jesus urges the offended party to make the first move (Matt. 18:15). Both share an obligation to work for resolution when there has been a conflict. Ideally, the two would meet en route to one another and settle their differences “on the way.” 

Jesus’ second principle is urgency. How important is it to deal with anger? Reconciliation is so important that it takes priority over everything else. It even takes precedence over worship. God would rather see us resolve our differences than receive our offerings. 

C. H. Spurgeon

Note that this injunction is addressed to the man who has offended against his brother; why is this? Because he is the least likely to try to make up the quarrel. It is the man who has been offended who usually exhibits the nobler spirit; but the offender is almost always the last to seek a reconciliation, and therefore the Savior says to him, “If thy brother hath ought against thee, it is but right that thou shoulder be the first to seek reconciliation with him. Leave thy gift, go away from the prayer-meeting, turn back from the Lord’s table, and go and first be reconciled to thy brother.”

TODAY IN THE WORD
Writer Shannon Woodward relates this recent experience in a bookstore. A little boy came running into the store and rushed up to his father who was calmly browsing the children's books. The boy had a request to make, but before he could finish, his father exploded and angrily told him to go back to the family van. A few minutes later an older girl came into the store and tried to talk to the father. But in a voice that turned every head in the store, he screamed at her to go outside and stay put. As the girl left red-faced, the man calmly resumed his browsing. 

Woodward watched sadly, amazed at the way this father erupted with anger and then browsed as if nothing had happened. Such scenes are painful to witness, yet if we are honest with ourselves we would admit this is often the way we approach our worship of God. 

We may come into God's presence, ready to worship Him, yet we come knowing that things are not right ""outside,"" where family or friends are feeling the effects of our disrupted relationships with them. 

God wants us to remove this hindrance before we bring Him our praise and our gifts--a necessary step of preparation for worship that Jesus addressed in the Sermon on the Mount. Today's text in Romans 14 declares the importance of remaining at peace with our brothers and sisters in Christ (v. 19). 

Applying this to our worship, Jesus turned the situation around from what we might expect (Matt. 5). The problem here is not what others have done to offend us, but what we might have done to cause offense to a brother or a sister. 

Why did Jesus state the case this way? Probably because we are a lot quicker to forget our own offenses than we are to forget the offenses other people commit against us. The altar Jesus was talking about was located in the inner portion of the temple, where solemn worship took place (v. 23). 

TODAY IN THE WORD
The cousin of French king Louis XV had the habit of ordering his coachman to try to run over any monks he saw walking in the road. This dangerous amusement was permitted to go unchecked, and it eventually led to a deadly consequence. One day the king’s cousin passed a man who was repairing a road and shot him–just for the sport of seeing the man fall. When the crime was brought to the king’s attention, he pardoned his cousin but with this warning: “Let it be understood: I will similarly pardon anyone who shoots you.” 

Jesus does more than describe the nature of anger. He diagnoses its root and warns of its ultimate consequences. Anger is what we feel when we believe that we have been wronged by someone. It springs from resentment over an offense and contempt for the individual. It results in an adversarial relationship that has the potential to disrupt fellowship and worship alike. 

In His teaching on this subject Jesus offered two important principles for dealing with anger. The first principle is initiative. In this passage the focus is primarily on the one who has offended someone else. We might have expected Jesus to focus primarily on the offended party, since they are the most likely to feel anger towards another. Instead, in these verses it is the offender who initiates the process of reconciliation. Elsewhere Jesus urges the offended party to make the first move (Matt. 18:15). Both share an obligation to work for resolution when there has been a conflict. Ideally, the two would meet en route to one another and settle their differences “on the way.” 

Jesus’ second principle is urgency. How important is it to deal with anger? Reconciliation is so important that it takes priority over everything else. It even takes precedence over worship. God would rather see us resolve our differences than receive our offerings. 

5:24
leave your offering there before the altar, and go your way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.  

leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.  

Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.  

An Altar To “Tears”

In ancient Athens, at the gateway to the famous Parthenon, there stood an altar dedicated to “Tears.” No sacrifices were offered there and no offerings were made. It was simply a place where the penitent and grief-stricken could bow to weep out their sorrows.

Although this may have given some psychological relief, it did not touch their basic need. Grief in itself is of little value if it is only the venting of penned-up emotions. Grief must have spiritual overtones and effect permanent changes in the life and personality if it is to please the Lord. Worldly men usually regret the results of their evil deeds because it adversely affects their own futures or social standing.

Oswald Chambers

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.” That is Christian living in actual life. If I have the disposition of a faultfinder, I am a most uncomfortable person to live with, but if the love of God has been shed abroad in my heart, I begin to see extraordinary self-sacrifice under the roughest of exteriors. I begin to see extraordinary self-sacrifice under the roughest of exteriors. I begin to see nobility where before I only saw meanness, because I see only what I bring with me the power of seeing: a most humiliating thing to realize!

The direction of divine living is that I identify myself with God’s interests in other people, and He is interested in some funny people, namely, you and Me! We see the humor of our heavenly Father in the way He brings around us the type of people who are to us what we have been to Him; now He will watch how we behave to them. How did Jesus Treat us? With infinite patience, with amplitude of forgiveness and generosity. Then He says that we are to treat them in the same way. “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your father forgive your trespasses.”

5:25
"Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you are with him on the way, in order that your opponent may not deliver you to the judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison.  

"Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison.  

Agree with thine adversary quickly, whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison.  

5:25-26 In Jesus’ day, someone who couldn’t pay a debt was thrown into prison until the debt was paid. Unless someone came to pay the debt for the prisoner, he or she would probably die there. It is practical advice to resolve our differences with our enemies before their anger causes more trouble (Proverbs 25:8-10). You may not get into a disagreement that takes you to court, but even small conflicts mend more easily if you try to make peace right away. In a broader sense, these verses advise us to get things right with our brothers and sisters before we have to stand before God.

C. H. Spurgeon

Always be ready to make peace, — not peace at any price; but, still, peace at any price except the sacrifice of righteousness.

Matthew Henry

They were apt to suspect themselves: ‘Lord is it I?’ Though they were not conscious to themselves of any inclination that way (no such thought had ever entered into their mind), yet they feared the worst, and asked him who knows us better than we know ourselves, ‘Lord, is it I?’. Note, it well becomes the disciples of Christ always to be jealous over themselves with a godly jealousy, especially in trying times. We know not how strongly we may be tempted, nor how far God may leave us to ourselves, and therefore have reason, not to be high-minded, but fear. It is observable that our Lord Jesus, just before he instituted the Lord’s supper, put his disciples upon this trial and suspicion of themselves, to teach us to examine and judge ourselves, and so to eat of that bread and drink of that cup.

See You In Prison

It is illegal to read the Bible in the public schools of Illinois, but a law requires the state to provide a Bible for every convict! Don't worry, kids, if you can't read the Bible in school, you'll be able to when you get to prison!






C. H. Spurgeon

And there are some debts of which we cannot pay the uttermost farthing; and there is a prison out of which no man shall come, for the uttermost farthing demanded there shall never be paid. God grant that we may none of us ever know what it is to be shut up in that dreadful dungeon!

Oswald Chambers

In this verse, Jesus Christ laid down a very important principle by saying, "Do what you know you must do -- now. Do it quickly. If you don't, an inevitable process will begin to work 'till you have paid the last penny' (5:26) in pain, agony, and distress." God's laws are unchangeable and there is no escape from them. The teachings of Jesus always penetrate right to the heart of our being.

Wanting to make sure that my adversary gives me all my rights is a natural thing. But Jesus says that it is a matter of inescapable and eternal importance to me that I pay my adversary what I owe him. From our Lord's standpoint it doesn't matter whether I am cheated or not, but what does matter is that I don't cheat someone else. Am I insisting on having my own rights, or am I paying what I owe from Jesus Christ's standpoint?

Do it quickly -- bring yourself to judgment now. In moral and spiritual matters, you must act immediately. If you don't, the inevitable, relentless process will begin to work. God is determined to have His child as pure, clean, and white as driven snow, and as long as there is disobedience in any point of His teaching, He will allow His Spirit to use whatever process it may take to bring us to obedience. The fact that we insist on proving that we are right is almost always a clear indication that we have some point of disobedience. No wonder the Spirit of God so strongly urges us to stay steadfastly in the light! (see ).

"Agree with your adversary quickly . . . ." Have you suddenly reached a certain place in your relationship with someone, only to find that you have anger in your heart? Confess it quickly -- make it right before God. Be reconciled to that person -- do it now!
C. H. Spurgeon

In all disagreements be eager for peace. Leave off strife before you begin. In law-suits, seek speedy and peaceful settlements. Often in our Lord’s days, this was the most gainful way, and usually it is so now. Better lose your rights than get into the hands of those who with will only fleece you in the name of justice, and hold you fast so long as a semblance of a demand can stand against you, or another penny can be extracted from you. In a country where “just fee” meant robbery, it was wisdom to be robbed, and to make no complaint. Even in our own country, a lean settlement is better than a fat law-suit. Many go into the court to get wool, but come out closely shorn. Carry on no angry suits in courts, but make peace with the utmost promptitude.

C. H. Spurgeon

There is nothing like ending disputes at once, before the rancor grows, and your adversary becomes determined to push you to extremes. Oh, for more of that spirit of yielding! You know how people say, “If you tread on a worm: it will turn;” but, brethren, a worm is not an example for a Christian, even if the poor wounded creature does turn toward you in its agony. If you turn, turn to kiss the hand that smites you, and to do good to them that evil entreat you.

5:26
"Truly I say to you, you shall not come out of there, until you have paid up the last cent.  

I tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.  

Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing.  

Robbing God

Billy Graham, in his sermon “Partners with God,” says: “One of the greatest sins in America today is the fact that we are robbing God of that which rightfully belongs to Him. When we don’t tithe, we shirk a just debt. Actually we are not giving when we give God one-tenth, for it belongs to Him already (Leviticus 27:30). This is a debt we owe. Not until we have given a tenth do we actually begin making an offering to the Lord!”

Oswald Chambers

Wherever God sends us, He will guard our lives. Our personal property and possessions are a matter of indifference, we have to sit loosely to all those things; if we do not, there will be panic and heartbreak and distress. That is the inwardness of the overshadowing of personal deliverance.

The Sermon on the Mount indicates that when we are on Jesus Christ’s errands, there is no time to stand up for ourselves, Jesus says, in effect, Do not be bothered with whether you are being justly dealt with or not. To look for justice is a sign of deflection from devotion to Him. Never look for justice in this world, but never cease to give it. If we look for justice, we will begin to grouse and to indulge in the discontent of self-pity. Why should I be treated like this? If we are devoted to Jesus Christ we have nothing to do with what we meet, whether it is just or unjust, Jesus says; Go steadily on with what I have told you to do and I will guard your life. If you try to guard it yourself you remove yourself from My deliverance. The most devout among us become atheistic in this connection; we do not believe God, we enthrone common sense and tack the name of God on to it. We do learn to our own understanding, instead of trusting God with all our hearts.

Our Daily Bread

Eli Black was a brilliant business man best known for two events in his life: He masterminded the multimillion dollar takeover of the United Fruit conglomerate, and he jumped to his death from the 42nd floor of the Pan Am building in New York City. 

In the book An American Company, an executive described a business lunch he had with Eli Black. When the waitress brought a plate of cheese and crackers as an appetizer, Black reached out and took them, placed them on the table, blocked them with his arms, and continued talking. The executive hadn't eaten for hours and hinted that he would like a cracker. But Black acted as though he hadn't heard him and went on with the business meeting. 

After a while, Black placed a cracker and cheese on the tips of his fingers and continued to talk. Several moments later, Black placed the cracker on the executive's plate and then blocked the rest as before. It was clear that Black was in charge, manipulating others as he pleased. 

When you play "follow the leader," check to see who is at the head of the line. Eli Black, for all his power, ended up a suicide. Jesus Christ, in all His humility, ended up the Savior of the world. --HWR 

Only the one who serves is qualified to lead.

Oswald Chambers

There is no heaven that has a little corner of hell in it. God is determined to make you pure, holy, and right, and He will not allow you to escape from the scrutiny of the Holy Spirit for even one moment. He urged you to come to judgment immediately when He convicted you, but you did not obey. Then the inevitable process began to work, bringing its inevitable penalty. Now you have been "thrown into prison, [and] . . . you will by no means get out of there till you have paid the last penny" (5:25­26). Yet you ask, "Is this a God of mercy and love?" When seen from God's perspective, it is a glorious ministry of love. God is going to bring you out pure, spotless, and undefiled, but He wants you to recognize the nature you were exhibiting -- the nature of demanding your right to yourself. The moment you are willing for God to change your nature, His recreating forces will begin to work. And the moment you realize that God's purpose is to get you into the right relationship with Himself and then with others, He will reach to the very limits of the universe to help you take the right road. Decide to do it right now, saying, "Yes, Lord, I will write that letter," or, "I will be reconciled to that person now."

These sermons of Jesus Christ are meant for your will and your conscience, not for your head. If you dispute these verses from the Sermon on the Mount with your head, you will dull the appeal to your heart.

If you find yourself asking, "I wonder why I'm not growing spiritually with God?" -- then ask yourself if you are paying your debts from God's standpoint. Do now what you will have to do someday. Every moral question or call comes with an "ought" behind it -- the knowledge of knowing what we ought to do.

