I THESSALONIANS

Chapter 4


4:1
Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 

Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that, as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you may excel still more. 

Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more. 

4:1-8 Sexual standards were very low in the Roman empire, and in many societies today they are not any higher. The temptation to engage in sexual intercourse outside the marriage relationship has always been powerful. Giving in to that temptation can have disastrous results. Sexual sins always hurt someone: individuals, families, businesses, churches. Besides the physical consequences, there are also spiritual consequences. For more on why sexual sin is so harmful, see the note on § 1 Cor. 6:18.

4:1-8 Sexual desires and activities must be placed under Christ’s control. God created sex for procreation and pleasure, and as an expression of love between a husband and wife. Sexual experience must be limited to the marriage relationship to avoid hurting ourselves, our relationship to God, and our relationships with others.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Trust is a priceless quality in a marriage. One man, married for some time, tells how his wife’s trust made all the difference for him during a hard time. “When I felt extremely defeated over a bad business decision, my wife gave me the gift of trust. 'Do what you think is best,’ she said. She could have destroyed me with a negative comment, but she chose to believe in me. That’s because we had a foundation of trust.” 

It almost goes without saying that couples must be able to trust each other for a marriage to thrive. That trust has to extend to every area of the marriage, from finances to sex. Sexual purity is a part of marriage that God designed to be non-negotiable. A one-flesh relationship between a husband and wife is so intimate, and so exclusive, that there can never be room for anyone else. 

We often think of sexual purity as an issue for single people as they face many temptations in our society. Singles do need to avoid sexual immorality, a term that covers all kinds of sexual sins. 

But the Bible says sexual faithfulness is God’s will for all of His people. It’s part of our sanctification, the process of Christian growth by which we become more like Jesus Christ through the ministry of the Holy Spirit within us. Whether single or married, learning how to control our bodies is a vital part of what it means “to live in order to please God” (v. 1). 

Married people do have a legitimate outlet for their sexual desires, but as human beings they face the same temptations as others. Paul gives us the key to maintaining faithfulness when he contrasts godly self-control with the “passionate lust” (v. 5) that drives many people into sin. 

Don't Forget Monday

We urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, . . . to please God. --1 Thessalonians 4:1

God is quite popular on Sunday. Millions of people around the world stop what they're doing to visit a building where the sole purpose is to meet with others to worship, sing, and learn about God. But then Monday rolls around. What place does God have in their lives then? When the emphasis is on a thousand other things, they can easily go all week without considering Him.

Even among many believers who go to church on Sunday, God's name isn't spoken in reverence. Often His plans are not considered, and His guidelines for living aren't given a thought.

Where did we get the idea that God wants our attention only on Sunday? Certainly not from the apostle Paul, who said we are to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:17)—a sure sign that God is listening on Monday through Saturday too. Paul also wrote, "Rejoice always" (v.16), which indicates that we shouldn't stop singing just because the organ stops playing. And what about the command, "In everything give thanks"? (v.18). That would surely suggest that the rest of the week is just as full of opportunities to say, "Thank You, God."

Sunday is a special day to give direct attention to God. But it doesn't stop there. Don't forget Monday!  
Worship God on Sunday, 
then walk with Him on Monday.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Reality TV has come of age. Because of the overwhelming success of the program Survivor, the networks have worked furiously to develop other programs that seem to push the limits of dignity and modesty. One such program, Temptation Island, has contestants who have been in serious dating relationships to spend time with other young men and women in some very compromising situations. The viewing public has been invited to watch to see how each person’s relationship can be compromised, especially sexually. Such tactics fly in the face of what the Bible teaches about self-control and sexual purity. 

When the apostle Paul wrote to the Thessalonian Christians, he was not writing to counter reality TV! But the temptations these believers faced were every bit as intense. The culture of the first century was often hostile to Christian values and virtues. That is why the apostle had to make a case for practicing sexual self-control. 

Paul’s appeal to practice the virtue of self-control was based on four arguments. First, sexual purity is God’s will for each and every Christian (v. 3). Second, failure to maintain sexual purity can lead to judgment from God Himself (v. 6). Third, self-control in sexual matters is God’s calling for every Christian, especially when it came to living a holy life before a watching world (v. 7, 12). And finally, sexual self-control is important because anything less works against God’s Holy Spirit who indwells every believer (v. 8).

4:2
For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus. 

Luther's Success Relies On Word

When the noted Dr. Pollich, of Mellerstadt, heard Martin Luther lecture at the University of Wittenberg, he said, "That monk will confound all the learned doctors, propound a new doctrine, and reform the whole Roman church, for he studies the writings of the prophets and evangelists. He relies on the Word of Jesus Christ, and no one can subvert that, either with philosophy or with sophistry."

4:3
It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual 
immorality; 

For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication: 

4:3 Being sanctified or made holy is the process of living the Christian life. The Holy Spirit works in us, conforming us into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).

Oswald Chambers

Sanctification is not a question of whether God is willing to sanctify me -- is it my will? Am I willing to let God do in me everything that has been made possible through the atonement of the Cross of Christ? Am I willing to let Jesus become sanctification to me, and to let His life be exhibited in my human flesh? (see ). Beware of saying, "Oh, I am longing to be sanctified." No, you are not. Recognize your need, but stop longing and make it a matter of action. Receive Jesus Christ to become sanctification for you by absolute, unquestioning faith, and the great miracle of the atonement of Jesus will become real in you.

All that Jesus made possible becomes mine through the free and loving gift of God on the basis of what Christ accomplished on the cross. And my attitude as a saved and sanctified soul is that of profound, humble holiness (there is no such thing as proud holiness). It is a holiness based on agonizing repentance, a sense of inexpressible shame and degradation, and also on the amazing realization that the love of God demonstrated itself to me while I cared nothing about Him (see ). He completed everything for my salvation and sanctification. No wonder Paul said that nothing "shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 8:39).