Open It

01.
When do you tend to get angry?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
Why do people murder each other over trivial matters—a parking space, a cigarette lighter, a crude remark?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

03.
If you were given full governmental authority and resources, how would you go about reducing the amount of violent crime in this country?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

04.
What age-old prohibition was Jesus addressing in this context? (5:21)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
What was the penalty for violators of this law? (5:21)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
How did Jesus explain the meaning of the law against murder? (5:22)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
According to Jesus, what kind of name-calling made one answerable to the Sanhedrin? (5:22)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
What kind of angry name-calling puts one in eternal danger? (5:22)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
How did Jesus describe hell? (5:23)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
What sort of realization did Jesus say should interrupt our worship? (5:23)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
If a person becomes aware of a relational problem, how quickly should he or she act? (5:24)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What should be a believer’s goal in strained or shattered relationships? (5:24)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13.
When is it best to settle disputes? (5:25)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
Where is it best to settle disputes? (5:25)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
What bad consequences can occur if a dispute escalates into a full-blown court battle? (5:25-26)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

16.
Why did Jesus zero in on the emotions behind our violent actions?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
What modern-day equivalents to “Raca” do we level at others?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
What attitudes and emotions tend to lead to name-calling?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
Which of our religious activities would be closely akin to “offering your gifts at the altar”?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
According to Jesus, how do problems in our relationships with others affect our relationship with God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
Why is it necessary to get things right with people before we come to worship God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
Why is it preferable for Christians to quietly resolve their differences rather than battle over them publicly?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
How might Christians be encouraged to reconcile with each other before coming to a Communion service?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

24.
What relational conflict do you need to straighten out today?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

25.
How can you help yourself remember this week to keep your anger under control?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:27
"You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY';  

"You have heard that it was said, 

'Do not commit adultery.'  

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:  

5:27-28 The Old Testament law said that it is wrong for a person to have sex with someone other than his or her spouse (Exodus 20:14). But Jesus said that the desire to have sex with someone other than your spouse is mental adultery and thus sin. Jesus emphasized that if the act is wrong, then so is the intention. To be faithful to your spouse with your body but not your mind is to break the trust so vital to a strong marriage. Jesus is not condemning natural interest in the opposite sex or even healthy sexual desire, but the deliberate and repeated filling of one’s mind with fantasies that would be evil if acted out.

5:27-28 Some think that if lustful thoughts are sin, why shouldn’t a person go ahead and do the lustful actions too? Acting out sinful desires is harmful in several ways: 


It causes people to excuse sin rather than to stop sinning; 


It destroys marriages; 


It is deliberate rebellion against God’s Word; 


It always hurts someone else in addition to the sinner. Sinful action is more dangerous than sinful desire, and that is why desires should not be acted out. 

Nevertheless, sinful desire is just as damaging to righteousness. Left unchecked, wrong desires will result in wrong actions and turn people away from God.

TODAY IN THE WORD
In his provocative book, Reclaiming Surrendered Ground, author and biblical counselor Jim Logan debunks the myth that ""private"" sexual habits such as pornography are basically harmless because no one else is involved. Many men who use pornography buy into this false and dangerous argument. Logan cites Scripture and examples from his counseling ministry which show that practicing sexual lust leads to spiritual bondage which can have devastating effects on a person's marriage and family relationships. 

Jesus knew the inner damage that lust can do. He knows the workings of the human heart because He is God (see Psalm 139). In the Sermon on the Mount, He warns us strongly of the dangers of lust and of how seriously God views it. Although some have taken the language of verses 29-30 literally, self-mutilation is not at all the point here. 
After all, as many Bible teachers have noted, a blind person can still lust in his heart. Rather, Jesus is expressing the serious nature and consequences of lust. 

The Savior's strong language in these verses highlights and emphasizes the deadly nature of sin. Untreated, sin leads to hell, as we saw yesterday. Since that is the case, we are wise to do whatever it takes to avoid sin and obey God. 

Since marriage is the most intimate bond on earth, it naturally suffers or sustains the greatest damage from lust. So although verse 31 begins another thought on Jesus' part, it's appropriate that we include these verses in today's study. 

The Jewish leaders' attitude toward marriage clearly revealed the true condition of their hearts. Whereas Jesus affirmed the permanence and sanctity of marriage, they took a lighter view. One school of thought permitted divorce for the flimsiest of reasons, and some believed that it was acceptable under almost any circumstances (Matt. 19:3). Current law made it easy for a husband to get rid of his wife.
C. H. Spurgeon

So that the unholy desire, the lascivious glance, everything that approximates towards licentiousness, is here condemned; and Christ is proved to be not the Abrogator of the law, but the Confirmer of it. See how he shows that the commandment is exceedingly broad, wide as the canopy of heaven, all-embracing. How sternly it condemns us all, and how well it becomes us to fall down at the feet of the God of infinite mercy, and seek his forgiveness.

Sins of the Mind:

· Corrupt mind

· Proud mind

· Doubting mind

· Worrying mind

· Cumbered mind

· Selfish mind

· Ambitious mind

The Wicked Bible

In 1623, Baker and Lukas published a Bible in England since called "The Wicked Bible," because the little word "not" was omitted in the seventh commandment: "Thou shalt not commit adultery." The printers were heavily fined by the High Commission and the whole edition destroyed.

Fifty Wives And Shy Man

Some years ago, the most married man in the world was found in Yugoslavia. It happened this way: A young woman confided to her girl cousin of her impending marriage to a man. The bridegroom was so shy and timid that he wanted to keep the marriage a secret. The cousin got curious. She got a glimpse of the bridegroom after the secret wedding, and recognized him as her own husband. He had also married her secretly, claiming to be shy and timid.

That was only a beginning. A total of 50 women came forward and claimed that he had individually married them. In each case, he was the same bashful bridegroom. They called him Ivanhoe the Terrible, breaker of women's hearts. He was a traveling salesman, going from wife to wife by plane, supporting all 50 of them, with the explanation to each that his duties as a traveling salesman kept him away so much of the time.

They put him in jail, and he begged to stay there. He'd rather be sent to prison than face those fifty wives!

TODAY IN THE WORD
Moshe Dayan, the former Israeli minister of defense and foreign minister, was blind in one eye and wore an eye patch. An officer once stopped him for speeding. “I have only one eye,” Dayan complained to the officer. “What do you want me to watch–the speedometer or the road?” 

What we choose to look at matters. Jesus’ warning in today’s passage provides a sobering reminder that how we choose to look is equally important. Although sin is often expressed through our actions, it is rooted in attitude of the heart. Once our definition of sin is expanded to include motives as well as actions, we realize that we can commit sin even before we take any action. People who commit adultery merely ratify by their deeds the sin they’ve already committed in their hearts. 

Jesus’ expansive definition in this passage does more than expose new categories of sin. Ultimately it reveals both our vulnerability and our responsibility. If sin begins in the heart, so that the lustful look offends God as much as the act of adultery, both our danger and our guilt are far greater than most of us imagine. If we apply Jesus’ standard to our thoughts and motives, it will not be very long before we cry out along with the prophet Jeremiah, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). We will soon discover that our only hope lies in God’s forgiveness through Christ. 

Jesus’ warning implies that, while there is a remedy, it is not an “easy” one. The disturbing language of self-mutilation in this passage is not meant to be taken literally. It is hyperbolic language, intended to emphasize the urgency of avoiding sin. Those who truly understand sin’s seriousness will do “whatever it takes” to deal with it. But what does it take?

C. H. Spurgeon

In this case our King again sets aside the glosses of men upon the commands of God, and makes the law to be seen in its vast spiritual breadth. Whereas tradition had confined the prohibition to an overt act of unchastity, the King shows that it forbade the unclean desires of the heart.

Here the divine law is shown to refer, not only to the act of criminal conversation, but even to the desire, imagination, or passion which would suggest such an infamy. What a King is ours, who stretches his scepter over the realm of our inward lusts! How sovereignly he puts it: “But, I say unto you“! Who but a divine being has authority to speak in this fashion? His word is law. So it ought to be, seeing he touches vice at the fountainhead, and forbids uncleanness in the heart. If sin were not allowed in the mind, it would never be made manifest in the body this, therefore, is a very effectual way of dealing with the evil. But how searching? How condemning! Irregular looks, unchaste desires and strong passions are of the very essence of adultery; and who can claim a life-long freedom from them? Yet these are the things which defile a man. 
Lord, purge them out of my nature, and make me pure within!

TODAY IN THE WORD
Moshe Dayan, the former Israeli minister of defense and foreign minister, was blind in one eye and wore an eye patch. An officer once stopped him for speeding. “I have only one eye,” Dayan complained to the officer. “What do you want me to watch–the speedometer or the road?” 

What we choose to look at matters. Jesus’ warning in today’s passage provides a sobering reminder that how we choose to look is equally important. Although sin is often expressed through our actions, it is rooted in attitude of the heart. Once our definition of sin is expanded to include motives as well as actions, we realize that we can commit sin even before we take any action. People who commit adultery merely ratify by their deeds the sin they’ve already committed in their hearts. 

Jesus’ expansive definition in this passage does more than expose new categories of sin. Ultimately it reveals both our vulnerability and our responsibility. If sin begins in the heart, so that the lustful look offends God as much as the act of adultery, both our danger and our guilt are far greater than most of us imagine. If we apply Jesus’ standard to our thoughts and motives, it will not be very long before we cry out along with the prophet Jeremiah, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jer. 17:9). We will soon discover that our only hope lies in God’s forgiveness through Christ. 

Jesus’ warning implies that, while there is a remedy, it is not an “easy” one. The disturbing language of self-mutilation in this passage is not meant to be taken literally. It is hyperbolic language, intended to emphasize the urgency of avoiding sin. Those who truly understand sin’s seriousness will do “whatever it takes” to deal with it. But what does it take?

5:28
but I say to you, that everyone who looks on a woman to lust for her has committed adultery with her already in his heart.  

But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  

But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  

Our Daily Bread

A woman name Nancy put this ad in her local newspaper: "If you are lonely or have a problem, call me. I am in a wheelchair and seldom get out. We can share our problems with each other. Just call. I'd love to talk." The response to that ad has been tremendous--30 calls or more every week. 

What motivated this woman to reach out from her wheelchair to help others in need? Nancy explained that before her paralysis she had been perfectly healthy but in deep despair. She had tried to commit suicide by jumping from her apartment window, but instead she became paralyzed from the waist down. In the hospital, utterly frustrated, she sensed Jesus saying to her, "Nancy, you've had a healthy body but a crippled soul. From now on you will have a crippled body but a healthy soul." As a result of that experience, she surrendered her life to Christ. When she was finally allowed to go home, she prayed for a way to share God's grace with others, and the idea of the newspaper ad occurred to her. 

Every believer can do something to help needy people. Limited as we may be by sickness, old age, or disability, we can still pray, call, or write. No matter what our condition, we can be an effective witness for Jesus Christ. --VCG 

Only after you talk to God about needy people

are you ready to talk to needy people about God.

C.H. Spurgeon

The commandment, “Thou shalt not commit adultery,” means more than the mere act. It refers to fornication and uncleanness of any shape, in act, word, and thought. So with every commandment. The bare letter is nothing compared with the whole stupendous meaning and severe strictness of the rule. The commands are like stars. When seen with the naked eye, they appear to be brilliant points. It we could draw near to them, we would see them to be infinite worlds.

Startling Facts

Over 19 million sex magazines are sold in the United States every week. Peepshow emporiums in midtown Manhattan bring in an estimated $5 million a year.

When the courts liberalized what could be put on sale, the market for salacious magazines skyrocketed. One man and his wife started publishing a filthy magazine on an investment of $350.00 and in the first year they made $650,000.00.

Time magazine reports, "The market for erotic books, film and paraphernalia, which are sold mostly to the middle-classed and the middle-aged, has increased by an estimated 300% in the past five years. Police experts figure that the annual sales of pornography are about $500 million, and some put to a total as high as $2 billion.






R.C. Sproul

Before Jesus approached Jerusalem in preparation for His crucifixion, He explained to His followers why He had come. The disciples had been arguing about who would hold the place of honor in Christ’s kingdom, and Jesus took the opportunity to inform them that those who want to be great among men, must be a servant first. In the same way, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

What did Christ mean by a “ransom”? His Jewish disciples would have been familiar with the term, which means redemption. A redeemer provides a ransom to set someone, such as a slave, free from bondage. God acted as Israel’s redeemer when He set them free from their captivity in Egypt. Jesus served as our redeemer when He paid the price for our freedom, releasing us from the captivity of sin.

A number of theories regarding the atoning work of Christ have developed through church history. The atonement is a multifaceted event, and one of the characteristics prevalent in explaining this event is that of the ransom. One position on the atonement is even called the Ransom Theory. This view erroneously maintains that Jesus paid a ransom to Satan in order to set His people free. But though we are in bondage to sin and under Satan’s captivity, the ransom is not paid to him. If Christ paid a price to Satan, the victor would be Satan not God. The ransom is paid to the one who is owed the price of redemption: God.

Reconciliation must be made between man and God, not man and Satan. Christ’s sacrifice involves both expiation and propitiation. Expiation is the removing of guilt by payment of a ransom. We are cleansed of our sins because Christ’s sacrifice met the demands of God’s law. The results of this expiation is that God is propitiated. God is pouring out His wrath on mankind, but in the work of Christ that wrath is placated and satisfied. In propitiation, God is appeased and His people are restored into His favor. Those, however, who are not covered in Christ’s death will face the impending judgment as God pours out His wrath on the unredeemed

More Startling Facts

Artists at a New York exhibition displayed their "worst work," in order to question the basis of taste in Western culture. One pornographic poem was covered with a paper curtain that said, "Look at your own risk."

In Europe a fifty-five-minute documentary on the German Richard Strauss showed the composer's wife being raped and murdered; a horde of sex-mad nuns attacking the hero. After protests had been rejected, the author said: "Thank God there is still such a thing as free expression."

At this year's Monte Carlo TV festival, one entry was Funeral Games, a play in which a bogus priest seduces penitent ladies, steals from the offering box, and is accused of murder and adultery.

In California the erotic revue Oh! Calcutta!, featuring simulated lovemaking in the nude, was raided by police, and several actors were arrested. Undeterred, author Kenneth Tynan is said to have promised the show would be "more perverse and decadent."

Christianity Today

5:29
"And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  

If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  

And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.  

5:29-30 When Jesus said to get rid of your hand or your eye, he was speaking figuratively. He didn’t mean literally to gouge out your eye, because even a blind person can lust. But if that were the only choice, it would be better to go into heaven with one eye or hand than to go to hell with two. We sometimes tolerate sins in our lives that, left unchecked, could eventually destroy us. It is better to experience the pain of removal (getting rid of a bad habit or something we treasure, for instance) than to allow the sin to bring judgment and condemnation. Examine your life for anything that causes you to sin, and take every necessary action to remove it.

C. H. Spurgeon

That which is the cause of sin is to be given up as well as the sin itself. It is not sinful to have an eye, or to cultivate keen perception; but if the eye of speculative knowledge leads us to offend by intellectual sin, it becomes the cause of evil, and must be mortified. Anything, however harmless, which leads me to do, or think, or feel wrongly, I am to get rid of as much as if it were in itself an evil. Though to have done with it would involve deprivation, yet must it be dispensed with, since even a serious loss in one direction is far better than the losing of the whole man. Better a blind saint than a quick-sighted sinner. If abstaining from alcohol caused weakness of body, it would be better to be weak, than to be strong and fall into drunkenness Since vain speculations and reasonings land men in unbelief, we will have none of them. To “be cast into hell” is too great a risk to run, merely to indulge the evil eye of lust or curiosity.

Kill The Spider!

If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. --Matthew 5:29

We sometimes have mixed feelings about our sins. We are afraid of being hurt by them, and we want to be forgiven. But we aren't sure we want to be rid of them right now.

A man told me he has a bad habit that is hindering his fellowship with God and hurting his Christian testimony. He says he prays that God will forgive him for his addiction—but he doesn't stop. He reminds me of the story about the man who often went forward at the end of church services to kneel and pray, "Lord, take the cobwebs out of my life." One Sunday morning his pastor, tired of hearing the same old prayer, knelt beside him and cried out, "Lord, kill the spider!"

Yes, sometimes it takes radical action to break a sinful habit. We need to do more than ask God for cleansing each time we succumb to temptation. We must take whatever steps are needed to get the cobwebs out of our life. We must confess our sin and determine to be done with it. Then we must feed our mind with God's Word and do all we can to stay away from the people and places that tempt us to sin. That's what Christ meant when He said, "If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out" (Matthew 5:29).

Kill the spider and you'll get rid of the cobwebs.  
Admitting sin is no substitute 
for quitting sin.

EYE  The organ of sight. Literal uses. The eyes were especially valued organs. If a master stuck a slave, blinding him in an eye, the slave was to go free as compensation for the eye (Exodus 21:26). The Old Testament law of retribution limited vengeance of personal loss to “an eye for an eye” (Leviticus 24:20). Jesus replaced this concept of justice with His requirement of love for enemies (Matthew 5:38). An eye defect disqualified one for priestly service (Leviticus 21:20). An exceptionally cruel punishment was to gouge out the eyes of a enemy (Judges 16:21; 2 Kings 25:7). This act was interpreted as bringing disgrace on the land of the blinded ones (1 Samuel 11:2). The description of Leah’s eyes (Genesis 29:17) is of uncertain meaning. The KJV rendering tender can be understood either positively (lovely, NRSV) or negatively (weak, NAS). 

C. H. Spurgeon

Give up the dearest, choicest, and apparently most needful thing, if it leads you into sin. The same rule that bids you avoid sin, bids you also avoid all that leads to sin. If adultery be forbidden, so also is that glance with which the sin usually begins. We are to turn away our eyes from beholding that which leads towards sin, and we are not to touch or taste that which would readily lead us into iniquity. Oh, that we had sufficient decision of character to make short work of everything which tends towards evil! 
Many persons, when their right eye offends them, put a green shade over it; and when their right hand offends them, they tie it up in a sling. But that is not obeying the command of Christ. He charges you to get rid of everything that would lead you wrong; make a clean sweep of it. You are wrong enough at your best, so do not permit anything to appertain to you, which would lead you still further astray.
Take Action!

If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. —Matthew 5:29 

Shameful behavior is being displayed in magazines, movies, and on television. Immorality is even joked about. The world is seeking to convince everyone that nothing is sinful anymore. So we must be on guard against any compromise in our hearts.

While I was in the military, I realized that I was becoming unmoved by the obscene words and conduct of some of my fellow soldiers. When I recognized what was happening, I asked the Lord to restore my sensitivity to the grievous nature of sin.

A permissive attitude toward evil will lead us to fall into sin. That's why we are to deal radically with every form of wickedness.

Jesus went so far as to say that we should pluck out our eye if it causes us to sin (Matthew 5:29). He didn't mean we should maim our bodies, but rather we are to take strong action when tempted to sin. Books, magazines, or video images that arouse wrong desires must be deliberately avoided. 
This is also what Paul had in mind when he said we are to "put to death the deeds of the body" (Romans 8:13). Someone who is indifferent to the sin around him or trifles with it in his own life is in grave danger.

We cannot ignore the seriousness of this issue. It's time to take action! 
To avoid being tempted by forbidden fruit, stay away from the devil's orchard.

Oswald Chambers

An undertow is an undercurrent flowing in a different direction from the water at the surface. It is the undercurrent that drowns; a swimmer will never plunge into an undercurrent, a fool will. The spiritual undertow that switched away the Galatians was Judaism, formalism. 

It was not dominant, but hidden; it ran in exactly the opposite direction to the current of liberty into which they were being brought by Christ. Instead of going out to sea, out into the glorious liberty of the children of God, they were being switched away. “You ran well ...”. they had been heading straight for the ocean, but the undercurrent or ritualism bewitched them, hindered them from obeying the truth. 

After a big transaction with God the current of your life heads you straight out to sea, right over the harbor bar, every sail set; now be alert for the spiritual undertow that would suck you back. The undercurrent is always of the same nature as the river and will take you back into its swirling current; not out into the main stream, but back to the shipwrecks on the bank. The most pitiable of all wrecks are those inside the harbor.

5:30
"And if your right hand makes you stumble, cut it off, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to go into hell.  

And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell.  

And if thy right hand offend thee, cut if off, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell.  

C. H. Spurgeon

The cause of offense may be rather active as the hand than intellectual as the eye, but we had better be hindered in our work than drawn aside into temptation. The most dexterous hand must not be spared if it encourages us in doing evil. It is not because a certain thing may make us clever and successful that therefore we are to allow it, if it should prove to be the frequent cause of our falling into sin, we must have done with it, and place ourselves at a disadvantage for our life-work, rather than ruin our whole being by sin. Holiness is to be our first object; everything else must take a very secondary place. Right eyes and right hands are no longer right if they lead us wrong. Even hands and eyes must go that we may not offend our God by them. Yet, let no man read this literally, and therefore mutilate his body, as some foolish fanatics have done. The real meaning is clear enough.

HAND  Part of the human body, namely the terminal part of the arm which enables a person to make and use tools and perform functions. The Greek and Hebrew words that are translated by the English word “hand” appear approximately 1800 times in the Bible. Of these occurrences to which “hand” is referred, the literal sense is intended some 500 times, and the figurative sense some 1300 times. 

The references to “hand” in the Bible often encompassed the idea of parts of a hand. Thus, in Genesis 41:42, when Pharaoh took his signet ring “from his hand” and placed it “upon Joseph’s hand,” “hand” was used in the place of “finger.” Likewise, in Ezekiel 23:42, hand was used to mean wrists: “. . . which put bracelets upon their hands.” The context in which the word appears determines the meaning and usage of the word. 

The largest number of figurative uses of “hand” relate to God. The “hand of God” or “in thine hand” is an idiom referring to the supreme and almighty power and authority of God (1 Chron. 29:12). In Isaiah 59:1, God’s hand was described as mighty. Exodus 13:3-16 described God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt by His “strong hand.” The creative work of God involved the use of His hands to make the heavens and the earth (Psalm 8:6; Psalm 95:5). God uses His hand to uphold and guide the righteous (Psalm 37:24; Psalm 139:10). Punishment and affliction come from the hand of God (Exodus 9:3; Deut. 2:15; Judges 2:15; 1 Samuel 7:13; 1 Samuel 12:15; Ruth 1:13). 

The hand of God can be upon someone in either a good or bad sense. In a good sense, it meant to bring aid, while the negative connotation meant to hinder or distress (Amos 1:8). 

Matthew Henry

If there were no other way to restrain them (which, blessed be God, through his grace, there is), it were better for us to pluck out the eye, and cut off the hand, though the right eye and right hand, the more honorable and useful, than to indulge them in sin to the ruin of the soul. And if this must be submitted to, at the thought of which nature startles, much more must we resolve to keep under the body, and to bring it into subjection; to live a life of mortification and self-denial; to keep a constant watch over our own hearts, and to suppress the first rising of lust and corruption there; to avoid the occasions of sin, to resist the beginnings of it, and to decline the company of those who will be a snare to us, though ever so pleasing; to keep out of harm’s way, and abridge ourselves in the use of lawful things, when we find them temptations to us; and to seek unto God for his grace, and depend upon that grace daily, and so to walk in the Spirit, so that we may not fulfill the lusts of the flesh; and this will be as effectual as cutting off a right hand or pulling out a right eye; and perhaps as much against the grain to flesh and blood; it is the destruction of the old man.

Illustration

“You’re just out of date,” said young Pastor Bates to one of our faithful old preachers who had carried for years, in travail and tears, the Gospel to poor sinful creatures. “You still preach on Hell, and shock cultured ladies, with your barbarous doctrine of blood. You’re so far behind, you will never catch up; you’re a flat tire, stuck in the mud.” For some little while a wee bit of a smile enlightened the old pastor’s face. Being made the butt of ridicule’s cut did not ruffle his sweetness or grace. Then he turned to younger Bates, so suave and said, “Catch up, did you say? Well, I couldn’t succeed if I doubled my speed. My friend, I’m not going your way!”

Oswald Chambers

Jesus did not say that everyone must cut off his right hand, but that "if your right hand causes you to sin" in your walk with Him, then it is better to "cut it off." There are many things that are perfectly legitimate, but if you are going to concentrate on God you cannot do them. Your right hand is one of the best things you have, but Jesus says that if it hinders you in following His precepts, then "cut it off." The principle taught here is the strictest discipline or lesson that ever hit humankind.

When God changes you through regeneration, giving you new life through spiritual rebirth, your life initially has the characteristic of being maimed. There are a hundred and one things that you dare not do -- things that would be sin for you, and would be recognized as sin by those who really know you. But the unspiritual people around you will say, "What's so wrong with doing that? How absurd you are!" There has never yet been a saint who has not lived a maimed life initially. Yet it is better to enter into life maimed but lovely in God's sight than to appear lovely to man's eyes but lame to God's. At first, Jesus Christ through His Spirit has to restrain you from doing a great many things that may be perfectly right for everyone else but not right for you. Yet, see that you don't use your restrictions to criticize someone else.

The Christian life is a maimed life initially, but in verse 48 Jesus gave us the picture of a perfectly well-rounded life -- "You shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect."

Hell Is


A place of consciousness 


A place of torment 



A place of darkness 



Eternal separation from loved one


Without the hope of release 


Torment of memory in hell 

Open It

01.
How is marriage commonly portrayed in the media?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
What evidence have you seen that sexual standards have declined over the last ten years?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

03.
What are some danger signs that a marriage is in trouble?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

04.
What commandment was Jesus interpreting? (5:27)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
How did Jesus explain the meaning of adultery? (5:28)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
How does adultery start? (5:28)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
When does looking at someone become inappropriate? (5:28)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
What did Jesus suggest we do with a sinning eye? Why? (5:29)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
Why did Jesus make this radical statement about eyes? (5:29)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
Where does sin ultimately lead if it is not dealt with? (5:29-30)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
What did Jesus recommend for a sinning hand? Why? (5:30)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What was the rationale behind this graphic comment about hands? (5:30)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13.
Why are our moral choices important? (5:30)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

14.
Why is adultery common in our society?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
Why are people willing to commit adultery?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
Why are people willing to harbor lust in their hearts?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
What are the devastating effects of adultery?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
What does it mean to gouge out a habit for lust or to cut off a sinful practice?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
How does pornography feed the problem of adultery?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What is wrong with the argument, “It’s OK to look as long as you don’t touch”?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
How might you respond to the popular claim that sexual fantasies are healthy and should be encouraged?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
What would you say to a friend in a bad marriage who was contemplating an affair?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
What does it mean to dress modestly?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24.
What changes do you need to make in your reading or viewing habits to avoid temptations to lust?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

25.
What three steps can you take this week to insulate your marriage against affairs?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

26.
In what situations is it important for you to dress modestly this week?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:31
"And it was said, 'WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM GIVE HER A 
CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE';  

"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.'  

It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement:  

5:31-32 Divorce is as hurtful and destructive today as in Jesus’ day. God intends marriage to be a lifetime commitment (Genesis 2:24). When entering into marriage, people should never consider divorce an option for solving problems or a way out of a relationship that seems dead. In these verses, Jesus is also attacking those who purposefully abuse the marriage contract, using divorce to satisfy their lustful desire to marry someone else. Are your actions today helping your marriage grow stronger, or are you tearing it apart?

5:32 Jesus said that divorce is not permissible except for unfaithfulness. This does not mean that divorce should automatically occur when a spouse commits adultery. The word translated “unfaithfulness” implies a sexually immoral life-style, not a confessed and repented act of adultery. Those who discover that their partner has been unfaithful should first make every effort to forgive, reconcile, and restore their relationship. We are always to look for reasons to restore the marriage relationship rather than for excuses to leave it.

TODAY IN THE WORD
W. C. Fields, the comedian, film actor, and known agnostic, surprised one of his friends who found him thumbing through a Bible while on his deathbed. Amazed, his friend asked what he was doing. Fields replied, “I’m looking for a loophole.” 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day had a similar approach to God’s law. New Testament scholars have noted that the Pharisees recognized their own oral tradition from Jewish teachers as a supreme authority in addition to the written Scriptures. In practice they often relied more on oral tradition than on the explicit teaching of Scripture. At one point, Jesus criticized them by saying, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!” (Mark 7:9). 