Sanctification makes me one with Jesus Christ, and in Him one with God, and it is accomplished only through the magnificent atonement of Christ. Never confuse the effect with the cause. The effect in me is obedience, service, and prayer, and is the outcome of inexpressible thanks and adoration for the miraculous sanctification that has been brought about in me because of the atonement through the Cross of Christ.

God’s Will:

· Sanctified
in Christ’s work

· Chosen

in His grace

· Separated
from the world

· Holy

in life

· Suffer

in silence

· Thankful
in everything

· Recognize
in all things

God Knows Best

You sometimes hear it said of certain noted men that if they had only died at this or that point in their great career it would have been far better for their fame. If Arnold had died at Quebec, or Saratoga; if David had died when the Temple was finished. So we are tempted to say in the case of Gideon. If Gideon had only died on the field of that grand victory over Midian, then his name would have come down to us without a stain.

But God knows best. You can never tell by the brightness of the dawn or the noontide how the evening of the day will be. The brightest sun may go down in a dark and clouded sky.

4:4
that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 

that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 

That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; 

Oswald Chambers

The Death Side. In sanctification God has to deal with us on the death side as well as on the life side. Sanctification requires our coming to the place of death, but many of us spend so much time there that we become morbid. There is always a tremendous battle before sanctification is realized -- something within us pushing with resentment against the demands of Christ. When the Holy Spirit begins to show us what sanctification means, the struggle starts immediately. Jesus said, "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate . . . his own life . . . he cannot be My disciple" (Luke 14:26).

In the process of sanctification, the Spirit of God will strip me down until there is nothing left but myself, and that is the place of death. Am I willing to be myself and nothing more? Am I willing to have no friends, no father, no brother, and no self-interest -- simply to be ready for death? That is the condition required for sanctification. No wonder Jesus said, "I did not come to bring peace but a sword" (Matthew 10:34). This is where the battle comes, and where so many of us falter. We refuse to be identified with the death of Jesus Christ on this point. We say, "But this is so strict. Surely He does not require that of me." Our Lord is strict, and He does require that of us.

Am I willing to reduce myself down to simply "me"? Am I determined enough to strip myself of all that my friends think of me, and all that I think of myself? Am I willing and determined to hand over my simple naked self to God? Once I am, He will immediately sanctify me completely, and my life will be free from being determined and persistent toward anything except God (see ).

When I pray, "Lord, show me what sanctification means for me," He will show me. It means being made one with Jesus. Sanctification is not something Jesus puts in me -- it is Himself in me.

Resurrection Proof:

· God

(display of God’s power)

· Christ

(declaration of His Deity)

· Spirit

(declaration of His life)

· Believer

Demonstration of God’s grace)

· Hell

(defeat of Satan’s realm)

· Death

(destroyer of sin’s sting)

· Glory

(day-star of hope’s assurance)

Genetic Engineering

The creation of new forms of life is allegedly becoming possible through "genetic engineering." The process takes the gene for a specific characteristic out of one organism and transplants it into another for a desired change. It would revolutionize food production, diagnose and cure diseases, and alter forms of life such as giving a cat a bark and dogs hooves instead of paws.

The recombinant-DNA technique allows scientists to identify a characteristic from the DNA a molecule of one species and to transplant it into another. This literally permits them to "recombine" genetic characteristics into hybrid forms of life unique in nature.

Over 80 university laboratories in the U.S. are working in this new dimension in science, together with at least nine private companies.

4:5
not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God; 

not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God; 

Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God: 

No Biblical God—Must Find Another

Some of the best and brightest of the young, emerging from the moral wilderness of our secularized schools, are inventing new religions.

The newest is the New Age philosophy, the so-called yuppies' religion. Common to many of its adherents is a belief in reincarnation, in astrology, in the miraculous powers of quartz crystals, and in trance channelers, individuals with the psychic power to summon up voices from centuries ago.

Thus, when belief in the Biblical God has been extirpated, the beneficiaries of that secular indoctrination soon set out to find another God. And if the search fails, they invent one.

This is the history of the human race.
4:6
and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. 

and that no man transgress and defraud his brother in the matter because the Lord is the avenger in all these things, just as we also told you before and solemnly warned you. 

That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified. 

Warning Label On Bible Urged

A national group of agnostics and atheists wants a disclaimer on Bibles placed in state-owned Indiana tourist rooms. The wording is suggested: "Warning! Literal Belief in This book May Endanger Your Health and Life!"

The Freedom From Religion Foundation Inc., based in Madison, Wis., asked Indiana officials to affix this message on Bibles that the Gideon Society is allowed to place in state park inns.

4:7
For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. 

For God has not called us for the purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 

For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness. 

Epigram On Holiness

· The greatest security against sin is to be shocked at its presence.

· You can find the world's shortest sermon on a thousand traffic signs: "Keep Right."
· Wurmbrand, tortured in prison by brutal guards, said that he learned from the guards. How? "As they allowed no place for Jesus in their hearts. I decided I would leave not the smallest place for Satan in mine."
A Wise Mother And Christ's Picture

A mother visited her boy at college. Upon entering his room, her eye swept across the walls, which were covered with more than a dozen suggestive pictures. Her heart was grieved, but she said nothing.

Several days later, the mailman delivered a package to the young man. It was a gift from his mother—a beautifully framed picture of the head of Christ.