One example of this tendency was in their approach to divorce. In Matthew 5:31-32 Jesus criticized the religious leaders for being more interested in the “paperwork” of the divorce proceeding than in God’s original design for marriage. They taught that as long as a certificate of divorce had been issued, the divorce was legitimate. Jesus warned that human tradition did not have the authority to nullify God’s standard. Divorce and subsequent remarriage, when the grounds fell outside the parameters set by God, resulted in adultery no matter what formalities were used to validate the union. 

C. H. Spurgeon

Which is a sufficient and justifiable reason for divorce,

750,000 Half-Orphans Yearly

One-sixth of America's school-age youngsters live with a single parent. Because of their parents' split-ups, over 750,000 children become half-orphans yearly. The number of unmarried couples living together has also doubled since the early 1970s, and for those under age 45, the increase is fourfold!

TODAY IN THE WORD
W. C. Fields, the comedian, film actor, and known agnostic, surprised one of his friends who found him thumbing through a Bible while on his deathbed. Amazed, his friend asked what he was doing. Fields replied, “I’m looking for a loophole.” 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day had a similar approach to God’s law. New Testament scholars have noted that the Pharisees recognized their own oral tradition from Jewish teachers as a supreme authority in addition to the written Scriptures. In practice they often relied more on oral tradition than on the explicit teaching of Scripture. At one point, Jesus criticized them by saying, “You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe your own traditions!” (Mark 7:9). 

One example of this tendency was in their approach to divorce. In Matthew 5:31-32 Jesus criticized the religious leaders for being more interested in the “paperwork” of the divorce proceeding than in God’s original design for marriage. They taught that as long as a certificate of divorce had been issued, the divorce was legitimate. Jesus warned that human tradition did not have the authority to nullify God’s standard. Divorce and subsequent remarriage, when the grounds fell outside the parameters set by God, resulted in adultery no matter what formalities were used to validate the union. 

5:32
but I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except for the cause of unchastely, makes 
her commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  

But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery.  

But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.  

C. H. Spurgeon

That is to say, who is divorced without sufficient cause, 

Among the Jews, divorce was the easiest thing in the world. A man might, in a pet, utter words which would divorce his wife. 
The Savior abolished that evil once for all, and made divorce a crime, as it always is “saving for the cause of fornication.”

Marriage, Swedish Style

Marriage seems to be going out of style in Sweden and church leaders say it's because belief also is passé. A study released by the state statistical bureau tells how bad the situation is.

Since 1966 the number of marriages has plummeted 35 percent, and 1971 recorded the lowest number of marriages in a century. The sharp decrease is most evident in the age bracket of twenty-three to twenty-six. Bureau head Erland Hofsten says couples no longer consider marriage necessary. "Our love is so strong there's no need for a ring or a marriage certificate," chant young couples.

But such a free-wheeling view of marriage causes problems for children, and Sweden's legislators are concerned. For three years they have been at work on new marriage and divorce laws. A proposed law would make it more difficult for couples with children to get divorced than for those without 
C. H. Spurgeon

This time our King quotes and condemns a permissive enactment of the Jewish State. Men were wont to bid their wives “begone,” and a hasty word was thought sufficient as an act of divorce. Moses insisted upon “a writing of divorcement,” that angry passions might have time to cool and that the separation, if it must come, might be performed with deliberation and legal formality. The requirement of a writing was to a certain degree a check upon an evil habit, which was so engrained in the people that to refuse it altogether would have been useless, and would only have created another crime. The law of Moses went as far as it could practically be enforced; it was because of the hardness of their hearts that divorce was tolerated; it was never approved.

But our Lord is more heroic in his legislation. He forbids divorce except for the one crime of infidelity to the marriage-vow. She who commits adultery does by that act and deed in effect sunder the marriage-bond, and it ought then to be formally recognized by the State as being sundered; but for nothing else should a man be divorced from his wife. Marriage is for life, and cannot be loosed, except by the one great crime which severs its bond, whichever of the two is guilty of it. 
Our Lord would never have tolerated the wicked laws of certain of the American States, which allow married men and women to separate on the merest pretext. A woman divorced for any cause but adultery, and marrying again, is committing adultery before God, whatever the laws of man may call it. This is very plain and positive; and thus a sanctity is given to marriage which human legislation ought not to violate. Let us not be among those who take up novel ideas of wedlock, and seek to deform the marriage laws under the pretense of reforming them. Our Lord knows better than our modern social reformers. We had better let the laws of God alone, for we shall never

discover any better.

Open It

01.
What commitments do adults commonly make?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
What commitments do adults sometimes break?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

03.
What causes people to break their commitments?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

04.
Why did Jesus need to say this about marriage and divorce? (5:31-32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
What is the best way to think about marriage and divorce? (5:31-32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
Who is guilty of adultery? (5:31-32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
What does God want us to do when we feel tempted to divorce a partner? (5:31-32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
According to Jesus, what is the only acceptable reason for divorce? (5:32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
When can a person divorce his or her partner? (5:32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
When can a person not divorce his or her partner? (5:32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
How can adultery affect a marriage commitment? (5:32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
Why did Jesus give an exception to His “no divorce” command? (5:32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13.
What conditions are placed on divorce? (5:32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
In what way does a person who divorces a partner “cause” the other to commit adultery? (5:32)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

15.
In what way can adultery damage a marriage?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
Why is it important to try to hold a marriage together?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
In what ways can divorce hurt people?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
Why do people get divorced?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
Why do people commit adultery?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What enables people to stay faithful to their partners?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
What can people do to strengthen their marriage?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
In what ways can people show respect for marriage?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
What causes people to get divorced?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24.
For what reasons do people get divorced?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

25.
On what or whom can a Christian depend to help him or her solve marriage problems?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

26.
What can a person do when his or her marriage is in trouble?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

27.
What can you do this week to strengthen your marriage or the marriage of a friend?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

28.
How can you show respect for marriage this week?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

29.
What can you do today or tomorrow to lessen the likelihood of ever getting divorced?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:33
"Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS TO THE LORD.'  

"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.'  

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths:  

5:33ff Here, Jesus was emphasizing the importance of telling the truth. People were breaking promises and using sacred language casually and carelessly. Keeping oaths and promises is important; it builds trust and makes committed human relationships possible. The Bible condemns making vows or taking oaths casually, giving your word while knowing that you won’t keep it, or swearing falsely in God’s name (Exodus 20:7; Leviticus 19:12; Numbers 30:1-2; Deut. 19:16-20). Oaths are needed in certain situations only because we live in a sinful society that breeds distrust.

5:33-37 Oaths, or vows, were common, but Jesus told his followers not to use them—their word alone should be enough (see James 5:12). Are you known as a person of your word? Truthfulness seems so rare that we feel we must end our statements with “I promise.” If we tell the truth all the time, we will have less pressure to back up our words with an oath or promise.
TODAY IN THE WORD
On his first voyage west in 1492, Christopher Columbus knew that his crew felt uneasy about sailing into unknown waters for an unknown period of time. So he kept two logs for the journey. In the first, he recorded the distances traveled as he calculated them. In the second log, he deliberately entered shorter distances so his crew would think they were closer to home than they actually were. 

This deception had an ironic twist, however. As it turns out, the phony mileage figures Columbus entered to soothe his nervous crew were more accurate than his ""real"" calculations. His ""lies"" had been closer to the mark than his ""truth""! 

Deception usually has unexpected and harmful results. It's always better to let your word be your word. This exhortation from the lips of Jesus is incredibly practical in our world of agents, multi-year contracts, performance clauses, labor agreements and international treaties. Whether on the personal, corporate or national level, we haven't left much room for people to live by their individual integrity. 

Some people believe Jesus is forbidding any oath, even legal oaths. But His prohibition seems to focus instead on our personal conversation and actions. When we follow every promise or declaration with a flurry of guarantees that we are telling the truth, our words become suspect. After all, if we are as good as our word, what need is there for additional guarantees? 

Jesus underscores the binding nature of oaths made to God as a backdrop against which to contrast the flippant oaths people make in everyday talk. He also likely had in mind the ""clever way"" the Pharisees and Jewish legal experts had of excusing themselves from their promises (see Mark 7:9-13). 

C. H. Spurgeon

False swearing was forbidden of old, but every kind of swearing is forbidden now by the word of our Lord Jesus. He mentions several forms of oath, and forbids them all, and then prescribes simple forms of affirmation or denial, as all that his followers should employ.

Notwithstanding much that may be advanced to the contrary, there is no evading the plain sense of this passage, that every sort of oath, however solemn or true, is forbidden to a follower of Jesus. Whether in court of law, or out of it the rule is, “Swear not at all.” Yet, in this Christian country we have swearing everywhere, and especially among law-makers.

Our legislators begin their official existence by swearing. By those who obey the law of the Savior’s kingdom, all swearing is set aside, that the simple word of affirmation or denial, calmly repeated, may remain as a sufficient bond of truth. A bad man cannot be believed on his oath, and a good man speaks the truth without an oath; to what purpose is the superfluous custom of legal swearing preserved? Christians should not yield to an evil custom, however great the pressure put upon them; but they should abide by the plain and unmistakable command of their Lord and King.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Every January people make resolutions for the coming year. They promise themselves that they will eat better, exercise more, or work less. By February, slightly more than half of those promises have already been broken. By May, most people have long since forgotten their resolutions. A promise easily made is often all too quickly forgotten. 

This is also true with promises made to God. The Scriptures warn against the practice of making hasty vows to God. Proverbs 20:25 declares, “It is a trap for a man to dedicate something rashly and only later to consider his vows.” Similarly, the book of Ecclesiastes urges his readers to be on guard when in God’s presence. The author warns, “Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few” (Eccl. 5:2). God takes our words seriously and holds us to the promises we make, whether they are made to Him or to others. 

The religious leaders of Jesus’ day, on the other hand, had a different view of the promises they made. They ranked oaths by the objects upon which they were sworn. An oath sworn by God’s name was considered to be binding; one sworn by heaven or by earth was not binding. An oath sworn by the city of Jerusalem was binding only if the person making it was facing Jerusalem when it was uttered. Casual oaths were also frequently made using God’s name. In practical terms, this kind of “swearing” violated the commandment against misusing the Lord’s name (cf. Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11).
VOWS  Voluntary expressions of devotion usually fulfilled after some condition had been met. Vows in the Old Testament usually were conditional. A common formula for vows was the “if . . . then . . .” phrase (Genesis 28:20; Numbers 21:2; Judges 11:30). The one making the religious vow proposed that if God did something (such as give protection or victory), then he or she in return would make some act of devotion. Not all vows, however, were conditional. Some, such as the Nazirite vow (Numbers 6), were made out of devotion to God with no request placed upon God. Whether conditional or not, the emphasis in the Bible is on keeping the vow. A vow unfulfilled is worse than a vow never made. While vows do not appear often in the New Testament, Paul made one that involved shaving his head (Acts 18:18). 

C. H. Spurgeon

Christ thus abolishes the whole system of swearing, as it ought to be abolished in every place; and he goes on to show that he did not mean merely unclean, false oaths, or oaths taken as some men take them blasphemously, but every form and kind of oath, for he says, “Swear not at all:”

TODAY IN THE WORD
Every January people make resolutions for the coming year. They promise themselves that they will eat better, exercise more, or work less. By February, slightly more than half of those promises have already been broken. By May, most people have long since forgotten their resolutions. A promise easily made is often all too quickly forgotten. 

This is also true with promises made to God. The Scriptures warn against the practice of making hasty vows to God. Proverbs 20:25 declares, “It is a trap for a man to dedicate something rashly and only later to consider his vows.” Similarly, the book of Ecclesiastes urges his readers to be on guard when in God’s presence. The author warns, “Do not be quick with your mouth, do not be hasty in your heart to utter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, so let your words be few” (Eccl. 5:2). God takes our words seriously and holds us to the promises we make, whether they are made to Him or to others. 

The religious leaders of Jesus’ day, on the other hand, had a different view of the promises they made. They ranked oaths by the objects upon which they were sworn. An oath sworn by God’s name was considered to be binding; one sworn by heaven or by earth was not binding. An oath sworn by the city of Jerusalem was binding only if the person making it was facing Jerusalem when it was uttered. Casual oaths were also frequently made using God’s name. In practical terms, this kind of “swearing” violated the commandment against misusing the Lord’s name (cf. Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11).

5:34
"But I say to you, make no oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,  

But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne;  

But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne:  

C. H. Spurgeon

If words mean anything, this command of Christ is an utter abolishment of oaths taken before magistrates as well as everywhere else. I can make nothing else out of it; indeed, it must mean that, because Christ contrasts his teaching with that of former ages: “It hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: but I say unto you, Swear not at all.’ A man who cannot be believed upon his word certainly cannot be believed upon his oath; and, usually, when a man tells a lie, the next thing he does is to swear to it. When Peter

denied his Master, the next thing he did was to curse and to swear, because he thought it likely that they would not imagine that he was a follower of Christ if he did curse and swear; so he gave that as a pretty clear proof that he had not been with Christ, and was not one of his disciples. Alas, that we should need anything beside “Yes, yea,” and “Nay, nay!”

OATHS  A formal appeal to God or some sacred object as a support to fulfill a promise. Ancient societies lacked laws and documentation as a means of legal enforcement. Binding transactions depended upon the power of a person’s word. Without a modern judicial system, the very security of the society demanded that people speak the truth to one another. The oath maintained the obligation to speak honestly. 

Solemn oaths in the Bible were binding. Violation of an oath was serious and could not be disregarded (Ezekiel 17:13; Ezekiel 17:16; Ezekiel 17:18-19). 

Renewing The Oath

Roman soldiers were required, as far as possible, to return to Rome once a year from wherever garrisoned to renew the oath of allegiance to the Emperor. The soldiers of every nation must salute the Roman colors from time to time or be guilty of treason.

Attendance at the Lord's Supper is the Christian's salute to the blood-stained banner of the King of Kings.

5:35
or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.  

or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.  

Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King.  

FOOTSTOOL  A piece of furniture for resting the feet, especially for one seated on a throne (2 Chron. 9:18; James 2:3). The footstool of Tutankhamen of Egypt was carved with pictures of his enemies. Other Pharaohs were portrayed with their feet on their enemies’ heads. The footstool thus became a symbol for dominion. God is pictured as a king enthroned in heaven with the earth as His footstool (Isaiah 66:1; Matthew 5:35). In Psalm 99:5 and Lament. 2:1 it is difficult to determine with certainty whether God’s footstool is the ark, the Temple, or Zion. (Compare Isaiah 60:13; Ezekiel 43:7.) Only 1 Chron. 28:2 is an unambiguous reference to the ark as a resting place for God’s feet. 

In Psalm 110:1 God makes the messianic King triumph over His enemies, who are then made his footstool. This text is quoted six times in the New Testament. It served as the basis for Jesus’ riddle about David’s son who is also his lord (Matthew 22:44; Mark 12:36; Luke 20:43). Elsewhere, the Scripture was applied to the ascension of Christ (Acts 2:34-35), the exaltation of Christ (Hebrews 1:13), and the future victory of Christ (Hebrews 10:13). 

5:36
"Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black.  

And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.  

Neither shalt thou swear by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair white or black.  

HAIR  The covering of the human head and of animals. Ordinarily human hair is meant in biblical references (Numbers 6:5), though animal hair (wool) may be in mind (Matthew 3:4). Beautiful hair has always been desirable for both women and men (Song 5:11). In Old Testament times both men and women wore their hair long. Both Samson and Absalom were greatly admired for their long locks (Judges 16:13; 2 Samuel 14:25-26). In the New Testament era, men wore their hair much shorter than women did (1 Cor. 11:14-15). 

Gray or white hair was a respected sign of age (Proverbs 20:29). But baldness could be considered embarrassing or even humiliating (2 Kings 2:23; Ezekiel 7:18). In Leviticus 13, which gives extensive instruction on the diagnosis of leprosy (probably including other skin diseases), the color of the hairs in an infected area of skin indicated whether the disease was present or had been cured. A cured leper was required to shave his entire body (Leviticus 14:8-9). 

5:37
"But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no'; and anything beyond these is of evil.  

Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.  

But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil.  

Our Daily Bread

In 1878, a merchant in Bozeman, Montana, extended to Andrew Garcia what was called "jawbone credit." Without putting anything into writing, he gave Garcia $300 worth of supplies for a hunting and trapping expedition. The trapper promised to return and pay his debt with hides and pelts from his expedition. 

While Garcia was away, hostile Indians moved into the area around Bozeman. Weather conditions got bad. Fellow trappers told him to forget about returning to Bozeman, but Garcia wouldn't hear of it. After a series of harrowing experiences, he returned to the merchant with hides and pelts to pay his debt. He kept his word. 

We usually can't put that much stock in verbal promises these days. Many people make pledges but fail to keep them. Every divorce means at least one person has broken a sacred vow. People in trouble with the law may promise to change their ways if only they can have another chance. But when they receive clemency, they often forget the vows they had made. 

God too makes vows, but He always keeps His word. If He didn't, we would have no basis for hope. Let's thank Him for being a God of integrity and resolve that we will be people whose word can be trusted. 
People who trust God's Word should be people who can be trusted.

Illustration

Two men got into an animated argument over which is right, grammatically, to say, “The hen is setting,” or “the hen is sitting.” Each contended that he was right, and both showed a ready disposition to prove he was right with fisted blows. finally reason obtained. They agreed to go to Farmer Brown, and put the question to him. Hearing the matter, Farmer Brown guffawed heartily. Then, he said rather contemptuously, “Men, when I see a hen in such a position on a nest, I don’t ask whether she is sitting, or setting. I only ask, ‘is she laying or is she lying?’”
Be True To Your Word

Let your "Yes" be "Yes," and your "No," "No." —Matthew 5:37

Shortly before his death, the Duke of Burgundy was presiding over the Cabinet Council of France. A proposal was made by the ministers that would violate a treaty but would secure important advantages for the country. Many reasons were offered to justify the deed. The Duke listened in silence, and when all had spoken he closed the conference without giving approval. Placing his hand on a copy of the original agreement, he said with firmness in his voice, "Gentlemen, we have a treaty!"

It’s important that Christians act and speak so that the Savior is glorified. When you give your word, keep it. If you make a commitment, honor it. If you take on an obligation, fulfill it. As Jesus said in Matthew 5:37, "Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes.’"

Our honesty and reliability should be so evident that we can be trusted for any contract we make. What better testimony could be said of a believer than this: "He gave his word; that’s good enough for me." And if non-Christians can trust us in business matters, they are more likely to believe us when we speak about the gospel.

If you are tempted to go back on a promise, think again of the words of the Duke of Burgundy: "Gentlemen, we have a treaty!" 
Never give your word

unless you intend to keep it.
Open It

01.
Persons in what occupations (for example, ministers, insurance agents, lawyers, car salesmen, and politicians) are often distrusted for what they say,

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
How do you determine if someone is telling the truth?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

03.
What ancient teaching did Jesus bring up? (5:33)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04.
What oaths did Jesus’ audience consider especially important to keep? (5:33)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
How did Jesus update the ancient proverb about oaths? (5:34)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
What exceptions did Jesus permit in vow making? (5:34)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
Why was it inappropriate to swear by heaven? (5:34)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
Why was it inappropriate to swear by earth? (5:35)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
According to Jesus, why shouldn’t people swear by Jerusalem? (5:35)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
Why not swear by one’s own head? (5:36)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
How should believers respond to questions? (5:37)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What’s wrong with swearing oaths? (5:37)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

13.
How much does swearing on a Bible guarantee that a legal witness will tell the truth?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
Why do we swear?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
In what situations do people typically swear?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
What are some ways that our society takes the name of God lightly or frivolously?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
What statements of assurance (“Trust me,” “Would I lie to you?” “I really mean it this time,” etc.) do you hear most often?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
How does lying in the name of God affect the reputation of God?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
How should we respond when people try to get us to make promises or extra assurances?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What does it imply when people don’t take you at your word?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

21.
What steps can you take this week to become known as a person who keeps his or her word?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
What unfulfilled promise have you made in the last week that you need to carry out today?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:38
"You have heard that it was said, 'AN EYE 
FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.'  


"You have heard that it was said, '
Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.'  

Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:  

5:38 God’s purpose behind this law was an expression of mercy. The law was given to judges and said, in effect, “Make the punishment fit the crime.” It was not a guide for personal revenge (Exodus 21:23-25; Leviticus 24:19-20; Deut. 19:21). These laws were given to limit vengeance and help the court administer punishment that was neither too strict nor too lenient. Some people, however, were using this phrase to justify their vendettas against others. People still try to excuse their acts of revenge by saying, “I was just doing to him what he did to me.”

5:38-42 When we are wronged, often our first reaction is to get even. Instead Jesus said we should do good to those who wrong us! Our desire should not be to keep score, but to love and forgive. This is not natural—it is supernatural. Only God can give us the strength to love as he does. Instead of planning vengeance, pray for those who hurt you.

5:39-44 To many Jews of Jesus’ day, these statements were offensive. Any Messiah who would turn the other cheek was not the military leader they wanted to lead a revolt against Rome. Since they were under Roman oppression, they wanted retaliation against their enemies, whom they hated. But Jesus suggested a new, radical response to injustice: instead of demanding rights, give them up freely! According to Jesus, it is more important to give justice and mercy than to receive it.

5:43-44 By telling us not to retaliate, Jesus keeps us from taking the law into our own hands. By loving and praying for our enemies, we can overcome evil with good.

The Pharisees interpreted Leviticus 19:18 as teaching that they should love only those who love in return, and Psalm 139:19-22 and Psalm 140:9-11 as meaning that they should hate their enemies. But Jesus says we are to love our enemies. If you love your enemies and treat them well, you will truly show that Jesus is Lord of your life. This is possible only for those who give themselves fully to God, because only he can deliver people from natural selfishness. We must trust the Holy Spirit to help us show love to those for whom we may not feel love.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Russian Czar Peter the Great was fascinated with the study and practice of medicine. So when one of the czar's valets asked the monarch to pull his wife's tooth, Peter grabbed his dental instruments and followed the valet to his apartment. There Peter pulled the woman's tooth, ignoring her cries of protest. Only several days later did Peter learn that the woman had never had a toothache at all. The painful extraction was her husband's revenge for a domestic quarrel. Talk about ""tooth for tooth""! 

Despite the Old Testament ""law of retaliation"" cited by Jesus in today's text, the czar's vengeful servant was not following Scripture when he had his wife's tooth pulled as ""payment"" for their argument. In fact, the principle was designed to prevent just such personal vengeance-taking. 

The phrase ""eye for eye, and tooth for tooth"" receives a lot of bad press in the secular world today. Opponents of Christianity quote it as an example of God's harshness. They forget that this punishment was not for personal retribution or revenge, but was to be administered by the authorities with strict adherence to justice. 

This law was merciful and just because it limited punishment to the severity of the crime. In theory, our legal system is also built upon this principle. 

By contrast, human revenge is almost never just. If you doubt that, spend some time around a local elementary school and watch students interact on the playground. One insult or unkind word prompts many more. One punch brings a flurry of blows in return. We're raising a violent generation, which makes the Sermon on the Mount more timely than ever. 

There is a specific cultural background to verses 40-41. Jewish law in Jesus' day forbade taking a person's outer cloak, which the poor used as their bed. And it is well-known that occupying Roman soldiers could compel a Jew to carry their military pack for one mile
C. H. Spurgeon

There are many who do the second of those two things, but not the first.

TODAY IN THE WORD
A woman came to Ibn Saud, the first king of Saudi Arabia, seeking revenge against the man who had killed her husband. The man had fallen out of a palm tree while gathering dates and had landed on the woman’s husband. The king tried to persuade her to accept monetary compensation instead, knowing that she had no way of supporting herself. The woman refused and demanded the man’s life in return for her husband’s. “It is your right to exact compensation, and it is also your right to ask for this man’s life,” the king declared. “But it is my right to decree how he shall die.” The king then ordered that the man be tied to the foot of a palm tree and the woman climb up and cast herself down upon the man. After a long pause, the king offered, “Or perhaps you would prefer after all to take the money?” The widow reconsidered and chose to take the money instead. 

This story underscores the trouble with vengeance. It often destroys those who seek it as much as it hurts those upon whom it is exacted. During the New Testament era, the saying, “eye for eye, and tooth for tooth” epitomized the spirit of revenge. Drawn from the Law of Moses, this phrase was part of the legal code intended to set limits on revenge (cf. Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21). Far from being a license for vengeance, it was originally intended to set limits upon those who had a right to seek justice for a wrong they had suffered at the hands of another. It stipulated that the punishment should not go beyond the crime. 

DIVINE RETRIBUTION  Process of God’s meting out merited requital—punishment for evil or reward for good. Retribution involves the act of paying someone back according to their behavior. Thus, many (incorrectly) think that “divine retribution” means only an expression of God’s wrath. “Divine retribution,” however, involves both reward and punishment, blessing and curse. The notion of divine retribution involves questions concerning time (when will one be judged?) and method (on what basis will judgment occur?). These questions, in turn, call to mind other issues such as suffering, evil, and God’s justness. 

Though the exact phrase “divine retribution” does not occur in the Old Testament, the idea is quite prevalent: people will be repaid in this life for what they do—blessing for good, punishment for evil. Both sides of divine retribution can be detected in the history of ancient Israel. Abraham’s obedient response to God’s call resulted in his being blessed and becoming the mediator of blessing to all the world (Genesis 12:1-3). Israel, if they heard and obeyed God’s word, would be blessed (Deut. 6:1-9). However, banishment from Eden, the flood, and multiplication of languages followed on the heels of sin. Pharaoh and all Egypt incurred God’s judgment for not yielding to God’s will. Even Israel, because of her failure to place her trust in God, experienced the judgment of Exile. The Psalms affirm that the same process occurs on an individual level that occurs on the corporate. The Book of Job, however, issues a proviso to such a mechanical view of God and suffering in this life. It is dangerous to interpret all suffering as punishment. Humans cannot determine the causes of suffering and should never overlook God’s patience, forgiveness, and mercy. 

The New Testament also affirms that humans are rewarded and punished by God in this life (Galatians 6:7-8). In fact, the wage earner is a profound image for the life of Jesus’ disciple. Blessing and reward come to those who live life in accordance with the reality of the kingdom of God (Matthew 5-7; Mark 10:41; Luke 10:7; John 9:36). The remarkable development in the New Testament is that reward/punishment in this life is a foretaste of that which will be experienced at the end of time. As in the Old Testament, the standard for reward and punishment is still God’s character, His faithfulness. The standard has been revealed to all creation in the events surrounding the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the standard by which God will reward and punish (Romans 2:16). Furthermore, since it is a revelation both of God’s faithfulness and of His wrath, gospel preaching enacts the process of end-time judgment. Divine retribution, both as reward and punishment, is found in the gospel preaching and is a foretaste of the final reckoning that is to occur on that great and glorious day. 

C. H. Spurgeon

The law of an eye for an eye, as administered in the proper courts of law was founded in justice, and worked far more equitably than the more modern system of fines; for that method allows rich men to offend with comparative impunity, But when the lex talionis came to be the rule of daily life, it fostered revenge, and our Savior would not tolerate it as a principle carried out by individuals. Good law in court may be very bad custom in common society. He spoke against what had become a proverb and was heard and said among the people, 
Our loving King would have private dealings ruled by the spirit of love and not by the rule of law.