Proudly the boy hung the picture on the wall above his desk. That night, before he went to bed, he removed the pin-up picture which hung closest to the face of Christ. The next day another picture was consigned to the wastebasket. Day after day the pictures began to disappear from the walls until only one remained—the picture of the Saviour.

4:8
Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit. 

Consequently, he who rejects this is not rejecting man but the God who gives His Holy Spirit to you. 

He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given unto us his holy 

Pronouncing "Paracletus"

Agnus Benigus Sanrey, French theologian, wrote a ponderous volume entitled Paracletus seu de recta pronunciationa tractatus in the 17th century—for the sole purpose of establishing the correct pronunciation of one word "Paracletus" translated as the "Comforter" in the Bible.

Holy Spirit names:

· Spirit of God


· Spirit of Wisdom
· Spirit of the Lord

· Good Spirit


· Spirit of Elijah

· Free Spirit


· Spirit of Judgment

· Spirit of Burning

· Spirit of Understanding

· Spirit of Holy Gods

· Excellent Spirit

· Spirit of Grace


· Holy Spirit


· Spirit of the Father

· Comforter


· Spirit of Truth


· Spirit of Holiness

· Spirit of Life


· Spirit of Adoption

· Spirit of the Living God

· Spirit of His Son


· Spirit of Jesus Christ

Moody's Experience

One day in New York—what a day! I cant describe it! I seldom refer to it! It is almost too sacred to name! I can only say God revealed Himself to me! I had such an experience of love that I had to ask Him to stay His hand! I went to preaching again. The sermons were no different. I did not present any new truth. Yet hundreds were converted. I would not be back where I was before that blessed experience.

Example:


Speech

communicate

Conduct
interact, way

Love

courtesy

Faith

observance

Purity

transparency
Holy Spirit And Bed Quilt

A little lad, whose mother was prevented from going with him to church because of illness, asked her little son about the sermon which he had heard.

"What did the preacher preach about?" she asked him, and he gave the surprising answer: "The preacher said God was going to send us an extra 'bed quilt.' "

Surprised, the poor mother asked if he remembered the text and he replied. "The preacher said 'He shall give you another comforter.' " (John 14:16)

We smile at the simplicity of the lad but there is an analogy between the work of the Holy Spirit and a bed quilt. He bestows warmth and rest. He can keep us warm in our service and protect us from becoming cold and indifferent. The Comforter promotes a refreshing sleep, and renews our sense of security and safety. As we are led by the Holy Spirit to do the will of God, we alone can know the peace of God.
4:9
Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 

Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another; . [18] Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. 

TODAY IN THE WORD
Over the course of the past ten years, heated discussions have developed over how government tax money should be used for public welfare. Some states have tried to implement “welfare to work” programs. Other government agencies have provided regular payments to people who have very limited resources. There is often tension over doing what is loving and doing what is responsible. 

Today’s Scripture reading can give us some added insight into how we might resolve this dilemma, especially when it comes to implementing brotherly kindness towards other believers. Paul provides us with two principles that we can employ when we need wisdom in this regard. These principles might be identified as “duty” and “discernment.” 

The Thessalonians were living out their Christian faith well. They had become a model of faithfulness and spiritual fervor (1:4-10). It also appears that they were doing quite well in the exercise of brotherly love. 

But how would they know if they were using their resources wisely? That is where the concept of duty comes into play. The Thessalonians had been taught to love each other as brothers, understanding from their relationship with Christ that caring for other believers was to be a priority. Their sense of obligation to practice brotherly love led them to minister to other Christians throughout Macedonia (vv. 9-10). 

But how would they know whether someone was “ripping them off”? Here is where the principle of “discernment” comes into the picture. Paul was aware of a problem in the Thessalonian church where some Christians, even though they were physically fit, were not working. The Apostle tells the church to encourage such people to work so as to gain the respect of people outside the church (vv. 11-12). That is, they were to use discernment to know whether a person was able to work. 

Looking For The Obvious

You yourselves are taught by God to love one another. --1 Thessalonians 4:9

A service station should provide what its name implies. Yet gas stations that offer free service seem to be a thing of the past.

In an article for the Detroit Free Press, Ellen Warren asked, "Can we get service at a service station?" She wasn't talking merely about nostalgia but about basic services such as free air, clean and accessible restrooms, and road maps (at least ones to look at).

Warren located one station that did live up to its name, however. A sign out in front read: "Last and only gas station that offers FREE air and water, cold drinking water, clean restrooms, towels and hand fresheners, fuel gloves, travel information. Always open."

Expecting love from Christians should be just as reasonable as expecting service from a service station. The Thessalonians had been "taught by God to love one another" (1 Thessalonians 4:9), so Paul said he didn't need to write them about brotherly love. And Jesus told His disciples that love would identify them as His followers (John 13:35).

A service station without service is a contradiction. So is a Christian without love! Having received God's love (Romans 5:5) and being assured of it daily, let's show His love to others.  

They do not truly love

who do not show their love.

Little Acts Of Love

You yourselves are taught by God to love one another. --1 Thessalonians 4:9

When I was a young boy, I knew that my father was extremely fond of black walnuts. We didn't often get them, so the day I found one on the ground I was delighted! My first thought was to have my mother crack it so I could eat it myself, but then my love for my father took over. I saved it for him.

When he came home that evening, I gave him the walnut and said, "Here, Papa, I've been saving it all day just for you!" I thought it strange that he didn't want to crack it and eat it right away. It was not until 30 years later, after he had died, that I found it again. It was in a special place in his desk. Mother told me he considered it such a sincere token of my deep affection for him that he kept it as a memento.

Little acts of love are often appreciated far more than we realize. So let's keep in mind God's command to "love one another" (1 Thessalonians 4:9). By the power of the Holy Spirit, let's exchange our self-centered attitudes for heartfelt words and deeds that show our love.

Don't delay in performing even the smallest act of love today. Believe me, it will be appreciated, and it will be richly rewarded by the Lord. Little acts of love can make a big difference.  
To make a big difference in life,

show a little love.

4:10
And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more. 

for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 

And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more; 

Gentle Persuasion

We urge you . . . that you may walk properly toward those who are outside. --1 Thessalonians 4:10-12

While teaching a college writing class, I used a textbook based on Aristotle's classic work Art of Rhetoric. He outlined three forms of persuasion that can apply to the way we witness to others about Christ.

1. Ethos (character). Henry Stanley said of Scottish missionary and explorer David Livingstone, "He never tried to convert me, but if I had been with him any longer I would have become a Christian." When people around us see the reality of Christ in our lives (1 Thessalonians 4:12), our words are taken more seriously.

2. Pathos (feeling). While touring Europe, a group of students from a Christian college witnessed to their bus driver. One girl tearfully pleaded, "If you don't accept Jesus, you'll go to hell. Please, please trust in Jesus." That reminds me of Paul's impassioned plea and its effect on King Agrippa (Acts 26:28).

3. Logos (reason). When we live a holy life, we will attract attention. This will lead to questions. It's then that we are to be ready to give reasons for what we believe, and we are to do so gently and humbly (1 Peter 3:15).

Is God leading you to witness to someone? Ask for His help. One, two, or all three of these classic methods may help open the door of that person's heart.  

When you know Christ,

you want others to know Him too.

4:11
Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, 

and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you; 

And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you; 

4:11-12 There is more to Christian living than simply loving other Christians. We must be responsible in all areas of life. Some of the Thessalonian Christians had adopted a life of idleness, depending on others for handouts. Some Greeks looked down on manual labor. So Paul told the Thessalonians to work hard and live a quiet life. You can’t be effective in sharing your faith with others if they don’t respect you. Whatever you do, do it faithfully and be a positive force in society.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Author and Christian financial advisor Larry Burkett writes, “Christian employees need two characteristics in their lives. The first is excellence. The apostle Paul said, 'Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men’ (Col. 3:23). The second is honoring those in authority over you. Proverbs 11:2 says, 'When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.’ If you are working for someone, regardless of what his or her personality type might be, God says you are to give that person honor. Pray for and do everything in your power to help that person daily.” 

Burkett’s comments remind us of another important purpose for the work we do every day. It’s one form of our witness to those outside the faith, giving us a ready-made platform to show the difference Christ has made in our lives. There are probably many readers of this devotional who can testify to the impact that faithful and honest work, performed with excellence, can have on unbelievers who watch them day by day. 

The importance and value of work was an issue Paul had to deal with in Thessalonica more than once (see the August 2-3 studies). Some of those believers were not quietly going about their own work or minding their own business (2 Thess. 3:11). Instead, they refused to work. 

The problem wasn’t just that these Christians were creating havoc in the church by their laziness. They were also giving God’s people a bad name with their pagan neighbors. 

Maybe you’ve heard your pastor or some other teacher say that as Christians, we should be the best employees on the job, giving our employers a full day of productive work. 

4:12
so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 

so that you may behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need. 

That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. 

Open It

01.
How much do you think people are influenced by what they watch on television?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
How is sex viewed by many of the people you know and work with?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

03.
What instruction had Paul given to the Thessalonians when he was with them? (4:1)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

04.
What did Paul urge his audience to do? (4:1)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
By what authority did Paul give his instructions? (4:2)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
What are God’s desires for our sexuality? (4:3-8)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
How is the Christian’s sexual conduct to be different from that of the non-Christian? (4:4-5)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
How did Paul characterize the heathen? (4:5)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
When people ignore or reject God’s instructions on sexual behavior, what are they rejecting? (4:8)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
What command of God were the Thessalonians known for obeying? (4:9-10)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
What ambition were the Thessalonians to pursue? (4:11-12)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What is the result of living a quiet, respected, and responsible life? (4:11-12)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

13.
How often do we need to be reminded about God’s instructions for our lives?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
In what way can ambition for fame, success, or wealth hurt a believer?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
How does God want us to use our bodies?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
How would you respond to someone who says it is possible to be a good Christian while also being sexually immoral?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

17.
How do the media influence our attitudes about sex?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
How can we wrong a person through our sexual behavior?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
What is a holy life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
What would motivate you to live a life that is pure and holy?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
What influence on people and society can a hardworking, quiet person have?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

22.
In the future, how could you help a Christian caught in sexual sin?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
What can you do to maintain your purity?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24.
When can you spend some time examining your ambitions in light of God’s priorities for you?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

4:13
Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 

4:13ff The Thessalonians were wondering why many of their fellow believers had fallen asleep (died) and what would happen to them when Christ returned. Paul wanted the Thessalonians to understand that death is not the end of the story. When Christ returns, all believers—dead and alive—will be reunited, never to suffer or die again.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Theologian and educator E. Y. Mullins said concerning Christ's return, ""Among the early Christians the expectation of Christ's near return was a moral and spiritual incentive of the highest value. The age was one of great trial and suffering. The thought of Christ's return in power was a source of great consolation, and inspired zeal and devotion."" 

On Monday we talked about the skeptics who ridicule the teaching of Christ's return and see no evidence that He has remembered the people on this planet. 

But for believers, the truth of Christ's return is a source of wonderful hope. People can endure a lot of suffering and setbacks when they know there is a purpose for it. Christ's promise to come back for us gives us an ultimate sense of purpose and hope for the future that nothing should be able to shake. 

The church at Thessalonica needed hope. This was very early in the church's history. These Christians didn't know what we know, so they began to despair over the fate of fellow believers who had died. Paul was eager to peel back a corner of heaven and show them the hope they had. 