TODAY IN THE WORD
A woman came to Ibn Saud, the first king of Saudi Arabia, seeking revenge against the man who had killed her husband. The man had fallen out of a palm tree while gathering dates and had landed on the woman’s husband. The king tried to persuade her to accept monetary compensation instead, knowing that she had no way of supporting herself. The woman refused and demanded the man’s life in return for her husband’s. “It is your right to exact compensation, and it is also your right to ask for this man’s life,” the king declared. “But it is my right to decree how he shall die.” The king then ordered that the man be tied to the foot of a palm tree and the woman climb up and cast herself down upon the man. After a long pause, the king offered, “Or perhaps you would prefer after all to take the money?” The widow reconsidered and chose to take the money instead. 

This story underscores the trouble with vengeance. It often destroys those who seek it as much as it hurts those upon whom it is exacted. During the New Testament era, the saying, “eye for eye, and tooth for tooth” epitomized the spirit of revenge. Drawn from the Law of Moses, this phrase was part of the legal code intended to set limits on revenge (cf. Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21). Far from being a license for vengeance, it was originally intended to set limits upon those who had a right to seek justice for a wrong they had suffered at the hands of another. It stipulated that the punishment should not go beyond the crime. 

5:39
"But I say to you, do not resist him who is evil; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn to him the other also.  

But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.  

But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.  

C. H. Spurgeon

Non-resistance and forbearance are to be the rule among Christians. They are to endure personal ill-usage without coming to blows. They are to be as the anvil when bad men are the hammers, and thus they are to overcome by patient forgiveness. The rule of the judgment-seat is not for common life; but the rule of the cross and the all-enduring Sufferer is for us all. Yet how many regard all this as fanatical, utopian, and even cowardly! The Lord, our King, would have us bear and forbear, and conquer by mighty patience. Can we do it? How are we the servants of Christ if we have not his spirit?

Leviticus 24:20; Deut. 19:21 

It has been misused and abused. However, God’s purpose for the law was to show mercy and to limit vengeance. In antiquity men killed for the most minor of offenses. For example, if a person was injured accidentally, a whole family or village was subject to be killed in retaliation. Thus, this law was the beginning of mercy in a merciless society. It limited retaliation to an equivalent injury. 

Several facts show the merciful aspect of the law.

The law was not a command that had to be executed. It was a law that allowed a person some justice if he wished. He did not have to insist upon it.

The law was given to the courts to guide the judges in the execution of justice. It was not given to individuals to take vengeance on others.

The law could be satisfied with money or some other ransom or payment deemed just (Numbers 35:31). However, no ransom was to “be taken for the life of a murderer.” The murderer was to pay with his life.

Oswald Chambers

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.” That is Christian living in actual life. If I have the disposition of a faultfinder, I am a most uncomfortable person to live with, but if the love of God has been shed abroad in my heart, I begin to see extraordinary self-sacrifice under the roughest of exteriors. I begin to see nobility where before I only saw meanness, because I see only what I bring with me the power of seeing, a most humiliating thing to realize!

The direction of divine living is that I identify myself with God’s interests in other people, and He is interested in some funny people, namely, you and me! We see the humor of our heavenly Father in the way He brings around us the type of people who are to us what we have been to Him, now He will watch how we behave to them. How did Jesus treat us? With infinite patience, with amplitude of forgiveness and generosity. Then He says that we are to treat them in the same way. “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”

Sermon Note:


Do not retaliate


Do more than required


Be kind and generous

Illustration

Doing an injury puts you below your enemy; revenging one makes you but even with him; forgiving it sets you above him.

Our Daily Bread

Geoffrey, a dedicated believer, took seriously our Lord's command about turning the other cheek, yet he misunderstood the meaning of what Christ taught. When a man struck him, for example, he turned the other side of his face to his assailant and allowed him to hit it again. He said, "I have now fulfilled the Lord's command." Then he proceeded to pound his foe into submission. That's quite obviously not what Jesus had in mind. 

The Russian writer Leo Tolstoy also misinterpreted this command. He said that we should be completely nonresistant when people steal from us or hurt us. His theory was that the wicked would soon be so ashamed that they would correct their ways. But his logic was wrong. Society doesn't operate that way. Without the restraining force of the police, the wicked would completely overpower decent, law-abiding citizens. 

What then did Jesus mean when He told us that we should turn the other cheek? He was saying we should not let the desire to get even dominate our lives. Instead, we should be governed by the principles of giving and forgiving. Through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives in us, we can do exactly what Jesus commanded. 
The best way to get even is to forgive as you have been forgiven.

Oswald Chambers

This verse reveals the humiliation of being a Christian. In the natural realm, if a person does not hit back, it is because he is a coward. But in the spiritual realm, it is the very evidence of the Son of God in him if he does not hit back. When you are insulted, you must not only not resent it, but you must make it an opportunity to exhibit the Son of God in your life. And you cannot imitate the nature of Jesus -- it is either in you or it is not. A personal insult becomes an opportunity for a saint to reveal the incredible sweetness of the Lord Jesus.

The teaching of the Sermon on the Mount is not, "Do your duty," but is, in effect, "Do what is not your duty." It is not your duty to go the second mile, or to turn the other cheek, but Jesus said that if we are His disciples, we will always do these things. We will not say, "Oh well, I just can't do any more, and I've been so misrepresented and misunderstood." Every time I insist on having my own rights, I hurt the Son of God, while in fact I can prevent Jesus from being hurt if I will take the blow myself. That is the real meaning of filling "up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ . . ." (Colossians 1:24). A disciple realizes that it is his Lord's honor that is at stake in his life, not his own honor.

Never look for righteousness in the other person, but never cease to be righteous yourself. We are always looking for justice, yet the essence of the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount is -- Never look for justice, but never cease to give it.

5:40
"And if anyone wants to sue you, and take your shirt, let him have your coat also.  

And if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well.  

And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.  

C. H. Spurgeon

Let him have all he asks, and more. Better lose a suit of cloth than be drawn into a suit in law. The courts of our Lord’s day were vicious, and his disciples were advised to suffer wrong sooner than appeal to them. 
Our own courts often furnish the surest method of solving a difficulty by authority, and we have known them resorted to with the view of preventing strife. Yet even in a country where justice can be had, We are not to resort to law for every personal wrong. 
We should rather endure to be put upon than be for ever crying out, “I’ll bring an action.”
At times this very rule of self-sacrifice may require us to take steps in the way of legal appeal, to stop injuries which would fall heavily upon others; but we ought often to forego our own advantage, yea, always when the main motive would be a proud desire for self-vindication.

Lord, give me a patient spirit, so that I may not seek to avenge myself, even when I might righteously do so!

Alimony Shirt-Check

A Tampa chiropractor had paid alimony to his former wife for a long time. In 1994 he came to his final alimony payment of $182. He didn’t just want to send his money; he wanted to send a message.

So in large scale he drew a check on the back of a pinstripe shirt. On the memo line of his shirt-check, he wrote, “Here it is—the shirt off my back!”

The bank cashed it.

5:41
"And whoever shall force you to go one mile, go with him two.  

If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.  

And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain.  

C. H. Spurgeon

Governments in those days demanded forced service through their petty officers. Christians were to be of a yielding temper, and bear a double exaction rather than provoke ill words and anger. We ought not to evade taxation, but stand ready to render to Caesar his due. “Yield” is our watchword. To stand up against force is not exactly our part; we may leave that to others. How few believe the long-suffering, non-resistant doctrines of our King!

MILE  The Roman mile of Matthew 5:41 is about 4,848 feet (about 432 feet shorter than the American mile). 

Oswald Chambers

Our Lord's teaching can be summed up in this: the relationship that He demands for us is an impossible one unless He has done a super-natural work in us. Jesus Christ demands that His disciple does not allow even the slightest trace of resentment in his heart when faced with tyranny and injustice. No amount of enthusiasm will ever stand up to the strain that Jesus Christ will put upon His servant. Only one thing will bear the strain, and that is a personal relationship with Jesus Christ Himself -- a relationship that has been examined, purified, and tested until only one purpose remains and I can truly say, "I am here for God to send me where He will." Everything else may become blurred, but this relationship with Jesus Christ must never be.

The Sermon on the Mount is not some unattainable goal; it is a statement of what will happen in me when Jesus Christ has changed my nature by putting His own nature in me. Jesus Christ is the only One who can fulfill the Sermon on the Mount.

If we are to be disciples of Jesus, we must be made disciples supernaturally. And as long as we consciously maintain the determined purpose to be His disciples, we can be sure that we are not disciples. Jesus says, "You did not choose Me, but I chose you . . ." (John 15:16). That is the way the grace of God begins. It is a constraint we can never escape; we can disobey it, but we can never start it or produce it ourselves. We are drawn to God by a work of His supernatural grace, and we can never trace back to find where the work began. Our Lord's making of a disciple is supernatural. He does not build on any natural capacity of ours at all. God does not ask us to do the things that are naturally easy for us -- He only asks us to do the things that we are perfectly fit to do through His grace, and that is where the cross we must bear will always come.

C. H. Spurgeon
If you can do him any service, do it cheerfully, do it readily. Do what he wants of you.

5:42
"Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.  

Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you.  

Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.  

C. H. Spurgeon

Be generous. A miser is no follower of Jesus. Discretion is to be used in our giving, lest we encourage idleness and beggary; but the general rule is, “Give to him that asketh thee.” Sometimes a loan may be more useful than a gift, do not refuse it to those who will make right use of it. These precepts are not meant for fools, they are set before us as our general rule; but each rule is balanced by other Scriptural commands, and there is the teaching of a philanthropic common-sense to guide us. 
Our spirit is to be one of readiness to help the needy by gift or loan, and we are not exceedingly likely to err by excess in this direction; hence the boldness of the command.

Illustration

A few years before the death of Spurgeon, an American lecture bureau tried to engage him to come to America and deliver fifty lectures, speaking in all the large cities of the country. As compensation, the bureau offered to pay all of Mr. Spurgeon’s expenses, and all the expenses of his wife and his private secretary to come with him, from the time they left London until they returned, and in addition to pay $1,000 per night for each of his fifty lectures. But Mr. Spurgeon promptly declined this tempting offer to make $50,000 in fifty days, saying, “I can do better. I will stay in London and try to save fifty souls.” No wonder he succeeded so marvelously in winning souls! No wonder that at his death more than 12,000 converts rose up to bless his memory and thank God that Spurgeon ever lived!

Oswald Chambers

As we draw on the grace of God He increases voluntary poverty all along the live. Always give the best you have got every time; never think about who you are giving to, let other people take it or leave it as they choose. Pour out the best you have, and always be poor. Never reserve anything; never be diplomatic and careful about the treasure God gives.

“Give to him who asks you.” why do we always make this mean money? Our Lord makes no mention of money. The blood of most of us seems to run in gold. The reason we make it mean money is because that is where our heart is. Peter said, “silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you.” God grant we may understand that the spring of giving is not impulse nor inclination, but the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, I give because Jesus tells me to ...”

The way Christians wriggle and twist and compromise over this verse springs from infidelity in the ruling providence of our heavenly Father. We enthrone common sense as God and say, “It is absurd; if I give to everyone that asks, every beggar in the place will be at my door.” Try it. I have yet to find the man who obeyed Jesus Christ’s command and did not realize that God restrains those who beg.
C. H. Spurgeon

This is the spirit of the Christian — to live with the view of doing service.

Open It

01.
Why are movies about vengeance or vigilante justice so popular?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
What is appealing about revenge?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

03.
To what familiar saying was Jesus referring in this context? (5:38)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04.
What did the ancients require if a person put out someone else’s eye? (5:38)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
What was the judgment for knocking out another’s tooth? (5:38)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
How did Jesus say we should respond to people who do us evil? (5:39)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
What should we do to protect our rights and possessions? (5:39)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
What should be the Christian’s response to physical violence? (5:39)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
What should a person do if someone else sues him or her? (5:40)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
What should a person do if someone else forces him or her to “go one mile”? (5:41)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
How should followers of Christ deal with those who ask them for things? (5:42)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What is the proper response to a request to borrow something? (5:42)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

13.
What are the drawbacks to an “eye for eye” mentality?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
Where do we draw the line between our rights and our responsibility to be forgiving and patient?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
What is the rationale behind Jesus’ idea that love overcomes evil?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
How can doing good change a bad situation?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
How should we respond to violent attacks?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
When are we responsible to stop an evil person from committing violent acts?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
What advice would you give to the little kid who is constantly being bullied at school?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What do you think would happen if Christians followed these principles to the letter?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
What items would you find difficult to loan out or give away?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
In what ways have you been seeking vengeance or an opportunity to pay someone back for a wrong done to you?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
What grudge or personal vendetta do you need to lay aside?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

24.
What prayer will help you forgive some wrong you’ve had difficulty letting go of?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

25.
What act of kindness or reconciliation could you perform by next weekend to help “bury the hatchet”?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

5:43
"You have heard that it was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR, and hate your enemy.'  

"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.'  

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy.  

TODAY IN THE WORD
Napoleon's triumphant attitude toward his enemies had softened by the time his French forces defeated the Russians at the Battle of Borodino. Losses on both sides were heavy. As Napoleon walked the battlefield the next day, taking a count of the dead, he heard a cry of pain from a fallen soldier and ordered a stretcher. One of his aides pointed out that the wounded man was a Russian, but Napoleon retorted, ""After a victory there are no enemies, only men."" 

Treating a wounded enemy is commendable, but Jesus would have us go one step further and prevent the battle if possible. Today's text is a clear statement of God's merciful love to the undeserving. From His standpoint, that includes all of us! If God took revenge, no one would be left standing. 

Notice that Jesus didn't say loving our enemies would be easy. One of the proofs we are made in the image of God is our sense of justice. Because of our sinfulness, our ideas of justice are easily thrown off balance, but there is still something within us that cries out for justice. No one likes being wronged. 

Still, if we are to obey God, we must love our enemies. Jesus' point is that God in His mercy sends rain and other blessings to both good and bad people. Therefore, our job as Christians is not to try to decide who does or does not deserve our mercy. By loving our enemies, we reflect the love of God expressed in Christ's death for sinners. 