This great passage is a source of our hope, too, because we understand that Christ appears here not for judgment, but to take His people back to heaven with Him prior to the great tribulation. This ""catching away"" is known as the rapture, and it is our hope. 

The promise to the church at Philadelphia, representative of the true church, adds further substance to this hope. The risen Christ assured His followers that because they had been faithful to Him, He would keep them ""from,"" or ""out of,"" the terrible ordeal of tribulation coming upon the whole earth (v. 10). 

When the pieces are put together, the picture reveals a future so wonderful that it overwhelms anything we may have to endure now. Paul said we ""will be with the Lord forever"" (1 Thes. 4:17). That's an encouragement no one can take from us. 

The hope and promise of our future with Christ should also motivate us to please Him and live for Him now, as Mullins said. Our hope is a purifying force as well as a comforting and reassuring reality.

C.H. Spurgeon

Tears are permitted to us, but they must glisten in the light of faith and hope. Jesus wept, but Jesus never repined. We, too, may weep, but not as those who are without hope, nor yet as though forgetful that there is greater cause for joy than for sorrow in the departure of our brethren.

A Well-Founded Hope

I do not want you to be ignorant, . . . lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. --1 Thessalonians 4:13

A man in the community where I live was featured in a newspaper article because he enjoys ridiculing the Christian faith. He boldly declares his conviction that life has no meaning and that we have no basis for hope of life beyond the grave. He defiantly rejects the evidence for the existence of God and the historical record of Christ's resurrection.

The day may come when he, like the atheistic philosopher Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980), will long for a glimmer of hope and not be able to find it. In 1980, the ailing Sartre wrote, "Despair returns to tempt me. . . . The world seems ugly, bad, and without hope. There, that's the cry of despair of an old man who will die in despair. But that's exactly what I resist. I know I shall die in hope. But that hope needs a foundation."

Within a month Sartre was dead. I wonder if he ever discovered that foundation. God's Word teaches that the only basis for hope is the empty grave and the resurrected Christ (1 Corinthians 15).

God has provided in Jesus Christ a rock-solid foundation for hope. Because He did rise from the grave, no one needs to die in despair (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14).

What about you? Is your hope founded on Christ?   
Christ, the Rock, is our sure hope.

Doctrine of Christ:

· His deity

· His humanity

· His ministry

· His sufferings

· His message

· His priesthood

· His return

A Ray Of Hope

I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. —1 Thessalonians 4:13 

It was to be an exciting summer for our family. We had many activities planned, including a trip to Florida to help our daughter Julie begin her teaching career.

Instead, the summer of 2002 began with tragedy. When our teenage daughter Melissa was killed in an automobile accident on the last day of school, our summer of hope turned into a nightmare.

Right away, I began to pray that the loss of our bright, athletic, friendly daughter could have a positive impact on teenagers—first among her friends and then in ever-widening ways.

Toward the end of the summer, we did take that Florida trip to get Julie started, heavy-hearted as we were. As she began teaching, Julie never forgot the desire to see Melissa's life change the lives of others. She told her classes about her sister and her faith.

One day, a student talked to Julie after class. "I'm scared," she said, "because I'm not a Christian like Melissa was." Julie then led her to faith in Jesus Christ. I imagined Melissa rejoicing in heaven.

The summer of 2002 didn't turn out as planned, but we were thankful to see some fruit of a life well-lived. Even in our sorrow, God gave us this ray of hope. 
Even in life's darkest hour,

Christians have the brightest hope
Descriptions Of Second Coming

Personally
1 Thes. 4:16. 

Literally and visibly
Acts 1:11; 1 John 3:2; Rev. 1:7. 

In Glory
Matthew 16:27; Matthew 24:30; Matthew 25:31. 

In Power
Matthew 24:30. 

With Angels
Matthew 25:31; Rev. 5:11. 

Come Quickly
Rev. 22:7, 12, 20; Matthew 28:7-8. 

Unexpectedly
Matthew 24:50; Luke 21:34-35. 

His Return:

· Promised
Christ

· Declared
Men

· Announced
Peter

· Described
Paul

· Urged

James

· Affirmed
John

· Quoted

Jude

A Fault In Olivet

There was an earthquake on July 11, 1927, which shook Palestine from the Sea of Galilee to the border of Egypt and, after the tremors, geologists discovered a fault in Olivet, running from east to west. Professor Bailey Willis, of Stanford University, said that the land could expect to suffer from seismological disturbances and that the area around Jerusalem was a region of potential danger, a fault line, along which slippage might occur, passing directly under the Mount of Olives. It is evident, therefore, that what Zechariah described is precisely what geologists would expect to occur.

Sermon Note


Salvation
liberation, aid

Righteousness
legal justice

Your calling
motivation

Resurrection
new life

Inheritance
succession

Eternal Life
timeless
Repeated Promises Of Coming

Both the Old and New Testaments are filled with promises of the Second Coming of Christ. There are 1,845 references to it in the Old Testament, and a total of seventeen Old Testament books give it prominence.

Of the 260 chapters in the entire New Testament, there are 318 references to the Second Coming, or one out of 30 verses. Twenty-three of the 27 New Testament books refer to this great event. The four missing books include three which are single-chapter letters written to individual persons on a particular subject, and the fourth is Galatians which does imply Christ's coming again.

For every prophecy on the First Coming of Christ, there are 8 on Christ's Second Coming.

Resurrection:

· Keystone of truth
· Warrant of faith
· Pith of the Gospel
· Ground of hope
· Harbinger of glory
· Evidence of the supernatural
· Incentive to holiness
· Basis of assurance
Christians' "Hasta Mañana"

One of the beautiful idioms of the Spanish language is hasta mañana ("good-bye"—but literally "until morning" or "until tomorrow").

For the believer in Christ, many things can—and some things must—wait "until tomorrow." When we see our Lord, we will have that complete and permanent victory for which we long.

Comforts:

· God



· Lord Jesus


· Holy Spirit


· Scriptures


· Brethren


· Ministry

· Second Coming
C. H. Spurgeon

You cannot help sorrowing, for you miss your dear ones so much; but you do not sorrow like the heathen who believe their departed friends to be extinct and annihilated. You have a glorious hope concerning those who have fallen asleep in Christ, you believe that they still live, and that, by-and by, their bodies will rise again.

TODAY IN THE WORD
Gospel musician Thomas Dorsey was at a revival meeting in St. Louis in 1932 when he received a telegram informing him that both his wife and newborn son had died. Several weeks later, the grief-stricken Dorsey sat down at a piano and wrote the gospel song, “Precious Lord, Take My Hand,” to express the prayer and hope of his heart. 

The last words of this popular song pray that the Lord will “lead me home.” In his sorrow, Thomas Dorsey captured the truth Paul stated in 1 Thessalonians. Christians do grieve, but not “like the rest of men, who have no hope” (v. 13). That’s because those who die as believers are not gone forever; they will be resurrected at the Lord’s return. 

This may be familiar teaching to us, but the Thessalonian believers did not yet have this assurance. Their ignorance on the subject of the future life was due to their newness as Christians and the newness of the church itself. 

The first letter to the Thessalonians was written at a very early stage in the church’s history, before the full body of Christian teaching had been completed. Paul probably had not yet addressed this particular issue with his converts at Thessalonica. But in the meantime, friends and family members had died and the survivors in the Thessalonian church were deeply disturbed over what they feared was a permanent loss. 

Paul took care of that fear by clearly stating the hope we have in Christ. The antidote to a hopeless grief is the comfort of the resurrection and the hope of heaven. The “sleep” of death suggests the temporary nature of physical death for Christians. The apostle taught the Thessalonians that “the dead in Christ will rise,” a doctrine we call the rapture of the church (v. 16).

4:14
We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 

Atonement Foreshadowed In Joseph Story

The first intimation in the book of Genesis of the great doctrine of atonement was revealed in Judah's offer to become a substitute for his younger brother Benjamin in Genesis 44. Judah had no way of knowing that Benjamin was not guilty of theft, but because of his great love for his brother, he stands ready to suffer in his stead, the just for the unjust.

Here is the "red thread" of redemption which runs through the pages of the Bible. It is a foregleam of our "elder brother" Jesus Christ who was willing to assume our guilt, bear our penalty, and suffer our punishment.

The Substitute:

· God-provided

· Sin-made

· Curse-bearing

· Life-sacrificing

· Grace-imparting

· Holy-inspiring

5 Stages In Facing Death

Several years ago a profound and dramatic research project began in Chicago's Billings Hospital. It was a seminar on death, in which psychiatists, chaplains, nurses, and medical doctors studied the ultimate human crisis of facing death.

Basic findings is that the very ill proceed through five emotional stages on their way to death—

The first stage is denial. Here the patient is unwilling to accept his fate and the nature of his predicament.

When physical indications make denial no longer possible the patient moves into the second stage, that of anger. He becomes angry for no apparent reason with his doctor, his friends, his family, and the nurses.

Following this comes the stage of bargaining. Dr. Ross explained here the patient bargains to stave off the inevitable by promising to "live for God," go to church, give his body to medical science, or some other futile means. Yet, the bargaining is little more than a temporary respite in the progress toward dying.

The fourth and most difficult stage is that of increasing depression. The patient finally realizes what is happening to him and enters a time when he is actually grieving for his own demise. It is a trying time for both patient and loved ones.

However, Dr. Ross says, this is followed by the fifth and final stage, and that is acceptance. Then, even though the smallest glimmer of hope will remain, he is ready to die.

An interesting note of this study was that if the patient is interrupted in any phase of this circle of suffering, he merely prolongs his agony. Therefore, Dr. Ross suggests ministers and doctors should understand these basic cycles; and rather than merely trying to cheer up the terminally ill, minister to their particular needs at that particular time.

Christ’s Death:

· Basis of faith

· Spring of love

· Window of hope

· Joy of reconciliation

· Motive of affection

· Soul of praise

· Theme of Gospel

Covering Alexander the Great's Scar

As world conqueror, Alexander the Great wanted his portrait painted. The finest artist was called to produce the painting. When the general requested the portrait be a full-face pose, the artist was filled with consternation, for one side of Alexander's face was hideously disfigured by a long battle scar.

Studying his subject for some time, the artist seated Alexander at a table. Placing the general's elbow up it, he asked him to cup his chin in his hand. Then the artist proceeded to adjust Alexander's fingers so that they covered the unsightly scar. Christ showed His nail prints.

His Scars Proclaim:

· Satisfaction
· (for atonement of sins)
· Price
· (of emancipating redemption)
· Ground
· (of Divine forgiveness)
· Assurance
· (of eternal peace)
· Overthrow
· (of Hell’s authority)
· Harbinger
· (of coming glory)
Pope As Antichrist (Continued)

Never in the history of the Christian church, as during the period of the Reformation, were so many responsible scholars, preachers, linguists, theologians, expositors, and spiritual statesmen convinced that the Antichrist was alive and living in Rome.