All of us are familiar with the ""selective kindness"" Jesus described in verses 46-47. Many people in our world live by, ""You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours."" While this attitude may win people social or business advancement, Jesus isn't impressed. Citizens of His kingdom are to live by other rules.

C. H. Spurgeon

You have done what anybody would do.

NEIGHBOR  A person living in the same vicinity, engaging in mutual activities, and for whom one takes some responsibility. The Bible’s major concern is how we treat our neighbor. 
TODAY IN THE WORD
G. K. Chesterton, British essayist and author of the Father Brown mystery novels, has challenged and encouraged generations of believers through his keen observations of the Christian faith. Chesterton once declared, “The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found difficult, and left untried.” In fact, the Christian life cannot be lived merely by determined effort. It requires the transforming grace of Christ. 

Few commands of Jesus reveal more the “supernatural” character of the Christian life than Jesus’ command to love our enemies. The Old Testament law had commanded God’s people to love their neighbors (Lev. 19:18). Jesus’ contemporaries had added the additional stipulation “and hate your enemy” to this command. They defined “neighbor” so narrowly that it excluded those they disapproved of or those with whom they differed. Jesus, on the other hand, had a much broader definition. In His view, a neighbor is anyone who has a need we can meet (cf. Luke 10:30-37). In today’s passage, Jesus goes a step further and commands His disciples to love their enemies. 

Our natural tendency includes loving our friends. But just loving the people who love us back doesn’t distinguish us from unbelievers. That’s the problem. Such love is only human. On the other hand, when we love our enemies, we show that we have been given a capacity to exercise divine love. This is the way God loves, because He cares for the evil and the good (Matt. 5:45). 
ENEMY  An adversary, foe, or hater. An enemy is one who dislikes or hates another and seeks to harm the person. It can refer to an individual opponent or to a hostile force, either a nation or an army. 

Several Hebrew words are rendered “enemy” in the Old Testament. Tsar means an “adversary, foe, oppressor, or enemy.” It comes from the verb tsarar, which means “to show hostility toward.” An ’ohev is “one who is hostile, an enemy or foe.” The term sane’ means, “one who hates.” Zur is a “stranger, foreigner, or alien.” One Greek term, echthros, is used for each of the Hebrew words in the New Testament. Its basic definition is simply “enemy.” 

C.H. Spurgeon

“Love thy neighbor.” Perhaps he rolls in riches, and thou art poor, and living in thy little cot side-by-side with his lordly mansion; thou sees every day his estates, his fine linen, and his sumptuous banquets; God has given him these gifts, covet not his wealth, and think no hard thoughts concerning him. Be content with thine own lot, if thou canst not better it, but do not look upon thy neighbor, and wish that he were as thyself. Love him, and then thou wilt not envy him.

Mayhap, on the other hand, thou are rich, and near thee reside the poor. Do not scorn to call them neighbors. Own that thou art bound to love them. The world calls them thy inferiors. In what are they inferior? They are far more thine equals than thine inferiors, for “God hath made of one blood all people that dwell upon the face of the earth.” It is thy coat which is better than theirs, but thou art by no means better than they. They are men, and what art thou more than that? Take heed that thou love thy neighbor even though he be in rags, or sunken in the depths of poverty.

But, perhaps you say, “I cannot love my neighbor because for all I do they return ingratitude and contempt.” So much the more room for the heroism of love. Wouldst thou be a feather-bed warrior, instead of bearing the rough fight of love? He who dares the most, shall win the most; and if rough be thy path of love, tread it boldly, still loving thy neighbors through thick and thin. Heaps coals of fire on their heads, and if they be hard to please, seek not to please them, but to please thy Master; and remember if they spurn thy love, thy Master hath not spurned it, and thy deed is as acceptable to Him as if it had been acceptable to them. Love thy neighbor, for in so doing thou are following the footsteps of Christ.

Love your enemies:


Bless not curse



(express gratitude)

Good for evil



(beyond reproach)

Pray for them



(earnest requests)

No retaliation



(no revenge)
C. H. Spurgeon

In this case a command of Scripture had a human antithesis fitted on to it by depraved minds and this human addition was mischievous. This is a common method, to append to the teaching of Scripture a something which seems to grow out of it, or to be a natural inference from it, which something may be false and wicked. This is a sad crime against the Word of the Lord. 
The Holy Spirit will only father his own words. He owns the precept, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor,” but he hates the parasitical growth of “hate thine enemy.” 
This last sentence is destructive of that out of which it appears legitimately to grow, since those who are here styled enemies are, in fact, neighbors. Love is now the universal law; and our King, who has commanded it, is himself the Pattern of it. 
He will not see it narrowed down, and placed in a setting of hate. May grace prevent any of us from falling into this error!

TODAY IN THE WORD
G. K. Chesterton, British essayist and author of the Father Brown mystery novels, has challenged and encouraged generations of believers through his keen observations of the Christian faith. Chesterton once declared, “The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found difficult, and left untried.” In fact, the Christian life cannot be lived merely by determined effort. It requires the transforming grace of Christ. 

Few commands of Jesus reveal more the “supernatural” character of the Christian life than Jesus’ command to love our enemies. The Old Testament law had commanded God’s people to love their neighbors (Lev. 19:18). Jesus’ contemporaries had added the additional stipulation “and hate your enemy” to this command. They defined “neighbor” so narrowly that it excluded those they disapproved of or those with whom they differed. Jesus, on the other hand, had a much broader definition. In His view, a neighbor is anyone who has a need we can meet (cf. Luke 10:30-37). In today’s passage, Jesus goes a step further and commands His disciples to love their enemies. 

Our natural tendency includes loving our friends. But just loving the people who love us back doesn’t distinguish us from unbelievers. That’s the problem. Such love is only human. On the other hand, when we love our enemies, we show that we have been given a capacity to exercise divine love. This is the way God loves, because He cares for the evil and the good (Matt. 5:45). 

5:44
"But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you  

But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;  

Tarnishing the Image

When I was a little boy, a friend and I once got into trouble when we were caught stealing some things from a store. The police took us to the city jail. At the time, my father was out playing golf with some deacons from our church. He was notified about what had happened and came to the jail thinking a mistake had been made. Then he had to explain to the deacons what his son was doing in jail.

When I got home, my mother was crying because she thought I would never do such a thing. Someone told me, “Johnny MacArthur, have you forgotten who your father is?” I never forgot that statement. I owed something to my father. He had given me my very life, and I was happy to be his son. I’m also glad to be my heavenly Father’s son, so it’s only right that I manifest something of His character.

C. H. Spurgeon

God constantly does that which many people regard almost as a crime, namely, doing good to the undeserving. It is the very genius of Christianity to help those who are utterly unworthy, — to be kind and generous even to those who are pretty certain to repay us with ingratitude and malice.

The Power Of Love

Love your enemies, . . . and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you. —Matthew 5:44 

Fyodor Dostoevsky tells the story of brothers Ivan and Alyosha Karamazov. Alyosha is a devoted follower of Jesus; Ivan is a skeptic.

As the story unfolds, Ivan meets his brother at a café. In an effort to undermine the faith of Alyosha, he recites a lengthy poem he has written about the Grand Inquisitor. In it the Inquisitor rails at Jesus for His decision to grant free will to human beings and thus bring so much pain and suffering into the world.

As the Grand Inquisitor finishes his argument, Ivan portrays Jesus as having no answer. Instead, Jesus walks up to the Inquisitor and kisses him. Ivan hopes Alyosha will see this as an irrational act. But as he finishes speaking, Alyosha, imitating Jesus, leans forward and kisses Ivan.

Alyosha's profound gesture completely changes the tenor of the scene, for it represents the triumph of love over doubt and skepticism. Love overrides every objection. No logical argument can overthrow it.

That's why Jesus calls us to love our enemies, and to do good to those who spitefully use us and persecute us (Matthew 5:44). Love, not rational argument, overcomes hatred. The goodness of God revealed in our love draws people to repentance.


It's better to give others a piece of your heart than a piece of your mind.

Illustration

There is a story of a deacon, who, goaded beyond endurance by the persistent malice of an enemy, vowed he would hill him. It5 came to the ears of the enemy, who waited to see what the harmless old man would do. Actually the deacon sought every opportunity to do his enemy good. It was first an amusement to the enemy, but when at last the deacon gave costly and sacrificial service to save the man’s wife from drowning, the death lock was broken. Said the enemy, “You’ve done what you said you would, you’ve killed me or at least you’ve killed that man the I was. Now what can I do for you!’

Returning Good For Evil

Love your enemies . . . do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. --Matthew 5:44

A soldier was astonished when he heard General Robert E. Lee speak in complimentary terms about a fellow officer. "General," he said, "do you know that the man you spoke so highly of is one of your worst enemies, and that he misses no opportunity to slander you?"

"Yes," said the General, "but I was asked for my opinion of him, not his of me."

Lee's kindness is an inspiring illustration of returning good for evil. Now, I realize that's not an easy thing to do. In fact, it sometimes seems impossible. That's why we need to listen to what Jesus said about praying for our enemies (Mt. 5:44). If we obey our Savior in this--that is, if we spend time talking to our heavenly Father about those who treat us badly--it will be much easier to love them and to speak well of them. It would be inconsistent and even unthinkable to mistreat someone we have just remembered in prayer.

Abraham Lincoln once said, "The best way to destroy an enemy is to make him your friend." With God's help, therefore, let us love our foes, bless them, do good to them, and pray for them. Like our Lord, let's be ready to return good for evil--even to our enemies. 

Returning good for good is commendable; returning good for evil is Christlike.

C. H. Spurgeon

Ours it is to persist in loving, even if men persist in enmity. We are to render blessing for cursing, prayers for persecutions. Even in the cases of cruel enemies, we are to “do good to them, and pray for them.” We are no longer enemies to any, but friends to all. We do not merely cease to hate, and then abide in a cold neutrality, but we love where hatred seemed inevitable. We bless where our old nature bids us curse, and we are active in doing good to those who deserve to receive evil from us. Where this is practically carried out, men wonder, respect, and admire the followers of Jesus. The theory may be ridiculed, but the practice is reverenced, and is counted so surprising that men attribute it to some Godlike quality in Christians, and own that they are the children of the Father who is in heaven. Indeed, he is a child of God who can bless the unthankful and the evil; for in daily providence the Lord is doing this on a great scale, and none but his children will imitate him. To do good for the sake of the good done, and not because of the character of the person benefited, is a noble imitation of God. If the Lord only sent the fertilizing shower upon the land of the saintly, drought would deprive whole leagues of land of all hope of a harvest. We also must do good to the evil, or we shall have a narrow sphere, our hearts will grow contracted, and our Sonship towards the good God will be rendered doubtful.

'Not Enough Mercy'

Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you. --Matthew 5:44

A nationally known radio commentator once went on a tirade against Christians. He ridiculed their views of the end times, particularly the return of Christ for His church. He said that "the evaporation of 4 million people who believe this nonsense would leave this world a better place."

It wasn't long before the network apologized to any listeners who were offended. But the commentator himself refused to say he was sorry. He received hate mail, venomous condemnations, and even death threats from professing believers. This convinced him more than ever that the world would be better off without people filled with this kind of hatred.

It's unfortunate and sad to see Christians become so enraged. As Joseph Stowell, President of Moody Bible Institute, said, "There's too much mean and not enough mercy." When followers of Jesus spend more time condemning their enemies than praying for them or showing love to them, they lose their spiritual credibility.

Jesus expects us to stand out from the world by letting our "light so shine before men, that they may see [our] good works and glorify [our] Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). One way we live that out is by obeying His command to love our enemies (v.44).   
The warmth of love can melt

the heart of an enemy.

Illustration

J. Edgar Hoover, director of the FBI says: “The spectacle of a nation praying is more awe-inspiring than the explosion of an atomic bomb. The force of prayer is greater than any possible combination of man-made or man-controlled powers, because prayer is man’s greatest means of tapping the infinite resources of God. Invoking by prayer the mercy and might of God is our most efficacious means of guaranteeing peace and security for the harassed and helpless peoples of the earth.”

5:45
in order that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.  

EVIL 

That which is opposed to God and His purposes or that which, defined from human perspectives, is harmful and non-productive. 

GOOD  In contrast to the Greek view of “the good” as an ideal, the biblical concept focuses on concrete experiences of what God has done and is doing in the lives of God’s people. Scripture affirms that God is and does good (1 Chron. 16:34; Psalm 119:68). The goodness of God is experienced in the goodness of God’s creative work (Genesis 1:31) and in God’s saving acts (liberation of Israel from Egypt, Exodus 18:9; return of a remnant from captivity, Ezra 7:9; personal deliverance, Psalm 34:8; salvation, Phil. 1:6). God’s goodness is extended to God’s name (Psalm 52:9), God’s promises (Joshua 21:45), God’s commands (Psalm 119:39; Romans 7:12), God’s gifts (James 1:17), and God’s providential shaping of events (Genesis 50:20; Romans 8:28). Though God alone is truly good (Psalm 14:1; Psalm 14:3; Mark 10:18), Scripture repeatedly speaks of good persons who seek to live their lives in accordance with God’s will. Christians have been saved in order to do good (Ephes. 2:10; Col. 1:10) with the Holy Spirit’s help. 

Oswald Chambers

The devotion of the saint is to “fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of Hid body,” nothing remains behind to be filled up for redemption’s sake. How did Jesus Christ suffer? Because people misunderstood Him? Because He was persecuted? Because He could not get on with me? No, He suffered for one thing only; that men might be saved; He let Almighty God do His whole will in and through Him without asking His permission. He suffered “according to the will of God.”

How can we fill up the sufferings that remain behind? First John 5:16 is an indication of one way, that of intercession. Remember, no one has time to pray, he has to take time from other things that are valuable to understand how necessary time for prayer is. the things that act like thorns and stings in our personal lives will go away when we pray; we won’t feel the smart anymore, because we have got God’s point of view about them. Prayer means that we get into union with God’s view of other people. Our devotion as saints is to identify ourselves with God’s interests in other lives. God pays no attention to our personal affinities; He expects us to identify ourselves with His interests in others.