Among those who believed the papal office and/or the pope himself was Antichrist were:

Martin Luther

Leader of the Protestant Reformation; 

Philip Melanchthon

German Reformer 

John Calvin

French Reformer in Geneva 

Huldreich Zwingli

Swiss Reformer 

Nicholas Ridley

English Reformer 

Hugh Latimer

English Protestant martyr 

William Tyndale

English Reformer and Bible translator 

Thomas Cranmer

Archbishop of Canterbury 

John Foxe

English martyrologist 

John Knox, Scottish Reformer 

 Power:
· Comfort

in sorrow

· Joy

in persecution

· Purifier

in life

· Outlook

in expectation

· Confidence
in confession

· Patience
in trial

· Strength
in endurance
Second Coming And Worldliness

Dwight L. Moody says: "The devil does not want us to see this truth concerning the return of the Lord, for nothing would wake up the Church so much. The moment a person takes hold of the truth that Jesus Christ is coming back again to receive His friends to Himself, this world loses its hold upon him.

"Gas stocks, stocks in bank and in railroads are of much less consequence. The heart is free to look for the blessed appearing of our Lord, who at his coming will take us into his blessed kingdom."

Power of His Coming:

· Comfort

in sorrow

· Joy

in persecution

· Purifier

in life

· Outlook

of expectation

· Confidence
in confession

· Patience
in trial

· Strength
in endurance

Repeated Promises Of Coming

Both the Old and New Testaments are filled with promises of the Second Coming of Christ. There are 1,845 references to it in the Old Testament, and a total of seventeen Old Testament books give it prominence.

Of the 260 chapters in the entire New Testament, there are 318 references to the Second Coming, or one out of 30 verses. Twenty-three of the 27 New Testament books refer to this great event. The four missing books include three which are single-chapter letters written to individual persons on a particular subject, and the fourth is Galatians which does imply Christ's coming again.

For every prophecy on the First Coming of Christ, there are 8 on Christ's Second Coming.

4:15
According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 

4:15 What does Paul mean when he says, “according to the Lord’s own word”? Either this was something that the Lord had revealed directly to Paul, or it was a teaching of Jesus that had been passed along orally by the apostles and other Christians.

4:15-18 Knowing exactly when the dead will be raised, in relation to the other events at the second coming, is not as important as knowing why Paul wrote these words—to challenge believers to comfort and encourage one another when loved ones die. This passage can be a great comfort when any believer dies. The same love that should unite believers in this life (1 Thes. 4:9) will unite believers when Christ returns and reigns for eternity.

4:15-18 Because Jesus Christ came back to life, so will all believers. All Christians, including those living when Christ returns, will live with Christ forever. Therefore, we need not despair when loved ones die or world events take a tragic turn. God will turn our tragedies to triumphs, our poverty to riches, our pain to glory, and our defeat to victory. All believers throughout history will stand reunited in God’s very presence, safe and secure. As Paul comforted the Thessalonians with the promise of the resurrection, so we should comfort and reassure each other with this great hope.

C. H. Spurgeon

We shall have no preference over the saints who are sleeping in Jesus, we shall not go before them, we shall be on a blessed equality with them.

THE EVENTS OF CHRIST’S RETURN

· Christ will return visibly, with a loud command.

· There will be an unmistakable cry from an angel.

· There will be a trumpet fanfare such as has never been heard.

· Believers in Christ who are dead will rise from their graves.

· Believers who are alive will be caught up in the clouds to meet Christ.

While Christians have often disagreed about what events will lead up to the return of Christ, there has been less disagreement about what will happen once Christ does return.

4:16
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

4:16 An archangel is a high or holy angel appointed to a special task. Michael is the only archangel mentioned in the New Testament (see Jude 1:9).

C. H. Spurgeon

Whatever ideas we have concerning the details of Christ’s coming, this summing up of the whole matter is unutterably precious to us: “so shall we ever be with the Lord.” There is no separating Christ and his people. If you are one with him, he will not be in heaven and leave you behind; nor will he be glorified in the presence of his Father without making you to be partakers of the glory. What joy there is for us in this blessed truth!

Doctrine of Angels:

· Archangel

· Cherubim

· Seraphim

· Principalities

· Powers

· Named

· Generally

How Would You Answer?

The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout . . . . And the dead in Christ will rise first. —1 Thessalonians 4:16 

Sir Norman Anderson was invited to give a television talk on the evidence for Christ's resurrection, a subject that he had written much about. When his son died of cancer, the program producers offered to cancel his participation, saying, "You can't speak about the resurrection when you've just lost a son." But Anderson said, "I want to speak about it now even more." And so, sad in heart but with great assurance, he spoke of Christ's resurrection, and ours as believers.

The resurrection of Jesus is no myth—it's a historical, well-attested fact. Indeed, it's an eternal fact! Jesus declared, "I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore" (Revelation 1:18).

Jesus spoke to His disciples about His own resurrection and reassured them, "Because I live, you will live also" (John 14:19). And Paul wrote of the Christian's resurrection, teaching that when a fellow believer dies we don't need to sorrow as those who have no hope (1 Thessalonians 4:13).

When Lazarus died, Jesus assured Martha that whoever believes in Him, though he dies, shall live again (John 11:25-26). He then asked, "Do you believe this?" Martha replied, "Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God" (v.27). How would you answer?

Christ's resurrection is the 
guarantee of our own.

4:17
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 

What will he do?

· Raise the dead in Christ

· Transform the living

· Translation of Saints

· Manifest his own

· Revenge disobedient

· Restore ancient people

· Judge the nations

· Destroy anti-Christ

· Rule the nations

· Reward the faithful

C.H. Spurgeon

I hear some brethren rejoicing that perhaps the Lord will come, and that therefore they will not die. I would sooner die, had I my choice. I see no comfort in the hope of not dying. If I die not I shall have lost what thousands will have who die, namely, actual fellowship with Christ in the grave.

Believer’s Outlook:

· Meet Christ

· See Him as He is

· Received by Him

· Stand before Him

· Rewarded by Him

· Be like Him

· Be with Him

"Christians, Awake!"

"What would you like for a Christmas present?" To any young girl such a question would evoke delighted visions of long-wished-for possessions, but to Dolly the answer to her father, John Byron, was, "Please write me a poem." So on Christmas morning in 1749, Dolly found on her plate at breakfast a piece of paper on which was written a hymn entitled, "Christmas day, for Dolly."

Soon after, John Wainwright the organist of Manchester Parish Church wrote a tune for it. On the following Christmas morning, Byron and Dolly were awakened by the sound of singing below their windows. It was Wainwright with his choir singing Dolly's hymn, "Christians, Awake."

Christians, awake, salute the happy morn,

Where-on the Savior of the world was born;

Rise to adore the mystery of love,

Which hosts of angels chanted from above;

With them the joyful tiding first begun

Of God incarnate and the Virgin's Son.

His appearing will be:


Certain

verified, known

Personal
characteristic 

Sudden

spontaneous

Visible

open, evident

Glorious
beautiful, grand

With his saints
innocent, givers
"Interview God!"

A Pittsburgh managing editor sent a cub reporter to cover a mine disaster near Cokeville, some distance from Pittsburgh.

The young man arrived at the scene, dallied around until late at night and started to wire his story in as follows:

"Cokeville, Pennsylvania, No. 300 — God sits tonight on the hills around Cokeville —"

"Stop him," said the night editor, handing over the story. Send him this message: "Never mind mine disaster. Interview God. Get pictures."

Sermon Note

· The Prophets

· The Evangelists

· The Apostles

Open Season On Christianity

Angela Guidry, a straight-A-student at Sam Houston High School in Moss Bluff, Louisiana, was scheduled to give a valedictory address at her graduation. But when a guidance counselor reviewed the speech, she told Guidry to eliminate references to her Christian faith. Rather than change her address, Guidry did not speak. Her case is now in federal court.

When Scott Klika mentioned his Christian faith to a group of adult patients at a private psychiatric hospital in Green Bay, Wisconsin, his supervisors asked that he not bring up the subject again. Three months later, though he had not spoken further about his beliefs, he was fired. According to Klika, his supervisors told him his faith was not in keeping with the beliefs of the hospital.

After columnist Cal Thomas learned his appearance on ABC's "Good Morning America" had been canceled, he called the network to ask why. According to Thomas, he was told that the producers feared he would quote Bible verses on the air.

Do these cases and scores of others like them prove an anti-Christian bias in America? "Yes," says a growing collection of evangelical leaders. In government, education, media, law, and business, Christians remain the last group that can be ridiculed and discriminated against with impunity.

4:18
Therefore encourage each other with these words. 

Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 

Our Daily Bread

It was one of those rare times at our house when there was only one child around. Stevie's older sisters were off at camps and on mission trips, so it was a good time for a father-son airport outing. 

We had just left McDonald's and were on our way to visit the cockpit of a DC-9 when Stevie surprised me. After I said, "This is fun, isn't it?" he replied, almost sadly, "Yeah, but it's not as much fun without Melissa." 

I figured his mind would be filled with thoughts of airplanes and burgers, so for him to think about his 8-year-old sister was unexpected. 

His sentiment reminded me of how significant our loved ones are to us. When they're away, our activities can't make us stop thinking of them and wishing they were with us. That truth has special significance if we have loved ones who have died. The loss of their companionship is painful. Life is not the same without them. 

In our sadness, though, God comforts us with the promise of 1 Thessalonians 4, which tells us that we do not need to "sorrow as others who have no hope" (v.13). We can look forward to the time when Jesus returns and we will be reunited with our believing loved ones. That truth is a big comfort when someone is gone. 

Death separates us for a time; Christ will reunite us forever.

Open It

01.
How can the death of a loved one change a person’s life?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

02.
What do you think happens to us when we die?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

03.
How do you react when you hear predictions about the end of the world?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Explore It

04.
What concern was Paul addressing? (4:13-14)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

05.
How is a Christian’s grief over the loss of a loved one different from a non-Christian’s grief? (4:13-14)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

06.
What was the source of Paul’s teaching about what happens to those who die? (4:15)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

07.
What sequence of events will signal the Lord’s return? (4:16-17)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

08.
What effect did Paul believe this teaching about the Lord’s return would have on his listeners? (4:18)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

09.
When will the Lord return? (5:1-2)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

10.
How will the Lord return? (5:1-3)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

11.
What contrast is there between believers and non-believers? (5:4-8)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

12.
What should we do to get ready for the Lord’s return? (5:6-8)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

13.
What roles should faith, hope, and love play in our lives? (5:8)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

14.
To what does God appoint believers? (5:9-10)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

15.
For what reason can we be assured of our salvation? (5:9-10)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

16.
How should a believer use this information to help others? (5:11)

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Get It

17.
How should a Christian mourn the death of a fellow believer?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

18.
Who has no hope when they die?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

19.
What hope do Christians have in death?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

20.
How can these words help a person who is grieving over loved ones who have died?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

21.
Why is the date and time of Christ’s Second Coming of such interest to many people?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

22.
What influence should the promise of Christ’s Second Coming have on how a person lives day to day?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

23.
How are faith and love like a breastplate?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

24.
How is salvation like a helmet?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

25.
How can talking about God’s promises for our future encourage us in our daily lives?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

Apply It

26.
What can you do to make sure you are ready for Christ’s return each day?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

27.
What hope can you share with someone who is convinced that death is the end of our existence?

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________