Our Daily Bread

My bill came to $4.40. The dollar bills and change in my pocket left me 40 cents short. A man standing nearby quickly handed me 40 cents. “Here,” he said, “and God bless!” His generosity took me by surprise. Before leaving, I thanked him again. “That’s the way the world works,” he replied.

That man’s kindness reminded me of the common grace God extends to a fallen world. Our world works because of God’s unconditional generosity. Let me explain.

Jesus said that our heavenly Father gives warmth, light, and all the life-giving benefits of the sun to this world’s inhabitants, good and bad alike. Imagine what would happen to our world if we went one day without the sun. Even more generous, however, is God’s immeasurable love in making forgiveness and eternal life available through Jesus’ death on the cross to atone for our sins.

What ingratitude I would have shown to the man who gave me 40 cents if I had ignored him, or rejected his offer! Yet that’s how we often treat God. And His response? He keeps giving while holding open the offer of forgiveness. Let’s thank God daily for His generosity, and help others know that God’s grace is what makes the world work.

Fools twist God’s grace
to live as they please;

The wise trust God’s grace
and lie as He pleases.

5:46
"For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax-gatherers do the same?  

If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  

For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same?  
C. H. Spurgeon

Stretch towards the highest conceivable standard, and be not satisfied till

you reach it.

PUBLICAN  A political office created by the Romans to help collect taxes in the provinces. Actually, the title “tax collector” is more correct than the older term “publican” in referring to the lowest rank in the structure. Zacchaeus is called a “chief among the publicans” (Luke 19:2), probably indicating one who contracted with the government to collect taxes, and who in turn hired others to do the actual work. In New Testament times people bid for the job of chief tax collector and then exacted the tax plus a profit from the citizens. Most of the offices were filled by Romans, although some natives got the bids. Publicans were held in the lowest esteem because of their excessive profits, being placed in the same category as harlots (Matthew 21:32). Jesus was accused of eating with and befriending them (Matthew 9:11). 

C. H. Spurgeon

Rise out of ordinary manhood. Get beyond what others might expect of you. Have a high standard. “Be ye, therefore, perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”

Any common sort of man will love those who love him; even tax gatherers and the scum of the earth can rise to this poor, starveling virtue. Saints cannot be content with such a groveling style of things. “Love for love is manlike,” but “love for hate” is Christlike. 
Shall we not desire to act up to our high calling?

5:47
"And if you greet your brothers only, what do you do more than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  

And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?  

And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so?  

C. H. Spurgeon

On a journey, or in the streets, or in the house, we are not to confine our friendly greetings to those who are near and dear to us. Courtesy should be wide, and none the less sincere because general. We should speak kindly to all, and treat every man as a brother. Anyone will shake hands with an old

friend, but we are to be cordially courteous towards every being in the form of man. If not, we shall reach no higher level than mere outcasts. 

Even a dog will salute a dog.

GENTILES  (Gen’ tighles) People who are not part of God’s chosen family at birth and thus can be considered “pagans.” Though not synonymous in English “Gentiles,” “nations,” “pagans,” “heathens” are variants chosen by translators to render goyim in Hebrew and ethnoi in Greek. “Gentile” and “nation” suggest race or territory, while “pagans” and “heathen” suggest religion. “Heathen” is used in the KJV for the idolatrous people of Israel (Jeremiah 49:15; Psalm 135:15), but is in the NIV only at 1 Thes. 4:5. “Pagan” is not in the KJV but is in the RSV at 1 Cor. 5:1; 1 Cor. 10:20 for ethnoi, and is used numerous times in the NIV for both goy and ethnos. An invariable distinction between `am (“people”) and goy (“nation”) is impossible. Both apply to Israel in the same context (Exodus 33:13; Deut. 4:6). 

5:48
"Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  

Fulfilling the Law

Jesus faced much opposition during His ministry when He didn’t agree with contemporary Jewish theology (Matt. 15:1–3). Because it was hypocritical, He denied the Pharisees’ so–called devotion.

Many in His day were saying, “Is Jesus saying new truth? Is He really speaking for God? He doesn’t say what the Pharisees say. He, in fact, says the opposite of what we’re taught.”

Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). Jesus did not condemn Old Testament law, but He did condemn the tradition that had been built up around it. The religious leaders had so perverted God’s law that Jesus declared, “I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (v. 20).

Whose righteousness are you depending on? Your own or Christ’s?

Fulfilling the Law

Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.

Matthew 5:48

Jesus faced much opposition during His ministry when He didn’t agree with contemporary Jewish theology (Matt. 15:1–3). Because it was hypocritical, He denied the Pharisees’ so–called devotion.

Many in His day were saying, “Is Jesus saying new truth? Is He really speaking for God? He doesn’t say what the Pharisees say. He, in fact, says the opposite of what we’re taught.”

Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). Jesus did not condemn Old Testament law, but He did condemn the tradition that had been built up around it. The religious leaders had so perverted God’s law that Jesus declared, “I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (v. 20).

Whose righteousness are you depending on? Your own or Christ’s?

C. H. Spurgeon

Or, “Ye shall be perfect.” We should reach after completeness in love, fullness of love to all around us. Love is the bond of perfectness; and if we have perfect love, it will form in us a perfect character. Here is that which we aim at,-perfection like that of God; here is the manner of obtaining it, namely, by abounding in love; and this suggests the question of how far we have proceeded in this heavenly direction, and also the reason why we should persevere in it even to the end, because as children we ought to resemble our Father. Scriptural perfection is attainable, it dies rather in proportion than in degree. A man’s character may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing; and yet such a man will be the very first to admit that the grace which is in him is at best in its infancy, and though perfect as a child in all its parts, it has not yet attained to the perfection of full-grown manhood.

What a mark is set before us by our Perfect King, who, speaking from his mountain-throne, saith, “Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect”! Lord, give what thou dost command; then both the

grace and the glory will be thine alone.

Fulfilling the Law

Jesus faced much opposition during His ministry when He didn’t agree with contemporary Jewish theology. Because it was hypocritical, He denied the Pharisee’ so-called devotion. Many in His day were saying, “Is Jesus saying new truth? Is He really speaking for God? He doesn’t say what the Pharisees say. He, in fact, says the opposite of what we’re taught.”

Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.” Jesus did not condemn Old Testament law, but He did condemn the tradition that had been built up around it. The religious leaders had so perverted God’s law that Jesus declared, “I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Whose righteousness are you depending on? Your own or Christ’s?
John MacArthur Jr.

Jesus faced much opposition during His ministry when He didn’t agree with contemporary Jewish theology (Matt. 15:1–3). Because it was hypocritical, He denied the Pharisees’ so–called devotion.

Many in His day were saying, “Is Jesus saying new truth? Is He really speaking for God? He doesn’t say what the Pharisees say. He, in fact, says the opposite of what we’re taught.”

Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill” (Matt. 5:17). Jesus did not condemn Old Testament law, but He did condemn the tradition that had been built up around it. The religious leaders had so perverted God’s law that Jesus declared, “I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (v. 20).

Whose righteousness are you depending on? Your own or Christ’s?

How can we be perfect? 

In character. In this life we cannot be flawless, but we can aspire to be as much like Christ as possible. 

In holiness. Like the Pharisees, we are to separate ourselves from the world’s sinful values. 
But unlike the Pharisees, we are to be devoted to God’s desires rather than our own, and carry his love and mercy into the world. 

In maturity. We can’t achieve Christlike character and holy living all at once, but we must grow toward maturity and wholeness. Just as we expect different behavior from a baby, a child, a 
teenager, and an adult, so God expects different behavior from us, depending on our stage of spiritual development. 

In love. We can seek to love others as completely as God loves us.

We can be perfect if our behavior is appropriate for our maturity level—perfect, yet with much room to grow. Our tendency to sin must never deter us from striving to be more like Christ. Christ calls all of his disciples to excel, to rise above mediocrity, and to mature in every area, becoming like him. Those who strive to become perfect will one day be perfect, even as Christ is perfect (1 John 3:2-3).

Oswald Chambers

Our Lord's exhortation to us in verses 38­48 is to be generous in our behavior toward everyone. Beware of living according to your natural affections in your spiritual life. Everyone has natural affections -- some people we like and others we don't like. Yet we must never let those likes and dislikes rule our Christian life. "If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another" (1 John 1:7), even those toward whom we have no affection.

The example our Lord gave us here is not that of a good person, or even of a good Christian, but of God Himself. ". . . be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect." In other words, simply show to the other person what God has shown to you. And God will give you plenty of real life opportunities to prove whether or not you are "perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect." Being a disciple means deliberately identifying yourself with God's interests in other people. Jesus says, "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:34­35).

The true expression of Christian character is not in good-doing, but in God-likeness. If the Spirit of God has transformed you within, you will exhibit divine characteristics in your life, not just good human characteristics. God's life in us expresses itself as God's life, not as human life trying to be godly. The secret of a Christian's life is that the supernatural becomes natural in him as a result of the grace of God, and the experience of this becomes evident in the practical, everyday details of life, not in times of intimate fellowship with God. And when we come in contact with things that create confusion and a flurry of activity, we find to our own amazement that we have the power to stay wonderfully poised even in the center of it all

Devotional 

To be "perfect" here is to be perfect in our relationships with others. By using "therefore" at the beginning of the verse, the Lord links perfection with loving our enemies (vv. 43-47). This same passage in Luke's Gospel says, "But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Highest. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful and compassionate, just as your Father also is merciful and compassionate" (Luke 6:35-36). Matthew says, "You shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect." But Luke defines the meaning of perfection by saying, "Be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful." So Luke explains Matthew by defining what perfection is, and Matthew defines perfection in the context of love.

Together, these two passages show us that perfection is bringing the love of God into our relationships. What do we bring into our relationships? Do we bring an ideal thought? Or do we bring the love of God? What do we bring into our relationships with one another in the church? What do we bring into our relationship in our marriage? What do we bring? What attitude do we come with? What is our standard? Is it an ideal concept that we all must conform to or measure up to? What we bring into our relationships determines the reality we have between us. The divine standard of perfection is to bring the love of God into our relationships. What we bring is God's kind of love

All phases of perfection are grounded in faith in Christ and what he has done, not what we can do for him. We cannot perfect ourselves; only God can work in and through us to “carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil 1:6).

01. What is the original intent of the Mosaic law in verse 38 )Ex. 21:22-24; Lev. 24:13-23: Deut. 19:15-21)? In verse 43 (Lev. 19:17-18, 33-34)?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02. How should you treat a brother or an enemy who has personally wronged you?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

03. How would you apply Jesus’ principles here to burglary? Legal suit? Kidnapping? Combat? Assault? Rape? Murder? Why?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04. How do you think God regards such evil (v. 45)?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05. To what extent does your attitude show you are a son of your Father?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06. In what practical ways do you love your friends?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07. What exceptions do you make?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08. How can you be perfect (Lev. 19:2)?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Sermon Note:


Broken Spirit


(shattered and fomented)

Meek



(humble and gentle)

Humble



(lowly and modest)

Merciful



(tolerant and humanitarian)

Pure



(absolute and perfect)

Wise



(judgment and keen perception)

Patient



(long-suffering and resigned)

Loving



(feeling and expressing affection)

Joyful



(festive celebration)

Gracious


(kindness and warmth)
Sermon Note:


Salt to Preserve



(good repair, efficiency and use)

Light to Shine



(the result of polishing friction)

Teacher of Truth


(freedom from deceit or falseness)

Keeper of Truth



(legally responsible: guardian)
Sermon Note:


No Hypocrisy
two-faced


No Selfishness
egoism


No Grudges
envy

Sermon Note:


A peacemaker



(not quarrelsome or unruly)

Free from lusts



(obsessive desire for pleasure)

A family man



(good steward)
Sermon Note:


Truthful



(realistic and authentic)

Charitable


(tolerant and humanitarian)

Neighborly


(benefiting a friend)

Christlike


(mind, heart and soul: Your Walk!)
Kneeling keeps you in good standing with God.

Teleios

Complete in conformity to God's laws

What a Christian must be:

· Broken in spirit, burdened for others, meek, humble, hungry for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, wise, patient, loving, joyful and gracious.

· Salt to preserve and a light to shine.

· A teacher and keeper of the truth.

· Free from hypocrisy, selfishness, and grudges.

· A peacemaker.

· Free from lusts.

· A family man.

· Truthful.

· Non-resistant to mistreatment.

· Charitable, neighborly, and God-like in society.

Open It

01.
What TV character is most despicable to you? Why?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
What underlying emotions and attitudes create cliques or cause divisions between groups of people?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

03.
What character quality more than any other says to the world, “This person is a Christian”?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

04.
What ancient rule of life did Jesus challenge here? (5:43)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
How did Jesus say we ought to treat our enemies? (5:44)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
What did Jesus say we ought to do for those who persecute us? (5:44)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
Why did Jesus suggest modifying this universally accepted law? (5:45)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
How does God treat evil and good people in the same way? (5:45)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
How does God treat righteous and unrighteous people equally? (5:45)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
What type of people did Jesus cite as loving those who love them? (5:46)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
What does God think of us when we love those who love us? (5:46)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
Why is friendliness to friends and relatives not considered exceptional behavior? (5:47)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13.
What kinds of people are mentioned as greeting only their brothers? (5:47)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
What exceptional standard did Christ give us? (5:48)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
Who has set an example for us? How? (5:48)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
Get It

16.
If our holy God is able to exhibit grace and mercy to everyone, why is it difficult for us to be like Him?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
What does it mean for us to be perfect?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
How is it possible for us to love our enemies?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
What would have to happen in your heart in order for you to be able to pray for an enemy?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What might praying for your enemy change?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
In what ways does a loving spirit demonstrate that we are God’s people?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

22.
What are some specific ways you can show love today to someone whom you dislike?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.       For which of your “enemies” will you pray every day this week?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________







